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B’WAY NEEDS HOLLYWOOD 





order to find a ‘message,’ 
a ‘message.’ 


milk.’ 
Roached.’ 


restaurant bit.’ 


pole, he’s crazy.’ 
it’s strictly a Conn game.’ 


reverse the charges. 





Comedians 


Critics have been dissecting Charlie Chaplin’s ‘Modern Times’ in 
But Chaplin isn’t the only comedian with 
Other comics have ’em, too, some being as follows: 

Harold Lloyd—‘Let Chaplin deliver the messages. 


Jimmy Savo—I am flitting back to Broadway, 

Harry (Zoop) Welch—‘I will always be ready to do my bit—the 

Eddie Cantor—'I’d give Dave Freedman my peace prize only he’s 
suing for $250,000, and that’s too big a piece.’ 

Jimmy Durante—‘Billy Rose is taking our troupe out under can- 
vas, but if that guy thinks he’s gonna use my schnozz for a center- 


Jack Benny—‘Some people think radio is on the level, but to me 


Marx Bros.—‘We’d send a message to our agent, but we can’t 
Actors stand all reverses.’ 


Messages 


I'll deliver the 


having been de- 








Took Longer to Fight Civil War on 


Radio Than in Dixie; 


‘Roses and Drums,’ the dramatiza- 
tion of the Civil War which has 
been on the air longer than the war 
itself lasted, will fold at the end 
of March. Union Central Life In- 
surance Co., of Cincinnati, will by 
that date have bankrolled the series 
for fours years and three months. 
What primarily instigated the de- 
cision to quit was that the program 
had run out of interesting data per- 
taining to the war years. Chances 
are that the account will return to 
one of the webs with another show. 

During its stay the ‘Roses’ series 
has cleared at alternate times over 
NBC and Columbia. Was also on 
WLW even while with Columbia. In 
the first year of its run the program 
took a summer vacation but that 
was just for a few weeks. The 
show has even outlived a number of 
actors, the best known among these 
being the late DeWolf Hopper, who 
was included in the cast for long 
Stretches of Sundays. 

Hostilities between the North and 
South broke out in July, 1861, and 
lasted until April, 1865. 


N. Y. Models, 10,000, 
Plan Union to Better 
Working Conditions 


New York's professional models, 
desiring to establish better working 
conditions, are organizing a Modeis 
Equity with 
affiliation with the American Fede- 
ration of Labor in view. They'll 
stage a mass meeting at the Lex- 
ington hotel March 8. 

There are about 10,000 pro models 
of both sexes in New York, among 
them many members of Actors 
Equity, and unaffiliated actors. 

The organizers will demand stand- 
ardized salaries and guaranteed 
payoffs, among other reforms, 





Association, possible 





|delphia and Boston. 


Show Folds 


‘Mercy Killer’ Pic OK'd 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Twentieth-Fox got the Hays office 
okay on ‘Mercy Killer’ by agreeing 
to have the killer convicted of the 
crime. 

Ruling is that even though the 
motive may be benevolent, the court 
trial must proceed purely on the 
evidence. 


MILLION DOLLAR 
SEASON FOR 
BALLET? 


Probably the biggest money- 
maker of the arty attractions tour- 
ing this year is Col. W. de Basil's 


Monte Carlo Ballet Russe, now en- 
tering the second half of its U. 5S. 
itinerary and headed for a possible 
$1,000,000 season’s gross under the 
S. Hurok banner. 

Grosses in scattered spots and de- 
clared to be typical are as follows: 
Little Roek, $4,000; El Paso, $4,500; 
San Antonio, $4,500 and Memphis, 
$4,200. All one-nighters with an oc- 
casional matinee, Season felds on 
May 9 with the troupe embarking 
for Europe immediately. Opens 
again at the Metropolitan Opera, 
N. Y. next fall. 

Company numbering around 100 
persons, has been out since Oct. 9 
on a cross-country trip, and when 
finished will have visited 115 cities 
and General for ad- 
mission has been $2.75 top. 

Reguiar schedure has 








towns. scale 


peat engagements in many of the 
key cities such as Chicago, 
Troupe 


at the Met., N. Y. April 12 to 26. 


[PLAYWRIGHTS 
GONGEDE, BUT 


Dramatists Adamant on New 
Contracts for Plays—Hol- 
lywood’s Subsidization 
Has Stifled Competition, 

So They Declare - 


IN THE MIDDLE 


Broadway needs Hollywood, 
Broadway playwrights concede. But 
more than that they need protection 
on the picture coin, the dramatists 
claim. Which is the explanation 
of the Dramatists’ Guild's .atti- 
tude on a new contract form 
with theatre managers for Broad- 
way productions. In support of 
this the writers point out that 
only three or four of the current 
season's crop of plays have been 
actually bought by Hollywood for 
pictures. It’s the lowest figure in 
years, particularly significant in 
view of the nymber of hits. The 
others set for filmization are per- 
force destined for Hollywood 
through having been originally 
film-financed, 
Films B.R.’d 24 

This is interpreted by the dramat- 
ists as having discouraged actual 
bidding from Hollywood. Twenty- 
four piays thus far this season have 
come in with Hollywood bankrolls, 
and not one of these, it is claimed, 
has been bought for films by any 
company other than the one putting 
up the coin. 

With the Dramatists’ Guild basic 
minimum agreement to stop func- 
tioning this weekend, the play- 
wrights have still given no intima- 
tion to Broadway as to their new 
idéas on contract forms and are still 
holding out on their announced 
arbitrary attitude. Broadway man- 
agers are distinctly upset be- 
cause they have no intima- 
tion of what to expect. One 
thing is certain and that is that Sid- 
ney Howard, president of the Guild, 
has made a point blank statement 
—the only one issued by either the 
Guild or any member of it—to the 
effect that ‘the 50-50 partnership 
membership in film rights between 
producers and playwrights is ended.’ 

It is the film split arrangement 
that the playwrights are most upset 

(Continued on page 31) 


BWAY NITERY'S 
$60,000 GROSS 








breaking its own gross records. 


| 
included | $60,000 
eight performances a week, and re- | record high for a nite 


Phila- | 


dances | 


French Casino on Proadway is 


over the 
all-time 


take went 
believed an 
club, 


week's 
mark, 


Last 








Positively 


Paris, Feb, 7. 

Mascot’s ‘Last of the Mo- 
hicans’ is now released in 
France, and Reliance’s picture 
of same title is reported on the 
Way. 

Distributors may bill the lat- 
ter locally as ‘Positively the 
Last of the Mohicans.’ 


ROCKEFELLERS 
GWN HOTEL IN 
RADIO CITY 


A new hotel for Radio City will be 
constructed by the Rockefellers, as 
soon as plans have been worked out 
and time appears best suited for 
such development, Previously, pri- 
vate hotel companies had evidenced 
considerable interest in proposition 
and it was thought likely that it 
would be undertaken by some large 
hotel chain. 

When discussion was held on pro- 
posal, economic phases of project 
were apparently ironed out. Fear 
of having too much banquet space 
and quarters idle has been dis- 
counted. A moderately tall structure 
will be erected on the site, east 
of the Center theatre, now an auto 
parking space. 

Rockefeller interests have con- 
cluded that a hotel building 
be made more profitable than a 
small office structure, especially 
with surrounding competish in RCA, 
RKO and the three International 
buildings. Revenue from space for 
banquets, balls, functions, ete., is 
counted on instead. 


YOUNG ETHEL LEARNS 
ALL ABOUT TOURING 


Lincoln, Feb, 25. 

‘Accent on Youth,’ Ethel Barry- 
more Colt company now on tour of 
a pasture circuit which includes 
dinky colleges and small towns in 
the upper middlewest, has been 
having a lot of trouble in the snowy 
weather of the past few wecks. 

tan into a coal shortage in Mar- 
shalltown, Ia., and found the house 

(Continued on page 67) 

















DOWLING’S EXCLUSIVE 

Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Dowling, who has been 
Democratic politics for 


Eddie 
tive in 


ac- 
the 





of the 
with | 
lFeiames’ 


This is the second 
converted cabaret- 
Cliff Fischer's 


year 
theatre, 


‘Folies de 


lag the show, 


jlast three or 


four years, has been 
booking privileges 


national convention 


given exclusive 
for the party’s 


here in June, 





can | 





| fused to 


\No RKO Vaude in N. Y., First Time in 
Circuit's History, as Jeff-Tilyou Close 


RKO this week dropped vaude- 
ville at the Jefferson on 14th street, 


eliminating itself entirely from the © 


stage show field in New York for 
the first time in the circuit's his- 
tory. Tilyou, Coney Island, went 
straight pictures last week. 

At the same time as the last show 
was playing the Jeff, Sunday night 
(23), RKO Keith's, Trenton, N. J., 
was also putting its vaude. scenery 
in mothballs. This leaves the cir- 
cuit with only one vaude spot with- 
in 100 miles of N. Y., New Bruns- 
wick, N. J., a first-half stand which 
will drop vaude for a now ’n’ then 
stageband policy within. the next 
couple of weeks, 


And ‘Bank Nite’ 


Jefferson recently resumed stage 
shows after RKO had negotiated a 
new deal with the musicians union, 
Drawing power of the vaude, how- 
ever, could not be exactly defined 
as the circuit spotted ‘bank nite’ 
with a $650 budget for three-day 
vaude shows. Tilyou also was a 
first-half while Trenton played 
stage shows only two days, Friday 
and Saturday. 

Keith’s, Rochester, full 


(Continued on page 25) 


Hull Took a Chance 
At $180 Weekly, So 
Now He Gets $2,000 


A saga of sorts is the record of 
Henry Hull in ‘Tobacco Road.’ 

When the play opened in New 
York, more than two years ago, 
he appeared in the lead part to such 
effect that critics raved about his 
performance, But for weeks the 
business was very bad and his 
contract, calling for 10% of the 
gross, netted him as little as $180 
weekly, 

Show went on to register and, 
while the coin he collected on 
Broadway was never exceptional, 
this season he has been getting 
heavy sugar, his share approximat- 
ing $2,000 weekly. That went for 
the Philadelphia and other dates 

(Continued on page 25) 


week, 








Actress’ Jewels Held 
Bad Risk, Too Showy 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 
An actress parades her valuable 
gems too much to make them a 
good insurance risk, according to @ 
court altercation between Irene 
Dunne and the Sun Insurance Office, 
Ltd., of London, which had issued 
a policy on her stolen jewels, valued 
at $7,089. 
Miss Dunne charges company re- 
pay damages, claiming it 
did not know she an actress at 
time policy was drawn. Case post- 
poned pending out of court settlee 


was 


| ment. 
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Mere Fibn-Ad Ticups late Courts: 


Astaire Suing Other Merchandise 
Cos.: Par-Dietrich-Lengyel Mixup 





Drive 6n advertising tieups of pic- 
ture names broke out in earnest in 
New York last week follow-ups 


the Fred 


as 
on Astaire ruling against 


of the week 
of 


nature are being prepared by How- 


a jewelry company 


previous. Other suits a similar 


Astaire’s attorney, 
using the 


teinheimer, 
other products 
name... Papers were served 
(24) against one, Sheero 
Inc., which manufactures a 


ard 
against 
Astaire 
Monday 
Cravat, 


‘Fred Astaire dinner and evening 
bow tie,’ allegedly without any 
authorization. 

Another suit to get into courts 
last week involved Marlene Dietrich 
and Lengyel Perfumes, Inc., and 
found Paramount in between: Miss 


Dietrich had sued the perfume com- 
pay for using her name and photos 
in an advertising campaign. Com- 
pany immediately stopped, but sued 
Par, which allegedly had granted 
permission. Par went to N. Y. Su- 
preme Court Justice McGeehan for 
the right to examine before trial and 
won the point. Lengyel is suing for 
$25,000 damages. 

In granting the examination right, 
Justice McGeehan went into the 
whole matter or permissions for ad- 
vertising tieups at length, pointing 
out that verbal permission by any- 
one was insufficient and that only 
written permission for tieups mean 
anything. Thus a lot of similar 
tieups between picture companies 
and commercial concerns are put on 
the spot since it has been a common 
custom for ad and pub men to get 
tozether with large advertisers and 
okay grants of this sort orally. 

More Legal Argument 

Main point brought out by Justice 
MecGeehan’s decision is another re- 
iteration of the fact that tieups are 
not legal except when authorized by 
the star personally, so that it again 
establishes a court argument, no 


matter what the outcome of the 
current action. 

‘The action is peculiar,’ said 
Justice McGeehan in his official 
finding. ‘It is in deceit, i.e., plaintiff 
(Lengyel) says defendant (Par) 


represented that it had the right to 
permit plaintiff to use the picture 
of Marlene Dietrich for advertising 
purposes. Unless that permission 
was in writing, plaintiff as a matter 
of law could not rely on it, for Civil 
Rights Law makes the use of the 
picture without written permission 
a crime, and nobody can rely on 
permission to commit a crime. 

‘In its commission plaintiff spent 
a lot of money, all of which is 
plaintiff's folly. Plaintiff cannot re- 
cover anything on the branch of the 
cause of action sounding in deceit, 
ie., misrepresentation of authority. 
Even if defendant had authority to 
give Miss Dietrich's consent, plain- 
tif could not use the picture until 
the consent was given in writing. 
e-« If there is no written consent 
ef Miss Diefrich, the contract be- 


tween plaintiff and defendant was 
jliegal.’ 
Examination will take place 


Thursday (27) morning. 


Transcontinental Western Air is 
getting a heavy testimonial play on 
the Paramount lot. Most of the 
siudio toppers are lending their 
names to ad copy. Fact that John 
Hertz is on directorate of both Par 
and TWA accounts for this coopera- 
tion. 





Fairbanks East for 
Script Chat on ‘Polo’ 


or 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Douglas Fairbanks hopped a 
plane Sunday (23) for New York, to 
consult wth Rober: Sherwood on 
script of ‘Marco Polo,’ which he'll 
put into production May 1. Doug, 
Jr., accompanied him. 

Due back end of week. 


Beery for Stafford 


London, Feb. 16. 

Noah Beery will play the lead in 
‘Paradise Hotel’ for John Stafford 
Prod, recently expanded indie 
which makes films here for Radio 
release. 

Stafford has taken two years’ 
space in the new Sound City studios, 
just enlarged. 








Garbo’s Next Indef 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Although Metro has a Garbo film 
set for August release, studio ‘to 
date has received no definite word | 


from the actress as to when she'll | 








return to Hollywood. 

No story has been prepared for 

her, and no producer has been given | 

the assignment. | 
i 
| 


DR. MUDD’S DAUGHTER | 
TALKS ‘SHARK’ SUIT, 





Washington, Feb. 25. 
Legal action against 20th Century- | 
Fox was threatened Monday (24) 
by Mrs. Nettie Mudd Monroe of | 
Baltimore, daughter of Dr. Samuel | 
A. Mudd, whose _ unjustified impris- 
onment for attending injuries re- | 
ceived by Abraham [Lincoln's assas- | 
sin forms basis of plot for ‘Pris- 
oner of Shark Island.’ 

Although paid $2,000 for permit- 
ting production of picture built 
around her father’s experiences, 
Mrs. Monroe said studio refused to 
carry out its contract agreement to 
let her see and edit the script be- 
fore production. While declaring 
‘it’s a good enough picture,’ she 
charged the yarn is untrue, and 
complained that Gloria Stuart, who 
plays part of Dr. Mudd’s wife, is 
not enough good-looking to repre- 
sent her mother. 


MG’s 13 Wks. on Renaldo, 
Other Option Pickups 


Metro has Duncan Renaldo 
(‘Trader Horn’) under a 13 weeks’ 
contract which includes personal 
appearances in theatres where 
Metro pictures are being shown. 

Numerous options have been ex- 
ercised by Metro. James Hilton, 
writer, gets a new option for six 
months from March 4. John Lee 
Mahin gets a one-year extension 
from March 3. Buddy Ebsen’s op- 
tion has been picked up for six 
months from March 11, while Regi- 
nald Owen is being extended one 
year from March 18, 


Beery’s Chi Week at 7!4,G 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 


| 
| 
| 
} 
} 








WARNER LIKES 





Bally Gone Wrong 





Washington, Feb. 25. 

Procrastinating members of 
Cougress spoiled 20th Century- 
Fox's plans for big build-up 
for«‘Prisoner ef Shark Island.’ 

Racing against time, local 
and New York studio represen- 
tatives spent several days 
urging Senators and Represen- 
tatives to sponsor legislation 
changing name of Fort Jeffer- 
sou, where film’s hero was im- 
prisoned, to Fort Mudd, and 
thus. clear the record of Dr. 
Samuel Mudd, who was jailed 
for allegedly aiding John 
Wilkes Booth, slayer of Presi- 
dent Lincoln. 

After numerous disappoint- 
ments, studio crew finally in- 
duced: Representative Jennings 
Randolph of West Virginia to 
introduce a measure ordering 
erection of a tablet to Dr. 
Mudd’s memory. But the. bill 
Was not submitted until after 
the film had been released. 














LEROY UNIT 
SETUP 


Los Angeles, Feb, 25. 

Mervyn LeRoy and his father-in- 
law, Harry M. Warner, get together 
this week to talk mew deal for the 
former with Warner Bros. LeRoy, 
whose entire directorial work with 
the execption of one picture has been 
in the Warner-First National fold, 
is desirous of having his own unit, 
with minimum quota of pictures to 
produce, also his own production 
staff, besides the privilege of sign- 
ing talent he deems meritorious. 

Warner, it is understood, is in- 
clined to favor the LeRoy idea in 
this respect, with possibility con- 
tract will be made for seven-year 
period prior to LeRoy leaving for an 
European vacation. He will return 
here in July, when he would start 
on new ticket which, besides a flat 
per picture deal, may be worked out 
to include percentage of the pic 
profits as well. 








9 OLD TIMERS BACK 
IN VAN DYKE’S ‘S. F? 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Number of old-time film faves 
have been ticketed by Metro for bits 
and small parts in ‘San Francisco,’ 
which W. S. Van Dyke is directing. 





Wallace Beery has been booked 
for Balaban & Katz’s Chicago the- 
atre here week of March 7. 

Goes in at a guarantee of $7,500 
net against a split over $40,000. 





Dupont’s Next at Par 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Paramount is reac ving ‘Something 
to Live For,’ which E. A. Dupont 
directs. 
Herbert Marshall 
Michael top its cast. 


and Gertrude 


Included in group are Mary Mc- 
Laren, Al Shean, Jean Asker, Ger- 
trude Astor, Rosemary Theby, Harry 
Meyers, Frank Mayo, Myrtle Stead- 
man and Wilbur Mack. 





20th’s Russe Composer 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Alexis Archangelsky, recent ar- 
rival from Paris, will do the musical 
; score on ‘Job’ at 20th-Fox. 
| Russian composer wrote 
|‘Chauve Souris’ numbers. 





the 








Washington, Feb. 25. 

30x office income last year ran 
about the same as 1934, U. 8, Treas- 
ury tax receipts indicated last week. 

Reporting January collections of 
$1,459,694, Treasury disclosed total 
evy during 1935 on admissions over 
40c per head was $16,039,720, a rise 
of $101,834 in comparison with yicld 
for 1934. Government take indi- 
cates total wicket receipts subject 
to tax were a little over $160,397,- 
000, or about $1,000,000 better than 
previous year. 

January payments to the govern- 
ment, based on December business, 
showed the year ended with a sec- 


ond consecutive slump, although 
level was still above the previous 
year. Last January, Treasury 


pocketed $1,328,884, and in Decem- 
ber government’s share was $1,755,- 
059. This meant a drop of $295,365 
from November to December and a 
gain of $130,810 over the last month 
of 1934. 





Amus. Taxes of $16,039,720 Same as 
Last Year: Only Up 1016 Over 1934 





DOUBLES’ TROUBLE 


MG Combing Talent Field For 
Barbary Coast Imitators 


—_- -—_— 





or 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Metro is running into difficulty 
in obtaining doubles for names who 
worked in the old Barbary Coast 
music hall for its ‘San Francisco.’ 
Studio met similar situation with 
‘The Great Ziegfeld’ in rounding up 
east to portray ‘Follies’ personali- 
ties. 

Doubles are being sought for Al 
Jolson, Harry Fox, Blossom Seeley, 
Stept and Mehlinger, Lou Holtz, 
Art Hickman and others for Coast 
sequences of yarn buiit around rise 
of a singer. 

Fred Fagin, most widely known of 
Coast ‘professors’ plays the piano 





in joint where Jeannette MacDonald 
sings. Fagin authored Whipporwill,’ | 





all bought for the production. 


‘Chicken’s Ball,’ and ‘Peculiar Rag,’ | Mr. and 


Wednesday, February 26, 1936 


— 


W's New Directorial Importation 
Analyzes World Marts Film Tastes 





Cagney’s WB Inj. 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Court is slated to rule on March 
3 whether James Cagney’s  in- 
junction against Warner Bros, 
will be made permanent. Actor got 
a temporary order two weeks ago 
to restrain WB from blocking his 
efforts to work for other studios. 
This continues in force until that 
date. 

Suit have 
celled is pending. 


to the contract can- 


ACADEMY TO CHOOSE 


FROM NINE SHORTS | 





Academy screened nine nominat- 
ed short subjects for the annual 
Academy awards last night (Mon- 
day) at Warners’ Hollywood theatre 
for the members of the Academy 
and the board of judges elected by 
various branches to select one from 
each group of ‘three for final awards. 
These will be announced on the 
night of the Awards banquet, March 
a. 


of 


Board judges for technical 
awards met last week to select out- 
standing achievement of the year in 
these branches. 

Reservations for banquet have 
been completely. sold out two weeks 
in advance of the event. 


Nelson Eddy’s Concert 


Fees Up to $2,500 Per | 


Following release of ‘Rose Marie’ 
(Metro), Nelson Eddy’s concert fee 
has zoomed to $2,500 ,plus 60% of 
receipts over $3,500. He’s Colum- 
bia Concerts’ biggest money-maker 
on platform dates at the moment. 

Three years ago he got $600 for 
singing. 

Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 

With the original concert sold out 
nearly three months in advance, the 
Minneapolis Symphony orchestra 
has arranged with Nelson Eddy for 
a second appearance here, 

His arrival here a day in advance 
of the first scheduled concert next 
month permitted the further book- 
ing. 


* 
MG Scouts Ether Again 

Metes is starting to comb the air 
waves for likely picture talent, go- 
ing to this field for a renewed thor- 
ough talent coverage in a new 
faces quest. 

Ben Jacobson, 
Altman, 
office, 


to Al 
home 
the task of 


assistant 
talent scout at the 
has taken over 


digging into radio for screen possi- 


bilities. 


Vie Mosre's. H'weod Call’ 


| ners, 


Victor Moore, appearing at the 
benefit show held by the Treasurers 
Club, New Amsterdam, N. Y., Sun- 
day (23) said he would finally 
answer the call of Hollywood under 
contract to RKO Radio. 

He is cast for the next Fred As- 
taire-Ginger Rogers feature, ‘Never 
Gonna Dance,’ which goes into pro- 
duction next week. 


Richman’s 2d Col. Pic 
Hollywood, Feb, 25. 
Columbia, after opening ‘Music 
Goes Round,’ has picked up its op- 
tion on Harry Richman for a second 
picture, which the latter will make 
during the early summer. 


“SAILINGS | 


March 13 (London to South 
Africa) Jack Payne and Band 
(Arundel Castle). 

March 4 (Paris to New York) 
Alex Yokel (lle de France). 

March 4 (New York to London) 


Ernst Lubitsch (Berengaria). 

Feb. 26 (New York to London) Ir- 
win Dash (Aquitania). 

Feb. 21 (New York to Paris) Rob- 
ert Ceasadesus, Bernardino Molinari, 
Phil Reisman, Jean Leseyeux, Jack 
Starr, Gayline Sisters (lle de 
France). 

Feb. 20 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Mrs. Albert Levoy (Ma- 
lolo). 


+ 





Italians? 


| intelligentsia, he said. 











By CECELIA AGER 

‘The French, they pictures 
with terrific action plus sex appeat’ 
and hot romance. The Germans like 
to brood 
waged 
the sentimental puppets 
only in films. The 
at tear jerkers. 

‘The Orient 
beautiful 
musicals. 
the 


like 


over conflicts—conflicts 


by real-life characters, not 


that 
Germans 


live 
laugh 


for 
bodies. 


goes films with 
The Orient 
Anglo-Saxons 

alike: 
moving 
impressed 


legs, 
lilxes The 
and Scandinavians 
slow- thinking 
themselves, 
films of 


are 
and slow 
they’re 
tremendous action. The 
Fascism has re-edu- 
cated their viewpoint that now they 


so 


want only pictures in which one 
character dominates. Be the lead 
man or woman, they want him to 


behave like Mussolini. Even in in- 
trigues of love, the central charac- 
ter must dominate, sweep all before 
him. The Spanish 
mental. 
jerkers., 


are’ very senti- 
They swoon happy at tear- 
In the 

‘The 


They love to weep. 
Spanish-speaking countries, 
Dark Angel’ is a huge success.’ 
But when he finished expounding 
these theories, Gregor Rabinovitch 
thought a bit, and then he made an 
amendment. They apply only to-the 
It’s difficult 
to qualify the reaction of the masses 


in any country, except by saying 
they like a good picture, he said.. 


There are so many unexpected suc- 
cesses, it’s folly to predict what 
will go where—for what the masses 
like is what goes, any place. Sut 
this he will say: in all the black- 
haired countries, they like blondes. 
Let an actress they know to be a 
blonde so much as put on a brunet 
wig, and the picture’s a flop. Yet 
let the brunet make herself a blonde, 
and the picture’s a success. This is 
not theory, Rabinovitch said. 

Major producer for Ufa for five 
years, then head of Cine Alliance 
releasing through Ufa and the very 
last non-Aryan permitted to fune- 
tion in the picture business under 
Hitler; next, producer in Vienna, 
where as a tribute he was made a 
citizen and awarded an Austrian 
passport, and now soon to depart 
for Hollywood under contract to 
Carl Laemmle to head his own unit, 
Rabinowitch has studied and been 
importantly active in the foreign 
film industry for many years. 

Long a H’wood Holdout 

For years, too, he’s been asked to 
come to Hollywood, but until a 
couple of years ago, he steadily re- 
fused. He didn’t want to work in 
America before then. He didn't like 
the American dialog films, not in the 
beginning. In the beginning of 

(Continued on page 33) 





JUDGE WEIGHS DVORAK 
SUIT AGAINST W. B. 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 
Dvorak’s against War- 
demanding damages and in- 
terpretation of contract on charges 
studio had suspended her without 
pay because of asserted ill health, 
after actress was able to resume 
work, was today (Tuesday) under 
submission to Superior Judge Harry 
R. Archbald after a week's trial). 
Period in dispute between actress 


Ann suit 


|and studio hegan last November and 


continued, charges state, until early 
last month, when she was again re- 
stored to payroll. Warners sub- 
mitted testimony, chicfiy by’ exam- 
ining physicians, that Miss Dvorak 
was not physically fit to undertake 
picture work, following siege of flu, 
and that studio didn’t want to take 
gamble on her being able to carry 
through if cast. Twice she had been 


prevented from plaving, in ‘Ceiling 
Zero’ and ‘Backfire, according to 
testimony. 

Actress’ testimony was that she 


believed herself being punished for 
having complained of certain roles 
assigned to her. Physicians also 
testified for her that she was able 
to resume work, after temporary 
illness, but that Warners refused to 
put her to work and her 
$1,500 weekly check. 

Damages sued 
salary she lost. 


stopped 


for approximate 


Chas. Vidor’s RKO Chore 
Hollywood, Feb. 25 
RKO has assigned Charles Video 
to direct ‘Grand Jury.’ 
Lee Marcus produces. 


by. « 




















ane 





i 


CS 


ures - 


peal’ 
like 

licts 
not 
live 

Lugh 


with 
‘ient 
xons 
tke: 
ving 


by, s, 


The 
edu- 
they 

one 


lead’ 


n to 
1 in- 
rac- 
fore 
anti- 
ear- 
») the 
‘The 
, 
ding 
vitch 
e an 
9. the 
icuit 
isses 
ying 
said. 
suc- 
what 
isses 
Sut 
ack- 
ndes. 
be a 
‘unet 


Yet. 


onde, 
lis is 


five 
ance 
very 
‘une- 
nder 
enna, 
de a 
trian 
epart 
‘t to 
unit, 
been 
reign 


Pd to 
til a 
y re- 
*k in 
t like 
n the 
OF 


AK 
. B. 


or 


aw. 
War- 
1 in- 
arges 
thout 
ealth, 
sume 
under 
tarry 
1. 
tress 
rand 
early 
in re- 
sub- 
xam- 
vorak 
rtake 
of flu, 
. take 
carry 
| heen 
eiling 
ng to 


t she 
d for 
roles 
also 

;: able 
orarv 
zed to 
d her 


imate 








a a ee 


Oe EE TS 








eel 





ee 


_ aiiennier Ee February 26, 1936 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 








——————————— 

















0 BAR OR NOT TO BAR 





Screen Actors Guild's 3d Annual 
Ball Draws 750 Capacity, 126 Gross 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
One of the most brilliant social 
events of the film colony Saturday 
night (22) at the Biltmore hotel, 
second only in importance to the 
Mayfair functions, was the third 


annual ball sponsored by the Screen 
Actors’ Guild. It attracted ca- 
pacity of 750, including most of the 
top ranking stars and featured 
players. 

At $13.75 per plate, Guild grossed 
nearly $12,000 from tickets and ad- 
vertising in 32-page souvenir pro- 
gram. Net will be used for opera- 
tions and expenses of the organiza- 
tion. 

Floor show which ran for nearly 
two hours started at midnight and 
swung through at fast tempo under 
three m.c.’s Fred Keating, Pat 
O’Brien and Dick Powell. 

Robert Montgomery, president, 
opened the show by introducing 
Fred Keating as the first m.c. Lat- 
ter in turn brought Dick Powell, 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Lyle Tal- 
bot, Fredric March, Pat O’Brien and 
James Cagney to the mike for gag 
routine that served purpose of in- 
troductions of the individuals for 
the non-pro guests present. 


Manuel Perez started the floor 
show with a Spanish dance, fol- 
lowed by Irene Franklin and Allen 


Jones who sang two numbers apiece. 
Pat O’Brien stepped in at this point, 
and drafted Leon Errol to do his 
‘posting a letter’ routine for a ter- 
rific ovation. Milo Lucca, operatic 
baritone, followed to score with two 
numbers, and then Ted Healy with 
his three new stooges, Bill Robin- 
son, who apologized that this was 
his first dancing since his recent 
operation and doctor had advised 
to take it easy. Robinson intro- 
duced Rex Ingram, ‘De Lawd’ in 
film version of ‘Green Pastures,’ 
Mrs. Ingram, Mrs. Bill Robinson, 
Clarence Muse and Ernest Whit- 
man. Latter sang two numbers, 
clicking heavily with ‘Old Man 
River’ and ‘Road to Mandalay.’ 

Dick Powell moved in at this 
point as m.c., with Maria Gamba- 
relli on for two toe dances. Frances 
Langford followed, sang two songs 
with Clyde Yeagers closing with 
his standard vaude act as a pitch- 
man, 


TIE COOPER, LOMBARD 
TO THREE PIX AT PAR 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Gary Cooper and Caroie Lombard 
Will be starred in three yarns at 
Paramount. Studio has purchased 
‘Kingdom Come,’ story of the Afri- 
can diamond mines by William 
tankin, making total of four stories 
lined up for Cooper. 
Pair set for ‘Hard 
‘The General Died 
‘Kingdom Come.’ 
Ranger.’ 





to Handle,’ 
at Dawn’ and 
Fourth is ‘Texas 





Discussing Reinhardt’s 
Second Picture for WB 


Max Reinhardt is on the Coast 
now to discuss his second WB pic- 
ture with Jack L. Warner, whether 
it will be made this spring or early 
in the fall, He is free until July, 
when tcinhardt goes abroad to 
Stage the annual Salzburg festival. 
Jake Wilk is on the Coast at present 
and will figure in conferences with 
Warner and Reinhardt. 

If decision is reached to defer the 
second picture at this time, 
hardt will go away for a rest, 
the Salzburg festival and return to 
liollywood in September. 


tein- 


stage 


Hollywood, Feb. 25 
Max Reinhardt is arriving from 
the east today (Tuesday) to huddle 
on his next assignment at Warners. 
Siudio is undecided between 
‘Twelfth Night’ and ‘Tales of Hoff- 
afi, 





Turf Note 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Wags have irked Director Al 
Green about his losing horses 
at Santa Anita to extent that 
he is about ready to run them 
under a phony name. 
Payoff came when a glue 
company made bid for one 
of his horses. 














Cosmo Burns at 


WB, Wants Davies 
Songs on the Air 


Hollywood, Feb, 25 

Seeking all possible exploitation 
for ‘Hearts Divided,’ Marion Davies 
picture, Cosmopolitan is battling 
Warners’ music subsids in an effort 
to get two tunes from the film on 
the air. Cosmo execs are burning 
over restrictive performing rights 
enforced by Warners, preventing 
use of numbers by both major net- 
works and many of the largest sta- 
tions. 

Numbers are ‘Hearts Divided’ by 
Warren and Dubin and ‘My King- 
dom for a Kiss.’ 

Outcome may result in songs be- 
ing handed over to music publisher 
affiliated with the American Society 
of Composers, Authors & Publish- 
ers to prevent friction, 


FILM CRITICS MAKE 
AWARDS NEXT SUN. (1) 


Awards for the best picture of the 
year, best direction and most out- 
standing performances, as recently 
voted by the New York film critics, 
will be officially presented oe J 
(1) at the Ritz-Carlton hotel, N. Y. 

The Swedish consul at New Yerk 
will accept the award for Greta 
Garbo for the best performance by 
any female player, while M. H. 
Aylesworth is expected to represent 
RKO in accepting awards for best 
picture of 1935 (‘The Informer’), and 
best direction of that picture by 
John Ford. Best male performer of 
35 was Charles Laughton for his 
work in ‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ and 
‘Mutiny on the Bounty.’ Critics 
were. unable to agree whcih per- 
fromance was tops. 


Australian Gals Prove 











They're Just Females 





Jan. 29, 
Charles Farrell arrived here this 

week to play the lead in ‘The Flying 

Doctor’ for National. lemmes 


Sydney, 


i mobbed the actor when he stepped 


| first time 


; made 


| 


off the boat and police had a hard 
fight to keep them away. It’s the 
a known male Hollywood 


player has come to these shores. 
Farrel] starts work at once at 

Pagewood under the direction of 

Miles Mander. ‘Doctor’ is being 


here by National in associa- 
tion with G-B 


Helen Twelvetrees has completed 


work on ‘Thoroughbred’ for Cine- 
sound and may make a few person- 
gls over the Greater Union time 
before returning to. America. 


Metro’s ‘Firefly’ Musical 


Tloliyw. Feb. 25. 
udolph Friml-Otto Harbach 
bought 


ood, 

The Ff 
operetta, ‘Firefly,’ has been 
high-budget musical 
a co-starrer for Nel- 


tte MacDonald. 


hv Metro as a 
Intended as 


son Eddy and Jeanne 
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‘OPERATIC TALENT 
JOINS SOUABBLE 


Further Hearings on Dick- 
stein Anti-Alien Talent 
Bill Today (Wednesday) 
—Film, Legit, Operatic, 
Nitery and Musicians’ 
Representatives Take 
Sides in Arguments 








BROADWAY STANCE 





Washington, Feb. 23. 
Hearings on proposals to erect 
higher barriers in path of foreign 


musical, film and dramatic talent 
wound up last Wednesday (19) when 
House Immigration Committee at 
all-day meeting listened to alterna- 
tive objections and indorsements for 
Dickstein bill. Question of revising 
or reporting the measure was de- 
ferred until tomorrow (Wednesday). 

Garbo Dieterich, Sten, and other 
foreign film stars were assailed by 
supporters of the restriction scheme, 
while legit producers and defenders 
made annual plea for freedom of 
selection in picking casts. 

U. S. opera warblers took a direct 
interest in the question for the first 
time when two officials of the Grand 
Opera Artists’ Association took wit- 
ness chair to plead for more string- 
ent regulations governing entry of 
alien talent. Elizabeth Hoeppel, 
president, and Evelyn Brant, secre- 
tary, advocated idea of establishing 
reciprocal quota principle in order 
:o choke off infinx of foreign singers. 

Declaring capable native singers 
are being deprived of jobs by bally- 
hooed foreign importations. Miss 
Hoeppel begged Congress to write 
‘America first’ idea into immigration 
laws covering performers of all 
varieties and kicked about discrim- 
ination in foreign countries against 
U. S. performers. 

‘We have Barrymores, we have 
Ponselles, and we have Tibbettses.’ 
Miss Hoeppel said. ‘We don’t want 
exclusion but reciprocity.’ 

The hearing developed a sharp 
difference of opinion between Con- 
gressmen Emanuel Celler of New 
York and Charles Kramer of Los 
Angeles, who quibbled over treat- 

(Continued on page 33) 


Mae West Breaks with Par, Swings 
To Em. Cohen; ‘Appearance Dicker 





Formula 





Paris, Feb. 16. 

Rene Clair, on his return to 
Paris, was asked by an Ameri- 
can reporter here whether the 
New York reporters had kidded 
him too much. 

‘They're charming,’ he re- 
plied. ‘The thing to do is not 
to answer their questions.’ 


Dietrich Pouts 
At Par, Threats 


Homeland Scram 











Hollywood, Feb. 23. 

burned at Paramount 
over role she declined in ‘I Loved a 
Soldier,’ Marlene Dietrich bade fare- 


Reportedly 


well to friends of the cinema colony 
at a preview of ‘Little Lord Faunt- 


leroy’ at Grauman’s Chinese last 
Thursday night (20) declaring she 
was returning to Germany at once. 

Actress was still in Hollywood 
over the week-end, with no one pro- 
fessing to know when she would 
leave. 

Paramount’s $800,00 headache, 
‘Soldier,’ is still up in the air with 
no lead to replace Dietrich. A deal 
for Bette Davis is cold and Alex 
Korda is refusing to turn over 
Merle Oberon for the picture, due 
previous commitment for the 
actress, 


‘LOVE ON THE RUN’ 
FOR GABLE, CRAWFORD 


Hollywood, Feb. 25 
Crawford and Clark Gable 
will star in Metro’s ‘Love on the 
Run,’ newspaper yarn, which Joe 
Mankiewicz will produce. 

Manny Seff and Gladys Hurlburt 
are doing the script. W. S. Van 





Joan 





Dyke has been pencilied to direct. 











Hollywood, Feb. 23. 
After three months in Hollywood 
during which time he mulled over 
300 manuscripts of novels, Donald 
Friede of Covici-Friede, book pub- 
lishers, returned to New York last 
Friday (21) with five literary pieces 


under his arm, three of which he 
deems worthy of publication. The 
other two are doubtful. Friede 


came here thinking that with all the 
writers collected in Hollywood for 
pictures, there should be many sto- 
ries worthy of publication. He 
found things different. 

All those capable of turning out 
a salable book are tied up in stu- 
dios. The Hollywood kind of money 
has caused many 
frown upon the idea of pounding a 
typewriter 
to turn out 


scriyveners to 





| 


| writer 


Friede Finds Easy Hollywood Money 
Stifles Coast Scribes Creativeness 


> 





for months in the effort | 
something that pleases 


a publisher. In their own extenua- | 
tion. most of them work too hard 
at the studios to look at a 


during their 
basically the money for picture 
makes the labor on a novel look like 
small pickings. 

ether deals made by F: 
1e tentatiye signing of 
to do a book on the 
writing sereen plays for 
publisher has high hopes and the 
contracting of Tian James to write 
six detective yarns. 


work 


Only iede 
was tl 
Marion art ©) 


which the 


type- | 
off hours. But | 





Agency Commish Suit 





Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 

Suit seeking $3,845 allegedly due 
for agency commish from Cecilia 
Parker, Metro contractee, has been 
filed by Harry Lichtig and Ben- 
jamin Englander. 

Complaint recites agency 
actress at MG at salary which has 
increased to $200 weekly; that she 
nas made $12,000 in two years, and 
that she has paid only $154 on as- | 
serted debt of $4,000 for fees. Pe- 


aced 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Mae West, who has broken with 
Paramount to go under the Emanuel 
is understood here 
interested in Ap- 
first picture un- 


Cohen’s banner, 


to be ‘Personal 


pearance’ as her 


der the new production setup. En 
route east last week, Miss West 
planned to step off in Chicago to 
glimpse ‘Appearance,’ then proceed 
to New York to dicker for the play, 
but she’s returned to the Coast in- 
stead. 

Last known offer for ‘Personal 
Appearance’ was made by Metro, 
which offered $100,000, wanting play 
as a film for Jean Harlow. Deal 
iced when Hays office nixed. 

Miss West’s deal with Cohen said 
to cail for two pictures, with pro- 
ducer having put $100,000 in bank 
to her credit. 

Actress became dissatisfied with 
what she called rough treatment at 
hands of Paramount studio heads 
during making of ‘Klondike Annie.’ 
She charged breach of contract by 
studio. 


Paramount is serving notice on 
the star to report at the studio 
April 1 for her next picture, al- 


though no story is as yet selected, 
Figured the actress develops her 
own and the same procedure will be 
followed. “Contract dispute is ex- 
pected to come to a head this week 
as Miss West insists the studio has 
no hold on her services. 

Paramount studio executives 
claim option for the next West pic- 
ture was taken up Jan. 16 and Par 
has no intimation she is negotiating 
with Cohen, 

Een Piazza, who also withdrew 
from Paramount last week, to line 
up with Cohen, accompanied Miss 
West east. Believed they are 
mapping a plot for first yarn which 
Cohen would produce. 

Cohen is to pay Miss West $300,- 
000 each on a two-picture deal. 
Cohen and the star are due back 
tomorrow (Wednesday). Ben Piazza 
then proceeds to N. Y. alone. 
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tition also disputes her claim that 
she was a minor when she 
the contract in August, 1953, 


THREE CHEERS’ FOR 
BURNS, ALLEN AT PAR. 


Holly wood, Feb. 25. 
Paramount will star Burns and 
{Allien in ‘Three Cheers for Love.’ 


Frances | 


slated to go before lens 


March 9% 


Ray McCarey directing. | 
Eleanor Whitney, Robert Cum- 
mings, elizabeth Patterson, Willis 
frawley and Roscoe Karns also i: 
cast. j 


signed | | 
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LEGISLATIVE CRUSADE VS, FILM BIZ. 








GETS UNDER WAY THIS WEEK IN WASH. 


On Both Congressional Fronts with Hearings in 
House and Senate—Seven Film Companies, Apart 
from Hays, File Individual Protests 


a 





Washington, 

Legislative crusade against the 
film industry gets under way on 
both Congressional frents late this 
week with hearings in both the 
House and Senate carded on 
posalg to abolish block booking and 
set up new federal regulation of 
distribution methods, 

With representatives of several 
major distributors due to appear in 
their own behalf, Senate Interstate 
Commerce subcommittee bossed by 
Senator Matthew M. Neely of West 
Virginia opens first hearings in two 
years on Thursday. House subcom- 


Feb. 25. 


pro- 





mittee, chairmaned by Representa- 
tive Samuel Pettengill of Indiana, | 
expects to open up the following 
day. 

Evidenee of majors’ displeasure 
with Hays organization lobbying | 


methods was seen in disclosure that | 
seven leading companies immedi- | 
ately filed individual squawks after | 
the Senate committee decided to go 
ahead with consideration of the] 
Neely bill. In the past the Hays} 
office has appeared on behalf of the 
whole industry, with individual 
companies leaving the fighting in| 
the hands of Charles C. Pettijohn 
and other association spokesmen, 

The usual Hays battery will ap- 
pear before the Senate committee, 
with Pettijohn on the ground early 
lining up witnesses and button-hol- 
ing members of Congress for pre- 
liminary discussions. Meanwhile the 
lid was on at the local Hays office, 
which declined to unleash any info 
about plans or procedure. 

The House committee, which will 
give the once-over to a half-dozen 
film bills of different kinds, was 
named Monday (24) by Chairman 
Sam Rayburn. Although he had 
asked to be excused, Representative 
Pettingill, sponsor of one stringent 
bill drafted by Columbia University 
professors, was designated subcom- 
mittee head, because of seniority. 
Others are Representatives Sadow- 
ski of Michigan, Peyser of New 
York, Terry of Arkansas, Cooper of 
Ohio, and Wolverton of New Jersey. 
Latter pair provide the Republican 
representation on the hearing panel. 

The House group’s plans were un- 
certain today, with Pettengill prom- 
ising ‘everyone will have a fair 
chance to be heard.’ Because most 
individuals interested in the sub- 
ject are slated to appear at the Sen- 
ate hearing, Pettengill planned to 
speed up his hearings and, as an 
accommodation to both foes and 
proponents, start to work earlier 
than had been contemplated. The 
House gabfest is tentatively skeded 
to open Friday but may be put off 
until next week, with another inning 
a week or two later. 


B&K 506 GUARANTEE 
FOR CHAPLIN IN LOOP 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 
Deal for ‘Modern Times’ rates as 
the top price Balaban & Katz has 
paid for any loop picture. Chaplin 
slicker is guaranteed $50,000 for six 
weeks’ run in the loop, four at the 
United Artists and two weeks hold- 
over at the Apollo or elsewhere. 
The 50 grand guarantee is 
against 70% of the take for the pic- 
ture after the house nut has been 
deducted. 








Blanke’s 15th Yr. at wie 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Warners handed another contract 


Has been with the 
years. 


ARNOLD IN SELZNICK PIC 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Edward Arnold has been signed 
by David O. Selznick for one 
ture, an historical theme. 
Cromwell directs. 





John 





Conway’s ‘Suicide Club’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Jack Conway draws ‘Suicide Club’ 
direction at Metro. 
Robert Montgomery, Rosalind 
Russell and Frank Morgan in the 
leads. 











“Morros’ Musical Hunt 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
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Boris Morros, Paramount’s music 
head 
| yesterday 





and filmusical 





lst Runs on Broadway (Monfiay). for 
| ‘Carmen,’ 
tion start. 
Irwin Talbot looks after the music 
department during Morros’ absence. 


COURTS CHECK 


i a slated for a May 
(Subject to Change) 
Week of Feb. 28 
Capitol—‘Wife vs. 
(MG). 
Center—‘Voice of Bugle Ann’ 
(MG) (26). 
Music Hall—‘Follow the Fleet’ 
(RKO) (2d wk). 
Paramount—‘Trail of the 
Lonesome Pine’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Rialto— ‘Garden Murder 
Case’ (MG) (29). 
Rivoli—‘Modern Times’ 
(4th wk). 
Roxy—‘Rhodes’ (G-B), 
Strand—The Walking Dead’ 
(WB) (29). 
Week of March 6 
Capitoi—‘Wife vs. Secretary’ 
(MG) (2d wk). 
Center— ‘Love on a Bet’ 
(RKO) (4). 
Music Hall—‘Country Doctor’ 
(20th-Fox) (5). 
Paramount—‘Trail of Lone- 
some Pine’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Rivoli—‘Modern Times’ (UA) 


Secretary,’ 





(UA) 


Jam on Czechoslovakian pictures 
broke out in New 
|involving two indie distribs and a 


foreign language arty 
Matter will go to the courts. Trouble 
| involved two films, ‘Exstace’ (‘Ec- 
stasy’) and another called ‘Ecstasy 
of Young Love.’ 

Sam Cummins, distributor of 
‘Exstace,’ Czech film which had a 
lot of censor trouble during the past 
year and which has not yet been 


operator. 





(5th wk). |} released in the U. S., claims that 
Roxy— Love Before Break- Metropolis Pictures, which is re- 
fast’ (U). | leasing ‘Ecstasy of Young Love,’ is 


Strand—‘Colleen’ (WB). 











trying to cut in on his film and ob- 

SALE UNTIL MARCH 14 Valente granted the order, which 
on both the distrib of ‘Ecstasy’ and 

tual buy-in on Universal by the|the film. Picture which is causing 
made until] actual option expiration| by the same company as ‘Exstase,’ 


tained a show cause order in a de- 

TRADE DOESN'T SEE UJ mand for an injunction stopping 
the latter pia Justice Louis J. 

comes up in court tomorrow 

(Thursday) and it has been served 

While sufficient funds to swing | Max Goldberg, operator of the 55th 
the deal are reported obtained, ac-/ St. Playhouse, which had booked 
Standard Capital Corp.-Chas, R.| the argument was originally titled 
Rogers group is not expected to be| ‘Reka’ abroad and was produced 
date, March 14. Electa Films of Prague. It has 
If option is lifted, as anticipated | been called ‘Young Love’ in several 


in the industry, sinee financial| other European showings. Theatre 
troubles appear to be ironed out,| had advertised the film in New 
one of first moves by Standard-| York dailies for an opening last 
Rogers combination will be to issue} Saturday (22) but, when the ar- 


new batches of stock in exchange} guments started, voluntarily jerked 
for present listed on N. Y. stock/it and claims it doesn’t intend to 
exchange and curb. Details of this| use it now until, or unless, com- 
are being worked out by J. Cheever | pletely cleared. ‘Melo,’ last week’s 
Cowdin, head of Standard Capital.| picture at the house, is being held 


over and ‘Liebelei’ pencilled in for 
‘De Lawd’ Sued 


next week, 
Los Angeles, Feb. 25, 

Rex Ingram, ‘De Lawd’ of War- 
ners ‘Green Pastures,’ had an. at- 
tachment slapped on his salary to 
collect $3,000 allegedly due for care | 
of his seven-year-old daughter. 
Suit filed some time ago but. In- 
gram was never in jurisdiction 
until recently. 

Attorneys for actor argued that 
daughter was held against his will 
by the grandparents, instigators of 
the suit, and that he owes them 
nothing, 





completely cleared ‘Exstace’ and has 
been granted complete government 
censorship okay. Also that he has 
had his film dubbed into English 
and will be ready to release it next 
week and that the distributors of 
the other Czech pic are trying to 
cash in on the notoriety attained by 
his censorship battle, 


SCHULBERG BALKS AT 
20TH-FOX UNIT DEAL 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Schulberg has nixed deal 
to go to 20th-Fox as unit producer 

Paramount has bought Julian |to make eight features for 1936-'37 
Street's ‘Need of a Change.’ Yarn program. 
is about a Babbitt with a yen for | Producer’s present pact at Co- 
magic. jlumbia runs until May, 











Par’s Babbitt Yarn B. P. 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 











to Henry Blanke, associate producer, | 


company 14 | 


j}a superabundance 
| ticularly 
iswinging to RKO release, is looking 
|}more and more to London for its 
| films, 

pic- | 
}member, and 
{three films under 
jand a likelihood of more under his |alinost certain for 


jthe U. A 





UA Looking for More British 


Producers to Round Qut Sked 


London, Feb. 16. , His connection with Douglas Fair- 
not blessed with | banks, Jr. company, Criterion Films, 
of product, par- |is likely to be extended, and it has 
that Reliance is | been made known that anybody who 
}can deliver the quality required can 
lget a U. A. ticket. 
| Meanwhile, with the Leicester Sq. 
With Korda already a producer- | jammed up indefinitely with Korda 
Max Schach in for | pictures—H. G. Wells’ ‘Shape of 
his first contract, | Things to Ceme’ opening Feb. 21 is 
at least 12 weeks 





United Artists, 


now 


next. Murray Silverstone, local U. A. |—he wants more theatre space. 
chief, is still scouring the British tesult is a probe for a legit house 


field for product which could bolster |he could take 
. world-wide program. and wire for sound. 

Contracts he has under considera- Some suggestions have been made 
tion would draw Elisabeth Bergner ithat he has dickered with the Mel- 
and husband-producer Paul Czinner | villes for the traditionally famous 
to the U. A, lot. Lyceum, 


right over, refurbish 


producer, left | 
New York | 
| to line up talent for his first picture, 

produc. | 


ON CZECH PIX 


York last week, | 


Nat’! Ist Runs 


PARAMOUNT 

‘Desire,’ Chi, Chi, Feb. 28; 
Newman, K. C., 28; Warfield, 
S. F., 28; Minnesota, Mpls., 28; 
Mich, Det., March 13; Denham, 
Denv., 19. 

‘Milky Way,’ Par, 
March 11; Chi, Chi, 13. 

‘Give Us This Night,’ New- 


IN, » 


man, K. C., March 6; Denham, 
Denv., Apr. 2; UA, Det., 16. 


‘Klondike Annie,’ Rialto, St. 
L., Feb. 29; Mich, Det., March 
20; Roosevelt, Chi, April 11. 

UNITED ARTISTS 

‘Modern Times,’ State., Prov., 
Feb. 28; . Loew's, Roch, 28; 
Pal, Indpls., 28; Midland, K. C., 
28; Loew’s, Wilmgtn, 28; State, 
St. L., 28; Poli, New Haven, 
28: Regent, Harrisburg, 28; 


Poli, Htfd, Conn,, 28. 
COLUMBIA 
‘Lady of Secrets,’ Troy, Troy, 
Feb, 26; Liberty, New Orl, 


March 5; Lafayette, Buff, April 


9 


“a 


‘Hell Ship Morgan,’ Bijou, 
Springfield, Aflass., March 5; 
Maj, Columbus, O., 28. 


‘You May Be Next,’ 
St. Paul, March 23. 


Orph, 





Cummins claims that he has now! 


| Wallace Beery 





}are preparing § the 


Hunt Strombers 


Given New Metro 
Deal; Also a V. P. 


Metro is giving Hunt Stromberg 
a new seven-year deal as a producer 
with the company this week. Under- 
stood that, besides a salary, he will 
get a percentage and also become 
a v.p. of the company. 





Strombérg has been with Metro 11 
years, during which time his pic- 
tures have been outstanding and 
consistent money makers. 


INJUNCTION SUIT. 
VS. PAR’S ‘PINE’ PIC 


Action in N. Y. supreme court in 
which the Trail Co. is seeking an 
injunction against three Paramount 
companies to prevent showing of 
‘Trail of the Lonesome Pine,’ is 











METRO EXECS EAST 


AFTER STUDIO CALL 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Following confabs on studio biz, 
J. Robert Rubin and Leopold Fried- 
legal counsel re- 
spectively of Loew’s, Inc., pulled 
out for New York. Nicholas M, 
Schenck, head of Loew’s and Metro, 
remains another week, as will How- 
ard Dietz, advertising and publicity 
head of Metro. 

Herbert Maas, eastern attorney 
for Irving Thalberg, also stays on 
pending new deal for producer, 


man, exec, and 





‘Pagliacci, “Tovarich’ 


On Schach’s UA Sked 


Feb. 7. 
Max Schach’s three pictures for 


Londen, 


United Artists under his new 
tract will inelude ‘Tovarich,’ Gil- 
bert Miller production which he has 


just bought at a reputed $150,000, 

First of the trio to go into pro- 
duction will be ‘Pagliacci.’ 

Schach’s other company, Capitol, 
is keeping ‘The Stars Looked Down,’ 
A. J. Cronin’s best seller novel, for 
C. M. Woolf distribution. 


Lehman Party on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 25 

Combining biz with pleasure, 
party of easterners, headed by Rob- 
ert Lehman, of Lehman Bros. a 
backer of Selznick International 
Pictures, Inc., is on the Coast. Oth- 
ers include Mrs. Lehman, Mr. and 
Mrs, Tommy Hitchcock, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. C. Schwartz and Major Rex 
Benson, London banker. 

Group took look at S-I’s ‘Little 
Lord Fauntleroy, outfit’s. initial 
production, visited Palm Springs 
and watched ponies run at Santa 
Anita. 


con- 








Lyon and Daniels’ Act 
Booked for London 


Baltimore, Feb. 25. 
Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels will 
make first personal appearances 
abroad at the Palladium, London, as 
a team, starting June 8. 
Also set for Dublin, 
June 15. 


Treland, 





Crosby Pic Into Work 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Although script is not ready yet, 
Paramount is putting ‘Rhythm on 
the Range,’ Bing Crosby’s next pic- 
ture, in production next week. 

Crooner has been on salary with- 
out anything to do since Feb, 4 
Norman Taurog directs. 





——_——» 


Beery- sayree’t s baie 
Holly wo Feb. 25. 
‘First to Fight’ at ed will have 
and Robert 
top spots. 
Joe Sherman and Frank Weed 


Lucien Hubbard produces. 


Taylor in| 


screen play. |} 


scheduled to come up before Justice 
William Collins today (Wednesday). 
Originally, Justice Aaron J. Levy 
ruled on Feb. 18 that the defend- 
ants should appear on Monday (24) 
to show cause why such an injunc- 
tion should not be issued. 

Trail Company (a dissolved do- 
mestic corporation) is plaintiff in 
action against Paramount Produc- 
tions, Inc., Paramount Pictures, Inc., 
Paramount Distributing Corp., Mare 
Klaw, individually and as surviving 
member of co-partnership of Mare 
Klaw and Abraham L. Erlanger, de- 
ceased, known in business as Klaw 
& Erlanger; Joseph Klaw and Mor- 
timer Pishel. 

Action was brought by the Trail 
Co. because it is claimed that the 
original story rights were purchased 
by William Norris, 


story, ‘Trail of the Lonesome Pine,’ 
on March 21, 


formed in March, 1911, Charge that' 
the exclusive dramatization rights 
would be destroyed by distribution 
of the picture. In addition to ask- 
ing injunction, plaintiff asks that 
any profits received from exhibition 
of ‘Trail’ be accounted for. 

Petition relates that Norris’ wife, 
Mabel Blanche Norris, and Geral- 
dine Delamater (now Geraldine Lol- 
ley) are sole surviving directors of 
Trail Co., and that each holds half 
interest in company. 


Plaintiffs claim that the Par re- 
fers to ‘Pine’ as being by Eugene 
Walter and that it is based on the 
John Fox story. Contention is that 
Norris never relinquished dramatic 
rights to story or to the play writ- 
ten by Walter and Robert M. Baker. 
Klaw & Erlanger enter into action 
because of plaintiff's claim that 
while Norris permitted that theatri- 
ca] firm to produce ‘Trail’ in 1912, 
it was on the promise that the play 
would not be assigned without the 
written consent of the plaintiff. 

Plaintiff alleges that this was 
done, pointing to written statement 
from Par, on Dec, 11, 1935, to the 
effect that its rights to produce the 
talking picture was derived in com- 
bination from Minerva C. Fox (John 
Fox’s executrix) and owners of the 
play, designated in petition as be- 
ing Klaw & Erlanger. 

Gustave Simons represents plain- 
tiff, 





LICHTMAN HUDDLES 
WITH FEIST IN ARK. 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


Al Lichtman pulled out Sunday 
(23) for the east, via Texas and Hot 
Springs,’ Ark. In latter spot Licht- 
man, aide to Nick Schenck, will con- 
fer with Felix Feist, Metro general 
sales head, who is taking the cure 
there, 

Lichtman expected to accompany 
Feist back to New York where lat 
ter will undergo treatment. 





| Fred Purner Goes Roach 


| Hollywood, Feb. 25 

| Fred Purner, publicity director of 

j Santa Anita the past tivo 

| moves over to the Hal Roach studio 

as head of the press bureau at close 

| of the race meet Feb. 29. 
Replaces Sam W. B. Cohen whose 

| resignation six weeks ago becom 

j effective March 1, 
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plaintiff's as-, 
signor, from John Fox, Jr., author of. 


1910, and that these 
rights went to this company Wher” 
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WARNERS 100 PIX GRIND 





Schenck Prolongs Coast Stay 
To Iron Out Thalberg’s New 10-Yr. 
MG Contract Which Looks All Set 





With the return to New York of 
Leopold Friedman and J. Robert 
Rubin, matter of a new 10-year 
deal for Irving Thalberg to con- 
tinue at Metro is still is the ironing 
out process. Expectation is that 
Thalberg will sign a new contract 
this week for the 10-year term to 


follow his current deal, which ex- 
pires in two years. 
Understood that the general 


contract contents are okay to both 
sides, but a few clauses have still 
to be adjusted, which is being done 
between Nicholas M. Schenck and 
Thalberg, and latter’s N. Y. at- 
torney, Herbert Mass, who has been 
on the Coast for the past three 
weeks. 


Deal is said to provide for Thal- 
berg to have his own unit, inde- 
pendent of studio affiliation, and 
make 20 pictures the first year. 
Thalberg and Metro are to be part- 
ners, former getting a 50% interest. 
Deal would also give Thalberg under 
his wing three producers who now 
operate for him, or in conjunction. 
They are Bernard Hyman, Al Lewin 
and David Lewis, with possibility of 
one other added at Thalberg’s dis- 
cretion. 


Studio would also agree to give 
Thalberg first call for one picture ..t 
least each year of all star talent on 
the. lot, which mean Gable, Craw- 
ford, Garbo, et al., Norma Shearer 
(Mrs. Thalberg) would make all her 
pictures under his direction, 


Terms and Provisos 


Thalberg will also have his own 
writing and directorial staff, being 
privileged to have first call on 
Metro directors, as well as having 
the right to sign talent for his unit, 
which would not be interchangeable. 
On the other hand he would not be 
technically obligated to turn over to 
Metro any of the people whom he 
now has under personal contract, 
such as the Marx Bros. and Charles 
Laughton, 

Not known when the new 
deal becomes effective, replacing 
Thalberg’s. current partnership and 
share of Metro profits with Louis B. 
Mayer and Rubin, but probably 
when Thalberg returns from Europe 
this summer. It is believed the 
modification will then happen. Un- 
derstood that provisions will be 
made to take care of Mayer on the 
new deal independently of either 
Thalberg or Rubin, giving Mayer 
probably a 10-year ticket in addi- 
tion to his current contract. 

Understood Rubin wants no new 
deal, and is reported figuring on re- 
tiring at the end of his current con- 
tract which has some years to go. 

Mayer, it is said, has. not par- 
ticipated in any of the conferences 
on the Thalberg deal on the Coast, 
these meetings being mostly be- 
tween Schenck and Thalberg, with 
Rubin and Friedman attending the 
Sessions while they were there. Re- 
ports from the Coast have Schenck 
remaining another week or two, so 
it is likely he is doing this to seal 


the Thaiberg contract before re- 
turning, 


CONCURRENT RELEASES 
ON QUINS’ FEATURE 


‘The Country 
tury-Fox’s 3 
foes into 
N.. Xi 
Fleet* 





Doctor,’ 
Dionne 


20th Cen- 
quins feature, 
Radio City Music Hall, 
March 5, unless ‘Follow the 
holds a third week, in which 
case play date as well as general re- 
lease will be changed to March 12. 
Twentieth-Fox brought the picture 
in atarecorded cost of around $300,- 
060, of which $50,000 went to the 
yuins, who were filmed on a special 
location trip to Ontario. 

-0th-Fox is setting as many 
run key dates 

" concurrent 
he Music Hall, 


first 
as possible on ‘Doc- 
with the opening at 











Schaefer Back at Par? 


George J. Schaefer is expected 
back from Florida today (Wednes- 
day) and may shortly announce fu- 
ture plans. Reported within Par 
that he may return to the company 
in an executive capacity. Metro is 
reported interested. 

When Schaefer left Par 


Biven $55,000 in settlement of the 
claim he brought against’ the 
trustees for around $95,000, based on 
a contract which the trustees dis- 
affirmed. He is reported to have 
gotten the $55,000 in a lump sum on 
resigning. 


PAR BD. MEET, 
CHIEFLY PROD. 


Factional differences within Para- 
mount and a tendency among board 
members to feel that production 
costs have been running too high 


will come to a head at the sched- 
uled board meeting tomorrow 
(Thursday). 


At this session, production costs 
and recent changes or additions will 
also be discussed. The new deal 
with W. R. Sheehan as a special 
unit producer, is to come up for 
approval, along with the producer- 
director arrangement for Frank 
Lloyd. Sheehan is at present in 
New York. His unit deal for Par 
was first publicized last August. 


John E, Otterson, president, on 
the Coast for several weeks, re- 
turned to New York yesterday 
(Tues.), while Ernst Lubitsch who 
becomes a unit producer is due to 
arrive today (Wed.). Lubitsch is 
sailing for Europe on March 4. He 
has a three months’ leave of absence 
from the studio. 


he was 








‘PLENTY OF B'S 


Studio Adding Another 40 
to Feed Hopper, Hold Off 
Indies — Other Majors 
Mull Increase of Cheaper 
Film Productions 





600 FOR YEAR? 





Hollywood, Feb. 25 

Ahead of schedule and geared for 
production speed, Warner Bros. will 
increase its 1936-37 program con- 
siderably above the 60 pictures at 
first slated, with 100 as a probabie 
new objective. Limit, at least, has 
been taken off and B pictures will 
be turned out as fast as they can 
be made, within quality standard 
set by studio. 

Speed-up is seen partly as meas- 
ure to keep independents from 
getting too strong foothold should 
major companies fail to supply ever 
increasing demands for multiple 
billing, so far as Warners is con- 
cerned, 

Program increase, and policy and 
budget matters involved, is one of 
most important subjects up in con- 
ferences of studio heads with 
Joseph Bernhard, head of Warners 
theatre operations, and Gradwell 
Sears, western sales manager, who 
just arrived here. 

Warners is equipped to make 100 
pix a year, has already completed 
45 of its announced 60. Added to 
this are 13 in work and 16 stories 
in preparation. Entire current pro- 
gram is expected to be completed 
by end of April, which will bring 
production for ’36-’37 under the 
wire four months ahead of sked. 

Reduction of negative costs would 
be necessary if quota of pictures is 
increased materially, estimates run- 
ning from 85 to 100 features. 

Other companies, especially 20th- 
Fox and Paramount, are mulling 
Similar idea of considerable product 
increase to feed the double-bill 
hopper. If combined efforts of 
majors now contemplating the step 
go into increased output, total fea- 
tures to be sold by majors during 
the coming season may run around 
600 as compared to 462 for the cur- 
rent season. 








Hearst-Block Paners Attack New 


Mae West Film: 


3 WARNER BROTHERS 
SETTLE TAX CLAIMS 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

Three Warner brothers last week 
settled long-fought tax cases with 
the U. S. Treasury for approxi- 
mately 30c on the dollar, 

Accused of holding out large sums 
due government as Federal share of 
their profits from sale of WB stock 
left by their father, trio of studio 
execs comprised in agreement filed 
with Federal Board of Tax Appeals 
and due to wind up litigation. 








Jack, who was charged with de- 
ficiency of $229,517, got out of it for 
$35,000; Harry, billed for $229,997, 
settled for $39,000; and Albert, sup- 
posedly owing $222,325, agreed to 
pay $30,900, 


200 at U Luncheon Fete West picture has been pretty well 
set in advance, 
Carl Laemmle’s 30th Anni. | ae. i 
. on aito abu on s 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. Zaltimore, Feb. 25. 
Tribute was paid yesterday (Mon- Sudden order from William Ran- | 
day) to Carl Laemmie at Un iversal j ae siph Hearst yesterday {Monday} 
marking the studio founder's 30th | jafternoon resulted in local Hearst 
‘ie |sheet, News-Post, chucking out of 
anniversary in the picture business. | 


Rupert Hughes presided at the 


luncheon, attended by 2090. 


Klondike Biz Good 


. 





Editorial attacks and publicity re- 
strictions by the Hearst and Paul 
Block newspapers on ‘Klondike An- 
nie’ (Par), the Mae West picture, is 
in the face of censor buoard okays by 
the sundry state bodies, the Hays 
organization's (Joe Breen) approval 
and no protests evinced in other key 
cities where ‘Klondike’ is currently 
releasing. Film is being exhibited 
in a flock of keys this week and 
pacing for almost record business in 
some spots; in general, it’s strong 
box office, 

The Par home-office knows of no 
public or exhibitor protest other 
than the sundry newspaper attacks 


and restrictions on publicity and 
advertising. 

The sales department late yes- 
terday (Tuesday) afternoon was 
slated to huddle with John E. Ot- 
|terson, Par prez who just got back 
from the Coast, and with Adolph 
Zukor although stating this would 


be perfunctory as 








j}its pages all 
| barest mer 


copy, art, ads and 
tion of the new Mae West 
(Continued on page 66+ 





[LeBaron Given Long Termer as 


Sheehan Deal; 


Par’s 65 in 1936-7 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Paramount’s production slate 
for 1936-7 most likely will be 
65 pictures, as tentatively sub- 
mitted by John E. Otterson 
before going east. He empha- 
sized the need of budgeting on 
a sane basis, pointing out 
waste on last year’s ‘B’ pic- 
tures which averaged around 
$300,000, deemed too high for 
normal selling conditions. 

Otterson said the figure 
would be $250,000 tops for 26 
in that group this year. 

A $500,000 average for 21 
Class A films will be budgeicd, 
He said no production Gost 
has been set on five or more 
specials, but can run as high 
as $2,000,000 if material war- 
rants. Otterson made no com- 
ment on what the 10 by Winnie 
Sheehan and the three Hecht 
and MacArthur productions 
would cost. 








FOR DUAL BILLS Par Prod. Head, Otterson East on 


Rothacker to Quit 


Holly 
LeBaron 


‘wood, Feb. 25. 
William 


long-term 


was given a 


contract as production 
head of Paramount studios by John 
E. Otterson prior to latter’s depar- 
ture for New York last Thursday 
(20). Otterson 


and executives 


called producers 
together at the 
Athletic Club and told 
them that LeBaron’s temporary re- 
had 
and that 
the production head will hold sway 
over a period of years. 

Otterson also announced that new 
pacts had been given Henry Hatha- 
way, director, 


Hollywood 


placement of Lubitsch 


been given the new status, 


Ernst 











and Frank Lloyd, pro- 
ducer-director. 

It is believed that Watterson 
Rothacker, who has been adminis- 
trative executive and in charge of 
the studio, will leave the organiza- 
tion because of illness, He prob- 
ably will go abroad. 


It is likely that the release will 





F-WC TALKS PIX 
BUYS FOR 1936-7 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25, 





Following discussions between 
Charles and Spyros Skouras and 
Fox-West Coast division heads, de- 
cision was reached to buy around 
400 pictures from various dis- 
tributors for 1936-37 bookings. 
Group talked a product buy with 
Ned Depinet of RKO and John D., 
Clark of 20th-Fox. 

In reprisal for Marco’s threat- 
ened invasion of already over- 
crowded San Bernardino, Skourases 
said they would build a 1,200-seater 
on South Vermont avenue here 
within 60 days in opposition to the 
house there operated by Marco and 
his brother, Roy Wolf, unless Marco 
called off the S. B. deal. 

Improvements in circuits houses 
will match last year’s expenditure 
of $375,000. 

Spyros Skouras and the eastern 
contingent head east tomorrow 
(Thursday), with remaining group 
heading home a day later. 


2 MORE PARAMOUNT 
DIRECTORS TO RESIGN? 


Wall Street 
resirnation 





is anticipating the 
from the Paramount 
company board of two directors, 
currently, in addition to the recent 
resignations of Duncan G. Harris, 
Charles EF. Richardson and Robert 
K. Cassatt. 

If the two newly mentioned 
resignations materialize, there 
will have been a total of nine di- 
rectors of the reorganized company 
board to have resigned in almost as 
many months. 
Schaefer, 


George J. who Was gen- 


eral manager of the company and 
v.p. of the firm. Frank A. Vanderlip, 
who was chairman of the bond-} 
holders’ committee during the re- 


ceivership 


and bankruptcy status of 





selling on the | 
irow 


the company, and William S. Gray, 
Jr., of the Central Hanover bank, 
were prior resignations. 

At the Par board meeting tomor- 


(Thursday) 
tions may be 


such new resigna- 
discussed and 
upon, 


Aylesworth’s Prod. 0.0. 


H olly wood, 

M H. Aylesworth 
the RKO lot 
discussions 
RKO'’s board 
here for a weel 


Feb. 25. 
is out here on 
to sit in on product.on 


chairman remains 





acted | 


be granted when Otterson reaches 
New York and takes proposition up 
with h.o. execs, Otterson, who left 
for New York last Friday (21) will 
be on hand for the Paramount board 
meeting Thursday (27) to report on 
his Coast activities and to obtain 
ratification of producer contracts 
he proposes giving Winfield Shee- 


han and Lloyd. He'll then return 
to the Coast, but date is indefinite, 
Neil Agnew, Par general sales 


manager, pulled in from New York 
for production conferences with Le- 
Baron, He'll be around for two 
weeks, 


Wanger Starts 
U.A. Deal After 


Vacash Abroad 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Walter Wanger will go to Europe 
around May 1 after he has com- 
pleted his quota of 10 pix for Para- 





mount’s 1935-36 program, return- 
ing in August to begin his new 
United Artists arrangement. 


Producer has ‘Brazen,’ ‘Big Brown 
and ‘The Moon's Our Home,’ 


in production, 


Eyes’ 
Others being pre- 
pared are ‘The Case Against Mrs. 


Ames,’ with George Brent and 
Madeleine Carroll; ‘Spendthrift,’ 


musical to be directed by Al San- 
tell, and ‘Simoon,’ to be handled by 
Anton Litvak, who was brought 
here from Paris. Latter will fea- 
ture Charles Boyer and Miss Car- 
roll. 


‘Harry M. Warner Heads 
| WB Exec Group on Coast 





wood, Feb. 25. 
Ilarry M, Warner heads the home- 
office delegation here on production 


year’s Warner Bros. 
Warner 


huddles on next 


| program with Jack and 
studio heads, 
Here 


Thomas 


| 
| Holly 
| 
| 


from the east also are Abel 
recovering from ill- 


Andy 


Joseph Bernhard, 
Wilk, story 


ness: Ch) idwell Sears and 
es heads 


iheatre « ef, and Jake 


| Pernhard is here 


rogram: 


on a theatre ex- 
Smith and Sears 
on stories and Max 
xt picture, 
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‘U.S. STARTS ANTI-TRUST SUIT IN N. Y., 





WB, PAR, RKO AND 40 CO-DEFENDANTS 





Same Allegations as in St. Louis Proceedings, Only 
Much More Sweeping—Hardy and Rice for Gov't 


—Will Urge Early Trial 





—— ee dl 


con- 
much | 


Reopening the St. Louis 
spiracy case but making it 
more comprehensive to include the 
entire country wherever it is found 
conditions in restraint exist, the 
government with unexpected sud- 
denness yesterday (Tuesday) filed 
an action against Warner bBros., 
Paramount, RKO, a number of sub- 
sidiaries of this trio and 40 indi- 
viduals connected with them. Rus- 
sell Hardy, who unsuccessfully 
prosecuted the case in St. Louis, and 
Walter L. Rice, assistant attorney 


general, came to New York to file 
the case and prepare for service 
upon the defendants. Defendants 


will have the customary 20 days in 
which to file answer after being 
served. Understood that Washing- 
ton will press for an early trial. 
Rice yesterday (Tues.) could not 
estimate just how soon it might get 
under ‘way. 

The new action, to be tried in 
New York, is of a comprehensive 
and broad nature as against the St. 
Louis case which was confined to 
allegations of conspiracy in re- 
straint of trade in connection with 
that situation only, 

Petition filed yesterday in the 
New York federal court mentions 
the Roxy, N. Y., and theatres on the 
Coast but not known nor indicated 
by Rice whether the government 
will act in this particular case on 
complaints from various parts of the 
country. It is the customary policy 
of the government not to divulge 
the complaints on. which it acts. 

Basing most. of its complaint on 
the St. Louis situation but urging 
that the court grant prompt and 
effective relief as prayed for, the 
United States seeks a temporary 
and permanent injunction against 
all defendants named. Pending a 
final hearing of the charges the gov- 
ernment asks for a preliminary in- 
junction which would restrain the 
defendants meantime from entering 
into any contracts, arrangements or 
agreements with WB or other de- 
fendants. Government asks that the 
court order the defendants to cease 
engaging in conspiracy in restraint 
of trade. 

The Defendants 


Defendants in addition to WB, Par 
and RKO, as corporations, are the 
Vitaphone Corp., First National, 
Vitagraph, Inc., Warner Bros. Cir- 
cuit Management Corp., General 
Theatrical Enterprises (WB _ sub- 





STATUS OF NO. 1 FILM 
LENSERS CLARIFIED 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Tentative setup has been reached 
on status of process, operative and 
first cameramen for inclusion under 
the basic studio agreement as mem- 
bers of International Photographers, 
Local 659, International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Emlpoyes. 
Confabs to straighten out just 
which first men are required to take 
out union cards have been going on 
for three weeks, with final decisions 
to be reached in meetings called for 
this week. 

| A. to N. , 2 
Henry H. Tobias. 
Stanley Holt. 
Myron Selznick. 
George Archinbaud. 
E. H. Griffith. 
Sen Piazza. 
Boris Morros. 
Douglas Fairbanks. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Henry King. 
Grace Moore. 
Pinky Tomlin. 
Omar Kiam. 
Sam Katzman. 
Nacio Herb Brown. 
Max Hart. 
Jock Lawrence. 
Carl Kinsey, 
Donald Friede. 
John E. Otterson. 
William Wyler. 
Josephine Hutchinson. 
George Haight. 
Arthur Freed. 
Spyros Skouras, 
Ernst Lubitsch. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


John J. Wildberg. 
Jack Cohn. 
Victor Moore. 

Joe Bernhard. 
Max Reinhardt. 
Grad Sears, 

Jake Wilk. 








~ New Boles-RKO Deal 


A new contract for John Boles is 
being negotiated with: RKO from 
the N, Y. end. 

Boles’ Los Angeles attorney, A. 
Ronald Button, is east in Boles’ 
behalf, as is the actor. 

John Boles, who played the Metro- 


givei. two additional weeks of per- 
sonals by Paramount. 

Plays the Michigan, Detroit, 
March 6, with thé Chicago theatre, 
Chi, immediately following. 

At the Boston Met 1, Boles grossed 
$42,300 with ‘Pasteur’ (WB) on 
screen, 


Goetz May Do 
‘Yank as First 





Hollywood, Feb, 25. 

Carrying a portfolio ef plans for 
Metro’s British production setup, 
Ben Goetz and his assistant, Paul 
Kohner, are expected to shove off 
for London within three weeks. 

Initial production probably will be 
‘Yank at Oxford,’ starring Robert 
Montgomery. Script has been under 
consideration at Metro for nearly 
three years, with execs delaying 
shooting until they could do the 
film on its Oxford location. 


GINSBERG HEADS 
SELZNICK STUDIO 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Selznick - International Pictures, 
Inc. has named Henry Ginsberg, for 
last four years v.p. and general 
manager of Hal Roach studio, its 
general studio manager, 

Ginsberg started in pic biz in New 
York. He co-founded Educational 
Pictures, then president of his own 
company, Sterling Pictures, joining 
Roach in 1931, and resigning a 











Andy Smith, 


month ago. 








sids) and Paramount Pictures Dis- 
tributing Corp. and Paramount The- 
atre Service Corp., subsids of Par. 
No RKO subsids are named. Indi- 
viduals named include executives 
from St. Louis, Philadelphia and 
Kansas City, in addition to home 
office higher-ups. These are 
Lester Krieger, Warner. theatre 


(Continued on page 67) 


HAYS FROWN SHELVES 
U’S ‘MARRIED MILLION’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

After several attempts to clean up 
the story of ‘She Married a Million,’ 
Universal has finally discarded the 
yarn when the Hays office nixed 
the last treatment. Picture was to 
have gone into production yester- 
day (Mon.) with Cesar Romero and 
Jane Wyatt featured. 

Pair transferred to the next Jack 
Hoit picture. 











Wildberg’s Script Trek 


John J. Wildberg, New York at- 
torney, leaves for Hollywood Fri- 
day (28) with scripts of several 
legits held by his clients. 

Will talk to picture people for 
casting the leads. Expects to stay 
two or three weeks. 





Joe E. Brown’s ‘Tractor’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Next for Joe E. Brown at War- 
ners is ‘Earthworm Tractor.’ Ray 


Enright directs under the Sam 
Bischoff aegis. 
June Travis and Carol Hughes 


are in the cast. 





By MIKE WEAR 
Short-lived selling wave caught 
market in weakened position late 
yesterday (Tues.), forcing some of 


recent leaders down 1 to 4 points. 
This sharp reaction also hit amuse- 
ment sector, though few picture 
issues showed severe losses. Never- 
theless it dropped Paramount ist 
pfd. and 2d pfd. and Columbia Pix 
common (curb issue) toe new lows 
for year. Warner Bros. pfd. lost 2% 
points and the common dipped 
nearly a point before meeting sup- 
port. RKO also dipped nearly a 
point. 

These three issues as well as Par- 
amount stocks undoubtedly were 
also influenced by filing of new gov- 
ernment suit against Warner Bros., 
RKO and Paramount in the St. 
Louis situation. Twentieth Cent.- 
Fox also felt the pressure, being 
down nearly 2 points at one junc- 
ture. Common, on other’ hand, 
bucked the trend to hang up new 
high at 28%. 

Columbia Pix ctfs. and preferred 
and Loew common also bucked the 
trend to show gains at finish. Loew 
issue rallied a point to 49. Par- 
amount bonds felt selling most, 
though most amusement obligations 
were lower. Paramount Pix 6s 
dropped 1% to 92%. 

Another abbreviated stock mar- 
ket week found several picture com- 
pany issues dipping to new lows and 
others under pressure last week. 
There was enough strength in other 
section ef the amusement division 
to partially balance this weakness, 
but the Amusement Group showed 
a loss of nearly a point while other 
representative groups sported gains. 





Amusement Group of 12 represen- 


Amusements Jom Decline When 
Sharp Selling Wave Hits Market 


4 


politan, Boston, last week, has been | 


MG English Pic 





Yesterday’s Prices 


Net 
High. Low. Last.chge. 
Pict.. 37% 386% 3714+ % 


Sales. 
400 Col. 


2,100 Con. Film. 6% 6% 6% 
40 East.K.pf..164 162 1€4 +4 
17,10) Gen, El... 40% 39% 88% —1% 


5,100 Loew ..... 49% 48% 49 +1 


5,800 Paramount 10% 10% 104%— % 
3,400 Do 2d pf. 11% 711 11%— %& 
1,800 Pathe ,... 8% TT T% 
2,400 RCA ...... 12% 12 12 -—-¥% 
3,200 Radio B... 91% 89% 89% — % 
Ba, 908 MeO scecs 8% ™ 8 —*% 
1,800 20th-Fox ..%28% 26% 27% 
36,900 W. B..... 14 12% 13 — %& 
CURB 
6,100 Tech. .... 25% 24% 24%— 1% 
1,500 Trans-L .. 4% 4% 4%— % 
ND 


ONDS 
$18,000 Gen. Th.. 23% 28 23. —1 
9.000 Loew ....103 102% 108 + % 
6,000 Par-B’ way. 57% 56% 56%—1\4 
8),000 Paramount 94% 92% 2% —1% 
4,000 RKO - 7% 76 T#% - 14 
19,000 W. B..... 95% 95 uo —% 


* New 1936 high. 
+t New 1936 low. 














tative stocks showed actual loss of 
0.760 of a point, as measured by the 
averages, with closing figure 42%. 
This was tne weakest finish in sev- 
eral weeks while the low mark of 
415% also was lowest point to which 
averages have dipped in some time. 
High for group was slightly above 
444%. Volume was around 450,000 
shares, indicative of the force of 
this sell-off. 

As compared with this showing, 
the Dow-Jones industrial averages 
advanced 1.34 points in the week, 
closing at 152.74 as measured by 
averages. Industrial averages pushed 
ahead above 155 into new high terri- 
tory for a year or more. 

Perhaps typical of cross-current 
of sentiment in last week's trading, 
as regards the amusements, was the 
fact that there were five new 1936 
highs and an equal number of lows. 

New peaks were recorded by 


(Continued on page 39) 





Inside Stuff—Pictmes 


Plans of Atlas Corp. as outlined by Floyd B. Odlum in his annual 
report to stockholders last week, stressed recent dealings for investment 
purposes in Radio-Keith-Orpheum. Listed as new investment in coms 
pany’s portfolio, Odlum stated that the company management looks on 
the deal for RKO stock as being ‘a special temporary investment.’ 

Company’s policy is not to manage business Odlum emphasized, and 
that its investments are not for the purpose of controlling any business 
or its management. Such special investments are made, he said, only 
when satisfactory profits seemed probable as the result of reorganization 
or similar special service or transactions. 

The sale or disposition of debentures and common stock of RKO is 
restricted until Dec. 31, 1937, he pointed out. 





Despite fact that he, as operating head of Cabart Theatres (Fanchon 
& Marco subsid) is a partner with Fox West Coast in Orange county, 
Calif., and that for a number of years he has been F-WC district man- 
ager of five houses involved, Milt Arthur, brother of Harry, is virtually 
banned from the F-WC home offices, because of feud with Charles 
Skouras. Not only has Arthur been requested not to visit F-WC head- 
quarters, but his house managers, including Lester Fountain, city man« 
ager in Santa Ana, are also persona non grata. Peculiar angle to con- 
troversy is that the five Orange county houses involved in FWC-Arthur 
deal have been consistent moneymakers, and Arthur is regarded as F-WC 
as circuit’s district manager over the Orange chain. 


Roped-off press section of the Paramount, N. Y., mezzanine is inter- 
rupted every so often by ushers requesting the first-row occupants, 
‘Would you please mind moving back into the second row as some of 
the executives are coming down and want to sit in the first row.’ News- 
paper reviewers have had occasion to ask the ushers that if these two 
rows of seats are roped off ostensibly for convenience of the press, why 
should they be disturbed somebody the upstairs home 
offices doesn't like to sit in the second row. The ushers are seemingly 
acting under instructions, but as this occurs during the first day or two 
of the new films at the Par it has a generally disturbing effect on 
the press section’s occupants. 


because from 





Herbert Bayard Swope, chairman of the New York Racing Commis- 
sion, in a letter to Albany, strikes at dog racing in N.Y. state on various 
grounds, among them that they injure theatres, particularly at night 
when they look to do their best business. Horse racing is restricted to 
afternoons. He also pointed out that theatres are at an unfair ad- 
vantage when dog races are held in their communities because puppy 
handicap promoters get around admission fees. This naturally pulls 
away from theatres, whereas hoss galloping costs quite a bit to just see, 
let alone bet. Swope’s interest in defeating any plans to legalize dog 
racing in New York state, with the theatre opposition reasons given, 
is natural since he is chairman of the board of RK®. 


Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences survey shows that 10 
players nominated for this year’s awards have had previous experience 
before going into films. One was an amateur, and the other has never 
appeared before the lights. Elisabeth Bergner, Claudette Colbert, Bette 
Davis, Katharine Hepburn and Mariam Hopkins are nominees who have 
been in legit. Merle Oberon appeared in amateur presentations in India. 
Clark Gable, Charles Laughton and Franchot Tone previously have been 
stage actors. Victor MacLaglen had no stage experience. 

A 20,000-foot newsreel film history of the Lindbergh kidnapping, up 
to the time that Governor Hoffman, of New Jersey, granted Bruno R, 
Hauptmann a reprieve, figures in latest developments of case. This 
enormous quantity of picture negative given Jersey’’s chief executive 
gratis by Universal newsreel has been studied by Hoffman and defense 
counsel in detail in last six weeks or more. Still remains in possession 
of N. J. authorities. 





Coast picture reviewers are accustomed to all manner of gag invita- 
tions to previews but eyebrows arched at receipt of bid to pre-showing 
of ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy.” On bonded stock, critics were bidden by 
board of directors of Selznick-International Pictures to attend trade 
and press screening. Thus, preview mob was hosted by John Hay Whit- 
ney, Dr. A. H. Giannini, David O. Selznick, Myron Selznick, C. V. Whit- 
ney and Lloyd Wright. 





Although J. Cheever Cowdin reportedly denied in New York on his 
arrival from Europe that he had gone to England to seek coin for the 
Universal buy, he telephoned Charles R. Rogers on the Coast last week 
that around $2,000,000 is coming from London interests. Understood 
that previous publicity riled Britishers and they cautioned Cowdin against 
giving out any statements that they were interested in the project. 





Benager NuDyke has perfected a synthetic ice, first being used in the 
Lasky-Pickford picture, ‘One Rainy Afternoon.’ It’s overcoming a diffi- 
cult obstacle facing sound cameras in the past. Through use of this 
non-frozen ice, the squeak of steel runners passing over glazed surface 
is eliminated, and cameras are enabled to pick up dialog of skaters with- 
out any surface noises interfering. 


Coast studio fashion designers are talking formation of a guild to force 
recognition from Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in order 
to obtain annual awards for their work. More than 50 recognized de- 
signers are employed on lots, directing 500 regularly employed costume 
makers. 





Number of Hollywood film names have been contacted by A. D. McKie, 
drama ed of the Jersey.City Journal with requests for personally edited 
gossip concerning themselves. McKie says he’s fed up on run-of-the- 
mill publicity blurbs sent out by studios and wants only first hand info 
from the stars, 





Insistence of William Koenig, studio manager, that ‘It’s a Small World,’ 
Margaret Sullavan starrer at Universal, be shot from the cuff rather 
than wait for a completed script caused Richard Wallace and Melville 
Baker to ankle from the lot. Understood that Koenig urged duo to put 
play into form as they went along, but pair balked at quickie methods. 


Recent heavy rains cost Hollywood studios around $250,000 because 
of delayed production and illness. George Hirliman lost $3,500 each day 
for a week because company of 150 making ‘Captain Calamity’ at Cata- 
lina couldn't work. Wet session lasted two weeks without a_ break, 
which is unusual, 





Twentieth-Fox is crediting Charles E. Blake, Chicago newspaperman, 
with the original story on ‘The Country Doctor,’ and Sonya Levien with 
the screen credit. In carly ads Miss Levien was credited with screen play 
from an idea suggested by Blake. 


Metro will not have ‘Petticoat Fever’ and ‘Small Town Girl’ ready to 
meet March release dates. ‘Fever’ is two weeks behind sked, and ‘Girl’ 
three. ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ set to reach exhibs April 17, also probably 
will not make date because it will be shooting until April 1, 


RKO-Radio still is secking suitable yarn for Helen Gahagan, having 
} already. discarded several. Under her one-picture contract, she must 
finish up by July 1. Actress also has one pic pact with Pioneer. 
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London Biz Fine: ‘1 Dream’ $15,000, 





Mutiny’ Strong $247,000, Six Weeks, 
Ghost West’ Figured for 12 Weeks 





London, Feb. 16. 

West-End London film theatres 
are, on the whole, in the money— 
despite the aftermath of the King’s 
death. 

There is no doubt but that extra 
custom is being drawn through 
newsreels of the funeral and other 
screen obits on the King. 

There is an abundance of worth- 
while American and British product 
around the town, and so much new 
material waiting to get in that, in 
some cases, distribs have had diffi- 


culty in fixing theatres for trade 
shows. 
Theatres formerly used for this 


purpose, Palace, Phoenix, Cam- 


bridge, are all playing legit shows, 
while the Prince Edward, most 
popular trade show spot, is shortly 
diving off with its eatery-theatre 
policy. 

Abundance of new pictures from 
the leading studios, particularly 
American, has an angle here in 
that some of the key companies, like 
Metro, are playing first-runs of 
their own product away from their 
own theatres. Metro has the 
Courtneidge ‘Imperfect Lady,’ and 
‘The Bishop Misbehaves,’ at the 
Tivoli and Astoria | respectively. 
Both are G-B houses. 

Gaumont, with the Capitol clos- 
ing for rebuilding 2nd the Tivoli 
expected to last 20 weeks with the 
Chaplin picture, has plenty of prod- 
uct available. 

After keeping it to second runs 
for nearly four years, with occa- 
sionaal exceptions when it had a 
film it was not quite sure about, 
G-B is bringing the distant Marble 
Arch Pavilion into its regular first 
run string, theatre playing the new 


Jack Hulbert ‘Jack of All Trades’ 
starting Feb. 17. 
Estimates 
(At $5 to the £) 

Carlton—‘I Dream Too Much’ 
(Radio). Opened to rave notices 
and looks like being it. Set for 
four weeks with option. Seems 


probable to stay six. 
about $15,000. 

Academy — ‘Sans Famille’ 
(French). Semi-artistic piece, never 
got started in this specialized house. 
Doing $1,7500, bad. ‘Hohe-Schule’ 
(Austrian) will replace. 

Curzon—‘Third Bureau’ (French). 
In the money at this ritzy, rather 
highbrow, house. Swell clientele, 
and in fifth week, is doing $4,500, 
excellent and likely to last six weeks 
in all. ‘Bonne Chance,’ with Sacha 
Guitry, follows. 

Empire—‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ 
(MG). Just completed very healthy 
six weeks, which is record for house 
in six years. ‘Broadway Melody,’ 
which played here seven years ago, 
lasted nine weeks. ‘Mutiny’ opened 
to staggering gross of $60,000. Sec- 
ond week grabbed $50,000. Third 
was $40,000. Fourth, which was 
week the King died, dropped to $34,- 
000, but jumped the following week 
to $37,000. Is bowing out to $26,000, 
with ‘Rendezvous’ (MG) replacing. 

Leicester Square—‘The Ghost 
Goes West,’ (Korda). Smash from 
the word go. Opening weeks around 
$30,000. Now in its eighth week 
and still close to $18,000. Closing 
Feb. 20 to make room for ‘Things 
to Come (Korda), which is figured 
good for 12 weeks. 

London Pavilion—‘The Amateur 
Gentleman’ (Criterion). Opened 
good to $16,000. Douglas Fairbanks, 
Jr., besides appealing to the masses, 
has a special society following here. 
In third week, and still doing over 


Opening week 


$12,000. Will stay another three 
weeks, with ‘When Knights Were 
Bold’ (Capitol), starring Jack Bu- 


chanan, replacing. 

New Gallery—'Man Who Broke 
the Bank of Monte Carlo’ (20th), 
Grossing some of the best business 
here in months. Opened to over 
$15,000, with second week touching 
$14,000, and third week likely to 
better $12,000. Obvious that Ron- 
ald Colman is not by any means a 
spent force. Likely to stay another 
fortnight, with ‘Captain Blood’ 
(WB), replacing. 

Plaza—‘In Person.’ (Radio). Pic- 

ture was turned down by several 
first runs who figured Ginger Rog- 
ers was not strong enough alone. 
Bari St. John, Paramount theatres 
director, took a chance. Result is 
& Surprise click. First week close to 
$20,000, with week-end trade best 
in years. Holding over second week, 
and then makes room for ‘Anything 
Goes,’ (Par) which is expected to 
Stay a fortnight. 
: Regal—‘Dr. Socrates,’ (WB). Well 
liked by most of press, and finished 
to $13,000. Staving second week, 
with ‘Shipmates Forever’ (WB) re- 
placing. 

Rialto —‘Student’ 


‘ s Romance,’ 
(GIP). Surprise 


click at $4,500 at 


‘ 


| 








+. 
this tiny West-End house. Could 
have stayed longer than a fort- 
night, but is being generally re- 
leased, Replaced by ‘Honors Easy’ 
(BIP). 

Tivoli—‘Imperfect Lady,’ (MG). 
Barely touched $10,000 on opening 


week, and lingering for -another six 
days, to await the Chaplin film, 
which looks like relieving the 
house’s headache for at least 20 
weeks. 


Way’ Milks Buf 
For Oke $12,000; 
‘Ghost,’ Solo, $7,500 


Buffalo, Feb. 25. 

(Best Exploitation: Buffalo) 
Business is distinctly on the up- 
grade here this week, with the 
grosses at the Buffalo, Lakes and 
Lafayette standing out in peaks and 
the other houses following along in 
good style. ‘Milky Way’ got fine 
notices and caught on heavily. The 


new West opus looked popular at 
the opening and the Lafayette 
seems to be back in the winning 
column again. 

Cantor's second stanza at the 
Lakes last week sagged badly. 


‘Rose- Marie’ was up to expectations. 
Exploitation for ‘Milky Way’ 
topped the list through wide cover- 
age rather than originality. The 
prescribed tie-up with a big dairy 
company was good for newspaper 
display advertising, thousands of 
bottle covers, bannering of trucks 
and distribution of heralds. All of 
the usual store window displays 
were employed and a few extra ones 
covering sporting angles and eye 
glasses. The Milky Way Candy Bar 
outfit handled several hundred 
cards through its dealers. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Milky Way’ (Par). Proving plenty 
popular got off to a snappy start 
for $12,000 or better. Last week 
‘Marie’ (MG) well liked and better 
than $13,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Ghost’ (UA). Single feature again 
and looks to get $7,500. Last week 
‘Exclusive Story’ (MG) and ‘Dudley’ 
(20th), dual, caught on for $7,300. 

Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40)— 
‘Klondike Annie’ (Par). Nice going 
here and looks right sprightly for 
better than $12,000. Last week 
‘Pink’ (UA) (2d week), slipped off 
and down to $5,300, 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Tough Guy’ (MG) and ‘Freshman 
Love’ (WB). Gross of $6,000 seems 
to be a standing order for the past 
few weeks of duals here, with the 
figures varying only a few hundred 
dollars under or over. Last week 
‘Stars Over Broadway’ (WB) and 
‘Nevada’ (Par), $6,300. 

Lafayette (Ind.) (3,400; 25)— 
‘Punishment’ (Col) and ‘Next’ (Col). 
Drew good press and _= showing 
strong over week-end for fine $10,- 
000. Last week ‘Next Time’ (U), 
not so bad, but down from current 
takings, $7,200. 


Fleet’ Prods Bin, fee 
Strong $12,600; ‘Round’ 
Starts Fast, Sees $8,500 


Providence, Feb. 25, 
(Best Expioitation: Strand) 





Swell business on the horizon, 
clear for first weekend in weeks, 
Frisky even at stands where it's a 
ease of second-fiddle. Big noise is! 
from ‘Follow the Fieet’ at Albee, | 
where things started to pop at a} 
5 o'clock afternoon opening, and} 
continuing strong enough to assure! 
at least two weeks’ run. Coin will! 
be well in the neighborhood of | 
$12.000, 

Things pretty good at Loew's, 
where twin bill, ‘Tough Guy’ and 
‘It Had to Happen,’ are holding up, 
and sure to stick around the $12,000 
mark. 

‘Music Goes Round’ at Strand off 
to a fast start, which can be largely 
attributed to bang-up publicity, but 
outcome doubtful. House figuring 
around $8,500 as the top, although 
plenty more had been hoped for. 

Strand locked horns with Albee 
on ballyhoo. Strand usually con- 
tacts the public via newspapers and 
radio, but this week Fd Reed col- 
laborated with Columbia’s John 





MacNeil and succeeded in outdis- 
tancing Albee plug on ‘Follow the 
Fleet’ with several outstanding 
stunts, 

Strand boys, in addition to spend- 
ing oodles of dough for newspaper 
advertising and garnering plenty of 
publicity, flooded the town with or- 
chestrations; tied up with down- 
town store for flashy window; 
started ‘Round and Around Club’: 
spotted records with WEAN and 
WPRO,- and sponsored amateur 
contest for one week nightly at one 
of the night clubs. 

Albee spent little money with the 
newspapers, preferring to unload 
its stuff via some classy windows 
downtown and through routine 
channels. 


Estimates for This Week 


Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)—‘It 
Had to Happen’ (20th) and ‘Tough 


Guy’ (MG). Dandy, giving every 
indication of $12,000, nice. Last 
week ‘Marie’ (MG) topped $10,000 
for second week, weather being 
plenty tough. 

RKO Albee 2,500; 15-25-40)— 
‘Fleet’ (RKO). Opening specially 


timed with result that late Thurs- 
day (20) starter was bigger than 
hoped for; looks like holdover: 
gross should have no trouble in 
reaching $12,000 mark, or better, if 
the weather holds. Last week ‘Lady 
Consents’ (RKO) and ‘Yellow Dust’ 
(RKO) seven and half day run 
garnered $7,500 for house, oke. 

Strand (2,200; 15-25-40)—‘Round’ 
(Col) and ‘Leavenworth’ (Rep). 
Opening big and week-end biz brisk, 
but not much more than _ $8,500 
looked for. Last week ‘Nevada’ 
(Par) and ‘Milky Way’ (Par) nice 
at $9,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Pasteur’ (WEB) and ‘Broadway 
Hostess’ (WB). No more than $7,500 
Last week ‘Forest’ (WB) and 
‘Widow’ (WB), so-so at $7,000. 

Fay’s (2,200; 15-25-40)—‘Trouble’ 
(20th) and vaudeville. Just the type 
of bill for house clientele; opening 
indicates $7,000, good. Last week 
‘Invisible Ray’ (U) also swell at 
$7,200. 


‘ANNIE’ TAKING 
K. C. FOR 315,000 


Kansas City, Feb. 25. 
(Best Exploitation: Tower) 

With a warm sun thawing the ice 
off the streets over the week end, 
smiles have come back and the 
boys have hopes of forgetting the 
red ink bottle. 

Newman decided on Tuesday as 
opening date for ‘Klondike Annie’ 
and is showing a fast pace, the best 
in many weeks, with indications of 
a two weeks run. 

With ‘Exclusive Story,’ the Mid- 
land used thousands of numbered 
tabloid heralds, with some of the 
numbers posted in the lobby of the 
theater which were good for passes. 
Opening was light, but things 
perked up a bit over the week end. 
Mainstreet has ‘Hollywood Secrets’ 
revue with Jackie Coogan and Betty 
Grable, together with ‘Lady Con- 
sents.” 

Tower has ‘Music Goes Round’ 
and the management went plenty 
round to put it over. Exploitation 
started two weeks in advance with 
24-sheet stands on the boards, per- 
sonal appearances of the writers of 
the song. Jumbo telegrams with a 
message from Harry Richman, and 
went into the old sock for extra 
cash for huge display ads. All in 
all, a nice job. 

Estimates For This Week. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-35- 
50)—‘Lady Consents’ (RKO) ‘Holly- 
wood Secrets’ unit, and March of 
Time. Lot of show for the money 
and expected to wind up with close 
to $15,000, good. Last week ‘Muss 
‘Em Wp’ (RKO) and Ted Lewis re- 
vue. Suffered from severe weather 
and many of Lewis regulars not 
present, but got $15,500, Okay. 

Midland (Loews) (4,000; 25-40)— 
‘Exclusive’ (MG). Opened light but 
has prospects of slight build. Likely 
uround $7,500, not so good. Last 
week ‘Had to Happen’ (20th) $7,800. 

Newman (Far) (1,900; 25-40)— 
‘Annie’ (Par). Onened Tuesday (18) 
and has been doing business all the 
time. Likely to be held over. Ex- 
pects $15,000, great. Last week 
‘Forest’ (WB) got the best notices 
on the street but finished with $6,- 
800, just fair. 





Tower (Rewot) (2,200; 25-35)— 
‘Round’ (Col) and stage show, 
‘Mardi Gras.’ Lines formed early 


and the business over the week end 
was heavy. Indications for $9,500, 
good. Last week ‘Next Time’ (U), 
and stage show, $5,600, not so good. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25)—‘Per- 
sonal’ (U). Prospects not so geod, 
maybe $2,500, discouraging. Last 
week ‘Dance Band’ (FD) only lasted 
three days when ‘My Marriage’ 
(20th) was rushed in and held for 
five days, but with no better results. 
Poor $2,490 for the eight days. 





Fleet’ Sails to 1056, ‘Lonesome 
Pine’ with Duchin Smash $52,000; 
Bowes Ams on Bway Up Roxy, 406 





(Best Exploitation: Par) 

Lent arrived today (Wednesday) 
just after a long cold spell seems 
broken. The managers are so used 
to these breaks, however, that they 
don’t seem to mind any more. 
They’ve found out through the six 
weeks of snow and ice, so far, that 
if they have the pictures they do 
all right regardless. They're facing 
the Lenten period with less concern 
than in former years, remembering 
also that last spring Lent didn’t 
hurt so much after all. Not in this 
town at least. 

This week three new pictures are 
soaking up most of the business. 
They are ‘Follow the Fleet,’ at the 
Music Hall, ‘Trail of the Lonesome 
Pine’ at the Paramount, and ‘Don’t 
Get Personal’ at the Roxy, latter 
aided greatly by Major Bowes Ama- 
teur Unit No. 1 on the stage. The 
ams are getting $6,000 on the week 
and, from all indications, they’re 
worth that and more as a box office 
card, 


On Saturday (22), Washington's 
birthday, the Hall, Par and Roxy 


couldn’t handle the crowds pushing 
to get in. Hall played to a new 
high of $24,000 for any Saturday, 
while the Par set a record for at- 
tendance that day, with 22,000 
passing the doors, grossing $11,800. 
The Roxy had its best Saturday in 
four years, playing to 27,300 people 
and grossing $11,500 on the day. 
With the big push that came on 
Washington’s birthday, the Music 
Hall will gross $105,000 on the first 


week of ‘Fleet,’ which holds over. 
Picture started slowly but picked 
up strong. ‘Pine’ at the Para- 


mount is sure of $52,000 the first 
week ending last night (Tues.). 
Picture stays a second and probabty 
a third week. At the Roxy the fig- 
ures say over $40,000 but no can 
hold though would like to. 

While the three big leaders are 
into the money by balesfull, busi- 
ness elsewhere isn’t entirely bad. 
On Saturday (22) everyone got a 
pretty good play, managers of the 
Roxy, Hall and Par believing that 
overflow they couldn't take care of 
went to other theatres. ‘Road Gang,’ 
which came into the Strand Satur- 
day (22) may hit around $25,000 but 
stays only one week. ‘The Walking 
Dead’ opens Saturday (29). ‘Music 
Goes Round’ weak at the Capitol, 
probably not over $20,000. 

‘Yellow Dust’ will hole out at $7,- 
500 or over at Rialto Friday night 
(28), getting by. This will be lowest 
figure for the small-seater since it 
opened Christmas day. At the As- 
tor ‘Lady of Secrets’ isn’t much, but 
maybe $7,000. Third week for ‘Mod- 
ern Times’ ending tonight (Wed.) 


will be about $40,000, while at the: 


State good biz is being enjoyed by 
‘Riffraff’ and, on the stage, Dave 
Apollon unit, $25,000 or more. — 

The manner in which the Par sold 
‘Pine,’ far in advance and on first 
week of run entities this house to 
exploitational honors by a_ wide 
margin. With cold weather still 
around last week, a cute stunt was 
serving coffee and doughnuts to 
people waiting in lines to get in. 
This was done Thursday morning 
(20). House built its biggest elec- 
tric sign over marquee ends, went 
to town on other front exploitation, 
and spent a lot of money in the 
papers. Theatre took seven-column 
ads all the way down the page in 
three leading dailies, ads running 
over 2,000 lines. It’s the first time 
a théatre has taken seven-column 
display ads for full length. 


Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 25-35-55)—‘Lady of 
Secrets’ (Col). May push up to 
$7,000, fair. ‘Mr. Cohen Takes a 
Walk’ (WB) on nine days, did $6,- 
500, not much, either. 

Capitol ($4,620; 25-35-55-85-$1.25) 
—'Music Goes Round’ (Col). Found 
opposition pretty tough against it 
this week and unlikely to mount 
$20,000, disappointing. Managerial 
opinion is that the title is keeping 
‘em away. Last week, third for 
‘Rose Marie’ (MG) went over $25,000. 

Center (3,525: 25-35-55-85-$1.10)— 
‘Shark Island’ (20th) (2d week). 
Finished its second week last night 
(Tues.), dipping to $10,000 on hold- 
over after first week of $22,000. 
‘Voice of Bugle Ann’ (MG) opens 
this morning (Wed.). 

Palace (1,790: 26-35-55)—'‘Celling 
Zero’ (WR) and ‘Chatterbox’ (RKO), 
dual, ‘Zero’ pulling ‘em in and 
maybe $10,000, fairly good. Last 
week's coupleton, ‘Next Time We 
Love’ (U) and ‘Pro. Soldier’ (20th), 
under $9,000. 

Paramount (3.664; 25-35-55-85)— 
‘Lonesome Pine’ (Par) and Eddy 
Duchin band in pit. Opened up very 
strong and on first week ending last 


night (Tues.), $52,000, smash tak- 
ings. Stays second and probably 
third week. Holdover of ‘Anything 
Goes’ (Par) and Isham Jones or- 


chestra, $26,000. 
Radio City Music Hall (5,989: 40- 
60-35-99-$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Follow the 





| 





| 
| 


Fleet’ (RKO) and stage show. New 
Astaire-Rogers musical opened a 
little disappointingly but quickly hit 
its stride and on first seven days 
looks like mighty $105,000, holding 
over. ‘Petrified Forest’ (WB), in 
ahead, on second week, $55,000, mild. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-65)—‘Yellow 
Dust’ (RKO). Figures for $7,500 or 
a bit over, getting by. Last week 
‘Bohemian Girl (MG), $8,200. 

Rivoli (2,092; 40-75-99)—‘Modern 
Times’ (Chaplin-UA) (3d week). 
Probably around $40,000 this week, 
third, ending tonight (Wed.). Sec- 
ond week, $50,000. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-35-55)—‘Don’t Get 
Personal’ (U) and Bowes amateurs 
unit No. 1. The first Bowes amateur 
show which has been on the road 
since last July is doing the trick 
here; over $40,000 in the bag and big 
but can't hold. Last week house got 
$30,200, o. k., on ‘It Had to Happen’ 
(20th) and stage show. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-65-85)—“Road 
Gang’ (WB). Doing fairly good 
and may hit $25,000 but not holding. 
‘The Walking Dead’ (WB) comes in 
Saturday a. m. (29). Last week, 
second for ‘Pasteur’ (WB), unger 
$25,000. 

State (3.450; 35-55-75)—Rifftraff’ 
(MG) and Dave Apollon stage unit. 
Apollon show credited with helping 
Harlow starrer to $25,000 or more. 
Picture didn’t do anything at the 
Cap on first run but with Apollon 
here for dessert may he attiuctine a 
little better. Last week ‘Strike Me 
Pink’ (Par) came close to $30,000 
on the week. 


King Band Big. 
206; ‘Milky’ Fair, 
$70,000, in Wash. 


Washington, Feb. 25. 
(Best Exploitation: Keith’s) 

Balmy breezes pulling the home- 
bodies out of hiding and melting ice 
and snow leave no place to go but 
the theatres this week. Result is 
that total gross will be away up. 

Earle is on top with personal of 
Wayne King and band. House was 
over-optimistic in starting off with 
six shows daily, but on week will 
finish nicely. Fox put plenty be- 
hind Harold Lloyd and critics came 
through nobly, but the comic is 
lukewarm with the  sophisticates 
and won't better average week. 

Shift in Gaumont-British outlets 
gives GB the Metropolitan instead 
of Keith's. First experiment with 
English flicker at WB straight-film 
spot is faring well and house will 
get at least ordinary gross with 
‘King of Damned.’ 

Keith’s rate best bally honors for 
campaign on ‘Ghost Goes West.’ 
Spot hung flock of tie-ups on ghost 
angle and it proved a natural, 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘Milky Way’ (Par) and vaude. No 
name in vaude, putting entire bur- 
den on Lloyd. Despite nice bally 
and reviews, pic won't better fair 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Happen’ (20th) 
can thank Dave Apolon wunit for 
$20,000, 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60) 
—‘Ghost’ (UA). Pic sold to intel- 
ligentsia before it arrived and Do- 








nat pulling the pop trade. [Hf it 
holds, house should see swell 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Lady Consents’ 


(RKO) and ‘March of Time’ got oke 
$9,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60- 
70)—‘Millions in Air’ (Par) and 
vaude. Wayne King band on stage 
accounting for big $20,000. Last 


week, ‘Forest’ (WB) and Daniels- 
Lyon on stage clicked with nice 
$18,500. 


Palace (Loew) (2,363; 25-35-60)— 
‘Marie’ (MG) (2d week). Bidding to 
equal house record for holdover. 
Looks like sock $17,006. Last week, 
same flicker soared to beautiful 
$23,500. 

Met (WRB) (1853: 25-40)—‘King 
of Damned’ (GB). First British film 
in WB smaller house looking toward 
oke $5,000. Last week, ‘Zero’ (WB) 


in second downtown week won 
good $4,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,583; 25-40)— 
‘Pink’ (UA). Third week on main- 


stem will get oke $4,500. Last week, 
‘Bride’ (Par) in third downtown 
stanza and debut of ‘Little America’ 
(Par), took nice $6,000. 

Belas¢o (Radin) (1,100; 25-35-50- 
60)—‘Loyalties’ (FD). Only draw is 
through Galisworthy novei and it 
isn't getting the mob. Coming out 
tomorrow (26) with floppo $1,200 for 
six davs. Last week, revival of 
‘Disraeli’ (WB), got oke $2,800. 
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Sun Comes Out, Grosses Perk, 
‘Music’ Topping L. A., $16,200 


Times, 2d, 256; Forest’ Firm 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. | 
(Best Exploitation: Paramount) | 
With Southern California getting 
a bit of its sunshine after a two- 
week omission, trade has perked up|! 
again in town. The horde that came | 
on for the Santa Anita Handicap 
as well as the locals, finding fairly | 
appetizing screen fare in the local 


menages are sort of helping bolster | 
up trade a bit. 


Paramount is leader on the indi- | 
vidual take of the first-run group | 
with ‘Music Goes Round’ (Col) on} 

| 


screen and the ‘Calling All Cars’ act } 
on stage. Will hit better than the 
$16,200 mark. Chinese and State 
playing Charlie Chaplin in ‘Modern 
Times’ for second stanza are des- 
tined to hit a combined $25,000 take, 
which is plenty good, especially 
with the reduction to regular tariff 
from the 75 cent tap with which pic 
ran for four days of first week in} 
both houses. } 

‘Petrified Forest’ plenty healthy | 
attraction in the Warner Downtown | 
and Hollywood on second stanza 
where combined take will hit around 
the $14,000 mark. 

Double bill in evidence at the 
Pantages and RKO again with two 
RKO’'ers, ‘Love On a Bet’ and ‘Muss 
’Em Up’ the attractions. Business| 
better than week before when house 
had a single bill attraction and 
should bring in a total for the two 
houses of better than $12,200. 
‘Professional Soldier’ started off a 
two to three week run at the Four 
Star in good style. ‘Informer’ in on 
the ballyhoo at Filmarte not cutting 
much soap locally, as pic mob saw 
pic on its initial run and public not 
extremely interested. 

Paramount unleashed the bank- 
roll on exploiting ‘Music Goes) 
Zound’ in novel fashion. House | 
gave away 1,000 kazoo horns with 
card attached calling attention to} 
attraction. May Company, depart- 





and newspapers, also adv hat named 
after pic title. Music stores were 
heavily placarded with literature 
and cards. Stage show also tied in 
on ballyhoo with ‘Calling All Cars’ 


ment store, went for window space | 
| 


sponsors spotting cards in all of its | 


filling stations and plugging in news- 
papers kiddie contest with free 
tickets to winners. Transcriptions 
were used on all indie radio sta- 
tions in exchange for passes, with 


the major studios getting coin for} 


their time. The KHJ ‘California 
Melodies’ ork also on stage had air 
plug from the station. And to boot 
the house put out 20,000 aluminum 
dises to snap on coat lapels which 
made their exhibitors automatic 
members of the ‘Music Goes Round’ 
club, same as was done in Onyx 
club, New York. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30- 
40-55)—‘Modern Times’ (UA) (2d 
week). Holdover stanza _ pretty 


healthy with weekend trade being 
responsible for it hitting the $12,- 
000 mark. Last week, initial stanza 


with the $5.50 premiere included, | Circle with $4,000 or so in prospect. | 


Exploiteers battled wildly on the’ 9 ? b] 96 
‘Wilderness’-‘Pagans 96, 


possibly winning by a shade on its | 


apolis Milk Council on the nes | Ghost’ $11,000, Montreal 


drew little over the estimate, get- 
ting $26,230. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800, 30-35- 
40)—‘Forest’ (WB) (2d week). One 
of best holdover attractions house 
has had in long time and will pull 
out with around $7,000. Last week, 
just bit shy of calculations but 
plenty profitable at $8,800. 

Filmarte (Fox) (900: 40-55)—‘In- 


former’ (RKO). They're not geing 
off their nut on this one. Doing 


just around average first week biz 
in house in getting $2,300. Last 
week ‘Soak the Rich’ (Par) second 
and final. For the six day windup 
came through as expected with $1,- 
650 which does not call for tears or 


red ink, 
Four Star (Fox) (900: 30-35)— | 
‘Pro Soldier’ (20th). Neatly ex-} 


ploited and doing nice trade which 


‘Ghost’ (UA) third and final 
just as expected in 
\ 


did 


veek. 

Hollywood (WHE) (2,756; 
—Torest’ (WB) (2d week). With 
couple previews thrown in this one 
helding up in great shape and will 
bow out with close to $7,000 on the 
holdover week. First week big $10,- 


500. 

Orpheum (Bway) (2,276; 25-30- 
25-40)—’Timothy’ (Par: and ‘Hos- 
tess’ (WB) split and vaudeville. 
House hitting it’s usual siiide 
though management disclaims do- 
ing as much business as it does. 
Will reach around $8,500. Last wee 


‘Chatterbox’ (RKO) and 
(U), plenty good at $8,100, 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 25-35-40- 
55) —‘Love On Bet’ (RKO) and ‘Muss 
’Em’ (RKO), split. Though house 
missed opening mat account Alex 
Pantages funeral still has plenty 
profit on week with previews help- 
ing this double shew to around $6,- 
000 take. Last week ‘Next Time’ 
(U) and ‘Invisible Ray’ ¢U), liste 
above calculations with an even 
$6,000. a 

Paramount (Parimar) (3.5%; 


‘Stormy’ 


30- 


a $2,700 finale ! 


30-40-55) | 


40-55)—‘Round’ (Col) and stage 
| show. lt’'s lots and lots for the 
coin tuis week so house is sailing 


for a sure $16,200. Last week ‘Lady 


of Secrets’ (Col) and ‘Master's 
Voice’ (Par). Better than indications 
with previews helping to a $14,100) 
| finale, 
RKO (2,950; 25-35-40-55)—‘Love | 
On Bet’ (RKO) and ‘Muss ‘Em’ | 
(RKO) split. Started off at great! 
pace and will windup with around | 
$6,200, which calls for glee. Last 
week ‘Next Time’ (U) and ‘Invis- 
ible Ray’ (U). Just bit weaker than | 


anticipated, bowing out with $5,500. 
State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
55)—Modern Times’ (UA) (2d 
week). Kids with clement weather | 
are giving this one heavy play on 
holdover stanza which will help it 
toward a sure $13,000. Last week, 
first it got bit below figures account 
weather so bowed with an $18,200. 
United Artists (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
30-40-55)—-"Tough Guy’ (MG) and 
‘The Ghost West’ split. Not 
so forte. Bank nite only important 


Goes 


one. May hit around the _. $4,000 
mark with bank nite bringing in 
25% of this take. Last week ‘Riff 


Raff’ (MG) and ‘Live Ghosts’ (MG), 
fell below management dreams 


ing in the so-so class at $5,000. Last 
week ‘Rose Marie’ (MG) did swell 
$12,000 against some unfavorably 
cold weather. 

| Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
|‘Man Hunt’ (WB) and Olsen and 
| Johnson revue on stage. Latter are 
favorites here and are doing sensa- 
tional business at these prices and 
the seating capacity with a take of 
$12,000. Last week ‘My Marriage’ 
(20th) and ‘Radio City Foiiies’ stage 
unit average at $7,000. 





DENVER COUGHS 


UP 313,000 
FOR MAE 


Denver, Feb, 25. 
(Best Exploitation: Denham) 

Every first run in town, except 
the Paramount, is running above 
average currently, with two films 
moving over for extended runs. 

‘Pasteur’ is giving the Aladdin its 
best business since the holidays and 
film goes to the Broadway next. 
‘Klondike Annie’ is getting big 
money in eight days at the Denham, 
but goes out due to stage show 
opening Thursday (27). 

Chaplin picture fell below expec- 
tations at the Denver, but still good 
enough to warrant a second week 
at the Paramount and probably a 
third at the Aladdin. If Chaplin 








blowing up with bit over $3,500. 


Olsen-Johnson 
Up ‘Man Hunt 
To Big $12, 


Indianapolis, Feb. 25. 
(Best Exploitation: Indiana) 


| Olsen and Johnson on 
|at the Lyric are the big noise of 
the week with indications of sweep- 
ing to a $12,000 gross, best tne 
|} house has had in many months. 
| The film on the combination bill is 
|‘Man Hunt,’ played up cleverly as 
a Chic Sale comedy vehicle. Five 
shows were used daily over the 
weekend and still it was necessary 
to stop selling tickets several times 





at peak periods, because of the 
overflow. 
‘Milky Way’ at the Indiana is 


doing okay at a pace that indicates 
$6,000 on the week. 

Biz generally a bit better through- 
out the downtown sector with the 
weather man giving everybody a 
break for a change. ‘Pasteur’ is 
faring moderately well at the Apollo 
with a likely $4,250 in store, while 
Loew’s with a dual of ‘Music Goes 
Round and “Tough Guy’ is in the 
mild bracket at the $5,000 mark. 
A repeat date of ‘Informer’ dualled 
with ‘Chatterbox’ is fair at the 


j 





current attractions with the Indiana 


elaborate tieup with the Indian- 


film which included a timely pa- 


| collars distributed on milk bottles, 
|ete. The Lyric campaign on Olsen 
and Johnson's stage revue included 


play ads, and several good news- 
paper art breaks on the two come- 
dians visiting the weather man, etc. 
The Apollo worked hard on the 
‘Pasteur’ film in tying up on 
literary angles as well 
school and medical association en- 





dorsements, while Loew's showed 
lets of fight with its camnaign on 
i ‘Music Goes Round,’ 


i with Red Hodgson, etc. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apolio (1,109; 25-40)-—--‘Pasteur’ 


(Wt). Pretty good at $4,250. Sold 
; well in unusual display ads along 
‘important message’ lines. Last 


week ‘Had to Happen’ (20th) light- 


weight $2,600. 

| Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
—‘Chaiterbox’ (RKO) dualled with 
| repeat of ‘Informer’ (RKO). Latier 
getiing all the play in ads as 


' 
| best picture.’ tesults fair at about 
| $4,009. Last week ‘Lady Consents’ 
(RKO) inoderate at $4,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 25-40) 

‘Milky Way’ (Par). Enthusiastic 
endorsement of one of local news- 
paper reviewers obtained in advance 
jand used throughout campaign. 
'(Gross okay at $6,000. Last week 
‘Petrified Forest’ (WB) under par 
considerably at $4,200. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2,800: 
| ‘Music Goes Round’ (Col) 
with “Tough Guy’ (MG). Revers- 
ing the usual custom at this spot 
and playing the Columbia picture 


25-40)— 
dualtled 





' 
| 
|} 50)—‘Pasteur’ 
i 
‘ 
' 


the stage} 


rade of milk wagons, 80,000 special 


the | 
as gaining’ show at 9 p.m. 


‘brought back because it was 1935's} 


over the Meiro, the house is linger-'! 


had talked, all Denver would have 
| turned out, 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40- 
(FN). Giving house 
business; $4,000. lLasi 
Night’ (20th) and 
(G-B), split, 


exceptional 
week ‘Saturday 
| ‘King of Damned’ 
around $2,000. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25- 
40)—‘Forest’ (WB) four days and 
| "Widow Monte Carlo’ (WB) three 
| days. ‘Forest’ responsible for most 
of the $2,000 total. Last week ‘Zero’ 
| (FN) ana ‘Invisible Ray’ (U), split, 
$1,000. Cold snap hurt plenty. Both 
| films had already played a week at 
other Huffman houses, the former 
at the Denver, and the latter at the 
Aladdin. 

Denham (Cooper) (1,500; 25-35- 
40)—‘Annie’ (Par). West picture 
| clicking for $13,000 in eight days. 
Last week ‘Master’s Voice’ (Par) 
topped town with Bowes amateurs 
in person, at close to $9,000. 

Denver (Huffman) (1,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Modern Times’ (UA) and stage 
band. Okay $12,000 here and goes 
to Paramount. Last week ‘Forest’ 
(WB) played to average business in 
| spite of the cold snap, and closed 
| at $7,000, resulting in the film going 
to the Broadway for extended run. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Lady Consents’ (RKO). Turning 
in nice $6,500. Last week ‘Exclu- 
| sive Story’ (MG) went down with 
| only $4,000 for the week. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—Gallant Defender’ (Col), and 
‘Lone Wolf’ (Col), double. Not up 
| with rest of town at $2,500. Last 
week ‘Dr. Harrigan’ (FN) and 
| ‘Freshman Love’ (WB), double, suf- 
ifered from the cold, and got only 
| $2,500. 








| 


Montreal, Feb. 25. 


| (Best Exploitation: Palace) 
| Chaplin pic again leads the field 





a classified ad tieup with one of on the second week and maybe a 
the dailies, 2,000 lines of co-op dis-| 


couple of good weeks still ahead of 
| it. Princess, after turnaway biz 
|all week, holds-over ‘Modern Times’ 
land the fans were lined up for 
couple of blocks over week-end, 
They start at noon and run the last 
This means another 
| $12,000 at least, since Lent should 
| keep a proportion away. 

| Palace is putting up a good fight 


connecting | on ‘Ghost Goes West’ with intensive 
for first stanza will hit around $5,- f with music stores, special stories on! exploitation and 
200, which is durn good. Last week! the Farley and Riley legal dispute | Capitol 


looks for $11,000. 
has ‘Wilderness’ and ‘Last 
of Pagans,’ a good show that may 
gross $9,000. Loew’s has Ginger 
Rogers, very popular here, in ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance’ and better than 
average stage show and should 
$12,000. Cinema _ Imperial 
hopes for gross $4.0090 on ‘La 
de Bombay’ and ‘Man Hunt.’ Cinema 
de Paris with ‘Maternite’ and 
‘Rothschild looks like 
$1,200. St. Denis has ‘Amants et 
Voleurs’ and ‘La Famille Pont- 
Dicuet’ for $5,900. Nabes will take a 
i beating over the Lent season. 
George Rotsky, Palace, is basing 
his exploitation on the popular star 
| Donat, on Korda, producer, 
Claire, French director and Robert 
Sherwood, author, of ‘Ghost Goes 
West,’ all money names here. 
|}uses the New York ad in local press 
and has tied up to every variety of 
‘manufacturer and store for per- 
| fumes, gowns, flowers, pipes, cigars, 
| jewels, hats and even motorcars, 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Ghost’ 
(Regal). Looks like good bet here 
jand may get $11,000, very good for 
first week of Lent. Last week, re- 


ross 


possible | 


Rene |} 





} 





| 


|‘In Person’ (REO) and stage show. 
Both big pulls and gross should be 





Malle | 


| 


| 
j 


He | ‘Chan's Secret’ (Fox) and ‘Dudley’ 





Fleet’ $26,000, ‘Shark’ $20,000 in Philly 
Chaplin Stands Up with $24,000, 2d Wk. 





peat of ‘Two Cities’ (MG), held up 
fairly well at $8,000. 

Capito! (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Wilder- 
ness’ (MG) and ‘Pagans’ (MG). 
Looks like $9,000. Last week 
‘Burlesque’ (20th) and ‘My Marriage’ 
(20th) did well at $10,900. 

Loew’s (M. T. Co.) (3,200; 


50)— 


$12,000. Last week ‘Scarlett’ (RKO) 
and prez $10,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 
‘Modern Timés’ (UA) and 
That Girl (Col) (2d week). Chaplin 
will repeat for $12,000. Last week 
house took overything it could hold 
at $15,000. 

Cinema Imperial (Ind) (1,600; 

-‘La Malle de Bombay’ and 
Hunt’ (WB). Might got high as“ 
$1,000. Last week ‘Frisco Water- 
front’ (Rep) and ‘Achille’ $3,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 


50) — 


‘Guard 


34) 
‘Man 


(600; 50)—‘Maternite’ and ‘Roths- 
child” Getting $1,300. Last week 
‘Princesse Lintaine’ and ‘Bour- 
rachon; $1,000. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
34)—‘Amants et Voleurs’ and ‘La 


Famille Pont-Diguet.’ Indicated 
$5,000. Last week ‘Jerome Perreau’ 
and ‘Odette,’ $4,000. 


Big Campaign 
Gets Round Off 


Fast in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Feb. 25, 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 
Quality and quantity of screen en- 
tertainment, with a world premiere 
and reopening of Grand Opera 
House as a first run theatre with a 


combo policy, are highlights in 
Missouri’s metropolis this week, 
even overshadowing the weather, 


which has taken a turn for the bet- 
ter, 

The big Fox splashed the town 
far, wide and handsome for 
premiere of ‘Music Goes Round,’ and 
although it finds stiff opposition in 
every front, it may find itself the 
blue ribbon house in b.o. take this 
week. If it accomplishes this feat 
it will be the first time in a long 
period. 

Down the street at Shubert-Rialto 
Mae West in ‘Kiondike Annie’ holds 
forth and getting a good play. 

Quantity is the Ambassador's of- 
fering, with the lowest night price, 
40c., in history of house. Dual pro- 
gram, ‘I Conquer the Sea’ and 
‘Leavenworth Case,’ is augmented 
by ‘Club Plantation Revue,’ all-sepia 
aggregation on stage, 

Grand Opera House, scaled from 
15e. to 35c., is offering a dualer, 
‘Dance Band’ and ‘Idol of Millions,’ 
Jack Dempsey story, in addition to 
eights acts of vaudeville. Theatre 
will operate on 12 hour basis, start- 
ing at 11 a.m. Managed by indepen- 
dents. a 

Harry Greenman, Fox mgr., and 
his staff went the limit in exploiting 
‘Music’ for a fine campaign. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F&M) (5,038: 25-35-55)— 
‘Round’ (Col) and ‘Saturday Night’ 
(Fox). Wow opening points to $16,- 
200 week with possibility of hold- 
over on good exploitation campaign. 
Last week ‘Next’ (Col) and ‘Per- 
sonal’ (U), $8,800, plenty for this 
dualer. 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,018: 25-35- 
40)—‘Conquer the Sea’ (Jud) and 
‘Leavenworth’ (Rep) and ‘Club Plan- 
tation Revue’ on stage. May better 
$11,300, best in some weeks. Last 
week ‘Ghost’ (GB) and ‘Dancing 
Feet’ (Rep). Garnered only $7,900. 

Shubert-Rialto (3$VB) (1,725: 25- 
35-55)—‘Annie’ (Par) and _ shorts. 
Wisely playing a single with Mae! 
West and might exceed $11,600, 
swell. Last week ‘Timothy’ (Par) 
and ‘Only Human’ (RKO), $7,000, 
fair. 

Orpheum (WRB) (1,950: 
—Fleet’ (RKO) and 
miss $14,060 for one of biggest 
weeks since WB took over house. 
Last week ‘Pasteur’ (FN) dropped | 
a bit tewards end of run but fin- 
ished with satisfactory $11,360. 

Loew’s (Lwew) (3,162! 25-35-55)— 
‘Whipsaw’ (MG) and ‘Tough Guy’ 
(MG). Figures to cop $11,300, less 
than average. Last week ‘Marie’ 
(MG), after sagging in middle of 
second week, closed strong for 
$11,860. 

Missouri 


25-35-55) 
shorts, Can't 


(F&M) (3,514; 25-40)— 
(Fox). Won't do better than $4,800 
unless overflow from Fox and Shu- 
bert helps. Last week ‘O'Day’ (Fox) 
and vaudeville. Last week of vaude- 
ville at this house pulled in $8,400 
for good week. 

Grand Opera House (Ind) (2,200: 





15-25-35)—‘Danece Band’ (All) and 
‘Idol of Millions’ (Sup) and vande- | 
ville. Low scale will hold take to! 
not more than $3,500. 





Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 

For the first time in many weeks 
Philly’s streets are being cleared of 
a great deal of their snow, and with 
the temperature no longer around 
the zero mark daily, biz in the down- 
town film houses should be on the 
rise. 

Best possibility of all the new 
batch is ‘Follow the Fleet,’ which 
zoomed off to some great trade and 
is headed for a strong $26,000 in its 
first week at the Stanley. Astaire- 
Rogers pic figured for a sure two 
weeks; more time is unlikely even 
with fine trade because bookings are 
piling up at this house with the 
second-run theatres and  nabes 
clamoring for pix. 

‘Shark Island’ landed a swell set 
of notices at the Fox and is set for 
two weeks. First week's figure 
should hit $20,000. Earle, while it 
won't hit as high this week as it 
has for the last two, figures for a 
neat $16,500 with Gene Raymond on 
the stage and also in the pic, ‘Love 
on a Bet.’ 

On the other hand, ‘Lady Con- 
sents’ is not doing anything hot at 
the Aldine, where it lingers only a 
week; $9,000 will be plenty. ‘Petri- 
fied Forest’ closes a five-day second 


week tonight (Tuesday) with ‘Pas- 
teur’ in at the Boyd to follow. Crix 


have given this one a tremendous 
advance boost, as everywhere, but 
b. o. response is doubtful. 

Chaplin’s ‘Modern Times’ is still 
doing big at the Erlanger and be- 
cause of that theatre's rather remote 
location it has been helped a lot by 
the clearing weather. Ought to do 
$24,000 on the strength of the first 
week’s amazing $28,000. Run is in- 
definite. 

‘Tough Guy’ is light at the Stan- 
ton, ‘Ghost Goes West’ isn’t having 
a very good second run showing at 
Keith's, and ‘Next Time We Love,’ 
also-second run, is just so-so at the 
Kariton. ‘Anything Goes,' on the 
other hand, is getting by nicely on 
second run at the Arcadia. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65)—‘Lady 
Consents’ (RKO). Looks like weak 
sister with one week enough. May- 
be $9,000. Last week “Ghost Goes 
West’ (UA), enly $4,500 in six-day 
second week, 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Goes’ 
(Par). Second run and good $2,800 
indicated. Last week, ‘Prof. Soldier’ 
(20th) second run, so-so $2,300. 


. 


Boyd 2,400; 40-55)—'‘Forrest’ 
(WB). Ends five-day second week 


tonight (Tuesday) with only $9,500. 
Last week's $13,500 was fair. ‘Pas- 
teur’ in tomorrow. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-50)—‘Love on 
Bet’ (RKO) and vaude. Gene Ray- 
mond in person should heip get nice 
$16,500. Last week ‘$1,000 a Minute’ 


(Rep) and Eddie Cantor unit big 
$30,000. 
Erlanger 2,000 ; 40-55-87)— 


‘Modern Times’ (UA). Still big with 
$24,000 indicated helped by holiday 
(Sat.) and better streets. Last 
week’s $28,000 had ’em all gasping. 

Fox (3,000; 40-55-65)—Shark 
Island’ (20th) and stage show. In 
for two weeks. Good notices. Ought 
to hit $20,000. Last week, ‘Happen’ 
(20th) and stage show with George 
Givot, $18,000. 

Karliton (1,000; 25-35-40)—‘Next 
Time’ (U), second run. So-so $2,500. 
Last week ‘Marie’ (MC), second 
run, good $4,000. 

Keith’s (2,000; 30-40-50)—‘Ghost’ 
(UA), second run. Maybe $2,500. 
Last week ‘Bugle Ann’ (MG), first 
run, dismal $1,900, 

Stanley (3,700; 40-55)—‘Fleet’ 
(RKO). Very big at start and won't 
have much trouble hitting $26,000, 
maybe more. Last week ‘Next Time’ 
(U), $9,000 in six days. 

Stanton (1,700; 30-40-50)—‘Tough 
Guy’ (MG). Not so forte, maybe $6,- 
500. Last week ‘King of Damned’ 
(G-B), pretty sad at $6,200. 


TACOMA IMPROVES 


‘Rose Marie’ Solo Gives Roxy $4,800 
‘Zero’ ‘Dark’ $3,500 








Tacoma, Feb. 
(Best Exploitation: Roxy) 

Better break in weather presages 
improved biz here. 

Roxy getting best publicity blasts 
with music store tieups and radio 
plugs for ‘Rose Marie.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


25. 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (750: 16- 
27)-—‘Tough Guy’ (MG) and ‘Beat 
Band’ (RKO), dual. Nice at $1,300. 
Last week, ‘No Mercy’ (20th) and 
‘Musketeers’ (RKO), dual, okay at 
$1,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1.400; 16- 
27-37)—‘Zero’ (FN) and ‘Two in 
Dark’ (RKO), dual. Plenty appeal 
for good $3,500. Two days of ‘Men 
Without. Names’ (Par) and Bowes 
No. 4 unit, got $1,500. Last week, 
‘Cook’ (Col) and ‘Only Human’ 


(RKO) dual, $3,000, good. 

Roxy (Hamrick) (1,300; 16-27-37) 
—‘Rose Marie’ (MG), singleton. with 
‘March of Time.’ A big one. $1509. 
Last week, ‘Dangerous’ (WB) 
‘Genileman’ (MC), Five days 
at $2,000, 


and 
slow 
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‘Milky'-Ams NSC $13,000, ‘Fleet’ OK 
$18,000 as Minneapolis Warms Up 





Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 

(Best Exploitation: Minnesota) 

Temperatures over the weekend 
were above zero for practically the 
first time in six weeks and theatre 
trade was somewhat stimulated, but 
still spotty. Cumulative effects 
of the protracted sub-zero spell have 
been making themselves felt, par- 
ticularly the past fortnight, much 
money that otherwise might be 
spent for entertainment going to de- 
fray fuel costs. 

Strong line-up of shows also is 
lending impetus to grosses current- 
lv. Third of the Bowes amateurs 
to hit this town, plus ‘Milky Way,’ 
gives the Minnesota somewhat of a 
disappointment, but ‘Follow the 
Fleet’ is keeping the Orpheum very 
much in the running, and the town’s 
two principal houses are having a 
one-sided race for first box office 
honors. ‘Fleet’ will soar to smash 
$18,000. The second of the winter’s 
six-day bike races at the auditorium 
is strong opposition for the show- 
houses. 

‘Magnificent Obsession’ is making 
a marvelous run, surviving the ter- 
rific weather handicap and other 
obstacles. After a $14,000 week at 
the Orpheum it moved into the sure- 
seater World six weeks ago and it’s 
still there and continuing to chalk 
up profitable trade. Another box- 
office winner, ‘It Happened One 
Night,’ is back at the other loop 
sure-seater, Time, for its 'steenth 
downtown engagement. 

Minnesota hit the exploitation top 
with a Journal-KSTP amateur con- 
test tie-up to plug the Major Bowes’ 
unit, tie-ups with milk companies 
that landed the house free news- 
paper advertising for the stage show 
and ‘Milky Way’ and 24-sheeting. 

Estimates for This Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 35-40- 
60)—‘Milky Way’ (Par) and Bowes’ 
amateurs. Scale upped to 60c. 
Strong combo, but below expec- 
tations. Fact that amateurs played 
St. Paul previously, that it’s 
third of the Bowes’ units to visit 
here, and that it lacks strength of 
predecessors maybe reason click 
hasn’t materialized. General slump 
resulting from frigid weather also a 
factor, Will do well to reach dis- 
appointing $13,000, as compared to 
more than $25,000 for last Bowes’ 
show here. ‘Pink’ (UA), $7,000. Ap- 
proximately $3,000 under original 
estimate and disappointingly light, 
with weather probably largely to 
blame. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 25-35- 
55)—‘Fleet’ (RKO). Ably exploited 
and the Astaire-Rogers’ team spells 
real kale. Going along at swell clip, 
considering ailing general condi- 
tions, Night prices raised from 40c. 
to 55c. for this straight film. Looks 
like big $18,000. Last week, ‘Con- 
sents’ (RKO) and ‘Vanities’ on 
stage, $15,000, fairly good. 

State (Publix) (2,300; 25-35-40)— 
‘Exclusive’ (MG). Against strong 
opposish, having tough sledding. 
About $4,000 in prospect, light. Last 
week, ‘Rose Marie’ (MG), second 
loop week, good $6,000. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Obsession’ (U) (7th week). Per- 
forming sensationally. With im- 
proved weather, heading toward big 
$35,000, Last week good $2,100. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—‘Hap- 
pened One Night’ (Col). Another 
of many downtown return engage- 
ments and pulled after four days at 
poor $300. ‘Hitch Hike Lady’ (Rep) 
replaces. Last week, ‘Fang and 
Claw’ (RKO), $900, pretty good, 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)— 
‘Freshman Love’ (WB). This one 
no world-beagter and lacks cast 
names. En route to light $1,466. 
Last week ‘Pagans’ (MG), $1,200, 
light. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Two Cities’ (MG) and ‘Collegiate’ 
(Par), split. Looks like good $3,000. 
Last week ‘Rebel’ (20th) and ‘Two 
Cities’ (MG), split, $2,506, okeh. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 15-25)— 
‘Bride’ (Par). Second loop run. 
Pretty good $2,000. Last week 
‘Wilderness’ (MG), second loop run, 
$1,700, fair. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Scarlet’ (RKO) and ‘Coronado’ 
(Par), second loop runs, and ‘Great 
Life’ (Par), first run, split. Fair 
$800 in prospect. Last week ‘In 
Person’ (RKO) and ‘It’s in the Air’ 
(MG),. second runs, and ‘O'Day’ 
(20th), first run, $700, fair. 


SLUSHY COLUMBUS 


Denting All Biz But ‘Pasteur’ at 
$9,000, Very O.K 
Columbus, Feb. 25. 
(Best Exploitation: Ohio) 
Weather has been keeping crowds 
indoors, with snow, slush, zero all 
riling theatre managers. Grosses 
on the week uneven and expected 
to continue so; Palace moved two 
films into Grand for second week, 
‘Rese of Rancho’ and ‘Anything 
First move was mistake, sec- 








Goes,’ 








Broad is covering town with 
plasters for Chaplin film, with bow- 
in due next Friday. 

Chio’s exploitation included, be- 
sides routine paper, ads and column 
space, big plugs to medical profes- 
sion of city, and with swell indica- 
tion that turn-out was forthcoming. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ohio (Loew's) (3,190: 30-43)— 
‘Pasteur’ (WB). Clicking, may turn 
out $9,000 if week holds up like 
start. ‘Petrified Forest’ (WB) hurt 
by weather, only $7,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,037: 
‘Lady Consents’ (RKO). 
different for mere $6,500. 


30-42) — 
Looks in- 
‘Anything 


Goes’ (Par) boomed for swell 
$11,000. 
Broad (Loew's) (2,395; 30-42)— 


‘Had to Happen’ (20th). Will run 
about even, with $5,500 expected. 
‘Milky Way’ (Par) good week, sweet 
$9,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200: 30-42)— 
‘Rose of Rancho’ (Par) (2nd week). 
Moved over from Palace. Blah 
$3,000. ‘Anything Goes’ (Par) also 
moved from Palace, booking stand- 
out, with $7,500 in sight. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,065; 25-35)— 
‘Payoff’ (RKO). No pay off, about 
$2,500. ‘Muss ’Em Up’ (RKO) low 
at same take. 

Hartman (Indie) (1.700; 30-42)— 
Legit this week. Last week, ‘Last of 
Pagans’ (MG) barely cleared hur- 
dle for $3,500. 


$2,000 OPENER 
FOR TIMES, 
DETROIT 


Detroit, Feb. 25. 
(Best Exploitation: UA, Fox) 


The payee and the reaper are get- 
ting some nifty breaks here current 
week. With the finest weather and 
the best all-around pic fare in many 
moons, wickets are whirling every- 
where. 

Standouts are ‘Modern Times’ at 
United Artists and ‘Shark Island,’ 
plus N. T. G. unit, at the Fox. Chap- 
lin flicker, on eight shows a day at 
upped prices of 65c top, may set a 
new house record at UA, with a 
terrific $22,000, Set in for at least 
three weeks. 

Same is true of the Fox, where 
the pic-vaude combination is due 
for a bang-up $26,000 this week. 
‘Anything Goes’ and Benny Rubin's 
revue at the Michigan probably 
won't hit over $20,000, which is nice, 
however. 

While it’s not the equal of ‘Top 
Hat’ as regards drawing power, 
‘Follow the Fleet’ at RKO Down- 
town will give the off-the-beaten- 
path house its best figure in some 
weeks, around $15,000, fine. With 
below-average films past few weeks, 
house has been in a _ nightmare 
pulling pix and trying to keep wolf 
away. Only things which seem 
able to whirl the turnstiles at his 
house are Astaire-Rogers pix and 
stage shows, which are too far be- 
tween. 

Race for exploitation honors this 
week is a knock-down-drag-out af- 
fair between the Fox and United 
Artists. From the cost angle, latter 
gets the nod with 120 24-sheets: 
50% coverage of street cars and 
buses; flock of window displays, 
plus a lot of newspaper and radio 
plugs. 

But from the initiative slant, Fox 
is on top. Besides costly ads by 
both house and 20th-Fox, house put 
the N. T. G. girls on the air almost 
nightly; had them modelling shoes, 
etc., in various downtown stores and 
worked up a lot of nifty stories and 
art for daily press. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Shark Island’ (20th) plus N. T. G. 
unit. Back in the money behind 
nice exploitation, house figures for 
a bang-up $26,000. Last week's 
‘Had to Happen’ (20th), plus Aunt 
Jemima heading vaude, got by for 
$17,000. 








Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65) —‘Goes’ (Par) with Benny 
Rubin unit. Strong opposish aii 
over town, and gross will stick 
around $20.060, nice. Fred Waring 
band upped house to $28,000, nifty, 
last week, with ‘Exclusive Story’ 
(MG). 

United Artists (United 


Detroit) 


(2.000; 30-40-65)—‘Modern Times’ 
(UA). Upped prices and eight 


shows a day should give house ter- 
rifie $22.000 current stanza. Chap- 
lin exploitation extensive, too, and 
flicker is set to stay at least three 
weeks. ‘Ghost’ (UA) staggered in | 
for fair $6.500 last week. 

Downtown (RKO) (2.500; 30-40- | 


ond move a good idea, with Crosby | 65)—‘Fleet’ (RKO). Not up to “Top ! 


Standing ‘em up for first two nights. | Hat’ siendards, but Astaire-Rogers 


have good following here, so gross 3 . ee > 
should hit a neat $15,000 present 
week. A breather for house, which p S p 


has been busy lately jerking duals 
in spans of three days. 
and ‘Chatterbox’ 


‘Informer’ 
(RKO) played ‘. as ’ ° 
three days last week and got aboui a é CZ 
$2,400. Predecessors, ‘Yellow Dust’ | 3 


(RKO) and ‘Two in Dark’ (RKO) 
did only $5,000 on seven days. 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 25-40)— 
‘Lady of Secrets’ and ‘Dan Mat- 
thews, dual. Doing steady biz, | 
about $4,500, nice, this week. Near- | 
ly $5,000 last stanza on ‘Crime and | 
Punishment’ (Col) and ‘My Mar- | 
riage’ (Fox), dual. 
State (United Detroit) (3,000; 25- | 
! 
j 





40)—‘Woman Trap’ and ‘Timothy's 
Quest’ (RKO), dual. Keeps at it, 
with a neat $4,700 coming up this | 
week. House got a fine $5.000 last 
session on ‘Zero’ (FN) (2d week), ' 
which moved here after big session 
at Michigan. 





‘Times,’ Fleet,’ ‘Annie’ 
Total $29,500, Putting 
L’ville in the Bucks. 


Louisville, Feb. 25. 
(Best Exploitation: Brown, State) 

Big doings are in prospect herve 
his week with three first-run houses 
vieing for biz and getting it in near- 
record proportions. 

Leader will be Loew's State with 
‘Modern Times.’ House will gross 
$13,000, and maybe more, as favor- 
able weather brought ont a tremen- 
dous crush of patrons to get their 
first view of the world’s No, 1 comic 
in five years. 

Across the street, Rialto has} 
‘Klondike Annie,’ and Mae West is | 
looked to fer some real activity at 
the wicket. Judging from the open- 
ing, should easily do $8,000. 

vetting away with a bang-up pre- 
view showing and smash Friday 
opening, ‘Follow the Fleet’ looks set 
to pull in the best week’s biz in 
months for the Brown. House 
should see $8,500, and a hold-over is 
a virtual certainty. 

Exploitation honors are a toss-up 
between the State and the Brown. 
State had assistance of exploiteer 
from New York to smoke things 
up, and splashed heavily in local 
dailies. Brown also went overboard 
on newspaper space, snagging some 
nice free stuff on arrival of print 
by American Airways from New 
York, 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3.000: 15-25-40)— 
‘Modern Times’ (UA). Public has 
been hearing about this one off and 
on over a period of years, and 
they're hot to see what all the shoot- 
ing’s for. Looks like whoie town 
will turn out to see Chaplin's first 
in five years, with a $13,000 gross in 
view. Last week “Tough Guy’ (MG) 
and ‘Lone Wolf’ (Col), dual, with 
help of locally produced amateur 





| cury doesn’t drop below the zero 


| Happen’ (20th) and ‘Every Saturday 
| 


| tives plenty hepped up about this 





$37,000 at Chi: 





f 
film, ‘It Happened in Louisville,’ no 


better than $5,400. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 15- 
25-40)—‘Annie’ (Par). Looks like 
traffic police will have hands full 
handling crowds on Fourth street, | 
with three principal houses on main 
stem doing socko biz. ‘Annie’ had 
plenty of visitors at her housewarm- 
ing, and they will be streaming in | 
all week to ‘come up to see her! 
sometime. Mae West opus should 
do $8,600 and mebbe more if mer- 


mark again. Last week ‘Had to 
Night’ (20th), *5,000, fair. 

Brown (Ind) (1,500; 15-25-40)— 
‘Fleet’ (RKO). Mob is out to see 
this one. About $8,500 looks to be a 
certainty, and that’s enough for a! 
holdover. Last week ‘Lady Con- | 
sents’ .RKO), on five-day holdove r, | 
marking time for ‘Fleet,’ did $2,400, | 
fair. 

Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,500; 15- | 
25-40)—‘Shark Island’ (20th). Na- 


one too, due to judicious spotting 
of newspaper ads. Should hit $4,- | 
500, good. Last week ‘Goes’ (Par), | 
did well for a second-run, garnering | 
$3,600 after good start. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: | 
15-25-40)—‘Forest’ (WB) (2d week), | 
First week's biz more than expected, 
and a switch in booking held the} 
Howard-Davis film over, ‘Pasteur’ 
had already been announced. Will} 


stanza, fine. Last week $3,500. 

National (Ind) (2,400; 15-25-40)— | 
‘Bad Boy’ (20th) and ‘Radio City 
Follies’ unit. House seems to have 
hit on a profitable policy of stage 
shows for four days, baiance of week 
double features. Another hypo to 
b.o. is a radio barn dance frolic on 
Saturday nights, with an hour of 
the proceedings broadcast. This af- 
fair receives plenty of free plugs 
during week on programs of the 
various hillbilly groups taking part. 
Wili take $5.400, and house can op- 
erate profitably at that figure. Last 
week ‘Sweet Surrender’ (U) and 
stage show four days, and ‘Dr. 
Crespi’ (Rep) dualled with ‘Lover 
Divine’ (GB), three days, took $5,- 
500, big. 

Alamo (Ind) (900: 15-25)—‘Oak- 
ley (RKO) and ‘Cook’ (Col) split- 
ting with ‘Two in Dark’ (RKO) and 
‘Mississippi’ (Par), dual, average at 
$1.300. Last week ‘Splendor’ (UA) 
and ‘Devil's Island’ (Col) dual, split- 
ting with ‘Sky Devils’ (UA) and 
‘Beat Band’ (RKO), dual also, $1,200. 





Local Boy, $5,000 





‘Shark Island’s’ Dr. Mudd W.K. in Balto— 
Mae West Not So Local, But Sock $10,000 





Baitimore, Feb, 25. 
(Best Exploitation: Century) 
Long time since such savory fare 
has graced the downtown houses in 
such abundance. 


lure, and the squeeze has resulted 
in one of the fiercest free-for-alls 


for biz the burg has seen in months. | Century, Hipp and New. 


The three straight-filmeries will 
h.o. their pies, first time in years 
the trio have done so in unison. 
Keith’s is bagging a smashing $10,- 
000 with Mae West's ‘Klondike,’ best 
grab house has had since Miss 
West's at theatre, ‘Goin’ to Town.’ 

Stanley started off with ‘Petrified 
Forest’ spinning out to a long lead. 
Heat of sizzling competish cut into 
it over weekend, but head is still 
plenty high and looks like gross will 
nudge $10,000, swell. 

As the New ‘Shark Island’ is a 
natural, since film recounts life of | 
Dr. Mudd, a Marylander. His story 
was always w.k. around here, and) 
he has always had from localites the | 
sympathy with which the film treats | 
of him. The class customers are| 
especially joyed at seeing the phy- 
sician get proper recognish, and 
they're swarming in. Unfortunate- 
ly, rank and file aren’t particularly 
interested, or so it seems. 3iz 
boomed at opening, but has dwin- 
died. Withal, good $5,000 is assured 
for first cante, and film may possibly 
£0 another full stanza, 

Surprise of week is ‘Modern 
Times,’ which is barely holding on) 
at vaudfilm Century. Town disap- 
pointed in Chaplin’s latest, and the 
crix were far from kind. Weekend 
was strong, but biz is easing al- 
ready. Questionable booking is the 
‘Bring on Dames’ unit on the same 





| bill. Prospects are for no more than | 


$19,000, light considering percentage | 
film is receiving. | 

Hipp is hopping up to its biggest | 
figure in couple of months, with: 


Every spot has a| $18,000. 


‘Eddie Farley-Mike Riley on stage! nite total, $14,590. 


and in pic, ‘Music Goes ’Round.’ 
Opened with immediate whirr, and 
house played six shows Sat., and 
added another extra performance on 
Sunday. Cinch for  crackerjack 


7. 


|} weeks. 


der the 


| 
probably gross $3,000 on the added | 
| 





Whisker-to-whisker tussle for top |} 
exploitation honors this week ‘tween | 
For ‘Mod- | 
ern Times’ Century coated entire | 
town, and campaign crackled daily | 
with varied, sustained, trip-bammer | 
resuits. Shaded out close-pressing | 
rivals by slim margin. For ‘Shark 
Island’ Harold Kay opened up with 
oceanic-width, but campaign sud- | 
denly stalled midway, and almost! 
stopped cold. | 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,600; 15-25- | 
35-40-55-66)—'Modern Times’ (UA)} 
and ‘Bring on Dames’ unit. Stage 
show poorly chosen mate for Chap- 
lin film. No more than $19,000, mild | 


considering percentage deal. last 
week ‘Marie’ and vaude, smash | 
$27,000, 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.300: | 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Round’ (Col)| 
and Riley-Farley on stage.., Jam- | 
bandsmen on screen and stage shov- 
ing the take up to nifty $18,000, best | 
in couple months. Last week ‘Lady 
Consents’ (RKO) and vaude, light 
$11,009. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500: 15- 
25-30-35-40)—‘Annie’ (Par). Thev're | 
going West for wow $10,000, biggest | 
since her last release here. Will h.o. 
Last week ‘Milky Way’ (Par). $6,600 | 
in 19 days, slipping after first week. | 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 15-25-30- | 
35-40-55)—‘Shark Island’ (20th). Dr. | 
Mudd was revered Marylander, and | 
is remembered. At $5,000, sweet, 
and will h.o. Last week ‘Had to 
Happen’ (20th) fairish $3,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Forest’ (WB). Smacko $106.-| 
600, and will h.o. Last week, second j 


of ‘Zero’ (FN), $5,000, fine. Fort- 


i 


Old Drury’ 


Cook Unit $18,000 


_—- 


Chicago, Few. 25. 

(Best Exploitation: Chicago, UA) 
With the rise of the thermometer 
to more normal temperatures and 
with the arrival of strong attrac- 


| tions, Loop boxoffices are recording 


set of figures in many 
Competition is hot, but 
practically every house is doing 
business. 

Topping the town again on its 
natura] advantage of capacity, with 


the best 


| ‘Ah, Wilderness’ on the screen and 


Ricardo Cortez headlining on the 
stage, the Chicago is getting close 


| to $57,000. 


Others seeing sock trade are the 
United Artists with ‘Modern Times,’ 
State-Lake with the ‘Fang and 
Claw’ and Frank Buck on the stage, 
the Joe Cook unit at the Palace and 
the A. B. Marcus show at the Ori- 
ental. Chaplin flicker looks a cinch 
for four weeks at the United Art- 
ists. It’s getting 90% adult trade. 

Chicago and United Artists ran 
away with the exploitation honors, 
Cortez getting a terrific spread un- 
Arch Herzoff guidance. 
Fritz Blocki was also in the picture 
for plenty of exploitation on Buck 
at the State-Lake. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 25-35-55)— 
‘Bohemian Girl (MG). Laurel- 
Hardy flicker running into too 
much competition, Will add to okay 
$5,000, however, Last week ‘Dan- 
gerous’ (WB) managed neat $5,200. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75) 


—‘Wilderness’ (MG) and stage 
show. Ricardo Cortez headlining 
on rostrum. Excellent, around 
$37,000. Last week ‘Zero’ (WB) 


$36,700. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-35-55)— 
‘Zero’ (WB). Moved over here from 
the Chicago and clicking on hold- 
over at approximately $5,000. Last 
week ‘Goes’ (Par) fairish at $4,100. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
—Chan’ (20th) and A. B. Marcus 
‘La Vie Paree’ unit. Gross up some 
$10,000 above previous week to a 
mighty $21,000, remarkable take 
that’s due mostly to the stage show. 
Last week ‘Pacific Fleet’ (WB) 
$15,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 25-45-65)— 
‘Muss ’Em Up’ (RKO) and Joe Cook 
unit. Business up. Looking for 
$18,000 despite that picture is keep- 
ing the femme trade away. Last 
week ‘Another Face’ (RKO) and Al 
Pearce gang on stage in the carmine 
at $13,300. 

Roosevelt (P&K) (1,500; 33-45-65) 


—Two Cities’ (MG) (2d week). 
Heading for $11,000, plenty oke. 


Will make it three weeks from pres- 
ent pace. Last week fine, $16,100. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-25- 
35-40) —‘Fang and Claw’ (RKO) and 
vaude with Frank Buck on stage. 
Rising into the high figures at $14.- 
000, Last week ‘Impersonation’ (U) 
came through in good fashion to 
profitable $11,100. House is 
strengthening two and three grand 
weekly and turning in_ steady 
profits. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,706; 
35-55-75)—'Modern Times’ (UA) 
(Ist week). Opened on Washing- 
ton’s Birthday at top prices and off 
at a gallop. Slated for four weeks 
in this house and a holdover at the 
Apollo, Indications are for over 
$28,000 on the first session, big. Last 
week ‘Ghost’ (UA) finished two 
weeks to so-so $6,000 for final seven 
days, 


TERRIFIC HEAT FAILS 
TO DENT SYDNEY BIZ 


Sydney, Jan, 29. 

Despite terrific heat, biz continues 
apace. Batch of new ones inelud- 
ing ‘Top Hat’ (RKO), ‘The Dark 
Angel (UA) and ‘Metropolitan’ 
(Fox), all look like going into the 
big money class. 

‘Broadway Melody 1936" (M-G) 
clicked and is figured to get four 
weeks solid. ‘Good Fairy’ (U), is 
still very solid and likely to stay 
some time. All aroind town biz is 
«ood, with ‘Pompeii’ (RKO), ‘Hands 
Across Table’, (Par), ‘Paddy O'Day’ 
(Fox), ‘Eagle’s Brood’ (Par), ‘Vir- 
ginia Judge’ (Par) and ‘Freckles’ 
(RKO), tops. Only Britishers are 
‘Marry the Girl’ (B.D) and ‘Vintage 
Wine’ (B.D.). 








Melbourne, Jan. 29. 

Some very nice attractions play- 
ing here, with trade right up to 
standard. Current bills include 
‘Broadway Melody’ (M-G), ‘Peg of 
(B.D.), ‘3 Kids and 
Queen’ (U), ‘Storm Over Andes’ 
(U), ‘She’ (RKO), ‘Love Me Forever’ 
(Col) (Ath week). ‘Curly Top’ (Fox), 
‘Last Outpost’ (Par), and “Third 


|} floor Beck’ (G-B), 
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Buddy Rogers- Milky Way’ $22,000, 


Mae West $14500 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 
(Best Exploitation: Penn) 
Town is thawing out a bit this 


week after month of freezing tem- 
peratures and grosses likewise do- 
ing a bit of thawing, too. At the 
Stanley, the nifty b. o. combination 
of ‘Milky Way’ and Buddy Rogers 
on stage looks set for house’s best 
take since shortly after first of year, 


about $22,000, with credit pretty well | 
divided. 

‘Klondike Annie’ is pushing right 
along to smacko $14,500, topping | 
collections on buxom blonde’s Iasi 
one, ‘Goin’ to Town,’ by several 
grand and a pleasant surprise. The | 


third of the 
in the general revival of downtown 
prosperity is. the Warner, where 
‘Sylvia’ Scarictt’ and ‘Her Master’s 
Voice’ should have no trouble gath- 
ering a dandy $5,500. 

Elsewhere it looks like just a so- 
so week. George Jaffe’s Casino, after 
brisk start, is slipping somewhat, 
with indications pointing to only 
fair $6.500 for ‘Mimi’ and ‘Cocktails 


of 1936’ unit, while dual consisting 
of ‘Here Comes Trouble’ and ‘Dan- 
gerous Intrigue’ will slide wobbly 
Fulton under $3,000. Alvin and Co- 
lumbia spent heavily on ‘Music 
Goes ’Round,’ but prospects are not 
for more than weak $4,000. 

Penn sold ‘Klondike Annie’ in 
typical Westian style and some of 


the smartest copy in lone time 
turned un in the national ads in all 
three dailies. Flicker likewise col- 
lected lot of newspaper snace, most- 
ly in form of slams and including 
front-nage editorial in morning 
‘Post-Gazette.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Music Goes Round’ (Col). Both 
house and producers spent plenty 
trying to shove this one into good 
opening, but getaway was weak. 
Around $4,000, if that, in prospect, 
n.s.h. considering heavy layout. Last 
week Bernie Armstrong’s amateur 
unit boosted ‘Lady of Secrets’ (Col) 
to $7,000, okay. 

Casino (Jaffe) (1,800; 25-35-40)— 
‘Mimi’ (First Division) and Ada 
Leonard’s ‘Cocktails of 1936’ unit. 
Disadvantage of out-of-way loca- 
tion starting to exert some pressure, 
although house is sticking in there 
for fairly decent returns and may 
yet make the grade. Off a bit this 
week to around $6,500, as against 
$7,000° last week with ‘Devil's Is- 
land’ (Col) and ‘Band Box Revue.’ 

Fulton (Shea-Hyae) (1,750; 15-25- 
40)—‘Trouble’ (20th) and ‘Tntrigue’ 
(Col.). Will be lucky to climb out 
from under with $3,000. Last week 
return of ‘Informer’ (RKO) on dual 
with ‘Another Face’ (RKO) did very 
nicely at $3,600. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Annie’ (Par). Around $14,500, 
house’s best in some time and top- 
ping previous West flicker, ‘Goin’ to 
Town,’ by several grand. ‘Forest’ 
(WB) well liked but held down to 
$10,000 by weather. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-55)— 
‘Milky Way’ (Par) and Buddy Rog- 
ers on stage. Socko combo looks 
like swell $22,000, best here in long 


first-run sites to share | 


as Pitts. Thaws Out 


| “rough Guy’ (MG) almost hit $10,- 
| 000, very nice. 3 
Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—'Pasteur’ (WB) and ‘Personal’ 
(U). Holding fairly steady for av- 
erage $6,500. Last week ‘Monte 
Carlo Widow’ (WB) and ‘Another 
Face’ (Radio) reached so-so $4,800 
after ‘Henry Eighth’ (UA) revival 
replaced ‘Face’ on last half. 
| College (Loew) (1,565; 35-50)— 
‘Obsession’ (U) and ‘Next’ (Col). 
| House takes ‘Obsession’ holdover 
from Poli but replaces ‘Tough Guy’ 
(MG) co-featiire with ‘Next.’ Ex- 








32)—‘Man Who Broke Bank’ (Fox) 
and ‘Whipsaw’ (MG), dual. Okay 
$3,600. Last week ‘Crusaders’ (Par) 
and ‘Chan’s Secret’ (Fox), dual, 
pulled after four days to $1,700, slow. 

Fifth Ave. (Evergreen) (2,400; 27- 
37-42) —‘Modern Times’ (UA). With 
big campaign abetting, grabbing 
good $13,500. Last week ‘Marie’ 
(MG), $17,200, great. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 11-16-27)— 
‘Dan Matthews’ (Col) and ‘Silver 
Spurs’ (U), dual. Looks to land 
good $3,800. Last week ‘Lone Wolf’ 
(Col) and ‘Avenger’ (Col), dual, $3,- 
000, okay. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 27- 
37-42)—‘Marie’ (MG). Hot from big 
Fifth Ave, week and taking nifty 
$6,000 here. Last week ‘Milky Way’ 
(Par) $3,100, okay. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,700; 27- 
37-42)—‘Consents’ (RKO) and ‘Live 
Ghosts’ (MG), dual. Slow $5,500 on 





| ecellent $4,500 in view, which tops 
last week’s huldover of ‘Rose Marie’ 
(MG) at $4,400. 





| ———— —EE 


PINE’ $14,500, ‘PASTEUR’ 


| 


176, BOTH BIG, NEWARK’ 


Newark, Feb. 25. 

(Best Exploitation: Loew’s State) 

The holiday was pleasant, if cold, 
and the box offices profited. - Clear 
weather remained over the weekend 
and evidently anything that de- 
serves a play will get it. 

‘Rose- Marie’ should gladden 

Loew's State’s heart with about 
$18,000, real money. 3ranford will 
not be far behind with $17,000 for 
‘Pasteur,’ while the colors will cast 
a charming rainbow over the Para- 
mount-Newark with $14,500 for | 
‘Trail of the Lonesome Pine.’ 
With the curiosity draw over, the| 
Newsreel is not going so well, but 
time will tell. 
For ‘Rose-Marie’ the State has a 
tieup with Wiss’s jewelry stove, 
taking a full window and a three- 
column cooperative ad. Store con- 
tacted customers by mail. For a 
music counter display, McCrory’s 
distributed 5,000 heralds’ suitable 
for framing; another 5,000 heralds 
distributed through newsdealers 
stuffed in papers. Song plugs over 
WHEBI, 

Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 25-75)— 
‘Pasteur’ (FN) and ‘Personal’ (U). 
Good publicity wisely made a play 
for both the class trade and the low- 
brows, and it paid. Probably $17,- 
000. Last week on nine days ‘Next 
Time’ (U) and ‘Invisible Ray’ (U), 
nearly $10,000. 

Capito! (WB) (1,200; 15-30-40)— 
‘Collegiate’ (Par) and ‘Wilderness’ 
(MG). Should bring some in here 
and ring up nice $4,000. Last week 
‘Obsession’ (U) proved a hoodoo on 
weather and with ‘Dangerous Wa- 
ters’ (20th) took over $3,600. 

Little (Franklin) (299; 30-40)— 
‘Corka Generala’ (Leo). Happy with 
Polish again and may take a nice 
$1,500. Last week ‘Frontier’ (Am- 
kino) and ‘Le Million’ (Tobias), bad 
at $600 on 10 days. 

Loew’s State (2,780; 25-30-55-65- 
75)—'Marie’ (MG). No knockout on 
opening, but got going on the holi- 
day and will probably be sweet with 
$18,000. Last week ‘Pink’ (UA) 
brought smiles with over $15,000. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,248; 
20-25-30-40-55-75)—‘Lonesome Pine’ 
(Par). Big with $14.500. Last 











time. Rogers still a flap fav. Last | week, second of ‘Goes’ (Par), fine at 

week ‘Happen’ (20th) and N.T.G.| gs 500. 

unit and fell off to $15,500. Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 20-65) 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— | ang Lyceum (roof) (770, same scale) 

‘Scarlett?’ (RKO) and ‘Master’s/| —‘jady Consents’ (RKO) and ‘King 

Voice’ (Par), Strong $5,500 prom- | of Damned’ (GB). Weakest of any 

ised. Last week ‘Marie’ (MG), | of the deluxers and will probably be 


brought here after sizzling nine 
days at Penn, continued to pull ’em 
in and wound up with great $6,700 
in seven days. 


NEW HAVEN’S EVEN BIZ; 
‘KLONDIKE’-TANGO’ 86 


New Haven, Feb. 25. 

(Best Exploitation: Poli, Par) 

Business pretty evenly distributed 
this week. ‘Obsession’ is doing well 
on holdover. Holiday prices helped 
a bit Saturday, but were offset by 
heavy exodus due to excursions. 

Poli and Paramount battled it out 
on the exploitation front with ‘Shark 
Island’ and ‘Klondike Annie,’ re- 
spectively. Poli took to the air, 
using two local stations for a dra- 
matic sketch from ‘Island’ as well 
as contests for oakleys. 

Paramount went beavy on news 
space, getting a full co-op page in 
addition to direct theatre ads. Also 
worked stunts, such as ushers pa- 
rading streets singing the collection 
hymn from picture. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (M&P) (2.348; 35-50) 
—‘Klondike’ (Par) and ‘Tango’ (In- 
vincible). Not up to previous West 
standouts and co-feature isn’t help- 
ing any, but probably fair enough 
$8,000 on eight days. Last week 
‘Woman Trap’ (Par) and ‘East of 
Java’ (U), mediocre $4,500 on six 
days. 

Poli (Toew) (3,010: 35-50) —‘Shark 
Island’ (20th) and ‘Saturday Night’ 
(20th). On way to okay $38,500. 
Last week ‘Obsession’ (U) and 








satisfied with $9,500. Last week 
‘O'Day’ (20th) and ‘Muss ’Em’ 
(RKO) just got by with $9,800. 

Terminal (Skouras) (1,600; 15-20- 
°5-30-35-40)—Dr. Crespi’ (Rep) and 
‘Suicide Squad’ (Rep). Heavy pub- 
licity that counted will pull this up 
to $7.500. Last week ‘Bengal Lan- 
eer’ (Par) and ‘Ruggles’ (Par) with 
Duck Souv’ (Par) and ‘Bulldog 
Courage’ (FD), split, not so hot at 
$4,300. House changes so fast that 
it can't even play the pictures an- 
nounced, 


Still Snowing in Seattle: 
Chaplin’s Okay $13,500 


Seattle, Feb. 25. 
(Best Exploitation: Fifth Ave.) 


Last«minute decision put ‘Rose 
Marie’ into both the Blue Mouse and 
Music Hall for extended runs of six 
days and two weeks, respec. Biggest 
thing in town is ‘Modern Times,’ 
with the Chaplin pic getting a $13,- 
500 week at the Fifth Ave. 

Heavy snowfall Sunday and Mon- 
dav hurt things generally. 

Best exploitation at the Fifth, in- 
cluding 150 street car dash board 
placards, biggest newspaper ads in 
months, advance ads a week ahead 
and radio plugs following comedy 
programs. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 27- 
37-42)—‘Rose Marie’ on second run 
for six days. Still big at $1,500. 
Last week ‘Zero’ (FN) and ‘Dudley’ 
(20th), dual, $4,400. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) 











(1,890; 21- 


six days. Last week ‘Pro. Soldier’ 
(20th) and ‘Pagans’ (WB), dual, 
six days, $4,400, poor. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
21-27-32)—‘Happen’ (20th) and 
| ‘Chatterbox’ (RKO), dual. Good 


$4,800. Last week ‘Exclusive’ (MG) 
and ‘My Marriage’ (Fox), dual, $4,- 
100, moderate. 

Rex (Sterling) (1,400; 16-21-32)— 
‘Dancing Feet’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Combo okay at $3,400. Last week 
‘Leavenworth’ (Rep) and vaude, 
$3,100, fair. 


FLEET,” $26,000, 
GETS CINCY 
TO ITSELF 











(Best Exploitation: Keith’s) 
Weather break has towners | 
emerging from igloos with theatre- 
thirst. Volume of trade is some- 
thing for the book, considering op- 
posish this week from the free-gate 
General Motors show at Music Hall, 
with Horace Heidt’s band and sing- 
ers from local radio stations as 
added lures. And the Monte Carlo 
Ballet Russe, plus the Cincinnati 
Symphony, chalked up turnaways 
at the same mammoth auditorium 
on performances Friday (21) night 
and Saturday (22 matinee and 
night at $5 top. 

In cinema circles currently ‘Fol- 
low the Fleet’ is in the lead all by 
itself on an exceptionally tall $26,- 
000 for nine days at the Albee. ‘Lady 
Consents’ is the placer with a limp 
$8,500 for the Palace. Keith's is 
fetching $6,000 on ‘Louis Pasteur,’ 
and the Lyric is registering $4,500 
on ‘Invisible Ray.’ 

Shubert, lone vaudfilmer, is in the 
winning column with ‘Widow from 
Monte Carlo’ and Cuunt Berni Vici’s 
unit, 

‘Goes,’ In second week, is a mild 
puller for the Capitol at $3,500. 
‘Rose Marie’ is in fourth downtown 
week and fetching $2,800 for the 
Grand. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Fleet’ (RKO). Nine days. Opened 
strong. High and handsome $26,000. 


| 
Cincinnati, Feb. 25, | 
| 
| 


Last week ‘Next Time’ (U), five 
days, $5,500, deep red. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-55)— 


‘Widow’ (WB) and Count Berni 
Vici’s ‘Spices of 1936.’ Stage fare 
among best of the season. Above 
average at $12,500. Last week 
‘Freshman Love’ (WB) and ‘Cocoa- 
nut Grove Revels’ unit, featuring 
Red Hodgson, $11,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)-— 
‘Lady Consents’ (RKO). Ann Hard- 
ing and Herbert Marshall shadow- 
ing title. So-so for $8,500. Last 
week ‘Goes’ (Par), dropped in last 
half, $12,000, fair. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1;500; 36-46)— 
‘Pasteur’ (WB). Paul Muni sirened. 
Bolstered with extra ads and direct 
mail blurbs to medical profession. 
Dandy reviews. Started slow, but 
with great audience reaction may 
build to an all right $6,000. Last 
week ‘Exclusive’ (MG), $5,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— 
‘Invisible Ray’ (U). Good $4,500. 
Last week ‘Scarlet’ (RKO), $6,000, 
biggest for some time. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Goes’ (Par). Moved over from 
Palace for second week, $3,500, poor. 
Last week ‘Milky Way’ (Par) (2d 


week), $4,000. Pic got $11,700 in 
first week at Palace. 
Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)— 


‘Marie’ (MG). Held over for fourth 
downtown week, $2,800, swell. Last 
week $4,200. Drew $32,200 in first 
two weeks, divided between Albee 
and Capitol. 


Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Silver Spurs’ (U) and ‘Hell Ship 
Morgan’ (Col), split. Bulls-eye 


product here and ringing the bell 
for $2,300. Last week ‘Oregon Trail’ 


(Rep) and ‘Man of Iron’ (WB), 
separate, $2,000. 

Stran@ (ind) (1,300; 15-25)— 
‘Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep) and re- 


issue of Chaplin’s ‘Immigrant,’ $1,- 











700, okay. Last week ‘Dancing Feet’ 
(Rep), $1,560. 


$32,000 Break-In for Beery at Met, 
Boston; Fleet’ Bombards for $35,000 





DANCE COMPETISH 





Pic Houses 'Bam Headache—‘Fleet’ 
Oke $7,000 


em # 





Birmingham, Feb. 25. 
Night club spots are showing the 
theatres a thing or two in exploita- 


tion here, War is on between the 
Pickwick and Thomas Jefferson, 
with each bringing in new bands on 
every change of weather. Dance 
business is responding nicely, too, 
which, of course, refiects on the- 
atres. 


‘Follow Fleet’ is doing okay, as is 
‘Rose of Rancho’ and ‘invisible Ray.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Alabama: (Wilby-Kincey) (2,800; 
30-35-40) — ‘Follow Fleet’ (RKO). 
Good at $7,000. Last week ‘Rose- 

Marie” (MG). About $7,800, fine. 
Ritz (Wilby-Kincey) (1,600; 25- 
30)—‘Rose of Rancho’ (Par). Around 


$3,000, moderate. Last week ‘Ibbet- 
son’ (Par). Just fair at $2,500. 
Strand (Wilby-Kincey) (800; 25) 


—‘Invisible Ray’ (U). Getting a lot 
of talk, but only around $2,200, mod- 
erate. Last week ‘Obsession’ (U) on 
second week oke $2,300. 

Empire (Acme) (1,100; 25)—‘Lady 


Tubbs’ (U). Way down at $1,700. 
Last week ‘Stars Over Broadway’ 
(WB) $2,200. 


‘Wilderness’ ’ Strong 2d 
At $5,000; Portland 
Still in Refrigerator 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 25. 

(Best Exploitation: Par, Orph) 

Turning on the exploitation heat 
means heating all trails to the b.o. 

Weather man turned on the ice 
box stuff and it doesn’t mix with 
pix. Natives hug the radiators and 
it takes strong product to get them 
out. 

‘Rose Marie’ took the blue ribbon 
for cracking the bliz competish. 
Now in its third week at Parker’s 
UA and holding up well. ‘Wilder- 
ness’ also holding at the Broadway 
and gathering steam from grape- 
vine exploitation. 

Evergreen’s Paramount and Or- 
pheum shared honors in plugging 
new product of the week. Par had 
‘Lady Consents’ getting an okay re- 
sponse. ‘Petrified Forest’ at the 
Orpheum ran up a big quota of 
raves and lifted that house out of a 
dull spot into the big money. 

Grinds also suffered from the cold 
spell. ‘Mutiny’ lasted only a week 
of subsy run at the Music Box in- 
stead of an expected long distance 
grindathon. That sends it to the 
nabes with meat still on the bone. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
—Wilderness’ (MG) (2d week). 
Picking up biz which first week’s 
bad weather conditions missed and 
looks okay at $5,000. Last week 
good $6,800. 

United Artists (Parker (1,000; 
25-40)—‘Marie’ (MG) (3d week). 
Holding up nicely for $4,500 and 
stays. Second week suffered a bit 
from cold spell at $6,000. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,000; 
25-40)—‘Consents’ (RKO) and ‘Hap- 
pen’ (Fox). Combo getting nice 
play for $5,000. Last week ‘Milky 
Way’ (Par) got a big play on its 
own account despite zero weather 
competish, ‘Fang and Claw’ (RKO) 
didn’t raise the ante any, but combo 
closed for good $6,200. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,000;  25-40)—‘Forest’ (WB) and 
‘Master’s Voice’ (U). Boosted this 
house into a better b.o. spot, looks 
good at $5,500. Last Week ‘Pro. 
Soldier’ (Fox) and ‘First e Girl’ 
(GB) pulled after disappointing six 
davs at poor $3,000. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,400; 25-40)—‘Nevada’ (Par) and 
‘Kind Lady’ (MG). Okay and hit- 
ting an a good pace in this spot 
around $3,000. Last week ‘Devil's 
Island’ (Col) and ‘Gentleman’ (MG) 
closed with average $200. 





FACE’ WITH GOOD STAGE 
SHOW $4,100, LINCOLN 


Lincoln, Feb. 25. 

Popularity this week is concen- 
trated on the Orpheum, town’s sole 
vaudfilmer. which with a big show, 
‘Kit Kat Club Revue’ on the stage 
and ‘Another Face’ (RKO) on the 
screen, started off better than any- 
thing so far this year. Pace was 
about $1,000 per day on the vaude 
show's three days. ‘Red Saiute’ took 
up the play thereafter for four days. 

The Lincoin has ‘Riffraff,’ going 








Boston, Feb. 25, 
(Best Exploitation: Keith's) 

Ideal weekend weather boomed 
pic biz here, with all houses getting 
okay openings on the strength of 
holiday crowds and prices. ‘Follow 
the Fleet’ at the Memorial, on its 
own, and Wallace Beery in person 
at the Met (‘First a Girl’ on 
sereen) are racing about neck-and- 
neck this week. Memorial is point- 


. 
tne 


ing towards $35,000 and Beery is a 
potent draw for a smack $32,000, 
‘Fleet’ on Saturday (22) broke all 
house attendance records and all 
previous single-day Astaire records, 
grossing $8,007. 
‘Modern Times,’ in its second 


week, is holding up okay at $20,000 
pace, bolstered by holiday trade over 
weekend. 

Loew houses a little soft this week 
with ‘Had to Happen’ and ‘Danger- 
ous Intrigue,’ doubled. Par and 
Fenway ditto with ‘Woman Trap’ 
and ‘Timothy’s Quest,’ dual. 

Friday night (21) film row had 
some opposish from a mammoth 
dance contest at the Garden, run by 


the Herald-Traveler, but not seri- 
ous. 

Jack Granara and Joe Ehrlich of 
the Keith office went to town on 
‘Fleet’ with a hard-hitting campaign, 
launched well in advance of open- 
ing. Landed double-truck pictorial 
splashes and Sunday roto. stuff 
ahead of the opener in Sunday 
papers. Two dance strips in ad- 


vance in dailies. A tricky mechan- 
ical lobby display, rigged up by Cyl- 
Champlin and George French, 
tracted more attention than any- 
thing of its kind in months here. 
Distributed a flock of heralds at the 
big dance contest, and loaned some 
posters to a Harvard frat ‘white tie 
and tails’ dance, getting full credit. 
Significantly, no national ads were 
used through the entire campaign, 
a good job by the local boys, Carlo 
Vannicola and Al Marsters, suf- 
ficing. 
Estimates for This Week 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 
25-35-50)—‘Fleet’ (RKO) breaking 
records and aiming at a juicy $35,- 
000. Probably good for = three 
frames. ‘Lady Consents’ (RKO) 
negative last week, nine days, at 
$7,500. 

Met (M&P) (4,200; 35-50-65)— 
‘First a Girl’ (GB). Wallace Beery 
on stage pleasing with promise of 
about $32,000, terrif. Last week 
$42,300 on ‘Pasteur’ (WB) and John 


at- 


Boles’ personal, smash trade far 
exceeding expectations. 
Keith-Boston (RKO) (3,000; 35- 
50-65)—‘Next Time’ (U) and stage 
show, topped by Ruth Etting and 


Toby Wing, excellent combo, $26,000 
Last week Wayne King on stage 
and ‘Two in Dark’ (RKO) on screen 
pleased with $22,000. 

Majestic (UA) (1,626; 25-35-40- 
50-55-65-85)—‘Modern Times’ (UA). 
In its second week tilted slightly by 
holiday surge to $19,000 promise. 
Opening week very good $18,000. 
Expects to remain two more stanzas. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-35-40- 
50)—-‘Intrigue’ (Col) and ‘Had to 
Happen’ (20th), dual, relatively pal- 
lid combo but with week-end build- 
up will hit around $14,000. ‘Rose 
Marie’ (MG) (2d week) wound up 
with satisfactory $13,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Intrigue’ (Col) and ‘Happen’ 
(20th), dual, weak sisters, so $12,000 
will be tops. ‘Rose Marie’ (MG) fin- 
ished second week here at okay 
$10,000. 

Paramoun: (M&P) (1,800; 25-35- 
50)—‘Woman Trap’ (Par) and ‘Tim- 
othy’ (Par), double. N.s.h., but with 
lush holiday trade, will total around 
$8,500. ‘Freshman Love’ (IN) and 
‘My Marriage’ (20th), dual, skidded 
to $5,500 last week. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,600; 25-30-40- 
50)—‘Woman Trap’ (Par) dualled 
with ‘Timothy’ (Par) will crowd fair 
$4,500. Last week off at $3,500 for 
‘Freshman Love’ (FN) and ‘Mar- 
riage’ (20th). . 

Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-40- 
50)—‘Burlesque’ (20th) and ‘Milky 
Way’ (Par). Both 2d run, satisfac- 
tory $7,000 indicated. About same 
last week for ‘Informer’ (RKO), re- 
vival, and ‘Goes’ (Par) (3d run). 





good to a likely $2,700, which is 
more than the house has seen in 
some time. Stuart having trouble 
with ‘Ceiling Zero’ and not doing 
well. 

Break in the weather caught 
everybody napping on pub stunts, 
there being no particular, use to 
drum up any motion these last few 
weeks, But stunts aren't needed, 
people having been cooped up so 


long they're on a spree to see some- 
thing. 
Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (550: 10-15)-- 
‘Bulldog Courage’ (Par) and ‘Moon- 
light on Prairie’ (WB), split. Break - 
ing weather assures better play and 
$950 is in sight. Last week ‘Ba! 
20’ (Par) and ‘Dangerous Waters 
(U), split, got $850, with weathe) 
had 


Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25 
(Continued on page 41) 
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"| PARAMOUNT BOX OFFICE NEWS 
| “TRAIL OF LONESOME 
| __ PINE” A WOW! 
zh : 


Paramount Technicolor 
Picture Smashes All 
: | Bae meecoe eer Records in Miami Beach 
| | i ane and Broadway Openings. 
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Within a single week, “The Trail of the 
Lonesome Pine,” first big film drama in 
color, has smashed all time records in two key 


spots on the Atlantic Seaboard. Opening 
3 -\Monday in Miami Beach, 
the big Walter Wanger pro- 
duction had mobs fighting 
for admission to the high 
hat Colony Theatre. And 
Wednesday morning saw 
Broadway jammed as the 


5e 
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26,000 
stage 
screen 
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oo ESE coe y SSS nao os : NG New York Paramount gave 
yan * . ee ie a an ee - New York its first glimpse 
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Society Storming © 
25-35 Colony, Miami 
aes Beach, as The 


Critics joined with Florida 
Madea Trail of the Lone- |B , 
30-40- some Pine’’ Opens * SORE I ra ep ea 


society, with celebrities of 

40- ) | 41\the theatre, of the sports 
ad fair in Summer 4 ecsiall rip ; 
90 for . : gg oe fe ee world, of the writing busi- 
ae: ei: ee at ewes eee (ness, and with Mr. and Mrs. 
oe oly eu ee ae» 2 oe eee, fan to tell the world 
Fe HOT OR 5 Fh a gaia ek awn Be IS 7 |Paramount had a winner. 
> qian he a re ie —1t 4 ee m see | And exhibitors all over the 

country had the home office 


haywire begging for prints. 


of the Technicolor opus. 
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suet es Follow up business at both 
t few houses continues strong. 
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jm other to the Paramount list 
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HURRICANE OF APPLAUSE HITS MIAMI BEACH 
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Mr. and Mrs. Du Bose “Porgy” Heyward with Mr. and Mrs. 
Hervey “Anthony Adverse” Allen at “Trail” opening, 





Miami Beach 
Celebrities at “Trail” “Magnificent beyond com- ie 
Opening Praise Color || pare.’ 


Picture as Tops 











“The color was really won- 

derful. It was well pre- 

sented and well acted.” 
—George Ade 





“It is the most beautiful 
thing I have ever seen on 
the screen.” 


—Paul Block, Publisher 





“The natural coloring is 
the most beautiful thing I 
have ever seen.” 


—H. ]. Phillips, 
New York Sun columnist 





“The sereen has found a 
new medium.” 
—Gar Wood, speed boat racer 








George Ade, famous humorist, 
at “Trail” premiere, Miami 
Beach. 





—George F. Getz, 


N ational Committee 





“Enjoyed every minute of 
the picture.” 
—Daniel Frohman 





“Never have I been sO 


touched with a motion pic- 


ture.” 





—Henry Horner, 


Treasurer, Republican 


Governor of Illinois 


AS “TRAIL OF LONESOME PINE’ TAKES FIRST BOW 











| Miami Beach, Fla.—Feb. 18—There may have 
been a Moon over Miami last night. If there 
was, nobody noticed it. They were too busy 
fighting their way through the mobs on Lin- 


coln Road, trying by a little straight arm stuff 
, | to muscle thear way into the biggest picture 





women |OPening this winter re- 

= |sort has ever seen... 
\ithe world premiere of 
Paramount’s all-color 
drama, “The Trail of 


the Lonesome Pine.” 
The big shots of the 
sports world, the theatre, 
high society, not to men- 
tion a few hundred ordi- 
nary muggs like your re- 
|| porter, wrinkled their stiff 
bosoms, k.o’d their straw 
kelleys and had themselves 
one brawl of a time, but it 
was worth it... as every- 
body from the moneyed top) 
kicks to the little fellows 
voted without a single dis- 
senting opinion that this 





of 


dean | 
Broadway producers,at“Tratl” 
opening, Miami Beach. 


Daniel Frohman, 





“Great box office picture. 
Never have seen anything 
so beautiful.” 

—E. J. Sparks 








| Majer and Mrs. Albert Worn 
a at “Trail” opening, Miami Beach. 










big time action picture in 
color was aces, and set up 
a mark for the other boys: 
in the picture business to 
shoot at. 





Trail Marks New Picture 
Epoch says Major Warner 











__|{|Miami Beach—Feb. 18— 
+ i“Tonight’s premiere 
brought me back to the 
day when we made the 
first talkie,” said Major 


er with i. ai Mrs. Al ian 
Albert Warner, interview- 





Miami PIC Critics 
Write Raves After First 
Look-See at “Trail” 





ed at “Lonesome Pine” op- 
ening. “They said it could 





“In a good many years of 
show-going, we do not re- 








“The most important pic- 
ture in nearly a decade— 
since ‘The Jazz Singer’ 
made the screen articu- 
late.” —Edgar Hay, 

Miami, Fla., Herald 





memberhavingsatthrough 
an hour and a half of any- 


thing quite so beautiful as 
this film.” 


—Miriam Bell, 
Miami Daily News 





not be done. They pre- 
dicted the public would 
never take to it. But the 
skeptics have been proved 
wrong. ‘The Trail of the 
Lonesome Pine’ is a mag- 
nificent production in col- 
or. It marks an epoch in 
pictures.” 
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PARAMOUNT BOX OFFICE NEWS 














What the New York 
Fans Say About “Trail 
of the Lonesome Pine” 















“It’s a fine picture. The act- 
ing is excellent. And the 
photography fine.” 


—Elma Anzak, saleslady 







“A honey of a picture with 
marvelous acting. The col- 


or is beautiful.” 
Georgette Vine,Edith Frankel, 
actresses 


“Fine acting ... excellent 
photography.” —George Foz, 
sales clerk 


aL ig 


a a 
“It’s got everything,” 
—Joe Mangelli, auto salesman 


e |“A stirring picture. With 


. “The beauties of nature 


||“A tremendous advance in 
_|eolor photography. It is 


CROWDS BRAVE WEATHER, MOB BROADWAY 

















plenty of spirits.” 
—Dominic Sicilian, 
Charles Ferrar, bartenders 





New York Critics Praise 
Color Picture as 


Real Triumph for the 
Picture Industry 











and those of Miss Sylvia 
Sidney are brought in, 
realistic hues to the screen 


production. Each scene is 


hand of the Master.’” 


‘—Regina Crewe, _ 
New York American 





beautiful enough to shine 
as a milestone in the mov- 
ies’ technical march of 
progress.” 


‘=—Bland Johaneson,. 
Daily Mirror 





“When to the story is 
added a cast of unusual 
merit and a richly beauti- 
ful color production, then 
it becomes a distinguished 
and worthwhile picture, 
commanding attention no 
less for its intrinsic enter- 
tainment value than as an- 
other milestone in the de- 
velopment of the cinema,” 
Frank S. Nugent, 





of the Paramount in this|# 
handsomely Technicolored 


a painting wrought by the] #¢ 


FOR “TRAIL OF THE LONESOME PINE” OPENING 


New York, N. Y.—Feb. 20—Old Weather Man 
slipped over a fast one and hauled the tem- 


perature down to the zero line yesterday. But 
the New York fans just buttoned up their 
overcoats, held their mitts to their ears and 
stood in line until they got what they wanted 
...and what they wanted was to see the world 
premiere of the first color drama, “The Trail. 


of the Lonesome Pine.” 


Before noon the New York Paramount had chalked 
up a new record for attendance and the fans were still 
streaming in. And did they like it? They did. As far 
as New York is concerned Paramount has topped off 
its recent series of box office successes with an even 


bigger winner.} 





ee 
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N.Y.Paramount warms frost bitten fans 
with sinkers and coffee,, 





“The picture that opened 
at the Paramount Theatre 
yesterday before a record 
early morning audience 
marks the beginning of a 
new epoch in films. Henry 
Hathaway, the director 
who handled ‘Lives of a 
Bengal Lancer’ so expertly 
has kept the story moving 
at_a lively pace.” 





_ New_York Times 


—Kate Cameron, Daily News| 





“Accurate reporting com- 
pels the reporter to write. 


that the audience loved it.” 


4 


‘— William Boehnel,. 
World Telegram 


} 


“Utterly lovely are’ the 
colors in ‘The Trail of the 
Lonesome Pine’. As a dem- 
onstration of outdoor pho- 
tography in color it is an 
outstanding achievement,” 


—Rose Pelswick, 
New York Journal 
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HOLLYWOOD DUSTS OFF ADJECTIVES AS TRADE PRESS 
CRITICS WRITE RAVES ON “THE TRAIL OF LONESOME PINE” 














Sure Fire Mass Entertainment 
With Strong Appeal in Story, Fine 
Cast and Color That Is Best Yet 





With or without color, this production has been so 
effectively done from screenplay and casting to direc- 
tion and editing.that it can’t miss... action, suspense 
and heart interest all dovetailed together and carried 
to a strong finish that will send the fans home with 
wet handkerchiefs but a satisfied feeling. 


—FILM DAILY 


Wanger’s Production 
Would Be Box Office Even 
Without Color Novelty; 
Hathaway, Sylvia Sidney, 
Writing Splendid 


Color is here. And pros- 
perity too, for the theatres 
booking Walter Wanger’s 
“Trail of the Lonesome 
Pine.” You don’t have to 
be a veteran in the busi- 
ness to remeniber what 
Irving Cumming’s “Cisco 


























Out of the pulsing heart of 
America blazes this story 
of a man and a woman 
who dare to set their love 
againsi the angry flames 
of the last great feud war. 

In black and white, this 
Paramount picture would 
be a triumph... in natural 
color it marks the start 
of a new era in motion 
picture entertainment..., 


SYLVIA SIDNEY 
FRED MacMURRAY 
HENRY FONDA 


“THE TRAIL 


LONESOME 
PINE’ 


wih FRED STONE + NIGEL BRUCE - BEULAH BOND! 
ROBERT BARRAT*<"“Spanky” McFARLAND  Fusry 
KNIGHT + Based ox the Pemaus Novel by John Fox, Jr 
Direcied..xy. Hitbty Hashawey :who: skade “The Lives of 



























Kid” did at the box office. 
That picture was the first 
outdoor talking picture. It 
gave the producers confi- 
dence that talking pictures 
were here to stay. Now 
comes “Lonesome Pine”... 
the first major outdoor 
talking feature in color— 
to prove that color is here 
to stay. ... The picture 
would be a hit even in 
black and white, due to the 
uniformly high quality of 
its cast, direction and 
story. 


—HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 





“Trail” Proves Film of 
Magnificence, Great Enter- 


| tainment; Box Office Smash 


“The Trail of the Lone- 


-|some Pine” is a film of dra- 
|matic and artistic mag- 


nificence, a great piece of 
entertainment for all 
classes and a box office 
smash by every sign. 


Picture is a directorial 
triumph for Henry Hatha- 
way. The players score 
solidly, man, woman, and 
child. Supporting the 
whole pyramid of out- 
standing excellence is the 
courage, the vision, the im- 
agination and showmanly 
intuition and shrewdness 
of Walter Wanger paving 
a further way into the 
realm of screen color on 
firm commercial ground.” 


—DAILY VARIETY 





“Trail of the Lonesome 
Pine” should blaze a new 
trail to the Box Office for 
new records. It is an out- 
standing triumph in the 
field of natural color, por- 
trayed by an _ excellent 
cast, and the last word in 
scenic beauty. 


| —BOX OFFICE 
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Trail of Lonesome Pine 


(TECHNICOLOR) 
(With Songs) 


release of Walter Wanger 
production. Stars Sylvia Sidney, Henry 
Fonda, Fred MacMurray. Directed by 
Henry Hathaway. From play by John 
Fox, Jr.; screen play, Grover Jones; adap- 
tation, Harvey Thew and Horace McCoy, 
Art director, Alexander Toluboff; Techni- 
color director, Natalie Kalmus; Techni- 
color photog, Howard Greene; director of 
photog, Robert C. Bruce; Songs, Lou Alter- 
Sidney D. Mitchell; musical direction, Boris 


Paramount 


Morros. At Paramount, N. Y., week Feb. 
19, ’36. Running time, 100 mins. 

June Tolliver.......-..+-+0-. Sylvia Sidney 
Pave Tolliver......ceeccerees Henry Fonda 
Jack Hale.......:+. civenes Fred MacMurray 
Judd Tolliver. ...csesccecceceses Fred Stone 
Thurber.....+++- Siacehssstevaes Nigel Bruce 
Melissa Tolliver........+++++- Beulah Bondi 
Buck PAtitis..« cocecccccccscss Robert Barrat 
Buddie Tolliver.........Spanky McFarland 
GEG ve gps cba sid veeeeeswece Fuzzy Knight 
COTBOY cc ccccccccececcsseccccs ..Otto Fries 
ROOT. oa.5:6 cada boesinesesene .Samuel Hinds 
Clayt Tolliver....cessccecesces Alan Baxter 
SINUS 65 hb de veh s 0 svn vs Fern Emmett 
Fzra Tolliver.........-..-,+-Richard Carle 
Wade PAliB... ono ccececees Henry Kleinbach 


‘The Trail of the Lonesome Pine’ 
is a good show saleable for big 
grosses. It’s a flicker the ballyhoo 
boys can and will do tricks with; 
the first all-Technicolor feature pro- 
duced 100% outdoors, three-ply 
stellar appeal in Sylvia Sidney, 
Henry Fonda and Fred MacMurray, 
and, what's more important for box 


office pictures, in or out of color, 
the story is there. 
What ‘Becky Sharp's’ significance 


was supposed to portray is actually 
promulgated by ‘Lonsome Pine.’ It 
evidences thet color can be utilized 
as a forceful complement to cine- 
matic entertainment providing the 
basic story ingredients are sturdy. 
‘Pine’ doesn’t permit the color ap- 
peal to subjugate the primary phase 
of any film entertainment. 

Henry Hathaway, director, and 
Walter Wanger, preducer, may have 
deferred to the art direction of Al- 
exander Toluboff in some basic re- 
spects, such as when the pastel por- 
traiture of the photography in cer- 
tain fleeting outdoor scenes assert 
themselves boldly. Yet it’s quite 
patent that they never permitted 
themselves to be buffaloed. ‘Lone- 
some Pine’ is first a talking picture 
entertainment. Its color values are 
enhancing but not obtrusive. So 
much so that, as the footage pro- 
gresses the auditor accepts. the 
browns and the grays of the tall 
pine country as a natural back- 
ground—an authentic complement 
to the basic romance and the trav- 
ail of the railroad building project 
through a hostile hillbilly commun- 
ity. 

Hathaway has 
dédit’ with the ignorance of the 
mountaineer folk. His dialogicians, 
Harvey Thew and Horace McCoy— 
following the Grover Jones treat- 
ment of the John Fox, Jr., original— 
have faithfully preserved the reti- 
cent, curt mien of the feuding Toll- 
iver and Falin clans. If anyone be- 
gins to wonder whether such things 
are still authentic in these years of 
the radio enlightment, the dialog 
and the performances dispel any 
dubiousnesses. 

It’s to the credit of the back-of- 
the-camera collaborators that they 
brooked no compromises among the 
featured triangular characters, or 
among the heads of the respective 
feudin’ clans. Sylvia Sidney’s per- 
formances as the ‘billy looker is un- 
compromising in every detail. After 
a brief spell of schooling in Louis- 
ville, where MacMurray has sent 
her, She reverts to type. Upon hear- 
ing how Buddy (Spanky McFar- 
land) has been murdered, she too 


sympathetically 


cries for a YFalin’s blood. Henry 
Fonda, as her mountaineer vis-a- 
vis, is equally consistent in his 


scowling hate for the Falin clan, 
as well as for the advent of the city 
engineer (MacMurray)... Latter is 
capital in his dealings with the ig- 
norant hillbillies and his affection 
for June Tolliver (Miss Sidney). 
Spanky McFarland is a natural 
on personality and this alumnus of 
‘Our Gang’ has been assigned a 
vivid role in the general proceed- 
ings. Fuzzy Knight, as a vagabond 
who sings his way through the hills, 
has one of those standout support 
parts, His resonant, wholesome 
voice asserts itself with two ballads, 
notably ‘When It’s Twilight on. the 


Trail’ which segues into a _ tear- 
jerking requiem around Spanky's 
bier. Considering Knight’s scat- 


song antecedents the situation is 
unusual. 

Then there are Fred Stone and 
Robert Barrat, respective heads of 
the rival clans, both fine. Beulah 
Bondi is highly competent as the 
lovable Melissa Tolliver. Nigel 
$ruce, in an English bit, is note- 
worthy for his restraint. All the 
rest are likewise eflicient. 

Besides the two specially com- 
posed tunes by Lou Alter and Sid- 
ney D. Mitchell, a highly effective 
musical score, batoned by Boris 
Morros, sets the picture musically. 
Inevitably the old Harry Carroll 
‘Trail of the Lonesome Vine’ is the 
titular vamp-off. Knight also gives 
out ‘Stack o’ Lee Blues’ in another 
sequence. 

General photography is excellent. 
One or two of the portraiture shots 
drew a salvo from this audience. 
The pseudo-Cumberland mountain 
background is vividly transmuted to 
the screen. 

Considering the familiar city-boy- 
meets-mountain-girl formula, there 
should be an additional bow in that 
‘Lonesome Pine’ eveniuates as not 
dated. Avel. 
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FOLLOW THE FLEET 


(MUSICAL) 
Radio release of Pandro S. Berman pro- 
duction, Stars Fred Astaire, Ginger 
Rogers. Features Randolph Scott, Harriet 


Hilliard, Astrid Allwyn. 
Sandrich., From play, ‘Shore Leave,’ by 
Herbert Osborne; adaptation, Dwight 
Taylor, Allan Scott; songs, Irving Berlin; 
dances, Hermes Pan; musical director, 
Max Steiner: editor, Henry Berman; 
camera, David Abel, Vernon Walker. At 


Directed by Mark 


Music Hall, N. Y., week Feb. 20, °36 
Running time, 110 mins. 

| A ee See Fred Astaire 
Sherry +0 bee eieb se 6s ceded case Ginger Rogers 
eee Sa teeta Randolph ‘Scott 
RG 565 wiignnncsbekedices Harriet Hilliard 
MENT ess p2kches hed obaveavectad Astrid Allwyn 
SR Bie s dss bk 66a rc en oe Betty Grable 
Capt. DUD indo ks k4R KS Harry Beresford 
PR Sots Seve abe ces sakdeeiees Russell Hicks 
RR ae: Fae Brooks Benedict 
Dopey Pheetes thwk tbecadebustiieeke Ray Mayer 
PRE Pree eee Lucille Ball 


Fred Astaire, the Chris Columbus 
for the boys and girls on the hoof, 
hasn’t missed yet. And ‘Follow the 
Fleet’ follows his others around the 
bases, keeping the record clean. 
With Ginger Rogers again opposite, 
and the Irving Berlin music to dance 
to and sing, Astaire once more legs 
himself and his picture into the big 
time entertainment class. The box- 
office returns will be commensurate, 
although not the sock of ‘Top Hat’ 
and, accordingly, disappointing in 
that respect. 

Imperfections in ‘Fleet’ are con- 
fined to story. That's usual with 
musicals, stage or screen. Also 110 
minutes running time is agin’ it, for 
which reason the general impression 
is a bit lethargic. This is a 
rather free adaptation of ‘Shore 
Leave,’ a David Belasco oldie, upon 
which ‘Hit the Deck’ was also based 
and which Radio also made as a 
picture. Yet the story never de- 
tracts from the important and most 
salable element—the Astaire-Rogers 
musical: efforts. 3ut where the 
script is concerned there is room for 
improvement even at this post-pro- 
duction date, That 110 minutes run- 
ning time is 'way overboard. Foot- 
age could stand a 20 minute shrink. 
Director Mark Sandrich hasn't 
rushed the plot development, thus 
leaving sufficient room for. the 
shears. 

In the production department the 
picture is more than generous. There 
are seven songs which is a bit too 
much, all by [Irving Berlin. As 
numbers are what they'll be waiting 
and looking for, they'll neither wait 
nor look in vain. Astaire has two 
solo stepping spots, Miss Rogers 
one, and they team on three occa- 


sions. There are also two vocals 
by Harriet Hilliard. The music 
will not reach the peak  at- 


tained by the tunes of ‘Top Hat,’ but 
a seven song score of the calibre of 
‘Fleet’ is extraordinary with ‘Face 
the Music,’ a cross between ‘Picco- 
lino’ and ‘Lovely Day,’ easily the 
leader. ‘Saw the Sea’ is noteworthy 
for. its comedy lyric. The score on 
the whole is pleasant but save for 
‘Face the Music,’ the last number, 
not particularly distinguished. As- 
taire does much to bolster it through 
personal comedy efforts and delivery 
such as ‘Rather Head a Band,’ nov- 
elty ditty with a military routine 
as he barks his orders to the gobs 
by tap-stepping ’em. 

Story is a double romance involv- 
ing the starred due and Miss Hil- 
liard-Randolph Scott. Yarn breaks 
them up and teams them again for 
the finish. The Astaire-Rogers sit- 
uation is based on comedy. Scott and 
Miss Hilliard are inclined to be more 
serious. Now and then the latter 
pair filter to the top through a pro- 
duction effort to underline’ the 
script, but it doesn’t happen often 
Astaire and Miss Rogers couldn't be 
overshadowed if they merely sang 
and danced. 

All the star team’s dancing ef- 
forts are honeys. Miss Rogers in 
this one goes beyond the role of 
dancing vis-a-vis for Astaire and 
emerges as a corking stepper in her 
own right. Her assimilation of the 
Astaire method now permits wider 
scope in the rwvutines, and that 
Astaire has taken advantage of this 
is notable in all three of their 
doubles. In a rehearsal dance on a 
boat deck they really go eccentric. 
There is no better comedy than 
dancing comedy, and this is dancing 
comedy at its best. 

There are further laughs, as well 
as scintillating hoofery, in a dance 
contest number, and then a switch 
in tempo to a modern waltz just 
under the finale. The latter num- 
ber suffers in spots from underlight- 


ing; even Astaire’s dancing can't 
be seen in the dark. His best 
specialtv is backgrounded by a 


troupe of sailors who handle the 
rhythmic background while Astaire 
turns in the offbeat action up front. 
This is ‘Rather Lead a_ Band.’ 
It's a routine likely to cause as 
much talk as the cane and topper 
item in the previous picture. Miss 
Rogers,’ solo opportunities, both for 
singing and dancing, land in both 
departments. 
Scott. works 


straight threughout 


Hilliard in favor of a hot 





the light and completes. the 
some. After meeting him but 
and then for only a couple of hours, 
| Miss Hilliard hocks the family pos- 
| sessions to buy a ship for him when 
the fleet returns to Frisco. 
Astaire and Miss Rovers’ romance is 








as a sailor who razzie-dazzles Miss | 
blonde | 
right up to the finale, when he sees | 
four- | 
once, 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Trail of the Lonesome Pine’ 
(Par). <All-Technicolor out- 
doors production, doubly strong 
for boxoffice—strong story and 
triple-stars, Sylvia Sidney, 
Henry Fonda, Fred MacMur- 
ray, for the marquee. 

‘Follow the Fleet’ (Radio). 
Astaire-Rogers in another hit 
musical. 

‘The Music Goes ‘Round’ 
(Col). Moored to a tune that 
has begun to rub them the 
other way, this tale of a show- 
boat troupe’s adventure on 
Broadway will need heaps of 
exploitation pulmotoring. Harry 
Richman and Rochelle Hudson 
top cast. 

‘Yellow Dust’ (RKO). Rich- 
ard Dix name presages moder- 
ate biz for this otherwise weak 
western. 

‘Don’t Get Personal’ (U). 
James Dunn-Sally Bilers in a 
farce that fails to register. 

‘Her Master’s Voice’ (Par). 
Edward Everett Horton in 
bright domestic comedy from 
stage play; best as dualer. 

‘Lady of Secrets’ (Col). Ruth 
Chatterton and a good selling 
title for the marquee, but little 
for the screen. Not strong. 





‘My Marriage’ (20th-Fox). 
High society-murder-romance 
mixture, weil made and pro- 
duced, that will get by with 
family audiences, 

‘You May Be Next’ (Col). 
ripping G-man thriller with 


Lloyd Nolan, Douglas Dum- 
brille and Ann Sothern. 

‘Fast Bullets’ (Reliable). 
Tom Tyler and Rex Lease 
team effectively in typical out- 
door thriller, 











Their former stage partnership ex- 
plains their eompetent s. and d 
work. No explanations made for 
Miss Hilliard’s singing except a line 
of dialog saying she’s a _ singing 
teacher. But they won't be asking 
questions after she tears the first 
one off. 

This is Miss’ Hilliard’s first pic- 
ture. She’s from radio, having sung 
mostly with the Ozzie Nelson band 
and chiefly on the Joe Penner pro- 
grams. Yet the customary bally ac- 
companying a radio singer’s film 
debut is missing, and that permits 
Miss Hilliard to walk in more 
quietly and effectively. Her work 
needs a bit more animation, though 
that will come with more camera 
experience. Just*now she has more 
possibilities than the average girl 
from the networks. That takes in 
both singing and looks. A _ blonde 
originally she’s in brunet wig in 
this film, presumably in deference 
to Miss Rogers. 

Although they have imposing 
shipboard framework for back- 
ground few of the mu.‘cal items are 
of the lavish type scenicaliy. The 
only flasher is saved for the finish 
and plausibly spotted as a benefit 
performance on a steamer. But 
even this one remains within the 
bounds of realism, for its mostly 
Astaire and Rogers waltzing with 
brief showgirl support. 

Outside of the four principals 
other players are held down to brief 
chores. Astrid Allwyn has more to 
do than the others as the object for 
Scott’s wandering affections. She's 
an effective vamp. Ray Mayer will 
have to look fast to catch himself. 
This sterling comic has yet to re- 
ceive a real film opportunity to strut 
his stuff. Betty Grable is on and 
off so quickly it’s hardly a screen 
test. 

Dwight Tayler and Al Scott's 
dialog is good and can be depended 
on for laughs, with the Astaire- 
Rogers dancing sure to do the 
rest. But cutting it would have 
helped a lot more. Bige. 


The Music Goes ’Round 


Coiumbia production and release. Fea- 
tures Harry Richman, Rochelle Hudson, 
Directed by Victor Schertzinger. Story 
by Sidney Buchman; adaptation, Jo 
Swerling; music and lyrics, Lew Brown, 
Harry Akst, Victor Schertzinger;: addi- 
tional lyrics, Red Hodgson, Farley and 
Riley; film editor, Gene Milford; camera, 


Joseph Walker. At Capital, N. Y.,.week 
Feb. 21, '36. Running time, 85 mins. 
gg Bs tS ae Harry Richman 


Susanna Courtney.......Rochelle Hudson 








Hector Courtney........ Valter Connolly 
UEMOP sigscccésvecs Douglass Durnbrille 
PUGROT «sees: 6esdorsesuve Lionel Stander 
Stephen ..ceoce eeeeevece Henry Mollison 
PUOWHIOE 6 cctedsessiess Etienne Girardot 
CODRBAM oo coceccesceseocs Walter Kingsford 
JOG sevstcoccvoscssecesseer Wyrley Birch 
og erry ---Victor Killian 
DIE 5.56 tceveveriaaeasves Dora Early 
EU 60.0d 0 ess 6seeeress Gene Morgan 
Michael Bartiett........Michael Bartlett 
| Farley and Riley........ .. Themselves 


Some tall hurdling will have to be 
done to bring this one into the| 
money. With the freak tune which 
inspired the film's remaking and re- | 
titling decidedly on the way out, it | 
might be to the exhib’s advantage | 
to sidetrack the Mike Farley-Ed 
Riley angle and put the full pres- 


i 
| far more logical. They have been| sure of ballyhoo Lehind the mors | 
a vaudeviile term hefore the picture | and the musical score which agi- | 
| opens, and Asteire is in the navy |tated the original production. in | 
because the girl turned him dor n.fany event, the picture doesn't 


presage a bright outlook for the 
major spots. What might give it 
better enticement in the smaller 
communities and nabes is the nicely 
confected background -of showboat 
trouping that tickles the sentimen- 
tal side in telling style until ‘The 
Music Goes ’Round’ comes crashing 
into the proceedings. 

Inclusion of ‘The Music Goes 
‘Round’ sequence has resulted in 
balling up what most likely had 
been a pleasant little romance of 
modest dimensions. While far from 
original in concept, the narrative 
gives Harry Richman rich opportu- 
nity for slick line reading opposite 
Rochelle Hudson, not to mention the 


benefit of his distinctive singing 
style to such nifty tunes as ‘Life 
Begins When You're in Love,’ 


‘There'll Be No South’ ‘Let’s Go’ and 
‘Suzannah.’ Deft facial and hirsute 
treatment by the makeup man has 
made Richman a considerably 
personable and youthful lad, and 
everything leans to his favor until 
the screen gives it to them in profile. 
That’s a camera angle he should 
sidestep. 

‘The Music Goes Round’ interlude 
comes toward the end of the pic- 
ture and is made part of the Broad- 
way musical opening which serves 
to top off the plot. Variations on 
the hit swingeroo progress from a 
minute and a half appearance by 
Riley and Farley to a Dutch ver- 
sion by Herman Bing, which strug- 


gles hard to be funny, and op- 
eratic arrangement by Michael 


Bartlett and reaches an overdrawn 
climax when Richman toots off a 
chorus with the swanky-togged 
opening night audience joining him 
for the ‘yoohoos.’ By the time this 
sequence is over the tune has been 
fittingly yoohooed to a final resting 
place and oblivion. 

Another musical sequence in the 
film entails an all-colored troupe of 
instrumentalists, singers and danc- 
ers, With the outstanding bits de- 
riving from a quartet and a slow- 
motion shuffler. Like other phases 
of the production, this sequence suf- 
fers from faulty dovetailing of the 
numbers and overstretching of the 
time devoted to them. 

Basic yarn of the picture has to 
do with the adventures of a sated 
Broadway star (Richman) among a 
troupe of starving showboat play- 
ers. Worn out by his rehearsals for 
a new musical, Broadway’ goes 
a.w.o.l. in a rattling jitney. While 
browsing. aboard the ~*showboat. 
Richman is mistaken for a job hunt- 
er by Rochelle Hudson, daughter of 
the showboat's owner, and he is 
made a bit player at $1 a 
dav and his keep. Usual anti-cli- 
max develops when the girl, -re- 
sentful at being hoaxed, steps out 
of eharacter in the middle of the 
play, upbraids the roarine audience, 
and then, fleeing off-stage, encoun- 
ters Richman, upon whom she ad- 
ministers two straight clips to the 
jaw. All turns out well when Rich- 
man quits the show and follows the 
showboat south. 

Romantic passages between the 
pair are tenderly handled, while the 
most is made of the few laugh mo- 
ments that the script offers. Direc- 
tion and cutting are at their best 
during the early portion of the fiim. 
Both assignments go generally hay- 
Wire once the troupe is moved from 
its native heath. 

Miss Hudson does an ingratiat- 
ing job. Walter Connolly gives satis- 
factory lipservice to the characteri- 
zation of the showboat owner who 
mixes his art with heavy doses of 
bourbon, while Lionel Stander, cast 
as Richman’s man Friday, grabs the 
few opportunities alloted him. 

Odec. 


YELLOW DUST 





RKO-Radio relesce of Clff Reid pro- 
duction. Stars Richard D'x. Features 
Tella Hvame. Director, Wallace Fox. 


Adapted from vlay. ‘Mother Lode’ by Dan 
Totberoh and George O'Neill: screen nlav, 
Cyril Hume and John Twist: musicol di- 
rector, Alberto Columbo: film editor, James 


Morlev: comera, Kddie Croniaver, At Ris 
alto, N. Y.. week Feb. 22, '36. Running 
time, 62 mins. 

ES PR rrr rr Aer er Richard Dix 
OM. ts gtaccescsdabie eevee ee Teila Hvams 
Wiegoeth: +. iectcee ss Ccbvseees Moron| O'ecen 
MenGy. SUDA. SUN 0s 52 adiS cameos ce Jessie Polnh 
Solitaire ..... Sbbbsidtbesssesace Andv Clyde 
Wanway .... es eb ccvecreses Onslow Stevene 
Surwer ...... base ras Sod ccee .. Victor Potel 
a, Mee, Pee eee Ethan Tecidlaw 
i PP eee ee Pe Ted Oliver 


Deficiencies 
somewhat allayed by 
Dix monicker. It should do moder- 
ately well soloing in the lesser 
filmers, and will hold up its end on 
the dualers. 

Though done seriously at times 
this picture takes on the cloak of 
satire because of the flimsiness of 
plot and dialog. Story is along the 
usual hoss onpry lines, the hero 
proving himself innocent of taking 
part in a holdup, foiling and killing 
the villain and then clinching with 
the pure dancehall songster who 


in this western are 
the Richard 





| saved his gold mine. 


Wallace Fox did as good a direct- 


| ing job as possible with the script. 


Players in support also capably 


| handle difficult assignments. 


It's an adaptation 
Lode,’ play by 
George O'Neil. 

Leila Hyams, heroine, 
tributes a couple of so-so songs 
which are not- credited. Jessie 
Ralph as the mother, Onslow Stev- 
ens, the villain, comedy contributed 
by Andy Clyde and Moroni Olsen, 


from ‘Mother 
Dan Totheroh and 


also con- 





| 
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Shorts 


YACHT CLUB BOYS 
With Gerald Oliver Smith 
‘They’re Off’ 
15 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone Nos. 1919-20 

Yacht Club Boys rattle off some 
of their jaunty lyrics in a Saratoga 
night club. For a story there’s a 
dese, dem and dose night club pro- 
prietor. He is a pushover for class 
and the boys have promised to de- 
liver the visiting Earl of Cloves for 
a dressy touch at the opening. This 
is a mistake. They really only know 
a race horse, Oil of Cloves. 

Some laughs on the dialog but 
the jingle-singing of the foursome 
is the short’s strength. Fair te 
middling. Land. 








‘CARNIVAL DAY’ 
With Henry Armetta, Felix Knight 
Technicolor 
16 Mins. ~ 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 7143-4 
Technicolor subject using county 


fair background, balloons, flower 
stand, jockeys in bright satin 
blouses, etc. as subjects for the 


Kalmus treatment. Has a certain 
obvious booking appeal as a pro- 
gram dresser-upper plus the popu- 
larity of Henry Armetta who per- 
forms in his standardized style. 
Jockey singer, Felix Knight, re- 
veals nifty pipes. Land, 





RADIO RAMBLERS 
‘The Half Wit-Ness’ 
10 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vitaphone No. 1924 

Radio Ramblers, mimics, interro- 
gate a witness in a murder case, 
Establishment of alibi depends on 
his recollection of the radio pro- 
gram in progress at the time the 
shot was fired. Was it Bing Crosby, 
was it Nino Martini, was it Charles 
Butterworth, etc? Judge and the 
two lawyers join in giving imper- 
sonations to jog the witness’ mem- 
ory. 

An amusing novelty with a few 
giggles. Ramblers are clever trio 
(have done other shorts) and the 
framework is cute. Land. 





THREE STOOGES 

‘Ants in the Pantry’ 

Comedy 

16 Mins. 

Rialto, N. Y. : 
Columbia 

The Three Stooges (Howard, Fine 
and Howard), plus excellent direc- 
tion by Preston Black, give this two- 
reeler an exceptionally high laugh 
average. It’s comedy for both 
grownups and children. 

Plot entails a trio of exterminat- 
ors who, finding business bad, infest 
a house with moths, ants and ver- 
min and then apply for the eradica- 
tion job. It lends itself well to the 
roughhousing of the billed trio, with 
the hoke dressed up by Black to 
bring it up to date. 

Clara Kimball Young gives abie 
support as the society matron whose 
fox-hunting party is almost ruined 
by the rat-catchers. Scho. 





all register. Latter is a ’49 bandit 
along Vince Barnett lines. 

Dix is his usual strong he-man, 
overcoming his own poor speaking 
lines by playing them light. He's 
given little opportunity to show his 
stuff. There is only one gun duel 
in the picture, and this left almost 
wholly to the audience’s imagina- 
tion. 

Eddie 
okay. 


photography 
Scho. 


Cronjager’s 


ROAD GANG 


Warner release of First National produc- 


tion. Directed by Louis King. Story by 
Abem Finkel, Harold Buckley and 
Dalton Trumbo. Camera, L. O'Connell. 


At Strand, N. Y., Feb. 22, '36. Running 
time 60 mins. 


James Larrabeé...... Tit. Donald Woods 
Bot GOnGOR «2 sctseecdeose Carlyle Moore, Jr. 
Barvata.ccsscres evorseccbotion -Kay Linaker 
Bam DOAWGON,.cccccoodeccovs Harry Cording 
Firat Guard. .cicecses PYTTTTT TTY Ed Chandler 
a rr Pee eee Mare Lawrence 
DOO ce vccaccccee sbudedtasas Olin Howland 
WINBOND, ccrcrcccsscccervocesrerss Joe King 
Metcalfe...... e06seb ccndtiaete Henry O'Neill 
Old COMVICt. .coccccccccccssscves John Irwin 
WASGER. ctsceovce PPrTerriry. Addison HKichards 
Mine Warden..........-- Charles Middleton 
DUGIOS sc ccecccccteccscesevns Ed Van Sloan 
Suck Draper...ccscescsscvoses Eddie Shubert 
MaraGen. ..cccccccescccsesess Wm.. Davidson 
Convict......-06 je veesers Herbert Heywood 
BHISIdS.. cece ccscessveseseees Joseph Crehan 


Picture dealing with penology as 
practiced in Dixie is a rewrite on 
familiar material made before by 
Warners and by other companies, 


| Brutality is the theme, 


| 


} 
j 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| 
! 


Man's inhumanity to man has 
been a good subject for literature, 
printed and cinematic, since both 
existed and, in ‘Road Gang.’ the 
capacity of one human being to be 
mean to another is illustrated with 
a grim determination not to be 
squeamish, Once the preliminaries 
are completed and the two boys 
(Donald Woods and Carlyle Moore, 
Jr.) matriculate at the outpost of 
barbarity, it’s a race between the 
various guards to see which one can 


| be—the- most sadistic, 


All this makes for action and a 
certain amount of emotional tension. 


(Continued on page 37) 
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ANOTHER MUSIC HALL 
FOR ASTAIRE-ROGERS! 





“FLEET” DOES THE BIGGEST S 
_ DAY’S BUSINESS IN THE HIST 
RADIO CITY, ON SATURDAY, 
.. TOPPING EVEN THE RECORD. 
ING “TOP HAT’S” BIGGEST 


In Boston, at the Keith Memorial, “FLEET” breaks all existing 
records, regardless of prices or time! .... Boston expects a 
six-weeks run!....tremendous openings at the Albee, 
Cincinnati .. . Hippodrome, Cleveland (against the year's 
stiffest competition) ... Downtown, Detroit ...Orpheum, | 
Minneapolis... Orpheum, New Orleans... Albee, Providence 


... OPENING THIS WEEK AND NEXT IN KEY CITIES | 
FROM COAST TO COAST! 











GET READY, SHOW BUSINESS, FOR SOME NEW 
IDEAS ABOUT THEATRE GROSSES IN AMERICA! 











* 
FRED GINGER 


JASTAURE x ROGERS | | 
FOLLOW THE FLERE 


witt RANDOLPH SCOTT « HARRIET HILLIARD « ASTRID ALLWYN | 


LYRICS AND MUSIC BY WRVING 


oe * [BLAIR ENG Kk y 


%& DIRECTED BY MARK SANDRICH. A Pandro S. Berman Production *& 
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ROXY, N. Y. 
(BOWES AMATEURS) 


New York, Feb. 21. 
Dear Major Bowes: 

Last summer your income through 
radio, units, shorts and other inter- 
ests, was estimated to be flowing 
jn at the rate of $1,000,000-a-year. 
At that time you had five or six 
units out on the road, Now you 
have about 15 units, so the gross 
must be considerably higher. If 
this keeps up J. P. Morgan will be 
backstage any minute to make a 
touch. 

This week the downtown Roxy is 
presenting the first Bowes amateur 
unit to appear in New York. So it's | 
big time for you for the first time. 


With that $1,000,000-or-better pace 
set and more than maintaned, to- 
tally away from Broadway up to 


now. 

Thanks to the Roxy booking, at 
$6,000 for the show for the week, 
Broadway, or that strata of show 
business which Broadway repre- 
sents, has its first opportunity to 
see this latest phenomena of the 


theatre up close. But if Broadway 
caught your show at the Roxy Fri- 
day night, it learned nothing by 
sight that it hadn’t learned before 
by ear and through reading the 
papers. If anything, it gleaned 
that Broadway, except for a 
few extra electric bulbs, differs 
not at all from other Main streets. 
The house was jammed with 5,000 
people with round heels, no balance 
and all the other accoutrements that 
go to make up a pushover congre- 
gation. 

Major, your boys and girls slayed 
’em. Everybody had to take an en- 
core. Everybody had to make a 
speech. Everybody had to thank 
the audience—and Major Bowes. 

Yes sir, they certainly landed. 
And it was no surprise, even on 
Broadway. The click of the show 
and the business it was drawing 
proved nothing except that a troupe 
of 20 grade B ex-novices under a 
Bowes unit name at $6,060 are as 
much of an attraction on Broadway 
as in the sticks. 

But the question that needs an- 
swering remains unanswered. And 
that, Major Bowes, is: What hap- 
pens to our ‘amateurs’ when they’re 
through with your units, or your 
units are through with them? That 
must come some time. Will the 
public love ’em in Decsmber as they 
did in May? 

Show bubiness differs from other 
lines of human endeavor. It ap- 
peals to its workers as does no 
other profession. The acting part 
of show business exerts a particu- 
larly strong hold on the sentiments 
and ambitions of those who enter it. 
Once you get it in your blood, it 
isn’t easily shaken off. But that’s 
not telling you anything, major. 

The purely commercial purpose 
behind the radio campaign which 
makes the Bowes stage units possi- 
ble is to sell Chase & Sanborn cof- 
fee. The weekly announcement on 
this most popular program on the 
air is to the effect that listeners 
can give thousands of ambitious 
youngsters a chance to do their 
stuff and have their stuff heard, by 
buying some Chase & Sanborn cof- 
fee. Whether the coffee is good or 
bad hasn't been especially stressed 
of late. The sales promotion is, 
‘Drink a cup of coffee (Chase & 
Sanborn coffee) and give an ama- 
teur a break.’ 

In view of the campaign, as 
against the fact that Chase & San- 
born is selling coffee, not amateurs, 
there are some people who see a 
gimmick and other things back of 
it all. And there are other people 
whose objections are based on the 
fact that they don’t like to see any- 
body make himself $1,000,000 or 
more in a year, 

But these are minor matters. If 
Major Bowes wants to make a mil- 
lion, that’s his lookout. If Chase & 
Sanborn wants to present an ama- 
teur show on the radio, with the 
amateurs replacing the outmoded 
date on the can, that’s Chase & 
Sanborn’s business. There would 
be amateur shows on the radio 
without Chase & Sanborn. There 
were amateur shows before radio. 

But the units are something else 
again. The 200 or so kids who have 
gone out in these units are another 
-problem. They are fortunate in 
having things much easier than the 
average amateur, but then again 
they might be unfortunate in hav- 
ing these advantages. The average 
participant in the real amateur 
shows which now and then produced 
real star material in the past, had 
no easy time of it. He was kicked 
around plenty. If he made good in 
the amateurs, he would go on to 
better things. But the better things 
at first were not much better. Still 
the hard knocks he took on the way 
up served him well later on. And 
he withstood the early punishment 
because he was accustomed to 
nothing better. 


The Major Bowes amateurs have 
a comparative cinch. With 15 units 
now out, theatres clamoring for 
more, and a lot of competitive pro- 
grams on the air, first-rate, simon 
pure talent is scarce, and they don’t 
have to be too good to get into a 
Bowes unit now. And when they 
get into one, they’re paid for their 
work. Not much Major, not much. 
But they’re paid. And no gong. And 
no hook. 

Yet it isn't the coin that will do 
the spoiling. The adulation they're 


now receiving what’s going to 
hurt later on—when it’s missing. 
Would any youngster who stopped 
the show so cold at the Roxy Fri- 
day night believe it if you told him 
that he is not certain to be a future 
great? Even the hardened profes- 
sional forgets how he flopped in 
Des Moines when he makes good in 
Omaha. Those thrilling but deadly 
salvos of Roxy applause are likely 
to hypnotize these kids for the rest 
of their lives, 


The real task confronting the unit 
amateurs will arrive when they first 
step out on their own, not as ama- 
teurs under the audience-proof 
Bowes label, but as professionals 
without alibis for shortcomings and 
without fortificaticn otner than 
their own ability. Most of them are 
destined to flunk that acid test. But, 
with the Roxy applause ringing in 
their ears, will they see the truth 
even then? 

The sidewalks of Broadway and 
its side streets are overflowing with 
people who received far less en- 
couragement than these kids, and 
even they can’t see it. 

Candidates either for stardom or 
a berth on the sidewalk, the mem- 
bers of the Roxy’s Bowes unit in 
the order of their appearance, are: 
Fritzi Robbins, redhead who sings 
popular songs, and the most prom- 
ising member of the troupe, despite 
her early spotting But Miss Rob- 
bins exhibits nothing unusual or 
exceptional in her line, and profes- 
sional singers of her type retail for 
the w.k. dime a dozen. 

Sol Slosser, fat boy, 17, hailing 
from Poland an: over here a year. 
Serious singer with a comic appear- 
ance. Ideal amateur type. 

Muriel Ober, whistler. Incident- 
ally, whatever became of Milo? 

Gold Medal Band; 10 instrumen- 
talists whose r.usic isn’t bad for 
such youthful swingsters. But did 
you ever walk by the corner of 48th 
and Broadway, Major.. A young 
fellow who used to play piano in 
the Paul Whiteman orchestra was 
arrested there the other day for 
‘blocking traffic.’ 

Davey Moon, colored baritone who 
wears a bellhop’s uniform to signify 
his late occupation. There are 
more openings for bellboys than for 
baritones, 


Sarah Berner, mimic. -Miss Berner 
tells the audience that she was dis- 
charged from her jov in a depart- 
ment store when she was caught 
giving imitations of the customers. 
Then she shows the audience what 
she means, beginning with a French 
lady who.wants to buy some stock- 
ings. And finishing with Fannie 
Brice’s bathing beach routine, Well, 
there’s always (Miss) Juliet. And 
Sylvia Clark. And so on. 

Celeste Olvey, soprano, blonde and 
buxom, whose father is a U. S. Army 
officer stationed in San Francisco. 
If he’s a dutiful father he'll give his 
daughter the lowdown. 

Three Yoeman Boys, the wows of 
the show. Trio of kids playing fid- 
dle, clarinet and acordion, and giv- 
ing ‘imitations’ of varicus well 
known radio bands by playing their 
respective theme songs. If a fellow 
sings ‘Sonny Boy,’ it isn’t neces- 
sarily an imitation of Jolson, but 
the Roxy audience wasn’t inclined 
to split hairs. 

Skeets Simmons, hobo character 
with a Pan time style, is the closer, 
and another whacker. He tells the 
folks that this is a much better.re- 
ception than he got the last time he 
visited New York, which is the same 
thing Billy McDermott used to tell 
them, and you can close your eyes 
and imagine it’s Billy all through 
his routine. But the tipoff on Skeets 
is the series of barnyard imitations 
which gets him off. 

Show is m.c.’d by Jack Squires, 
who used to be a very good musical 
juvenile himself, and who handles 
his nursemaid assignment nicely 
herein. Roxy tosses in a good girl 
number by its own Gae Foster 
troupe to start things off, and then 
backgrounds the amateurs with a 
tricky bandstand setting. House 
orchestra led by Freddy Mack plays 
the show, along with two pianists 
who travel with the unit on the 
road and usually serve as its only 
musical accompaiiiment. Unit is 
labeled No. 1, but it includes several 
amateurs who hit the Bowes pro- 
gram during .he past few weeks. 

If there is any talent of high cali- 
bre and bright promise in this unit, 
it will take a combination of Gus 
Edwards and a first rate fortune 
teller tc find it. The belief of the 
show business is that talent or merit 
will find and assert itself even if 
the public doesn't buy Chase & San- 
born coffee, C&S’s contrary com- 
mercial plugs notwithstanding. 

To quote your own favorite ether 
epigram, Major ttowes—‘The wheel 
of fortune is ready for another spin. 
Round and round she goes, and 
where she stops nobody knows.’ 

That's your question, Major. You 
answer it. Bige. 





CHICAGO 


Chicago, Feb. 22. 

Standout production currently 
that shows what this house staff can 
do. Presentation is divided into two 
portions, one for the house numbers 
and the other in ‘one’ for. the 
Ricardo Cortez (New Acts) per- 
sonal. 

Production proposes to take the 
audience on a winter cruise with 
stops in Spain, Italy and Morocco, 





well done even if copped from the | 


Radio City Music Hall. 
livers. a good castanet and skirt- 
swinging routine by the girls and a 
Punch and Judy show by Tommy 
Trent. Act gets by on its novelty. 
In Italy a group known as the 
Master Singers tonsil on a too-dark 
stage for a slow sequence, Then 
into Morocco, which is a walloping 
note in the show. Military routine 
by the girls is a fine audience- 
rouser on routining and excellent 
costuming. Spotted in this sequence 
are the Three Biltmorettes, lookers, 
with a round of acrobatics which are 
tops in difficulty and flash. Tumbling 
of every shape and form, topped fora 
finale in which the girls deliver a 
section of professional tumbling 
while skipping rope. 


Then into Ricardo Cortez, who 
proves to be a stooge for a boy he 
hired to be his stooge, or something 
like that. Strictly one of those 
things where ‘glamor’ rather than 
performance is the commodity. 
Picture, ‘Ah Wilderness’ (MG). 
3usiness good supper show Friday. 
Gold, 


R. C. MUSIC HALL 


The Music Hall’s guess is prob- 
ably as good as anyone else’s, but it 
doesn’t seem entirely logical that 
this world a century hence will be 
quite what this week's stage show 
implies, symbolically and otherwise. 
If the M. H. stager has read the 
tea leaves correctly, there’s going 
to be too much slithering for gen- 
eral comfort in the days ot come. 


Labeled ‘2036’—‘A Preview of the 
Future,’ the presentation, produced 
by Russell Markert, starts off with 
the corps de ballet in ‘Dawn of the 
New Century.’ Attractively garbed 
and beautifully lighted, they snake 
through a sneaker-upper routine 
both on the flat rostrum and on two 
ramps running up at angles in op- 
posite directions from the center of 
the stage. A girl who is probably 
@ member of the ballet, becaus: 
she’s dressed like the rest and isni’t 
individually billed, does the pick- 
outs. 

‘Scientific Creation’ reveals the 
goings on in a surgical amphithe- 
atre of the future. Glee Club doubles 
in song as the student-audience 
while Esther Junger, Harry Losee 
and Fred Taggart as a trio execute 
one of the strangest dance routines 
ever witnessed at this house, even 
stranger than Martha Graham’s 
futuristic gallop which mystified the 
patrons of the Music Hall's open- 
ing show a couple of years ago. 
Miss Junger plays a corpse, appar- 
ently, and the boys, as scientists, 
bring her back to life. After reviv- 
ing her they toss her around in a 
regulation adagio routine, plus 
plenty angles, which is no way to 
treat a new-born lady. Even if the 
audience happens to understand the 
number, it would still be a mystery. 

‘Love Is Still the Same’ is a fit- 
ting number song out in ‘one’ and 
through a mike by Robert Landrum 
and Beatrice Joyce, with a catchy 
lyric tg effect that the world may 
change, but love will always be, ete. 
Some eight girls billed as ‘manne- 
quins’ parade across the stage in 
lavish costumes to bring this musi- 
cal sequence to a conclusion and 
give it some bulk at the same time. 

Rockettes handle the closing, do- 
ing a drill while leaning up against 
a stageful of green colored objects 
that too closely resemble the dec- 
orations in a graveyard. The num- 
ber needs all of the pep that the 
Rockettes can give it, and more. 
Ballet joins in to fill up the stage 
for the finale. 

Pit symphony plays ‘Mignon’ for 
an overture, and the whole bill is 
in support of ‘Follow the Fleet,’ 
which was drawing Thursday night. 

Bige. 


Spain de- 





Cirque Medrano, Paris 


Paris, Feb. 7. 

Marcel Thil, world’s middleweight 
champ, is headliner in the current 
Medrano show. He came in one 
night to see the circus shortly after 
his match with Lou Brouillard, and 
the crowd, recognizing him, howled 
for him until he was forced to get 
into the ring and wave his clenched 
fists. So Mr. and Mrs. Medrano 
caught on to his current value, and 
— him, at something like $200 a 

ay. 

He’s worked into the burlesque 
revue ‘Rhum in Rome,’ which still 
constitutes the second half of the 
show. Substituting as headline 
} attraction for Barbara La May, 
| American dancer, and a couple of 
| other numbers who had to quit the 
holdover show, his publicity value is 
sufficient to draw fair crowds. This 
in spite of the fact that he puts up 
a pretty poor show—three short ex- 
hibition rounds with his sparring 
partner, Edouard Tenet, who is the 
welter champ of France. Boys are 
not brilliant boxers, and _ since 
they naturally don’t slug—what is 
there to watch? Thil’s name and 
| face, alone, are popular enough, but 
|}two weeks of him will probably 
prove plenty. 

First part.of the show, consisting 
of variety is sterling. Rosello, 
who does equilibrism under the 
rafters, netless, on an apparatus 
shaped like a new moon, isa thriller. 
Second billing goes to Felovis, a 
particularly fast juggler, doing 
| Rastelli work. No American acis. 
Stern, 





HIPP. BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Feb. 21. 

When this indie booked in Mike 
Riley and Eddie Farley with their 
orchestra, many of the wise-willies 
figured the boys’ value for Balto 
was dead now that their ‘Music 
Goes Round’ had toppled from best- 
selling lists and unprecedented 
radio plugging. It was a viewpoint, 
but the Hipp held another. From 
opening performance onward house 
entertained no doubts; the boys are 
batting out a big league figure for 
the b.o., and have knitted into the 
bill flawlessly. 

Smart move was to halve ‘em with 
their pic, ‘Music Goes Round’ (Col). 
The boys have their six-piece band 
and provide about first opportunity 
local audiences have had to glim an 
honest-to-gosh jazz-band in action. 
They start out sniping at customers 
with ‘Clap Hands,’ then swing 
through couple. more numbers, cli- 
maxing with the logical crescendo 
of the occasion, ‘Round,’ with Riley 
leading the rally and Farley sort of 
straighting for him. Number has, of 
course, been done in multiple man- 
ners and has lost its kick, but these 
lads prove highly original. 

Up ahead the show has two high 
spots in the long-established and 
standard chalk-talk turn of Freddie 
Craig, Jr., with “his interesting 
mental gymnastics, and Dick and 
Edith Barstow. 

Boy-and-girl hoofing of the 
stows seeps through gradually and 
at conclusion has the customers 
sewed up tight. They do three num- 
bers, the closer the real clincher, 
with Dick dancing on his toes along 
with his sister. The toe-tapping 
was high-grade, and capitally cli- 
maxes the pair of preceding prances. 
The team possesses rare stamp of 
youthfullness that instantly appeals. 
There is a banjo-strumming boy 
who slips on for a few numbers 
tween twain’s second and final 
whirl Act needs more bulk to ascend 
to rightful position among’ flash 
acts, but has the nucleus for a swell, 
full-size flash. 


Bert Frohman has an arduous, 
difficult assignment. All he is really 
needed for is to straight for Bert 
Gordon, but he’s in for some vague 
reason as a s@mi-m.c. Comes on 
after the Barstows and tells a few 
gags before Craig gets into his 
lightning mathematics. That inser- 
tion was perhaps necesary because 
time was needed for backstage 
shifts, but it’s tough for Frohman 
and he has hard time holding the 
mob. With Gordon, just before 
Riley-Farley, he is mere in his ele- 
ment and the pair have a couple 
of fair moments. 


Gordon goes in for “even more 
mugging than usual to get his stuff 
by. Since appearing on Cantor's 
ether program he has adopted the 
‘Mad Russian’ character and out 
front gets billed as such. The trans- 
formation from his old dialect type 
to his new is achieved by extra hair 
ruffling and a drooping mustache; 
aside from that -he’s the same 
Gordon. 

Rounding out 
clips and a short 
Zoo.’ 


program, Pathe 
‘Winter at the 
Standees Friday morning. 


JEFFERSON, N. Y. 


When Bank Nite and vaude get 
together, the vaude is cut. Current 
five-acter here is under the wire 
in slightly less than 50 minutes to 
leave room for the prize-dispensing 
and still give the heuse a four-show 
turnover. Fact that the layout was 
run off in such quick fashion, how- 
ever, mitigated somewhat the 
slowness of the entertainment it 
contained. 


Bank Nite money Friday night 
was $100, but this apparently wasn’t 
enough. The house was little more 
than half-filled. Film is ‘My Mar- 
riage’ (20th-Fox). 

About all the vaude end contains 
is comedy, and good, too, provided 
by Benny Ross and Maxine Stone, 
in the next-to-shut spot, and Yorke 
and Tracey, who deuce. Latter is a 
condensation of a four-act Yorke 
formerly did with Ben Marks. He 
has the same tall girl with him, 
and she’s still on the short-end of 
plenty roughousing. Act is all hoke 
and gets laughs. 

Ross’ comedy lies along different 
lines, the singing juve leaving it up 
to the lazy acro-dancer character 
portrayed by Miss Stone (Mrs. 
Ross) to tickle the risibilities. An 
offstage mike-voice also helps with 
the laughs, with Ross pacing well 
and filling the gaps nicely with his 
vocals. 

Ada Brown’s mammying 
middle frame also clicks, though 
not strong until she does. the 
‘Truckin’ song and dance at the 
blowoff. Then she nearly tied things 
up, but no encore. 

Opening Mayfair 
originally claimed three men and 
two girls, now contains four girls 
and one man and is quite corny in 
its present production. setup. Boy 
and girls play accordions, with the 
latter doubling as dancers and 
singer, in front of a forest-scene 
which appears to have been resur- 
rected from the dim past. 

Closing is the Degauchi Japs’ 
risely work and tumbling, standard. 


in the 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


‘Trail of the Lonesome Pine’ (Par) 
and Eddy Duchin as the pit orches- 
tra presentation combine into strong 
boxoffice fare at the Par this week 
and set to hold over, Looks easy for a 
fortnight’s stay, and possibly longer. 

With the crack Duchin band are 
the Pickens Sisters and Conrad 
Mayo, latter featured in vocal solos, 
The Pickens with their mike har- 
monics come on after the Duchin 
presentation, backed by the band 
and ably straighted by the maestro- 
m. c. from the piano, who builds 
‘em up nicely. 

Duchin’s appeal is melodic audi- 


bility. It’s effective dansapation, as 
has been past proved, but Duchin 
has also capitalized on his radio 


opportunities by a canny change of 
pace in the selection of songs, not 
the least of which is that they must 
be of tuneful calibre. This permits 
his piano to go forte and to pleasant 
audible appeal, 

His 10 men are in red jackets, he 
in formal tails. with the lighting set- 
ting off his digital dexterity at the 


ivories. Incidentally, Duchin has a 
sweet-hot first trumpet who's a 
honey. His version of ‘Stormy 


Weather’ in his particular moment. 
After ‘Letdown’ (the Fred Astaire 
composition) the band reeled off a 
snappy ‘Cucaracha’ for its rumba 
interlude. 

The Pickens, doubling from. the 
Rainbow Room, open with another 
Astaire song, this time by Berlin for 
Astaire, “Lead the. Band,’. out. of 
‘Follow the Fleet.’ More Berlin, via 
a medley of ‘All Alone’ into the cur- 
rent pop., ‘Alone,’ from ‘Night at the 
Opera’ (Marx Bros.). The Pickenses 
capitalize the publicity which an 
operatic femme trio obtusely gave 
them last year, at a benefit, when 
they travestied an imitation of the 
Pickins “Sisters doing ‘Minnie the 
Moocher.’ They repay the compli- 
ment with a broad burlesk oh opera 
ariaing. 

Par News, 
‘Betty Boop’ 
which runs long. 


Par Pictorial and a 
round out the show, 
Feature 100 min- 


utes; stage show 30 minutes, be- 
sides the organolog, shorts and 
trailers. Biz strong. Abel. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Feb. 23. 

House has started a campaign for 
top names and is boosting its weekly 
gross some three and four thousand 
above its recent $12,000-$13.000 
average. The most steady grosser 
in the Loop due to its regular week- 
after-week patronage, the theatre is 
continually building. 

Names are being shrewdly picked 
for this particular audience. This 
week’s headliner is an excellent 
choice for the State-Lake, Frank 
Buck. Booked in with his picture, 
‘Fang and Claw’ (RKO), Buck 
makes it a good combination. 

State-Lake’s line of girls opens 
the show with a demonstration that 
again proves that they rate among 
the best lines in this section. They 
do an acrobatic pumber in which 
the girls demonstrate their versa- 
tility, each contributing a specialty 
that’s fine for a chorus line. 

Elmer Cleve is back here again 
and a clean cut click in the deuce. 
His femme and male stooges work 
well, mixing the comedy talk With 
the accordion work cleverly. Cleve 
himself pounds the xylophone and 
straights for the two comics. 

Lee Murray does a drunk dance 
on a wide set of stairs. Entire 
routine runs close to 10 minutes and 
it’s to Murray’s credit that he can 
pad it out that long without letting 
it sag. Before Murray enters a 
femme partner manages a fairish 
control dance. 

After Buck the show moves into 
the presentation half and the act 
of Kendall Capps, Sr. and Jr., who 
make good on their straight danc- 
ing and singing but hurt themselves 
with their attempts at comedy. 
Kirby and Duval is the comedy note 
in the finale, with the long-legged 





Kirby getting his usual quota of 
laughs. 
Business good lg. show. Sature ry, 
Gold. 


—— 


STATE, N. Y. 


(DAVE APOLLON UNIT) 

Every now and then Loew’s turns 
from its regular vaudeville bills to a 
unit, this week being one such in- 
stance. Dave Apollon, whose name 
means something around New York, 
has come in off the road and with 
one of the best shows he’s ever had 
takes over the State stage for a 
total of 74 minutes. He shouldn’t be 
there quite that long but in the 
hour and 14 minutes he and his 
fellow artists dispense a whole lot 
of good, clean, wallopy entertain- 
ment. 
About 60 minutes, cutting down 
here and there, would make the 
Apolion show even better and faster 
than it is. Opening could be shorter. 
It brings on the 12 Bines girls and 
and acrobatic troupe, the Seven 
Arabian Sheiks. While a colorful 
opening, nicely dressed, it would 
serve the same purpose if no longer 
than two or three minutes. 
Very clever ventriloquist, Signor 
Wincess, could also cut down con- 
siderably and still be one of the 
highlights of the production. Por- 
tions Apollon has with his Hawaiian 





(Continued on page 39) 
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. SH OWS AS ‘Shipmates Forever’ ...‘Page Miss Glory’...‘The Irish In Us’ 
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‘Bright Lights’...‘In Caliente’....:Broadway Gondolier’...“Oil For the Lamps of China’ 





F. IRST RE VIE WS SAY “More shivers than the cold spell . . . gra- 


= phic, melodramatic shocker . .. gripping!” (N. Y. American)—“Raw meat, red -blooded, 








rousing. Pulls no punches!” (Mirror)—“Striking...effective indictment!” (Herald- Tribune) 
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| First Brazil Film Survey Shows 


$8,000,000 Annual Biz, 80% to U. S. 
Distribs; Language Not a Problem 





Rio de Janeiro, Feb. 2. 
About 80% of Brazil’s $8,000,000 
motion picture industry is tied to 
American production, which realized 
an estimated $5,900,000 from Brazil- 


ian distribution in 1935. 
In the total absence of official 
statistics on the film industry in 


what is actually the first 
independent survey 


Brazil, 
comprehensive 
ever made classes the United States 
in front in every branch except the 
sale of projection equipment, which 
is considered of minor importance 
because the saturation point for the 
sale of sound apparatus is about 
reached. 

Though no sensational expansion 
in the picture business in Brazil is 


expected in the immediate future, 


local men believe that there will be 
a steady increase in imports of for- 
eign films, and that the maintenance 
of United States supremacy depends 
on production and selection of films 
suitable for Brazilian audiences— 
chiefly musicals and action pictures, 
instead of romances and tragedies. 


. Brazilian law compels exhibitors 
to run 100 meters of nationally pro- 
duced film at every performance. 
This demand has put such a strain 
on the national industry—lacking 
capital, equipment, artists and com- 
petent technical direction—that lo- 
cal films are generally looked on by 
the audience as a necessary evil 
rather than entertainment. Thus, 
no danger to foreign films is seen 
from this quarter and imported 
films are likely to control Brazil- 
ian busines for many years to come. 


Increasing 


Such imports have been steadily 
increasing, despite political up- 
heavals and exchange difficulties 
and the fact that today there are 
actually 20% fewer houses in op- 
eration than there were in 1928, due 
to inability of many of the smaller 
exhibs to buy sound equipment. 
This faetor is regarded favorably 
by distribs, however, since it 
eliminates many of the superfluous 
houses, which were operating un- 
profitably and making inroads on 
grosses of the larger exhibs. 

Although 33% of all picture 
houses in Brazil are located in the 
five principal cities, transportation 
still is the greatest problem facing 
distribs. Scarcity of roads and 
railways make delivery of films in 
the interior very slow, and not in- 
frequently films are lost altogether. 
Another factor is the high per- 
centage of illiteracy (estimated at 
80%) and the low spending power 
of the. bulk of the population. 

Language is no longer considered 
a difficulty and the popularizing of 
American stars, the higher enter- 
tainment and technical value of 
American films and the growing 
preference of educated Brazilian 
audiences for English dialog is all 
in favor of American production. 
Dubbing in Portuguese, ,tried out 
some years ago by two American 
producers, was not popular with 
Brazilian audiences, so that most 
foreign films now carry the original 
dialog, supplemented by Portu- 
guese sub-titles imposed on the 
film. This tends to nix pittures of 
the drawing-room variety which 
have overmuch dialog and certain 
types of comedy such as the Marx 
Bros., whose humor cannot be 
translated. 

Preference of Brazilian audiences 
for musicals—based on the grow- 
ing popularity of American dance 
music—and. quick-moving action 
pictures was established last year 
when American films of these tynes 
were better received than anv oth- 
ers. Three American musicals ran 
three weeks in first-run houses in 
Rio and two features based on ac- 
tivities of the G-men had the same 
success, 


Stars 


American stars are credited with 
being far greater draws at the b.o. 
than those of any other nationality. 

Not only have imports of foreign 
features increased steadily from 
year to year, but the American per- 
centage of the total has been upped 
considerably. Thouch no ofcial fig- 
ures are. available, reliable private 


records show that the United States 
currently produces more than four 
times as many of the features ex- 
hibited in Brazil as all other coun- 
tries combined. Expansion during 
three years can be tabled as fol- 
| lows: 


1932 1933 1934 

American ...+++++ 450 850 980 
SN (es-eeneeees 300 230 220 
.. eae 750 1,130 1,200 
Official records of films of all 


types submitted for censorship dur- 
ing nine months (January to Sep- 
tember) of 1935 show that of a total 
of 1,555 pictures, 1,022 were pro- 
duced in the United States. The 


hundred short subjects and at least 
five features produced locally. Esti- 
mated that 75% of all the features 
shown in Brazil during 1935 were 
American, 

There are 1,351 picture theatres 
operating at present in Brazil, of 
which 196, or 33%, are in the five 
principal cities of Rio de Janeiro, 
Sao Paulo, Bahia, Pernambuco and 
Porto Alegre. All are wired for 
sound. Aggregate seatage in these 
five cities is 208,825. Of the 1,155 
theatres throughout the rest of 
Brazil, with seatage totalling 
418,993, only 709 have sound equip- 
ment, 


Construction 


Construction during 1935 was con- 
fined to Rio de Janeiro and Sao 
Paulo, where seven new theatres 


(five in Rio; two in Sao Paulo) 
were built. 
Admission prices throughout 


Brazil are very low, owing to the 
low standard of living and depre- 
ciated exchange. Vary from about 
29c. in the first run houses, to ahout 
6.5c. in the subsequent runs. Pro- 
grams in first-run houses consist of 
a newsreel, one or two short sub- 
jects and a feature, changed once a 
week. Smaller houses usually offer 
two features and a short. 
Stage-shows are almost unknown 
in Brazil, despite the fact that when 
tried with foreign vaude talent they 
have usually been successful. Cost, 
in relation to admission is too high. 
Theatre owners are likely to be giv- 
ing the idea further thought just 
now, however, after the success of 
an -American unit brought orig- 
inally for one of the local casinos. 
Group was held over at a mid-town 
house and then sent to Sao Paulo 
for another week. 

Though there are no statistics of 
any description covering gross re- 
ceipts of the industry in Brazil, dis- 
tributors agreed in setting the fig- 
ure at approximately $8,000,000 an- 
nually. 





Rentals 


Rentals paid to distributors vary 
between 30% and 50% of the gross, 
depending on the picture and the 
class of house. Distributors’ share 
during 1934 was estimated at be- 
tween $3,00,000 and $3,500,000, or 
which $2,600,000, or about 80%, 
went to Americans, 

Eight American picture companies 
maintain distributing branches in 
Rio, and the majority have sub- 
branches in Sao Paulo and other 
cities. Only Buropean distributor 
with offices in Brazil in UFA. Other 
films, both EurSpean and American, 
are handled by independent con- 
cerns, of which there are six. 

Local productionsis centered in 
15 firms brought into existence by 
the law of Auigust, 1934, compelling 
showing of native film. Producers 
have set themselves to turn out suf- 
ficient footage to meet this demand, 
running to four or five hundred sub- 
jets annually, and the films as a rule 
show glaring technical defects and 
slip-shod production. 

During the last two years, pro- 
duction of full-length features has 
averaged about five annually. None 
was more than a moderate success, 
despite the advantage of novelty. 
Films showed poor story material 
and absence of studio facilities and 
experienced technical direction, 
Probably investment in each about 
$12,000. Total investment in motion 
picture studios in Brazil is set at 
only about $50,000. 

Pictures may be censored for (1) 
offence to public decency; (2) be- 
ing suggestive of crime or other un- 





conventional acts; (3) conveying il- 
lusions which might prove prej- 
judicial to international relations: 


(4) being insulting to race, collec- 


533 remaining include two or three ; 


Joan Warner Into 


Paris Casino Show 


Paris, Feb. 16. 

Joan Warner has signed with 
Henri Varna for a month as star 
of the Casino de Paris show, be- 
ginning March 1. She'll replace the 
long distance runner Ladoumegue. 

Had been planned at first for Miss 
Warner to go into a new Casino 
show later, as co-star with O’Dett, 
femme impersonator, but agreement 
on billing was impossible. Present 
arrangement will enable Miss War- 
ner to leave on a tour of the pro- 
vinces after finishing at the Casino. 

Former fanner will sing, act and 
dance throughout the show, a new 
departure for her. 


49 NEW FILM 
HOUSES IN 
FRANCE 


Paris, Feb. 16. 
Forty-nine new film theatres were 
built in France in 1935, 19 of them 
in Paris. Of the latter, three are 
of special importance for Amer- 
ican pix: Le Paris, the Balzac and 
the Gaite Clichy. 


Le Paris, on Champs Elysees 
(1,000), opening with ‘Top Hat’ 
(RKO) for holidays, has already 
jumped to the position of the town’s 
leading showcase for American 
films. Balzac, a little smaller (600), 
is 30 feet off the avenue on a side 
street near the Are de Triomphe, 
and gets more of an exclusive car- 
riage trade. 

Gaite Clichy opened early in the 
year and proved one of the town’s 
best neighborhood customers for 
U. S. pix. With weekly change and 
dual bills, it uses one English lan- 
guage pic as a matter of policy, 
and frequently two, though latter is 
always in French. 

Another important nabe house 
which opened during the year is 
the Pereire Palace. Always uses 
French talkers, but started with a 
dubbed version of ‘One Night of 
Love’ (Col). 

Six of the year’s new houses 
started as -newsreelers, but one of 
them switched to grind. ' 

Eighty-five film theatres failed 
during the year, against 95 in 1934, 
and 212 changed proprietors, against 
256 the previous year, 


American Dance Trio 
In New S. American Spot 


Rio de Janeiro, Feb. 11. 
Victoria Regal, Geraldina and 
Florence Green, American dancers, 
passed through here last week for 
a one month engagement at the 
Farroupiiha Casino, Porto Alegre, 
Trio just completed four weeks at 
the Casino in Bahia, which opened 
up that city as a spot for foreign 
vaude time. Some taming may be 
required there first, however, as 
Bahia is definitely hick and the girls 
had a spot of trouble, refusing to 
mix with the customers at tables. 
Three dancers were originally 
sent to the Atlantico Casino here by 
Hal Sands, as part of a larger 
group. 




















Britons in 





Hollywood 








New German Plays 





Berlin, Feb. 16. 

‘Ball an Bord’ (‘Ball on Board’), 
operetta by Walter Bromme, at 
Chemnitz, pera House. 

‘Schach dem Koenig’ (‘Check to 
the King’), operetta by Walter W. 
Goetze; due at NoHendorffplatz, Ber- 
lin. 

‘Scherereien mit Fortuna’ (‘Vexa- 
tions with Fortuna’), comedy by 
Hermann Stelter, Play House, Han- 
nover. 

‘Der Bauernkanzler’ 
Chancellor’), drama by 
Stanietz, due in Breslau. 

‘Die Hochzeit von Debesti’ (‘Mar- 
riage of Debesti’), drama by Theodor 
Herten, Landestheater, Darmstadt. 

‘Der Koenig’ von Yvetot’ (‘King of 
Yvetot’), comic opera by Jacques 
Ibert, Opera House, Duesseldorf. 

‘Fahrt nach Nebelheim’ (‘Trip to 
Nebelheim’), drama by Erik Broedt, 
Danzig State Theater. 

‘Der Weber von Bagdad’ (Weaver 
of Bagdad’), play by Hjalmar Berg- 
mann, Residenz Theater, Munich, 

‘Das Blumenhaus’ (‘The Flower 
House’), comedy by Johannes Buch- 
holtz, Landes Theater, Braun- 
schweig. 


Paris Alhambra Ops 
Fined 35c for Using 
Too Many U. S. Acts 


Paris, Feb. 16. 

Operation of the Alhambra vaude 
house here is giving plenty head- 
aches to Robitchek and Bizos, 

First they were hauled into court 
for alleged violation of the quota on 
the proportion of French acts which 
variety houses must use. They were 
found guilty, but the judge under- 
stood the situation, agreeing that 
you can't run a music hall on local 
talent and also that French talent 
gets the breaks abroad. So he only 
inflicted a nominal fine of five francs. 

Now Cecile Sorel, veteran of the 
Comedie Francaise, is sore at the 
billing she got when she played in 
a sketch at the Alhambra, and wants 
$2,600 damages, a sum equal to her 
salary for the two-week engage- 
ment, 

Miss Sorel, who privately is the 
Countess Guillaume de Segur, says 
she had a contract calling for her 
name twice as big as any other on 
the bills. Actually, she says, the 
name of Tramel, who played in her 
sketch, and Georgius, another act on 
the bill, were in the same size, and 
were in white on black, therefore 
more easily seen than her own, 
which was green on black. 


(‘Peasant 
Walter 











STEIN’S BIP DEAL 


London, Feb. 16. 
Paul Stein has made a percentage 
deal for his next group of six pro- 
ductions with John Maxwell, head 
of British International. 





W-T’s Melbourne ‘Night’ 


Melbourne, Feb. 5, 

Williamson-Tait will premiere 
‘Night Must Fall’ here next week 
with Ethel Morrison, Elane Hammil, 
Lloyd Lamble, Harvey Adams, Nor- 
man Shephard, Phyllis Baker, Reg- 
inald Dane and Patricia Panton. 
Gregan McMahon will produce. 

Very shortly W-T will have three 
legits running in this city. 





Americans 


In London 





Entire cast of ‘Three Men on a 
Horse’ invited by Jack Waller to see 
his ‘Please, Teacher’ at the Hippo- 


drome. 
A. C. Blumenthal in town. 
Thomas Phipps, member of the 
former Frank Crowninshield staff 





(5) being offensive to national dig- 
nity or provocative of defiance of 
public order. During the first nine 
months of 1935, 80% of the entire 
footagé submitted for censorship 
was approved without qualification, 
10% was considered “improper for 
children” under the age of ten 
years, 7% was “improper for 
minors” under eighteen and less 
than 1% was rejected. 

Only branch of the picture in- 
dustry in Brazil in which the 
United States is not out front is in 
the sale of projection equipment, 





90% of which goes to German and 


tive groups or religious sects; and | French manufacturers. 





on Vanity Fair, arrived here for a 
short visit. Returning to New York 
to join Columbia’s story department. 

Miriam Seegar considering stag- 
ing a comeback. 

George Abbott due here in June 
to stage ‘Boy Meets Girl,’ using 
practically an all English cast. 

Ramon Novarro on the sick list. 

Alex Yokel and John Cecil Holm 
off to Paris to stage French version 
of their show at the Sarah Bern- 
hardt theatre. 

Alice White sick with flu. 

Bob Young back to the States and 
Sally Ann. 

Connie Bennett in, looking around. 

Edmund Lowe with a _ gprained 
ankle; hopped off a cab and missed 
the pavement. 

Virginia Cherrill rehearsing new 
comedy, ‘Uneasily to Bed,’ under di- 
rection of Robert Courtneidge. 

Dorothy Arden, dancing at the 
Dorchester, fined $25 for landing her 
pup without a license from the au- 
thorities, 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


With influx of a host of Britons 
to Hollywood afternoon tea, which 
never was tea out here but cock. 
tails, has become increasingly popu. 
lar. It’s a daily ceremonial at the 
Leslie Howard home, améng others, 
and every afternoon a gay crowd 
gathers before the open fire to de- 
vour English cakes and buttered 
scones. 

All the British colony seems to be 
moving to the waterfront these 
days. Alan Mowbray lives there all 
the year round. Mary Ellis took a 
house by the seashore soon as she 
got to town. Merle Oberon kept 
her house at Santa Monica while 
she was in England and Cary Grant 
has just returned to the house by 
the side of the sea he and Randy 
Scot rented before he went to Eng- 
land to make pix. Now, Reggie 
Owen, who has been living in Bev- 
erly Hills, is moving down to 
Malibu. 

E. E. Clive has moved from War- 
ner’s ‘Golden Arrow’ into Metro’s 
‘Unguarded Hour.’ 

Eric Blore has had to give up his 
daily golf for ‘One to Two,’ new Bill 
Powell pic at Radio. 

Benita Hume, who has been de- 
layed here in order to finish her 
role in ‘Tarzan,’ returned last week 
from Mexicali where she had to 
await a new quota, and commenced 
work in ‘Moonlight Murder’ at 
Metro. 

Molly Lamont, who goes into 
‘Mary of Scotland’ along with a host 
of other Britons including E. E, 
Clive, David Torrence and Alan 
Mowbray, now spends practically 
all her waking hours being fitted in 
the lavish gowns of that period de- 
signed for her by Walter Plunkett, 

He promises that majority of the 
gowns in it will be authentic rep- 
licas of the royal regalia as shown 
in portraits hung in British galler- 
ies. He even managed to find one 
brocade which was an exact copy 
of one of the Queen’s gowns, a loz- 
enge pattern combining Tudor roses, 
French lilies and Scotch thistles. 

Frances Drake is working in 
‘Florida Special’ with Jacky @@de. 

Walter Pidgeon, playing in 
‘Brazen’ with Mary Ellis, has had 
more than the usual run of luck 
with his house-renting. While he 
was gone the house was rented the 
entire period, first to the William 
Seiters and then to Helen Hayes, 
who left the Coast just as Pidgeon 
returned, so that he could move 
right in without losing a day's rent, 





Lumiere Anniversary 
Program for London 


London, Feb. 16. 

An anniversary interesting to 
film historians is passing with little 
notice here. Dated for Feb. 20, a 
special Lumiere anniversary pro- 
gram is to be staged at the Poly- 
technic theatre, where pictures were 
first seen in London 40 years ago. 

Show will be preceded by a cele- 
bration lunch to the French pi- 
oneer who brought his projection 
machine over and gave the natives 
their first taste of cinema. Hoped 
to use his original projector for part 
of the program. 

Will Day, a local film historian 
who has done considerable research 
into the history of pictures, and the 
British Film Institute’s library sec- 
tion, have compiled a cross index 
of 40 years of films and plan pro- 
jecting a program which will show 
American .and other pictures 
through the years. 


Czechs in H’ wood 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Alexander Hackenscheid, Vilem 
Pecina, Ladislav Kelda and Herr- 
man Klos, film reps of Bata fac- 
tories in Zlin, Czechoslovckia, are 
ogling the studios here. Czecho- 
American Film Artists tossed a 
banquet for the group Feb. 22. 

Bata is the largest shoe factory 
in the world and incidentally pro- 
duces pictures but has an idea of 
building up the latter. 








G-B MATTER DEFERRED 


London, Feb. 25. 


Kinematograph Renters’ Society, 
meeting early this week, didn't take 
up the matter of Gaumont-British 
as John Maxwell! was unable to pre- 
side. 

Difficulty revolves around G-B's 
'Status with the Hyams theatres. A 
|special meeting will be called short- 
wi it is thought, at which G-B will 

probably rejoin the organization. 
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REFUGEES’ HOL 





YANKS WATCH 
NEW FRENCH 
CABINET 


Paris, Feb. 16. 
American film men here have 
their eyes on Henri Guernut, new 


Minister of National Education, who 
succeeded the hostile Mario Roustan 
into the key government job relat- 


ing to the picture industry when the 
Laval cabinet made way for that of 
Albert Sarraut. 

Question is what attitude Guernut 


will take towards American films 
and the persistent movements to 
shut down on them. 


Under the previous cabinet a bill 
had been considered embodying the 
old ideas of limiting the number of 
foreign pictures, already admitted, 
which can be shown in the film the- 
atres (an internal quota) and also 
the collection of certain royalties 
directly from the exhibs by agents 
of a central organization. Question 
is whether this measure will be con- 
served now. 

Maurice Petsche, deputy and for- 
mer minister, who takes a lot of in- 
terest in film affairs, is known to 
have been holding conferenceas@n 
the subject lately. 

Guernut is an old-line French 
liberal, and thus, in theory, should 
be in favor of free trade principles. 
But you never can tell over here, 


HORSE A HIT 
IN LONDON 


London, Feb. 25. 

Two flops out of three new shows 
here last week, but the one hit is 
‘Three Men on a Horse,’ making one 
of the strongest opening night im- 
pressions in years. Warners is in 
on the local production, as on the 
American production, and Alex 
Yokel, New York producer, and 
Cecil Holm, author, were here to 
help on the staging. 

Show is at the Wyndham’s, where 
it opened Feb. 18 and has Romney 
Brent starring. It’s a cinch for a 
long run. 

Another American import, ‘Petti- 
coat Fever,’ starring Dennis King, 
opened at Daly’s Thursday (20). 
That's the same show and star that 
did fairly well in Chicago last year 
but couldn't get far in New York. 
Critics here were more or less fav- 
orable. No business, however, and 
may fold. 

Third opening was ‘At the Silver 
Swan’ Wednesday (19) at the Pal- 
ace. This is a musical starring De- 
lysia and written by Guy Bolton 
and Clifford Grey. Music is by Ed- 
mond Samuels. Met rather coldly, 
not having sufficient sparkle and a 
provisional notice is already up. 
Producer still has faith in it, how- 
ever. and hopes to be able to pre- 
vail on his backers to continue. 








Melbourne, Feb. 5. 

Williamson-Tait figures on open- 
ing ‘Three Men on a Horse’ at the 
Comedy early in March. Means it 
will end the arty pix try introduced 
by W-T at this house. 

W-T will also shortly premiere 
‘Jill Darling’ in this city, following 
conclusion of ‘Yes, Madam.’ 

Following the quitting of the legit 
field by Ernest C. Rolls and F. W. 
Thring. W-T now has this territory 
all to itself. 


Better 


Sydney, Feb. 5. 


head of Hoyts, 


Munro 


Charles Munro. 


has returned to work following his | 


recent operation. 


Hoyts, under Munro's direction, 


has already completed several house | 


renovations and will now move 
“ead to bring the entire circuit up 
to date. Munro is also paying a lot 
of attention to the nabe field in 


View of new indie opposition. 


French Idea 


Paris, Feb. 16. 
‘Figaro,’ local daily, is putting out 
questionnaire on whether theatrical 
performances shouldn’t begin at 
7:30 and end at 10:30, so the cus- 
tomers could dine after and not be- 
fore. 

Men about town think the idea is 
terrible and would kill all night 
life, but actors who live ‘in the sub- 
urbs are all for it. 


Snider-Dean Set 
For Quick Start 
On Anzac Circuit 


—_——__— 








Sydney, Feb. 5. 

Snider and Dean expects to have 
its circuit in full operation within 
the next three months, following the 
take-over from the Fullers. Has.a 
long-term contract with both Par 
and M-G for all second-releases 
from the St. James and Prince Ed- 
ward, Sydney, for its own weekly- 
changer in this city. Also has con- 
tracts with other major Americans 
on first release rogrammers, thus 
giving the Americans a chance to 
get some of their family pix off the 
ice. 

At present S-D is concentrating 
on the Mayfair, Sydney. First to 
come in will be ‘Vanessa’ (M-G), set 
to open this week. This will be fol- 
lowed by ‘OShaughnessy’s’ Boy’ 
(M-G). M-G also operates its own 
first run house, exactly opposite the 
S-D spot, but both figure they can 
operate successfully without harm 
to each other. M-C. pix at the May- 
fair will be mixed with C. M. 
Woolf's Associated Distributors’ 
product from London. 

New company has not quite made 
up its mind when to move into the 
Apollo, Melbourne, but date should 
soon be set, with Par and M-G 
product going in. Believed that at a 
later date S-D will sound out the 
vaude idea for use in Sydney and 
Melbourne, 

Besides operating a city chain, 
S-D is aiso interested in theatres 
covering Northern N. S. Wales, and 
a large slice of Western territory. 
Also keen to take in other spots in 
Victoria, South Australia, and 
Western Australia, and says it will 
go on building. 

American distribs are pleased at 
the entree of the new combo. Sam 
Snider, until recently was connected 
with Hoyts, breaking away to go 
into dual management with George 
Dean. Par and Metro are getting 
the breaks with the indies through 
the spreadout aad separation from 
centralized activity. 





SPANISH PIX IN SIX 





Barcelona, Feb. 14. 

For the first time in history, six 
first-run theatres in Barceiona are 
showing Spanish pictures at the 
same time. 

Houses having a Spanish picture 
as the main attraction are: Coliseum 
with ‘Tango Bar’ (Par), starring 
Carlos Gardel and Rosita Moreno; 
Tivoli with ‘Los Claveles’ (PCE), 
a musical comedy, (2nd week); 
Urquinaona with ‘Rosa de Francia’ 
(Fox), starring Rosita Diaz and 
Antonio Moreno; Capitol with ‘El 
Secreto de Ana Maria’ (Selecciones 
Capitolio), (2nd week); Cinema 
Cataluna with ‘Te Quiero .con 
Locura’ (Vox), starring Rosita 
Moreno and Raul toulien; and 
Principal Palace with ‘Abajo los | 
Hombres’ (Edici), a musical. 





| 


Raycophone Blaze 


Feb, 5. 





Sydney, 
| Raycophone unit, makers of talk- | 
er apparatus and radios, went up in | 
smoke when fire raged through the | 


plant, doing damage estimated i 
| around $150,000. 
Unit will be rebuilt as quickly 


Tt 
' possible, 


BARCELONA 1ST RUNS: 





|are being 


NAZI OUTCASTS 









GROUP IN HAlE 


Benno Fraenkel from Ham- 








burg and Richard Rosen- | 


Charge —Four-Production | 


heim from Berlin in 


Season Planned 





4TH JEWISH TROUPE 


Jerusalem, Jan. 30. 


New Teatron Ivri (Hebrew The- 
atre) is slated to lift its curtain for 
the first time in the Port City of 
Haifa on Feb. 13 with the presenta- 
tion of ‘Othello.” 


New company, fourth to be or- 
ganized out of native material since 
Palestine became Jewish Palestine, 
was given life and form by a group 
of Haifa residents. Most of whom 
are Hitler’s gift to the Holy Land. 

Director is Benno Fraenkel, form- 
erly of the Hamburg Theatre, who 
has already made himself a target 


for praise in connection with his 
work for the Chamber Opera in 
Palestine. 


Richard Rosenheim, former direc- 
tor of the Lessing Theatre in Ber- 
lin, is manager. 

Season’s repertoire will 
‘Othello’ and three other 
tions, unnamed as yet. 

Manager Rosenheim hails from a 
hoary theatrical tradition. His 
father was in theatrical work in 
Prague and Rosenheim himself was 
at a very young age, engaged by 
Gregor as stage-manager at the 
Comic-Opera. Not long afterwards, 
he was called to the Thalia Theatre 
in Hamburg by Max Bachur, where 
he produced in cooperation with 
Leoold Jessner. Later he assisted 
Jessner as manager of the Konigs- 
berg Theatre and eventually suc- 
ceeded him. He then went to the 
Helmer Theatres in Berlin and later 
to Zurich. 

When Hitler let loose against the 
‘non-Ayran’ population, Rosenheim 
joined the staff of the Prager Tage- 
blatt and induced the editor of the 
newsaper to assign him to cover 
Palestine where he expects now to 
remain permanently. 


NERVO-KNOX SET FOR 
WARNERS IN LONDON 


London, Feb. 16. 

Irving Asher, managing director 
of Warner Bros.-First National stu- 
dios at Teddington, has signed 
Nervo and Knox, highest paid 
comics in the country, for a picture. 

Film is provisionally entitled ‘It’s 
Not Me, It’s Him,’ one of the duo’s 
most popular gag lines. William 
Beaudine will direct and shooting 
is scheduled for April 1. 

Contract is a development of the 
idea to sign British comics for the 
British market and follows starring 
contract for three films given to 
Max Miller, whose first Teddington 
picture, ‘Get Off My Foot,’ directed 
by Beaudine, is currently showing 
at the Empire. 


include 
produc- 





New Mex Deluxer 


Mexico City, Feb. 25. 
Alameda, de luxe screen and stage 
house seating 3,500 and built by a 
local Mexican amusement syndicate, 
has been completed in a 
downtown location here. Inaugura- 
tion early in March. 
House will exhibit 
American pics. 
tertainers, most of them Americans 
set for stage shows. 


first run 


6°) DIVVY 


Sydney, Jan. 29. 
Prince Edward management has 


declared its dividend to 
stockholders. 
Par product is 


in the house. 


usual 6% 


used exclusively 


choice 


Several foreign en- | 


| 





‘= 





ul 














Pic 





to be a hoofer, has finished a 


picture, ‘Little Allies,” which 
was left in the lurch by an- 
other company when the b.r. 


ran out, 


owning a profitable film with 
relatively little expenditure, 


9 000-Seat Arena 
In Outer Court 
Of the Louvre 


Paris, Feb. 16. 
Vast the Louvre 
Palace, long the home of the kings 
of France and now housing the 
famous museum ,will be converted 
into a 9,000-seat outdoor theatre for 
the Paris Festival next July. 


Show will be called ‘Moliere at 
the Louvre’ and will be based on 
the works of the great French comic } 
playwright. Six hundred actors will 
be used, plus 200 musicians. 

Entirely original feature of the 
production’ will be the use of an 
enormous screen behind the stage, 
on which enlarged shadows of some 
of the actors, 20 feet high, will be 
projected from time to time. Screen 
will also serve for the projection of 
luminous backgrounds, 

Trenches will be dug in the 
Louvre courtyard to permit the 
agtors to move around without being 
seen by the audience. Loud speak- 
ers will carry their voices. Show 
will be given seven times, from July 
1 to 7, with the Government paying 
the bills. 

Bernard Zimmer and_ Tristan 
Bernard are working on the text, 
and Paul Colin, artist, is doing the 
sets and staging. No Moliere play 
will be used as a whole, but pieces 
of all his texts will -be worked in. 

One of the uses of the screen will 
be to show Moliere, as a giant 
shadow, dominating his characters. 


FIRE GUTS BIGGEST 
SPANISH PIC STAGE 


Barcelona, Feb. 14, 

A fire, believed to have been 
caused by a short circuit, entirely 
destroyed one of the two sound 
stages of the Orphea Film Studios 
here. A stage hand was burned to 
death and two others were injured, 
one of them seriously. He may die. 

Stage, which was erected only a 
few months ago and was considered 











courtyard of 





| 


the biggest in Spain, was not in- 
sured. 
Fire destroved three sets built 


there for the film ‘Maria de la O’ in 
production and lighting material 
and accessories, 





Criterion Spreading 


London, Feb. 16. | 





| headed 


Deal is 
terion 


being concluded Cri- 
Films, producing concern | 

by Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. |! 
and Novell Hellman, continental | 
producer, to take a site for a four- | 
Stage studio lot at Wimbledon in §. 
W. London. 


by 


the government on 


and will probably join. 


or 
ee Locals 


Sydney, Jan. 29. 
Distribs have fallen into line with 
quota registra- 


ion. This week's issue of ‘The New 


Living up south Wales Government Gazette’ 
salvage crew of the shows that already 475 pix have 
film biz, Jack Forrester, local been registered, as demanded by the 
American producer who used act. 


This total is made of 453 Ameri- 


can pix, 18 British, three Australian 
and 


one French. Australians are 
‘Grandad Rudd’ (Cinesound), ‘Her- 
itage’ (Chauvel) and ‘Splendid Fel- 


Forrester has done this be- lows’ (Beaumont Smith). All. the 
fore, and invariably comes out locals have already been screened 
‘ and are many months old. Three 


locals were turned down by the Ad- 
| visory 


suitable for 
present form, 


not 
their 


Board as 
presentation in 
Two of these had already been 
screened in certain areas, but the 
other has not been shown anywhere. 

Apparently the idea of the gov- 
ernment in allowing several old lo- 


cals in on (ne iam 's becaff®e o 
insuff Afsstralian product at 


the time the act came into force. 
Majority of American distribs are 
not at all keen on producing their 
own quota pix, despite threats from 
the higher-ups. 

It is anticipated here that pressure 
may be brought to bear on the 
Americans later to see that the 
quota is absolutely abided by. Gov- 
ernment is watching very carefully 
évery move made by the distribs in 
the matter. 


Pic production is now going 


ahead, with ‘Thoroughbred’ (Cine- 
sound) ready for cutting; ‘Uncivil- 


ized’ (Chauvel) just about complet- 
ed, and ‘The Flying Doctor’ (Na- 
tional) ready to go into work, now 
that Charles Farrell is here. 

Arthur Shirley is attempting a 
comeback into the production fieid, 
and Mastercraft may decide to go 
solo from Cinesound. Not known 
just when the United Artists’ deal 
with Cinesound will be consummat- 
ed, but believed that a name star 
will shortly leave Hollywood to 
nake one pic on the U. A.-Cinesound 
schedule. Zane Grey is also slated 
to do a pic here when he gets 
through with his fishing. 

In Melbourne, F. W. Thring states 
that he will return to the field, and 
Ernest Rolls is readying to make a 
start, too. Also expected that Cine- 
sound (Victoria, Ltd.) will make an 
early start. 


STILL TALKING 
PARIS STRIKE 


Paris, Feb. 16. 

Canvass of film and legit theatre 
managers shows virtual unanimity 
in favor of strike for reduction of 
poor tax, and it looks as though 
Paris will really go dark if the city 
fathers don’t come through. But no 
date for the shutdown has publicly 
been set, as yet. 

Chief dissenter from the strike 
idea is Lucien Beer, co-director of 
the Oeuvre, who suggests that in- 
stead of closing down, the theatres 
simply unanimously refuse to pay 
the tax, thus saving money and 
keeping shows open. 

Film exhibs’ association has ex- 
pressed 100% approval of the strike 
Sut it’s still 
hoped that the municipal. council 
will cut taxes before the shutdown 
comes about. k 








Chaplin Pic on Grind 


At Marigny in Paris 


Paris, Feb. 16. 
‘Modern Times’ will open cold for 


a grind run at Leon Volterra’s 
Marigny towards the end of this 
month. Theatre, now legit, is the 
| spot where ‘City Lights’ opened in 
Paris. 


Fairbanks is now in the United Volterra Is reported to be putting 
States and Hellman is in Paris| up a guaranty of $133,000 for the 
putting through further financirtg | picture, and that’s why there won't 
on his company, be a gag opening, neither for char- 

Pictures will be world-released | ity or by invitation. Every ticket 
through United Artists. | eouats is his idea, ‘ : 











IWHAT A LINE-UP! 


The posters tell the story | 
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Going Places 


By Ceeelia Ager 





Baby, But Tartar 

Sylvia Sidney makes a courageous decision in her big scene in ‘The 
Trail of the Lonesome Pine.’ Snubbing the vanity that a gal pretty as 
she is certainly entitled to, she chooses rather the artistic integrity of an 
actress, and distorts her little heart-shaped face with overpowering emo- 
tion and screeches mightily ere she succumbs to wracking sobs. If de- 
spite her willingness to make ugly faces in the interests of honesty, she 
fails to be proportionately touching, it must be because she just does not 
seem to be the kind of lovely thing who goes to pieces over a baby 
brother. Love for little children does not seem to be Miss Sidney’s forte. 

Love for stalwart gents, yes. That-a-way Miss Sidney is most im- 
pressive. No question they’re hers from the moment she decides that’s 
the way it’s going to be. Baby face, but a Tartar baby face. Innocence 





with latent pash. Hot dog. 

Such a dear little baby face, indeed, that it fetches even under 
color photography, enchants in log cabins. Strange, then, 
she goes to the city to be prettied up and educated—a process revealed 
to the audience in shots of Miss Sidney horizontal in a sumptuous bed, 
sometimes snuggling atop the silken coverlets at the foot, sometimes 
just lying in it reguiar—Miss Sidney doesn’t pull as potent. It may be 
the monotonous pink-looking interior that surrounds her that 
her allure, and it may be that Miss Sidney's a little savage and works 
best in fields. However, when Miss Sidney returns from the city wearing 
a dark green tweed suit and Robin Hood green felt hat, she looks right 
smart. 

Beulah Bondi as a mountain pappy’s mammy, is sincere and restrained 
and se completely moving even when egrcat hunks of articulate talk get 
mixed in with her folksy mountain dialect. 


That Chatterton Chatter 

the of 
clothes and beautiful houses filled with devoted maids and faithful but- 
lers, suffering a majority 
the cast, inhaling quick sighs before each line of dialog, 
‘a's’ and a moment later pronouncing their final ‘y’s’ 
out through tear-filled, but not spilled, at the shambles of their 
bitter lives, keeping their chins up, their heads high, their voices low— 
quite as if Ruth Chatterton hadn't thought up the whole routine first. 


Several actresses have been going about screen late in fine 


lack of appreciation from the other people in 
scattering broad 
like ‘ee,’ looking 


eves 


Watching her again in ‘Lady of Secrets,’ it comes back all of a rush. 
She started it and she still remains the first theatrical actress of the 
screen, though, alack, not the last. Well’ there’s young Margaret Sulla- 


van and Ann Harding and——. 

Miss Chatterton is so classy that when she walks in the park in the 
early morning to forget, she walks in tea-time clothes: black high-heeled 
slippers, black ensemble, silver foxes slung hoity-toitily around her 
throat. She is a recluse because life has been harsh, a wounded doe who 
doesn’t see anybody, wearing a silver lame Mainbocher house gown made 
like a tailored robe that buttons up the front, only it’s got, quite fittingly, 
a-train, and also a dark polka-dotted muffler looped gallantly inside the 
neckline. Miss Chatterton’s got the same number in black velvet, but 
its suave and ‘sophisticated’ and slimming, and so it rates a repeat. 

“There's a flash-back with Miss Chatterton a tremulous young thing 
« fn Jove with curls down her neck, dated 1914, in which Miss Chatterton 

ly wears one dress in the 1914 silhouette. 
cause, no doubt, of that shot of Miss Chatterton with curls down 
round her neck, Marian Marsh, who eventually turns out to be Miss 
Chatterton’s daughter and not her sister at all, also wears curls down 
reund her neck. Miss Marsh’s diction, however, isn’t a tithe as elegant. 
One wonders how Miss Chatterton, who is apparently terribly sensitive, 
ean bear it 


Driving With Gestures 
It seems, Jerry, ‘The 
the last starry-eyed ingenue on the last Mississippi showboat, and that 


that in Music Goes Round’ Rochelle Hudson 1s 


just before starry-eyed ingenues on Mississippi showboats were wiped 


out for all time, they had discovered that there was no reason, no reason 
at all—particularly when nature provided them with derrieres suitably 
slim for the feat—why they should not cruise the river wearing sea- 
going yachting pyjamas. 

Miss Hudson's nautical costume, though it bewitches the Manhattan 
Harry Richman, was inspired by the Basques. It’s got a striped jersey 
ins its sailor-collared blouse just like theirs. And somewhere aboard 
Mis udson’s showboat, there is a first rate hair-dresser, mighty con- 
scientious, who keeps Miss Hudson's crisp, brunet locks firmly set. But 
Miss Hudson's face is young enough and sweet enough to take it. 

It also seems, Jerry, that Mr. Richman likes to sing when he’s driving 
along the open road, and that it was lucky the car he was driving was 
really standing still, for Mr. Richman sings with gestures and so it is 
with great difficulty that he keeps even one hand on the wheel, and when 
he réaches the forte finish, he is much too carri¢d away to do even that. 
Mr. Richman is not quite so China doll-looking as his make-up paints 
him, though his personality is quite as wistful as the picture holds. 


Smile, Darn Ya, Smile 


Perhaps when she was a little girl and impressionable, somebody once 
told Rosalind Russell that the dearest thing about her was her beautiful 
smile. However the thing started, Miss Russell has grown very fond of 
that smile. Anyone who cares to look at it need see no more than a flash 
of ‘It Had to Happen,’ for now Miss Russell nevcr lets it fade. 

Miss Russell also has ‘charm’ to which she’s become resigned. There 
it is and she has to accept the fact, But she yields graciously, blinking 
her cyes, jigsling her head on her aristocratic neck, giving out relent- 
lessly broad ‘a’s When she descends to the speech of the uncouth, she 
does it delicately, pronounces it ‘jittahs.’ 

However, Miss Russell's getting better each nicture as 


looking with 


she learns more about your film make-up, and she’s developing a flair 
rset wearing ‘interesting’ things. In ‘It Had to Happen’ she’s met a 
‘ardinal’s turban, a white ermine ecclesiastical cowl, a toque with a 


ube cartridge cuff, a biege costume with an upturned saucer collar and 
full long sleeves made of leopard—she's met all these and put them in 
their place, subdued their bizzarrerie and made them her right. 


RKO 











; 
ve 


outdoor | 
that when | 


dissipates | 





(Continued from page 1) (Coniin j* n page I) 
during the winter. Hull was away | drops stage sh friday (28) with 
fiom the show for some time be-|the opening of ‘Follow the Fieet’| 
catce of picture commitments on | (RKO), Astairc-Rogers starrer, and) 
ths Coast but rejoined when ‘Road’ jis noi expected to resume afier the) 
was set for Chicago. His highest! film ends its run. Troy and Sche- 
take for one week was $2,800. |nectady, RKO’s other upstate New 

James Barton, also on a 10% | York vaude spots, are also reported 
coniract, has been doing okay with | wavering. 
the New York show (Forrest), his! With RKO now completely out of 
bil approximating between $800 and | weeks, Loew's State on Broadway is 
$900 weekly. Barton's top was/the = only circuit-operated vaude | 
$1,400, road companies getting| N. Y¥. where it once had over 20 
much higher grosses. jhouse in the metropolis, 


| Visit 





CLASH OF TEMPERAMENTS 


Metro Ditch Digger Easily Un- 
strung, Retaliates For Star Pout 
Culver City, Feb. 25. 

During the work on foundation 

for new commissary at the Metro) 

lot, a six-foot-four,, 235-pound 

husky, worked each day laboriously 








with his contraption to get the 
earth from the ground. 
One day after he quit work he 


went over to the ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
set where he encountered George 
Cukor and Leslie Howard. He told 
them he would like to go on the 
set as he had never seen the inside 
of a sound stage. The duo, in fluent 
and dramatic style, told him why | 
that was not possible: that he| 
might disturb the players who 
temperamental, might 
from their work, ete. 
them and said okay, 


are 
detract them 
He thanked 
walking away. 


Couple of days later 
lunch hour, Cukor 
stopped at the fence on the 
bankment where the fellow 
pushing his steam shovel to watch 
him work. The labore> saw them and 
turned to them with gusto and said, 
‘Please go away from here, I’m very 


during their 
and Howard 


em- 
was 


temperamental and if you guys 
hang around up there, I can’t work, 
because you unstring me.’ 





P. S.—He got 
the ‘R & 
wants to. 


an invitation to 
J’ set anytime he | 








| wraps, 


Hollywood Stars Strut Their Stuff 


At Screen Actors Guild’s 3d Ball 





Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Screen Actor’s QGuild’s third an- 
nual ball at the Biltmore hotel in 
downtown Los Angeles rivalled only 
the Mayfair in brilliance and turn- 
out. Some 750 attended—virtual ca- 
pacity—and included the _ topflight 
personalities of the film colony. 

The amount expended by the gals 
for clothes also rivalled the May- 
fair. Every color and every hue, 
covered by ermine, fox and mink 
was featured. 

Dolores Del Rio accompanied by 
Fay Wray one of the first comers, 
was wearing tailored white satin 
with flower-cut bodice beneath the 
tailored jacket. Miss Wray looked 
particularly goregous in clinging 
gown of gleaming beaten gold. Joan 
Crawford swished by in stiff white 
taffeta with a long train and jacket 
of looped white fringe. Janet Gay- 
nor, now working on the same lot 
as Joan, wore a blue green moire, 
white ermine jacket and tucked 
pink camellias in her hair. Joan 
Bennett lovely in pleated gold cloth 


with pleated panels of the same 
material flowing from her shoulders 
passed by on the arm of her hus- 








Among the Women 


By The Skirt 





Best dressed woman of the week: 


HARRIET 
(‘Follow 


HILLIARD 


the Fleet’) 





Fred Astaire is back in town. At 


the Music Hall in ‘Follow the Fleet’ 


Astaire is a gob and makes a boyish appearance in the uniform of the 


navy. Ginger Rogers is again his da 

There are many girls in the picture 
Rogers. 
blouse. Practice clothes consist of 
cloth suits are worn and one suit of 
of the picture, where Miss Rogers 


Most of her dancing is done in long satin pants and 


neing partner. 

, every one better dressed than Miss 
sailor 
fringe pants and bolero. Several 
a check silk is too ugly. The finish 
and Astaire do their ever familiar 


dance, her gown is a spangled crystal robe made with no lining. Around 


the shoulders is a cumbersome band 
The stylist for the picture did mu 


of grey fox. 


ch better by Harriet Hilliard. The 


wardrobe worn by this miss includes a spangled dress trimmed at the 


neckline with gardenias. A 
edged with sequin bands. 

dress with flowered bodice. 
picture. 


black 
Very 


Miss Rogers should have de 


Stage show at the Music Hall gives one a peep into the future. 


ahead as 2036. 


pretty is 
Many well dressed girls take part in the 


crepe has a deep yoke of chiffon 
an old fashioned, full skirted 


me some snitching. 
As far 


tussell Markert thinks everything will go modernistic. 


Maybe so, but the barrel will roll over many times before then. 
Dawn of the new century finds the girls in beautiful pale blue satin 


dresses trimmed down the front and one side with red sequins. 


are bare 
and red make a startling effect. 


The feet 


and the heads encased in hoods with masks attached. The blue 
The second number is a clinic, or med- 


ieal theatre, with the male ‘contingent of the music hall as students in 


white uniforms and green gloves. 
reveal just what's going on. 
At any rate, there is an operatin 


dancer being worked on by two men. 
those dances where there is no dancing, only a series of motions. 


Fortunately the theatre is 


too dark to 


g table with what proves to be a 
The dancer goes into one of 
Her 


dress is of bright red at the skirt and yoke with the body in flesh colored 


chiffon. Beatrice 
a parade of six girls behind her. 
truly beautiful. 
is highly imaginative. 


Tr 


‘Sunray Setups’ for 
stones. 
sieres. Close caps of green carry as 


Mostly of silver or gold, with one leg bare. 


the finale looked for all the world 


Joice sings a song in a blue and white costume with 


1¢ costumes worn by this sextet are 
One of biue 


like tomb- 


Upon each reclines a Rockette in gold trunks and green bras- 


et of gold wings. 





Poorly Dressed Amateurs 


Major Bowes is making so much 


money with his amateurs it seems | 
a pity he doesn’t see that they are better dressed. At the Roxy this 
week where the No. 1 unit is on display, the girls are a motley crew. 


Sara Berner wears a cheap little oxford suit and Celeste Alvi is in a most 


unbecoming black crepe with white 


front. Fritzi Robbins is attired in 


a blue suit with rose blouse, and Muriel Ober is in a one-piece green frock, 


Gae Foster girls do but one 
Personal’ 
They could go to town with this one. 

Sally Eilers is the girl, 
discovered on a park bench with a 


She is wearing a dark tailored suit and off-the-face hat. 


the way to Ohio with Jimmy Dunn 
unbeknownst to the family, 
next morning not only by 
maid. She 
pajamas of lame in two tones. 
a wide band of white with matching 
velvet with wide collar of lace. 

Miss Filers makes a preity 
gowns and large hats 


her 


Apollon’s 


Dave Apollon’s ‘International 


number 
white satin skirts with chiffon bodic 


white bride, 


Varieties’ 


this week. They are in 
e and white high hats. 


long 
‘Don't Get 


is the picture, and the title must be a warning to the critics. 


and although a daughter of the rich, she is 


bag of lunch and a bottle of milk. 
She drives all 


and Pinky Tomlin. Arriving home 


this young woman is discovered in bed the 
family 
soon gets into her stride as a well dressed woman and shows jer 


but by the butler as well as the 


bow. A very heavy 


with bridesmaids in chiffoney 


Unit 


proves sterling entertainment 


band, Gene Markey. 

Isabel Jewell was almost hidden 
from her fans in a triangular hooded 
cape of white satin over a shirred 
white satin dress. Joy Hodges in 
a blue and green print drew a lot 
of eyes with her new headdress—a 
tiny curled blue feather, 

Beverly Roberts beamed in black 
tucked chiffon and Mrs. Bela Lugosi 
floated by in chartreuse chiffon 
shirred at the bottom, worn with a 
green chiffon cape. Billie Burke 
was in the swim in peach taffeta, 
with tiny train and huge shawl col- 
lar. Florence Eldredge looked very 
lovely in white crepe caught at the 
throat with a jeweled clip. 

Bette Davis, who because of an 
exceptionally long speech to be shot 
at the studio that day, wasn’t sure 
she could come until the last mo- 
ment, appeared in a crepe dress of 
wood-violet with violet and green 
print crepe jacket over it. June 
Collyer, wore pale pink lace with 
shawl collar of pink chiffon. Mar- 
lene Dietrich, arriving very late, 
wore black crepe with heavy fringe 
hanging from her knees to the floor, 
The skirt was slit to the knee on 
both sides. Kay Johiison in green 
satin never missed a dance and 
Adele Astaire in Tahitian print didn’t 
dance a step. Mrs. Ernest Pascal 
wore 2 tailored deep rose satin. And 
Mary McCall, nearly crushed get- 
ting in, trailed layers of ash chiffon, 
trimmed in bands of sable. 





Mrs. Joseph Cawthorn wore Alice- 
| blue chiffon. Mrs. Edward Arnold 
| came in green. Joan Blondell, lean- 
'ing over the balcony, looked very 
| pretty in sea-green, chiffon-banded 
with violet ruffles and wearing a 
headdress of purple wood violets. 
Heather Angel wore a vivid red and 
white print. 

Boots Mallory rated a lot of at- 
tention in quilted white taffeta with 
a short ermine wrap, and Lueille 
Gleason appeared in white and gold. 
Irene Franklin whose songs got a 
big hand was in a diagonally striped 
blue and white taffeta. Doiores Cos- 
tello, sitting at a center table had 
flowers tucked in her curls and wore 
a red velvet, cut to a low V in the 
back. Frances Langford wore 
pleated gold tissue cloth with long 
pleated train and cape of same ma- 
terial. 


Moreno in Barcelona 
For New Spanish Pic 


Barcelona, Feb. 14. 

Coincident with the celebration of 
the 100th performance of the play 
at the Poliorama, shooting of the 
screen version of ‘Marta de la O’ 
has started at Orphea. 

Stage play by Salvador Valverde 
and Rafael de Leon has been 
adapted by J. L. Salado and will 
bear the same title. Musical score 
is by Maestro Quiroga, author of a 
popular song which inspired the 
play. 

Stars in the picture are Antonio 
Moreno, who came over from Holly- 
wood for the film, and Pastora Im- 
perio, flamenco dancer. Carmen 
Amaya, Julio Pena (also from 
Hollywood) and Rosarito Rojas are 
also cast, 

Picture 
cisco Elias. 
Holly wood, 








being directed by Fran- 
Eugen Schufftan, from 
on camera. 





Granovsky to U. S.? 
Paris, Feb. 16. 
Alexis Granovsky, Russian direc- 
tor in France of ‘King Pausole’ 
(flop) and ‘Moscow Nights’ (hit) 
may go to America to make an indie 
film. 





A black dress has an irregular cape with! ropean film man, 
negligee is of | 
| Tecrible, 
| sky. 


Idea is that of Granovsky’s back- 
. Charles Philip, an old-time Eu- 
who is planning 
on the life of Ivan the 
to be megged by Granov- 
Philip has sold a flock of Eu- 
projected 


a picture 


ropean sales rights to the 


film already, and was going to make 
it here, but in view of tough local 
| conditions now wants to do it in 
| Holly wood, in English. 


' 


ROBBINS’ SELZNICK 1 TUNES 


Holiywood, Feb. 25. 


Musieal seores of Selznick-Inter- 
national’s ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy’ 
and Sol L ser’s ‘Let's Sing Again’ 
will be published by Jack Robbins. 

| Publisher is out to garner rights 
for tunes used by Pickford-Lasky. 
Wanger in his new U.A. setup and 
iii future musie of Selznick-In- 


at the State. A packed auditorium greeted the show Friday night. 

Setting for the opening number is a tent, presumably in the Arabian 
desert. The girls wear full skirts of solid silver sequins. Their heads 
are dressed in caps and long scarfs of rose. A solo dancer of the dervish 
type is in blue satin and gold, aiso wearing a rose headscarf. The girls 
do a rhumba in ruffled skirts of many colors, with the soloist in all | 
white with ruffles edged in different colors. They look well in silver 
| bodices with the full skiris banded in brilliants. Small hats of black are 
tricornes, with gloves of black also. 

Sarah Ann McCabe, a good. looking singer of Irish songs, is In a long 
print gown of the red, white end bine variety, Mellisa Mason. for a 
comedy number, wears a coral dress with white puffed sleeves. For t 
finale shc’s in 2 bleel: and white print 
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e And every other opening brings new box- 
office glory to “The Prisoner of Shark Island” 
... the Fox, Philadelphia, with the first two 
days equal to a full week’s business . .. New 
Theatre, Baltimore, with the year’s biggest 
opening out-grossing even ‘Littlest Rebel”. . . 
and we could go on, and on! 20th Century- 
Fox sure makes the big ones BIG! 
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%. ote By Epes W. Sargent 








Easter Is Coming 
With the drawing near of Easter 
it is advisable to hustle up some 
ideas. Plenty of good ones ‘should 
be in the files, but there are some 
new gags. For example a down- 
town house in a fairly large city 


has copped the open air outdoor 
service, figuring that its location 
suggests an indoor -event. Will 
stage a special Easter service at 
6:30 a.m. with one minister from 
each Protestant church taking part. 
Theatre has a fine organ and will 
stress the musical portion of the 
service. A community glee club 
will augment choirs of the various 
churches, and rehearsals are being 
held Sunday afternoons, there be- 
ing no Sunday shows, Where Sun- 
day is a show day it probably 
. would be practical to hold rehear- 
sals in some church during Sun- 
day afternoon. Papers will start 
whooping it.up three weeks in ad- 
vance. Figured not only to carry 
good will but possibly break down 
the sales resistance in the case of 
those whe have remained away dur- 
ing Lent. 

In many spots brief noonday serv- 
ices will be held in theatres dur- 
ing the noon hour (12:15 to 12:30). 
In other spots flower matinees are 
being arranged for Saturday morn- 
ing, with the flowers to go to the 
various churches, 

Probably many will use the cus- 
tomary tie-ups to hats for both 
sexes and new clothes. In at least 
one house there will be mixed 
fashion shows for men and women 
through Holy Week, with several 
large stores co-operating. 

One new angle on the candy gag 
is free tickets to those ordering 
through the theatre. Store will have 
a salesperson in the lobby the week 
before, with samples. All candy to 
the value of a dollar or more will 
carry a free ticket. Theatre gets a 
commission on the sales, which at 
25% will cover the cost of the ticket. 
Pled#ea@ that all orders will be de- 
liver@#BHaster morning. Store will 
use @ truck bannered for the store 
and bourrent theatre attraction. 

in eon where the weather 
will it, outdoor services are 
handy with the understanding that 
in case of rain the service will be 
held in the theatre. 

One house has started a drive for 
clothing for those who require pre- 
sentable duds. Idea is that if the 
needy are better dressed they will 
be more ready to go to church. 

No direct profit in the Easter sea- 
son, but the following week is re- 
garded as more or less of a holiday 
and the theatre will do well to ride 
on the season. 


Coaxing ’Em Out 


Getting the kids out after the 
first showing of the feature on a 
Saturday is something of a problem 
in most spots. It isn’t supper time 
yet, so they stick around. 

Central Square, Cambridge, Mass., 
an M. & P. theatre, has a scheme 
which has been working nicely and 
can be worked in any theatre where 
the Parent-Teacher association is 
not dead set against lottery angles, 
though this is not a lottery. 

House issues numbered heralds to 
the children as they leave after the 
first show Saturday. Some of the 
numbers posted are good for free 
admissions the following Saturday. 
Distribution seases after the show 
starts to run again. Usual allot- 
ment is 20 admissions, but on a 
popular picture this may be in- 
creased to 40, with the kids told this 
doubles their prospect of getting in 
on the cuff the following week. 
Numbers are not drawn but arbi- 
trarliy selected, which obviates the 
lottery feature. Cheaper than havy- 
ing several hundred kids sit through 
@ second show. 










Rush Job 


Because of a slight delay in get- 
ting out the rerular press campaign 
book for ‘Trail of the Lonesome 
Pine,’ Bob Gillham’s staff at Para- 
mount hustled out a script book for 
the benefit of the early bookings. 
These will go to the first runs and 
contain sufficient material to permit 
a complete campaign to be laid out. 


The format is not unlike the 
manuals which Lem Stewart's de- 
partment used to get out for the | 


Publix spots on all pictures booked, 
whether or not they were made by 
Paramount, save that they are hand 
Written and not duplicated me- 
Chanically. In some ways it is a 
more useful form than the full book 
since there is more meat and less 





Diamonds for Hire 
G-B announces it has had made 


up a collection of 15 paste stones 


representing famous diamonds from 
the 279 carat Grand Mogul. These 
can be rented from the exchanges 
for a display on its Cecii Rhodes 
film. 

First display went to Marcus, 5th 
Av. jeweler, who surrounded it with 
real stones, which would seem to 
indicate the most practical use of 
this accessory. 





Fufiing Fine 

Premiering ‘Trail of the Lone- 
some Pine’ at Miami, Bob Gillham 
and his staff laid out the stuff from 
the home office. Of course there 
was a ‘Lonesome Pine’ purse at the 
Hialeah track, and stress in the 
newspapers was laid on the fact this 
was a world premier. There was a 
preview for the critics which meant 
advance criticisms and they got 
John Oliver LaGorce, editor of the 
National Geographic to give an 
interview the day before the open- 
ing. There was a Hollywood open- 
ing and after the show the mike was 
used to let the highlights in the 
audience tell what they thought. 
WIOD was used for plugs on the 
Miami News periods and it was 
over this station that the post- 
comment was sent out. 

In New York much dependence 
was placed on the newspaper dis- 
plays, unusually large spaces ding- 
ing away at the color angle, but 
selling the entire picture. Displays 
ran from 600 to 1,000 lines each, 
which was a smasher. 

Franks gave a window to a dis- 
play of pipes, Macys tied in its 
amateur cinema shop and Franklin 
Simon went the distance with 
sports wear, while Marcus, a Fifth 
avenue jeweler, made a display of 
colored stones. Color idea was even 
carried to a hook-up with a paint 
manufacturer, 


Three Readers 


For ‘Her Master’s Voice’ at the 
Queen, Wilmington, Del., Artie Cohn 
shot the usual display ads in favor 
of three single col semi-reading 
style ads, and it hit the town harder 
than four column cuts could have 
done, yet the ads run only 40, 45 and 
60 lines, the latter for the opening 
day. 

All three carry a top attention 
line, these being ‘We're All Hot and 
Bothered,’ ‘Are You Broadminded? 
‘Can You Take It?’ and ‘Boy, Page 
Boccaccio.’ Follows with a brief but 
very snappy reader for the pix, with 
a change of copy each time, and 
stressing the comedy with just a 
suggestion of spice, all hinged on 
the love scene with the wrong wife.. 
Closes with the signature. 

Stuff is so different from the 
usual run that it had first attention, 
and the copy itself ‘stirred them up. 
There’s nothing better than an 
occasional all-type to kill other 
spaces. Can be good all the time if 
the copy is sprightly or impressive, 
according to the type of picture. 
Cohn did his stunt very well. 


Old Timer 


Strand, Dover, N. H., killed a 
usually poor midweek day with an 
Old Fashioned Show lately. House 
had a couple of local reels made in 
1916 and 1934. These were put on 
with an old silent film and the show 
built around that. Took so well that 
the M. & P. headquarters is urging 
the stunt on other houses of the 
circuit. Plenty of appeal to radio 
and the newspapers, and a pung 
was used for the pram, driven by a 
stage rube. A pung, if you don’t 
know New England, is a low hung 
box sled, usually drawn by a single 
horse. 

Where an old local reel is not 
available, lantern slides can be made 
from old photographs (always with 
the permission of the originals), and 
to get the human angle small prizes 
can be offered for the girls wearing 
the oldest fashions, Plenty of old 
reels are available, and the show 
ean be built up with an illustrated 
singer and other early-day ideas. 

Always a good stunt if. taken for a 
proper ride in the advance ballyhoo. 


Quick Action 











Ed Rosenbaum, special rep for 
Columbia pix, writes that Lester 
Pollock, of Loew's Rochester, got 
busy pronto on ‘Music Goes Round.’ | 
He got notice of the picture’s being 
spotted on the 14th and two days 
later had a co-op page in the Sun- 


iday paper. No effort to tie the 
wares to the title. Just figured that 
the title would sell ‘em and 11 


reading. It gives a full lineup of the | 


trade hookins—-of which there are 
a number—tips on accessories and 
their use and is further supple- 
mented by additional 


to results. 

Interesting point is that the job 
took only a couple of days, since 
Speed was the essential factor. But 
nothing seems to have been left out 
on that account, 


} 


: : material, all | ity t 
of which will help the local house | Chronicle on prizes for the largest 


| 


merchants felt the same way about 
it. They paid the freight. 

Then he hooked the Journad to a 
contest for new lyrics to the insan- 
and sold the Democrat and 


lists of words made from letters of 
the musica] staff, from A to G in- 


clusive, only seven letters but two 
vowels helped. No moss grows 
under Pollock's ‘feet—or Rosen- 


baum’'s either, for that matter, 


Standing "Em Out 


For ‘Road Gang’ at the N. Y. 
Strand, the Warner outfit has been 
blocking the sidewalk with a display 
of handcuffs, leg irons, combination 
shackles, whips, blackjacks and guns 
from a prison camp, supplemented 
by the whipping post and a scaffold 
for stringing offenders up by the 
wrists. 

Broadway is a pushover for any- 
thing of this sort, but they manage 
to keep a lane open to the box office. 
It it a stunt that can be repeated 
almost anywhere, though in spots it 
might require some looking around. 
Works even better than the arsenals 
which used to be displayed on gang- 





ster pictures. 





Free Sinkers 





Something different in the 
way of-stunts in line with the 
cold weather was the coffee 
and doughnuts idea of the 
Paramount, New York. On 
second day of ‘Trail of Lone- 
some Pine,’ house started to 
hand out coffee and crullers to 
people standing in line wait- 
ing to get into the theatre. 

The handouts good only up 
to 1 o'clock, 














BEHIND 





the KEYS 








Los Angeles. 
Tariff at the Orpheum has been 
tilted to 50c. top on Saturdays and 
Sundays by Sherrill Cohen. Here- 


tofore top was 40c., with that price 
now prevailing for balcony after 6 
p. m. On those days. Lower floor 
tariff includes 5c, tax. 

Remodeled and redecorated at 
cost of $15,000, Strand, subsequent 
run house, has been reopened by 
Harry Vinnicof, gate tilted to 35c. 
Ed Thompson, inactive for past six 
months since selling his Metro, has 
acquired the Valley, North Holly- 
wood, and will operate as second 
run. 

Variety, 600 seater, being opened 
in April by James Quinn and Ray 
Robbins, 


—_——- ~ 


Charlotte, N. C. 

George W. Weeks, of Gaumont- 
‘British films, returning from Miami 
to New York, stopped here long 
enough to be entertained at luncheon 
by a group of exhibitors and others. 
With Mr. Weeks was Reginald 
Wilson. At the luncheon were: 
Herman Beirsdorf, Fox manager 
here; Gene Street, manager of the 
Charlotte houses for North Carolina 
Theatres, Inc.; Irving Stone, man- 
ager of the Imperial; Charles 
Picquet, president of the Theatre 
Owners Association of North and 
South Carolina; R. F. Pinson, Mr. 
Picquet’s assistant; F. E. Dyer, 
local manager for Gaumont-British; 
and Manfred E. Winman, buyer and 
broker for the North Carolina Thea- 
tres, Inc, 





St. John, N. B. 

For the second time in years, the 
Empress, Amherst, N. B., was 
burned to the ground. The original 
structure, of wood, was built in 1912 
and burned in 1917. A larger build- 
ing and of brick was erected in 
1919. The ioss to the building is es- 
timated at $50,000, and to the sound 
and film projection equipment and 
other contents including seats, cur- 
tain, ete., at $15,000. Everything in 
the building was destroyed. 





Memphis. 

Andy Anderson, who was district 
mgr. for Warner Bros., with head- 
quarters in Owensboro, is at the 
Sudeham theatre, Hopkinsville, Ky., 
as manager. 

Charles Meuring of Chicago {is 
city manager at Owensboro, Ky., for 
Warner Bros, 

Lee Moffitt, owner Seville the- 
atre, Owensboro, is in Florida. 

St. Louis. 

‘Bad Boy’ was the feature picture 
at the Salisbury nabe, when a real 
bad boy with a gat robbed Thelma 
Yawitz, ticket sellor, of $61 while 
crowded house was unaware of 
stickup. 

Bandit shoved gun through open- 
ing in window and grabbed coin 
before Miss Yawitz could yell for 
help. 





Lincoln. 
Carl Rose, York, Neb., city man- 


ager for Ralph Blank, has been 
seriously ill. 
Cleve Phipps, assistant h.m. at 


the Varsity, is going into the beauty 
parlor equipment biz in Kk. C, 





Canton, O. 


George Elliott has resigned as 
|} manager of the Pastime, Warner| 
house at Coshocton, and with Mrs.|! 


Elliott has moved to Jacksonville, ! 
| Fla. Allen Shapiro of Cleveland re- 
| places, | 

Ohio theatre, Cuyahoga Falls, 


near Akron, has been opened with 
a first run dual feature policy. Ernie 
Austgen, manager. j 

F. R, Custer has been named city} 
manager in charge of the Ohio,| 
Court and Athens theatres at 
Athens, O., recently acquired by 
Schine Enterprises. 

Motto Motrie and James Warba, | 
who have kept their Lyric theatre, | 
Tiffin, closed for the last five years, | 
have decided to reopen the house} 
early in March. 

Schine’s has opened its newly ac- | 
quired theatre at Bucyrus with Mil-j 





| St. 


ton Bryer as manager. He is also 


handling the State in the same city, 
also a Schine house. 

Kenneth Hall for some time as- 
sistant manager of the State the- 
atre, East Liverpool, has been pro- 
moted to manager of that theatre, 
replacing Fred Wilson, who has 
been shifted to Portsmouth, O. 

Akron, O. 

Robert C: Menches of the Liberty 
has been reelected president of the 
Akron Independent Theatre Owners. 
Other officers are: first vice-presi- 
dent, W. P. Hart; second vice-presi- 
dent, Charles Stalder; secretary, 
J. G. Deetjen; assistant secretary, 
Robert Paulus, and treasurer, Al 
Ploenes, 

The co-operative booking plan 
presented before the association by 
Menches as a protective measure 
against a rumored circuit invasion 
was temporarily tabled as being im- 
practicable for the limited number 
of theatres located in Akron. How- 
ever a plan was adopted to adver- 
tise to Akron theatre shoppers the 
names of Akron owned theatres as 
an anticipatory measure in the 
event of a possible affiliated inva- 
sion, 





Wheeling. 

R. T. Kemper, who has been con- 
nected with Warner Bros. in a man- 
agerial capacity here for several 
years, has taken a ten-year lease 
on the Virginia theatre from the 
Conservative Life Insurance com- 
pany. Mr. Kemper is acting for the 
N. D. Dipson interests of Batavia, 
N. Y. The theatre will be operated 
by Wheeling Theatres, Inc. It will 
open March 6 with a two-day book- 
ing, ‘Three Men on a Horse.’ Fol- 
lowing the stage show will be 
‘Modern Times.’ 





Rochester. 

Jay Golden, manager of the RKO 
Palace for six years, becom’s man- 
ager of the RKO therires in 
Syracuse in operating allian:: ith 
Shines for the Strand and Para- 
mount. Walter W. Risley, manager 
of the RKO Temple here, goes to 
the Palace and Charles Freeman, 
assistant manager of the Palace be- 
comes manager of the Temple. 

The Palace drops vaude Feb. 28. 





Fort Wayne. 
Jimmy Nichols new Strand man- 
ager. 
A. J. Kalberer formerly at Para- 
mount, moves to Albany. 





Des Moines. 

A break in the subzero tempera- 
tures that broke all records here in 
117 years, forestalled action of the 
Des Moines Ministerial association 
in ‘challenging’ stage liquor stores, 
beer parlors, theatres ‘and other 
such unnecessary things’ to close 
during the coal crisis as did the 
schools and churches. Just as soon 
as the Ministerial association passed 
the resolution the thermometer went 
up. 

Improvements estimated to cost 
$100,090 are planned for the RKO 
Orpheum here. 

Pittsburgh. 

Charlie Turner, veteran Atlanta 
(Ga.) showman, new manager of 
Casino theatre, the old Harris house 


recently reopened by George Jaffe as 


combination unit and picture site. 
As his associate in operation he'll 
have Ben Jaffe, son of operator, Just 
named treasurer of Casino is Dick 
Martin, with Jaffe for 
years in similar capacity at Variety, 
burlesque house. 


Mannie Greenwald of Art Cinema | 


(foreign) here has taken Europe De- 


troit, similar policy. Group hopes 
to establish chain of arties. Green- 
| wald is 21, one of youngest theatre 


operators, 
Oxnard, Cal. 


Bud Lollier of Fox-West Coast 


| office in Los Angeles has been here | 


trying to spot new theatre for the 


chain. 
Detroit. 
Sol & MacKrim, indie chain of 
nabes, adding two more suburban 


houses, bringing total to nine. 


several | 


The I’pls Push 


Indianapolis. 
temperature up above 
freezing for the first time in five 
weeks, local publicity hounds went 
out ror exploitation honors with a 
vengence this week, letting the nat- 
ives know that the theatres had 


With the 


been doing business all the time, 
and were still open. 
Bud Sommers of the Indiana 


united efforts with Don Wright and 
Frank Moneyhun to boom ‘The 
Milky Way.’ A new angle was used 
on the 86,000 milk bottle collars dis- 
tributed. With 1l5c, it entitled one 
person to atend the milkman’s mat- 
inees on Friday, Monday aad Tues- 
day. On the afternoon of the open- 
ing day, a PWA band and Legion 
Auxiliary staged a parade with mo- 
torcycle police to escort milkwagons 
representing every dairy in town, 
carrying banners and cards, which 
were distributed to downtown win- 
dows after the parade was over. The 
dairies also ran an ad in the news- 
paper tying in with the pic. Five 
thousgnd Harold Lloyd glasses were 
distributed to school and newsboys. 
These glasses carried copy tieing in 
with the picture, play date and the- 
atre. Several optician windows car- 
ried enlargements of Harold Lloyd, 
credit cards, etc. A Harold Lloyd 
Spec contest was run in the Marion 
County Mail, newspaper, circulated 
to farmers in Marion County, offer- 
ing guest tickets to persons finding 
all the mistakes in pictures which 
showed forms wearing glasses. The 
5-and-10c stores donated a window 
tie-up, ‘Bright Lights,’ nitery pub- 
lication, devoted its cover to Lloyd, 
and the News carried a want ad tie- 
up. 





On ‘Pasteur’ 

Colonel Collins of the Apollo 
went medico to exploit ‘The Life 
ef Louis Pasteur.’ Five hundred and 
fifty leters were mailed to doctors 
with call cards numbered for seat 
location. Twenty-one hundred let- 
ters were mailed to principals of 
city schools and to members of the 
school board.. A news company put 
out 200 window cards tieing up 
with Screenland Magazine. The 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany distributed 18,000 pamphlets 
on ‘Story of Louis Pasteur.’ Walter 
Hickman devoted his half hour 
broadcast over WIRE to the pic. 
Ayres cooperated with a book and 
microscope window. W. K. Stewart 
gave a book window. White Haines 
Optical Company showed a large 
card with stills. Ayres Beauty Sa- 
lon ran a tieup ad in the Star, with 
a still of Anita Louise. All hospitals 
and nurses’ homes were covered 
with midget window cards, all five 
and ten cent stores carried music 
counter shadow box displays and 
various small displays were ob- 
tained about town in more than a 
dozen focal points, 


Old but It Kicks 


Montreal. 
For ‘Ghost Goes West’ currently 
at Palace, Manager Rotsky has 





lobby with hole in top to admit 
head. Under hole is notice: ‘‘Ghost 
Goes West’—Look in and see it,’ 
Looking in, face of looker is re- 
flected in dimly-lit full-length mir- 
ror with skeleton body reflected 
from head to feet from opposite 
side of box, giving something of 
ghock since the face is undoubtedly 
his or hers, perched on body of a 
skeleton. 

This is a nosey town and big 
crowds are getting quite a laugh out 
of the astonishment of the fans who 
take on the ghost box. Also it is 
creating quite a lot of word-of- 
mouth advertising for the pic around 
the town, 





For Napkins 


Edward Selette, of the Albany 
theatre, Albany, uses napkins in 
the dimeries in preference to her- 
alds. Cost $19 for 10,000, imprinted, 
against $20 for the heralds, and he 
argues that each one comes into 
the hands of a reader, avoiding 
waste. 

As he uses only an institutional 
ad, the waste proposition holds, but 





it might not be as well if the at- 
tractions were announced. He also 
'supplies a lunch room with blank 


| menu sheets on a hook-up that has 
i been going on for some time. Near 
the theatre and grabs off the tvan- 
sient trade. 


Going to the Dogs 
Martin Goldenberg, of Keith's, 
| Philadelphia, blew the lid off ‘Voice 
(of Bugle Ann’ with Senator Vest’s 
, eulogy on the dog which Lionel 
| Barrymore recites in the picture. 
Hie had the eulogy printed and 
|; supplied it to a radio station, which 
|tied it to the dog lost in a crevice 
in the mountains and also the story 
of the Washington purp. Announcer 
|read the euolgy, told the story of 
the picture and offered to send a 
copy to all who supplied a stamped 
| envelope Got a large response 
from people who were at least in- 

(Continued on page 41) 


rigged up a man’s height box in 
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SEC. Reports Reveal 20th-Fox’s 
Stock Shifts: Also Col, Con. Film 





Washington, Feb. 25. 

Complicated financial dealings by 
officers and directors of Fox Films 
and 20th Century Pictures during 
the past few months in connection 
with merger of two studios were 
revealed today by Federal Securi- 
ties & Exchange Commission. 

Showing more year-end trading 
by execs of other film corporations, 
S.E.C. threw considerable light on 
involved shuffling of paper affected 
by the 20th Century-Fox welding 
and disclosed purchase and sale of 
large slugs by Chase National 
Bank, financial angel of the Fox 
enterprises. 

Biggest activity was in August 
when Chase acquired 387,377 shares 
of common in the combined cor- 


poration and sold 1,549,507 shares 
of old ‘A’ common. Chase executives 
occupying seats on Fox directorate 
also did some shuffling on their own 
account, 

The August activity also included 
purchases by William C. Michel of 
3il shares of common, Herman G. 
Place of 4% share of common, and 
Sidney Towell of 309 shares of 
common, With Michel selling 1,142 
shares of the former ‘A’ common, 
Place unloading 1 share, and Towell 
disposing of 1,234 shares. 

Counteracting these changes, 
Chase also acquired 774,754 ‘A’ 
common, while Michel picked up 
621, Place added %, and Towell 
garnered 617. 

In November, Seton Porter, an- 
other Fox director, bought 1 share 
of common, swelling his total to 
251, and sold 1 share of $1.50 pre- 
ferred, slicing his holding of these 
papers to 5600. 

Wilfred J, Eadie of New York, ac- 
quired 125 shares of common in 
September, while John R. Dillor 
picked up 1 share. Sidney R. Kent’s 
Berkshire Finance Corp. disposed of 
2,842 shares, slicing common total to 
100 shares. Eadie also sold 500 
shares of the ‘A’ stock and bought 
250 shares of the $1.50 preferred, 
while Dillon picked up 1 share of 
the $1.50 preferred and Berkshire 
Finance sold one of the tickets. 

At the end of last August, a be- 
lated report showed, Chase National 
held 7,381 warrants for the former 
‘A’ ducats while Towell owned 
7,000 of the 6% convertible deben- 
tures, 

Goetz and Zanuck 


William Coetz at the same time 
‘was owner of 214,643 shares of com- 
mon and 55,284 of the $1.50 pre- 
ferred, while Darryl Zanuck had 
183,980 shares of con.mon and 21,946 
of preferred. In October H. Donald 
Campbell had % share of common 
and % share of preferred. 

Other film company reports just 
released showed Albert Warner, in 
the latter part of December, ac- 
quired 166,000 6% optional deben- 
tures in his firm, bringing his total 
holding to 1,731,333. He also dis- 
posed of 4,666 shares of common, 
cutting his slice to 59,260. 

Jack Cohn at the end of the year 
gave away 5,089 shares of Columbia 
common, cutting his total holding to 
32,544; while Harry Cohn sold 300 
common, reducing his holding to 
69,238. During November Harry 
Cohn added 509 shares of common 
directly and 23,179 through the vot- 
ing trust agreement as a result of 
a stock dividend; while Nathan 
surkan, Col counsel, was given 12 
more common, Another Col report 
showed Harry Cohn in October sold 
11,008 common -vhich he held 
through the trust agreement. 

A report from Consolidated Film 
Industries showed Setay Co., per- 
sonal holding company of the Con- 
solidated head, Herb Yates, dis- 
posed of 1,900 shares of $2 cumu- 
latioe preferred, having at the end 
of the year 2,098 preferred and 155,- 
673 common still in its portfolio, The 
holding company in November dis- 
posed of 2,100 preferred and in 


October got rid of another 700 | 
shares, 








Loew's New 327, Issue 





Offering of $15,000,000 worth of 
Loew’s, 34%2% sinking fund 
debentures was peing made yester- 
day (Tues.) at $99 and accrued in- 
terest by a syndicate headed by 
Dillon, Read & Co. This under- 
writing syndicate includes some 12 
other brokerage and banking houses 
downtown. These bonds, which are 
due Feb. 15, 1946, supplant the pres- 
ent liens drawing 6% and due in 
1941, Loew figures to save 2%4% in 
interest annually after refunding 
operation has been completed, 

The old 6% bonds will be with- 
drawn from active trading on bond 
market of the exchange in next few 
days. Loew’s filed an amendment 
about a week ago with the Securi- 
ties & Exchange Commission to ob- 
tain delay in offering date to Feb. 
25. Loew redeemed the old Metro 
preferred stock about a year ago, 


TALLY-CORBAR 
SUIT VS. F-WC 
FOR $23,000,000 


Los Angeles, Feb, 25. 

Damages of $23,185,521, with void- 
ing of bankruptcy adjudication and 
new distribution of assets, is de- 
manded in amended complaint filed 
in U. S. District court here by T. L. 
Tally and Corbar Corp. in their 
petition against Fox West Coast 
Theatres’ recent emergence from re- 
ceivership. Damages were not 
sought when case was originally 
filed. 

Allegations-against Federal Judges 
William P. James and Paul J. 
McCorwick, included in the original 
petition to have the bankruptcy set 
aside on grounds of fraud and con- 
spiracy, have been greatly de- 
natured in amended complaint, 
which petitioners seek to get be- 
fore Federal Judge Alger J. Fee as 
part of record from which court 
will make its decision, 

Volume of records in the case 
have been sent to Judge Fee in 
Portland, from where jurist was 
called to preside at seven day hear- 
ing held here recently, Before leav- 
ing for his home Judge Fee made it 
plain it would be some time before 
he would render decision, 


CHAPLIN K0’S SPECIAL 
BALLYHOO ON ‘MODERN’ 


United Artists’ field force of 25 
exploitation men who were sent out 
to cover ‘Modern Times’ openings 
falling on Feb. 2i and 28 wili not go 
into any additional spots on this 
picture, Understanding is that 
Charles Chaplin feels the cost of 
special advance men is unwarranted, 
comedian’s theory being that picture 
doesn’t need this extra attention for 
boxoffice results. 

The 25 men will be retained by UA 
to work on dates for ‘Little Lord 
Fauntleroy’ which is coming up, 


Inc., 

















Blank’s App. Op. 


Des Moines, Feb. 25. 

A. H. Blank, president of Tri- 
States Theatres and Central States 
Theaters here, was operated in an 
emergency appendectomy at St. 
Francis hospital, Miami Beach, last 
week. His condition is reported to 
be good, Blank, together with Mrs. 
Blank and son, Raymond, had gone 
to Miami Beach a month ago on a 
vacation. 

They had planned to return to 
Des Moines the first of March, but 
their return will be delayed, 


DORSES BANK, DUALS 





LPIK HYPO BIZ 


Skourases and Division 
Heads Conclude That 
Public’s Demand for Bank 
Nights and Twin-Bills Re- 
flected in Upped Grosses 








KAYOS STAGE 


ee 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 

Dual bills and bank night will 
continue as fixtures in all Fox-West 
Coast theatres, and there is little 
likelihood of stage shows being re- 
sumed in any of circuit’s houses 
during the current season. As to 
duals, however, each exec head has 
option to play them, determined by 
local conditions, 


Decision to retain the coin give- 
away and the double feature pro- 
grams was reached during confer- 
ences here last week by Spyros and 
Charles Skouras and division oper- 
rating chiefs called in for the dis- 
cussions, 

Consensus of the managers is 
that bank night, duals and other 
similar non-theatrical box office 
stimulants were definite business- 
getters, and that as long as the pub- 
lic demanded them they would con- 
tinue as integral parts of all Fox- 
West Coast theatre policies. 

Trend for stage shows is definitely 
on the wane, F-WC div chiefs cuon- 
tend, and point to recent dropping 
of flesh at the Warfield, San Fran- 
cisco, after many years. Until pub- 
lic demand switches, there will be 
no attempt to revive the shows, it 
was stated. 

Circuit will also take advantage 
of basketball on stage gag worked 
out by ‘Doc’ Joe Lee in Brooklyn at 
the Parkmount. First house to try 
the stunt is expected to be circuit’s 
Florence, which sponsors a basket- 
ball team in the L. A, City League. 
Tryout game will be staged, and if 
working out okay will be followed 
by regularly scheduled games, 

Skouras Heading East 

Spyros Skouras, who called in the 
division chiefs following his return 
here from a Honolulu vacation, ex- 
pects to return east sometime this 
week. In attendance at the confabs, 
which continued all of last week, 
were Elmer Rhoden, Kansas City; 
J. L. Fitzpatrick, Milwaukee; Frank 
Newman, Al Finkelstein and Al 
Rosenberg, Seattle; Arch Bowles, 
San Francisco; Rick Ricketson, 
Denver, and all Pacific coast dis- 
trict managers. 

Ricketson, Newman and Rhoden 
led fight to play single bills. Cali- 
fornia group, however, claimed the 
Golden State circuit had made the 
healthiest financial showing with 
duals, while the Seattle, Denver and 
Kansas City spots had not coined 
as much at the wicket. 

San Francisco and northern Cali- 
fornia theatres will continue with 
duals, including Charlie Chaplin’s 
‘Modern Times,’ which F-WC gets 
as second run. Film had initial 
showing at the U.A. in Frisco, 

Buying in March 

F-WC execs also announced they 
would start 1936-37 product buying 
in March instead of setting deals 
between June and August as here- 
tofore. Moguls talked with Johu D. 
Clark of 20th-Fox; Nick Schene®, 
Louis B. Mayer, Irving Thalberg, 
Eddie Mannix and Al Lichtman at 
Metro, and Neil Agnew at Para- 
mount regarding productions in the 
mill, 





POOL TABLE GIVEAWAY 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 

Brunswick-Balke-Collender com- 
pany is starting a campaign to dis- 
tribute junior model pocket-billi- 
ards tables among theatres as give- 
aways. 

Joe Abramson, former chief of the 
local Film Board of Trade, has been 
awarded national distribution 
charge for the tables among the ex- 





hibitors, 


PIVEAWAYS AND 





New Pa. Censor—a Dem. 





Harrisburg, Feb. 25. 

Joseph A. Berrier, of this city, 
secretary of the State Board of 
Censors and in charge of the Capitol 
office of the board, has been suc- 
ceeded by John C, Core, Uniontown. 
Berrier, with the board since its 
creation in 1914, is a Republican, 


and his salary was $4,000 a year. 
His successor, a Democrat, starts 
at $3,600 a year. 

During the past year, Governor 
George H. Earle, the first Demo- 
cratic Governor in Pennsylvania in 
40 years, has dropped thousands of 
Republicans, replacing them with 
Democrats whose pickings in State, 
city and county offices have been 
slim for years. 


GM AND SHALER 
CIRCUS, BOTH 
FREE SHOWS 


General Motors Cavalcade and 
Shaler Circus, free shows scheduled 
to tour eastern-southern states and 
west coast territory respectively are 
not rated unfair competition to ex- 
hibitors by Hays organization. May 
annoy picture house operators in 
some spots but nothing in either 
shows’ setup to justify unfair com- 
petish squawk. 

General Motors show, which 
travels by motor truck, already has 
opened in Miami. No professional 
entertainment in GM’s tent show, 
closest to picture screening being 
under big top to explain product 
and progress made in mechanical 
world. No admission is charged, 
whole idea being designed as a 
demonstration of company’s latest 
models, 

Circus by Shaler Accessory Co. 
consists of two-hour vaude show 
tied up with commercial exhibit. Set 
to open on the Coast at Hollywood 
Woman's club Feb. 28. 


THINGS,’ 1ST $1,000,000 
LONDON-MADE, OPENS 


London, Feb. 25. 
Alex Korda’s “new film, H. G. 











Wells’ ‘Things to Come’ opened 
strong at the Leicester Square, 
Thursday (20), but met with a 


divided press, 
It’s the first picture made in Lon- 
don to pass $1,000°¢) in production. 





Horton’s ‘Adam’ Pic 
Hollywood, Feb, 25. 

‘Adam’s Evening’ by Katherine 
Kavanaugh, now scripting ‘Every 
Saturday Night’ at 20th-Fox, has 
been bought by Universal. 

U plans to star Edward Everett 
Horton in it. 





‘Courageous’ Toppers 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Spencer Tracy and Freddie Bar- 
tholomew will be featured in Metro's 
‘Captains Courageous.’ 
Jack Conway will direct picture 
slated to start next month. Louis 
Lighton produces. 





BROWN’S CHAPTER PLAY 
Hollywood, Feb, 25. 
Universal has pencilled John 
Mack Brown to star in ‘Ace Drum- 
mond’ serial. 
In event studio declines to pro- 
duce group, Brown will be retained 
for a series of action melodramas. 





Parent Par Co. Dissolving Several 
Subsids Organized Prior to Bkptcy 


_— 


+ 


The new Paramount company is 
planning to absorb a number of 
separate subsidiaries of the old 
Paramount Publix company which 


were set up to govern distribution 
and other branches of the business 
several months before Par went into 
bankruptcy. These subsidiaries 
which themselves were never in 
bankruptcy were chartered in Dela- 
ware and New Jersey. They will be 
officially dissolved and their books 
closed up by the end of the month, 
according to the plan. 

Subsids include the two domestic 
sales companies, Paramount Dis- 
tributing Corp., chartered in Dela« 
ware, and the Paramount Pictures 
Distributing Co., Inc., chartered in 
New Jersey. Another subsid to be 
dissolved, with all its business 
transferred directly to the parent 
company (Par Pictures) will be 
Paramount International Corp., or- 
ganized under the laws of Delaware 
and at present in control of all for- 
eign sales and activity. A _ real 
estate subsidiary, Paregar Corp., 
will also be washed up. 

Paramount Productions, Inc., sub« 
sidiary over film production exclue 
sive of the newsreel, will remain ag 
it is, with its set of officers and di- 
rectors. This subsidiary is also a 
Delaware corporation. Other sub- 
sidiaries of a principal character not 
presently to be dissolved are Para-« 
mount News, Inc., and Famous The- 
atres Corp., latter holding company 
for the Par theatre interests. 

In dissolving subsidiaries, Par 
eliminates a great deal of bookkeep- 
ing and other detail, including board 
meetings for the various subsids ag 
they were set up. 


PATHE’S 586 CONTRACT 
SUIT AGAINST PAT CASEY 


Pat Casey and several co-defend« 
ants must submit to examination 
before trial in a suit for breach of 
contract instituted in N. Y. Supreme 
Court by Pathe Studios, Inc. Justice 
John E. McGeehan on Monday (24) 
held that Casey, the Pat Casey Thee 
atrical Enterprises, et al., must af« 
ford the complainant, Pathe, an op« 
portunity to establish some of the 
contentions made in the complaint 
before trial of the action. 

Pathe claims that in 1930 it ene 
tered into an agreement with Casey, 
et al., to purchase the film rights to 
the script of ‘Lonely Wives’ and 
‘The House of Glass.’ The plaintift 
contends that it paid Casey in all 
more than $58,000 for the rights and 
that this sum was at least $11,000 
more than the defendant should 
have paid. 











Archainbaud at Par 


Hollywood, Feb. 25, 

Paramount has signed Georgé 
Archainbaud to a seven-year 
directorial contract with yearly ope 
tions, 

Left for N. Y. to look over plays 
for his first production, slated tg 
start April 1, 





i 
ROADSHOW ‘ADVERSE’ 


Warner Bros, will roadshow 
‘Anthony Adverse’ on a two-a-day 
basis at advanced scales. 

In New York it will reopen thé 
darkened Hollywood, 





Hollywood, Feb. 28, 
Warners’ ‘Anthony Adverse’ 1€ 
now down to 12,000 feet. 
Studio expects to lop off another 
2,000 feet for roadshow length, to be 
released early in May. 





WHEELER-WOOLSEY’S NEXT 


Hollywood, Feb, 25, 
Wheeler and Woolsey will be 
starred in ‘Archaeologist’ at RKO 
Radio, Lee Marcus producing. 
lew Lipton and Jack Townley 
doing the screen play. 
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International Alliances Seen as 
Future for Films Around World 





Paris, Feb. 16, 
‘Declining profits from films on 
the international market—especial- 
ly American films—will finally re- 
sult in a system of international al- 


liances among producers and dis- 
tributors of the different nations to 
split up the markets among them, 
‘Since talkers it has become im- 
possible that Hollywood keep a 


monopoly of world production, Hol- 
lywood’ pictures remain in demand 
all over the world, but only by a 
tie-up with local productions will 
they be able to maintain profitable 
distribution.’ 

This is the view of Milos Havel, 
big boss of the Czechoslovak. film 
industry, which has ambitions to 
become a world factor. He expects 
his system of international alliances 
to start taking shape within five 
years. ‘ 

Same feeling is vaguely rising in 
other countries. They all are spon- 
soring local production, Italy and 
Russia are building their own Hol- 
lywoods; even Belgium and Switz- 
erland want to create their own in- 
dustries. In France, Bernard Na- 
tan, who once dominated the indus- 
try,’ and Robert Dirler, who. would 
like to succeed him, both have ideas 
for an alliance with Hollywood, al- 
though neither is clear about it as 
yet. And in England the tie-up be- 
tween Alexander Korda and United 
Artists is an indication of what can 


happen when a local industry 
reaches full development, 

‘Golem’ 
Havel is in Paris now for the 
opening of ‘Golem,’ a _ $300,000 


French production made in his stu- 
dio near. Prague. This film is a 
Phase of the Czech industry’s at- 
@mpt to make a dent in the general 
fopean market, which has been 
ig on since the Havel A. B. stu- 
were built four years ago. Not 
Si of a dent has becn made as 
but the studios regularly turn 
out about ten French and German 
versions a year, in addition to 30 
Czech films for local consumption. 
No English versions yet, 

Havel sees things happening in 
Czechoslovakia which are more or 
less typical of Europe in general. 
For a while no American films came 
in, and during this period the local 
industry reached its present devel- 
opment. But that couldn't last, be- 
cause the exhibitors and public had 
to have American films, Right now, 
in addition to the 30 Czech pictures 
the trade gets 285 imported films a 
year, of which 170 are American. 

But neither the Czech pictures 
mor the American pictures are get- 
ting the distribution they should 
have, Havel contends that only two 
American concerns (Metro and 
United Artists) are making enough 
out of Czechoslovakia to pay run- 
ning expenses, Answer to this, he 
considers, is a tie-up. 

A certain proportion of American 
pictures is necessary in Czechoslo- 
vakia, Havel sets it at 60%. They 
ought to be able to refch all the 
Czech theatres. But under present 
competitive conditions they can’t. 

So Havel would like to seo an ar- 
Tragement established whereby the 
best American, the best German and 
the best French films would be dis- 
tributed in his country, together 
with his own pictures, in a definite 
proportion, by a single distributor 
who would place them everywhere. 
He is confident that this will happen 
everywhere around the world, 


CEA, MADRID, DECLARES 
PROFIT, 7% DIVIDEND 


Madrid, Feb. 14. 

Cinematografia Espanola Ameri- 
cana (Cea) showed a net profit for 
1935 of $53,392.03 according to the 
annual report of this Spanish ic 
producing company. Cea owns stu- 
digs in the suburb of Ciudad Lineal 
Which it leases to producers. Also 
makes its own pix, 1935 production 
iicluding six feature lengths, 16 
shorts and ten dubs. Outfit has a 
working agreement with Tobis, 
Which has a financial interest. 

Dividend of 7% was declared, 
with $20,833.78 used for amortiza- 
tion and $620.59 carried to reserves. 
Capital during 1935 was increased 
to $346,250. 

New studios are under construc- 
tion to double the production cap- 
acity. 











Colo. Authorities Will 
Rule on Bank Insurance 


‘ Denver, Feb. 25 

Bank night and cash night in- 
surance, sponsored by the Theatre 
Guarantee Corp., is going under the 
scrutiny of the state attorney gen- 
eral’s office. A meeting is being held 
late today (25) in an attempt to de- 
termine the legality of the plan, and 
whether it comes under the state in- 
surance laws. If determined amen- 
able to the insurance code, the com- 
pany will have to post a large cash 
bond with the state to guarantee 
payment. At present the company 
maintains a special account of 
$2,000 at a local bank to pay the 
losses, if any. 

Theatre Guarantee corp. intends 
to insure against losing at bank, 
cash and other giveaway nights of 
the Lucky 7, the Civic theatres, and 
two others. Fourteen theatres are 
to be covered, including the Denham, 
Mayan, Ogden, Webber, Hiawatha, 
Federal, Rex, Egyptian, Oriental, 
Yranada, Gothic, Englewood, Vic- 
tory and Colorado, If the scheme 
works as its backers hope more 
giveaway nights will be insured. 
Payments are made only when win- 
ner is not present. 





Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 
Piaymus Guild, Inc., Manhattan; the- 
atrical business; capital stock, 100 
shares, ro par value. Fay A. Werth- 
mann, 621 Fifth avenue; Lita Stillwell, 


78 West 55th street, and Pauline S. 
Bronner, 124 West 55th street, all of 
New York 


Casino Film Exchanges, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; general motion picture and the- 
atrical business; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Joseph Scheinman, 
49 East 89th street; Munio Podhorzer, 
1340 Madison avenue, and Mendel Green- 
60 East 94th street, all of New 


Manhattan; general the- 
atrical and motion picture’ business; 
capital stock, $26,000—500 shares at $50 
and 1,000 shares at $1. Louis L. Garrell, 
Gertrude Chopnick and Anthony H. 
Forbes, all of 9 East 46th street, New 
York, 

Red Star Songs, Inc., New York; gen- 
eral music publishing and book publish- 
ing business; capital stock, 200 shares, 
no par value. George R. Brown, 2754 
Holland avenue, Bronx; Matthew W. 
Perloff, 1440 Broadway, New York, and 
Ruth Fishman, 192 Buffalo avenue, 
Brooklyn, 

Fascination, Inc., Kings; conduct and 
operate concessions of all kinds and 
amusement resorts; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Ruth L. Sandman, 
3100 Brighton Third street; Joseph 
Wechter, 453 New Lots avenue, and Mil- 
ton A. Ritter, 8217 Bay Parkway, all of 
Brooklyn. 

Italian-American Film Exchange Corp., 
Manhattan; sell, import, export, rent, re- 
pair and operate motion picture films, 
motion picture machines and apparatus 
of all kinds; capital stock, 100 shares, no 
par value. Angelo Cestari, 258 94th 
street, Brooklyn; Salvatore W. Terlato, 
42 Parchen avenue, Brooklyn, and 
Anthony Valenti, 39-02 11ith street, 
Corona. 

Antonio Butti’s National Accordion 
Manufacturing Corp., New York; deal in 
piano accordions and musical instru- 
ments of ali kinds; capital stock, 100 
shares, no par value. Stanley R. New- 
man and Samuel Trager, 570 Seventh 
avenue, and Antonio Butti, 231 West 
118th street, all of New York. 

Cineque Laboratories, Inc., Manhattan; 
motion picture business; capital stock, 
$20,000. Jean Gross, 1911 Rockaway 
parkway, Brooklyn; Sol Brown, 706 
Fairmont street, Bronx, and Sarah An- 
dorn, 611 West l17lst street, New York. 

Marvel Productions, Ine., New York; 
motion picture business; capital stock, 
130 shares—100 preferred $100 and 30 
common, no par value. Michael A, 
Sclafani, Norman Geiger and Nathan 
Fendrick, all of 60 Court street, 
Brooklyn. 

Royal Artists Bureau, Inc., Manhat- 
tan; empioyment agency for actors, etc.; 
capital stock, 200 shares, no par value. 
Faye Jacobson, Irwin Smalbach and 
Jacob Lang, all of 1440 Broadway, New 
York. 

Hermes Film Producing Co., Ine., Man- 
hattan; motion picture business: capital 
stock, $25,000. Louis Katz, 565 West 
17ist street, New York; Marjorie M. 
Julig, 104-64 115th street, New York, 
and Harold L. Lipton, 1515 Macombs 
road, Bronx. 

Ocean-Brighton Corp., New York; mo- 


ment Corp., 


tion picture business; capital stock, 
$10,000. Samuel J. Resnick, 1504 Morris 
avenue. Brenx: Max M. Cohen, 250 West 
f7th street, New York, and Jeanette 
Berkowitz, 992 Freeman street, Bronx. 

The Diller-Qualie School of Music, 
Inc.,. New York; operate a school of 
music; capital stock, 200 shares, no par 
value. Angela Diller and Gladys E. 
Lyons, 49 East Sist street, and Eliz. 
Qualie, 115 East $2nd street, all of New 
York 


Gem Dancing Academy, Ine., Manhat- 


tan; operate dance halis, ete.; capital 
stock, $16,000, Jos I#ykis, 2390 David- 
son avenue: Vincent Megavero, 2114 
Bathgate avenue, and Jos. Marzacano, 


227 Washington avenue, all of the 
Bronx. 
Radio Orchestra 


Corp., Manhattan; 


supply musicians, ete., to hotels, etc.; 
capital stock, 100 shares, no par value. 
Margaret Stone, 1455 Beach 39th street, 
Edgemere, L. I.; Abraham L. Watarz, 
922 48th street, 3rookiyn, and Arthur 
L. Fishbein, 665 Ocean parkway, 
trookliyn, 
Change of Name 
From Shapin Studios, Inc., to Screen 


recess Corporation of America. Filed 
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» children who wanted to wit- 


" Quadrupling 
Eugene, Ore., Feb. 25. 
Four picture houses here 
had to be pressed into serv- 


ice to take care of 3,000 school 


ness an advertised morning 
matinee of Warner’s ‘Midsum- 
mer Night’s Dream’ at the 
1,200-seat F-WC McDonald. 
Ten minutes after big house 
opened all available seating 
space was jammed, with F-wc 
hastily throwing open its 850- 
seat Rex in attempt to take 





care of overflow. Howling mob 
of youngsters continued grow- 
ing. In 15 minutes the. op- 
position Heileg, with its 850 
seats, was requisitioned and 
pressed into service and then 
the 500-seater Mayflower, also 
opposition house, utilized for 
balance of overflow. 

Print had to be. bicycled 
among the four houses, At two 
bits admission special a.m. mat 
drew $750, with another $900 
garnered on regular mat and 
single night performance, 














Warner Drops 
Three on Coast 
In Billing Bull 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Warners took a district manager, 
theatre manager and press agent off 
the payroll following Jack Warner's 
discovery of a bull in billboard ad- 
vertising on ‘Ceiling Zero’ playing 
at the Warners Beverly. 

District manager operating the 
Beverly, Downtown and Hollywood 
theatres, George Weiss; Fred Kiss- 
lingbury, manager of the Beverly 
Hills theatre, and Tommy MacLeod, 
p.a. and district planter, were the 
ones who felt the axe last Satur- 
day (21). 

Advertising the picture ‘Celling 
Zero’ house had six sheet process 
boards out billing Pat O’Brien 
above Jimmy Cagney, whose con- 
tract calls for top billing on pic- 
tures. Jack Warner got a flash of 
this Friday morning and immediate 
changes were made. 

On Saturday Warner is said to 
have seen a one-sheet in Beverly 
with only O’Brien’s name on it. The 
boss burned and Lou Halper, gen- 
eral manager of the WB houses on 
Coast immediately called Weiss and 
Kisslingbury. MacLeod was let out 
for threatening suit against Fox- 
West Coast officials for barring him 
from dress rehearsal preview of the 
Chaplin pic at the Chinese the week 
before. 











WB-Par Pool in Lynchburg? 
Lynchburg, Va., Feb. 25. 

Fact that Warners sold ‘Midsum- 
mer Night's Dream’ away from its 
own house here to the rival Para- 
mount has revived reports of deal 
to combine the local Publix and WB 
holdings. Nat Glasser, Warner zone 
manager, says the move, reported 
months ago, still hasn't jelled. 

‘Dream’ is the first Warner film 
to play the Par since built half a 
dozen years ago. 





by Philip E. Hoffman, 79 Pine street, 


New York. z 
Memberships 
Religious Films Association, Ine. 
, Dissolutions 
Show-At-Home Movie Library, Inc. 
Filed by Willard 8S. McKay, 30 Rocke- 
feller Center, New York. : 
Change of Location 
Herzberger Amusement Company, Inc., 
Buffalo; new location, Batavia. Filed 
by Stedman & Waterman, Batavia. 
Surrender of Authority 
Midas Camera-Projectors Corp., Dela- 
ware. Filed by Edwards & Smith, 90 
Broad street, New York. 7 J 
Statement and Designation 
Parager Corp., Wilmington, Del.; gen- 
eral theatrical and amusement business; 
New York office, Paramount building, 
1501 Broadway; Austin C. Keoug 
secretary; $2,000,000. Filed by Clinton 
Combes, 1501 Broadway, New York, 


CALIFORNIA 


Bacramento. 

Odd Occupations, Inc.; capita! stock, 
150 shares, none subscribed. Directors 
Martin Gang, Herman Tepp, Lurena 
Woods, of Los Angeles. Also amended, 
changing name to Odd Jobs, Inc 

Certificate changing name of Ameri- 
can International Distributing Corpora- 
tion, Los Angeles, to American Interna- 
tional Pictures Corporation. 

Shafer Productions, Inc., Los Angeles, 
capital stock, 100 shares, none sub- 
scribed. Directors: Morton Garbus, 
J. J. Stein, Syivia Kaye, aii of Holly- 
wood, | 

Permits to Sell Stock 

Parade Publishing Co. (weekly maga- | 
zine): capital stock, 190 shares, no par, | 
permitted to issue all. Directors: Murphy | 
McHenry, Hanson H. Hathaway, 
D. Taylor. 





| $16,000, the 


| o'clock show had been 
| the manager’s office, 
| proached the office 

| swered ‘usher’ when a voice inside 
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Other Theatre Operators Going 
For Basketball Games on Stage 





Bandits Get 166 in Hub 
Theatre Holdup; 1 Caught 


Boston, Feb. 25. 

Three armed bandits held up the 
Keith-Boston theatre here Sunday 
night (23) and made off with nearly 
weekend receipts. 
Charles Malkewicz, 19, of Boston, 
was picked up early yesterday 
(Monday) morning by police on a 
tip. He confessed, according to the 





| police, that he was one of the stick- 


l|up men after manager Benjamin 
Domingo and treasurer Anthony 
| Zinn identified him. 

Waiting until the cash from 9 


taken into 
the trio ap- 
door and an- 


inquired ‘who is it?’ The safe door 
was open at the time and the hold- 
up men helped themselves to the 
cash, forcing Domingo, Zinn and 


Louis Epstein, advance man for the | 


Hollywood’ unit opening here 
Thursday, to lie down on the floor. 
Miss Norinne Curtin, secretary to 
the manager, was also covered by 
guns, 

His accomplices, Malkewicz said, 
were two N. Y. men, who left Bos- 
ton by. bus... His share of the loot 
was about $4,000. 





Dramatists 


(Continued from Page 1) 


about. When first learned, about six 
weeks ago, that a new writer’s con- 
tract is under consideration, it was 
stated that this clause would prob- 
ably be changed but this was denied 
on all sides. Neverthless the pro- 
ducers on Broadway could learn 
nothing defi..ite, despite several 
friendly and concerted attempts and 
despite several mutual confabs. 
Playwrights have throughout in- 
sisted that the form and verbiage of 
their new contract is their own af- 
fair and no one else’s and that the 
producers would simply Lave to like 
it. 

Minimum Basic Agreement pro- 
ducers and playwrights was formed 
five years ago. Now the Guild main- 
tains it doesn’t want an ‘agreement’ 
of any form, but prefers a contract, 
along its own ideas. Members of 
the Guild have been sworn to se- 
crecy regarding details and a com- 
mittee of managers who called on 
the Guild for a friendly discussion 
of the situation was likewise sworn 
to secrecy. Explanation to that is 
that the Guild is not, it says, certain 
of just what it will do or how and 
that it doesn’t want a lot of prema- 
ture or distorted discussion or pub- 
licity until the issue has _ been 
cleared up in its own min4, 


The Hollywood Angle 


Reason the Guild isn’t dickering 
with producers on the matter, it is 
explained, igs that the situation is 
ioo involved with Hollywood at 
present, Writers can’t get much 
film coin, they claim, since, if a film 
b. r. is behind the play, that film 
roll is bidding against or for itself 
when the film sale stage is reached. 

Howard came east over the week- 
end to attend last minute framing of 
the new contract. A special meet- 
ing of the Guild council was held 
Monday (24) afternoon and a gen- 
eral organization moieting will be 
held Thursday (27), at which the 
decisions reached at the council 
meeting will be discussed, 

Contract committee, handling the 
matter, consists of Howard, George 
S. Kaufman, Edward Childs Car- 
Elmer Rice, Jerome Kern, 
Albert Maltz, Phillip Dunning, How- 
ard Lindsay, Sophie Treadwell. 
Robert E, Sherwood, Moss Hart and 
Owen Davis. 

From unsubstantiated tinner 
sources it is learned that there are 
now two favored courses, one of 
Which is pretty certain to be decided 
First is a straight royalty 
arrangement for either play or film 
rights, with.no more straight 
deals as at present. Other, mors 
favored but figured harder to make 
operative, is a varied arrangement 
present terms would 
if no film coin is involved in 
Boadway production, and a separate, 
royalty arrangement 


sale 


tinue 


other- 
wise, 
source may not always be known 
prior to signaturing of contracts. 


Situation is made difficult hecause 


Harve ; 
*“’ lauthors are cognizant of the fact are 


cone | 


Fear here is that the bankroll | 


* — 


Following experiment in putting 
on basketball games at the Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., with business responding 
heavily to this new use of the stage, 
the Fabian office has been deluged 
with requests for information on the 


stunt. Also, reported that Balaban 
& Katz may try basketball games 
on the stage of one of the B&K 


houses in Chicago. 

At the second game at the Brooke 
lyn Par Friday night (21) the house 
played to its largest Friday’s busi- 
history of the house, with 
5,000 admissions sold for the night 


ness in 


show and game. Estimated that 
about 1,000 people were turned 
away, With house forced to stop 


selling tickets. The Fabian circuit 
and Joe Lee, managing director of 
the Par, who conceived the baskete 
ball idea for Friday nights immedi- 
ately after the last showing of the 
current picture, feel that the stunt 
is cinch b.o. With other operators 
making inquiries and watching the 
drawn by the two games 
so far, this new form of live enter- 
tainment for theatres having large 
stages may spread considerably. 


DENY CLEMENCY PLEA 
TO JULES W. RACHMAN 


Lincoln, Feb. 25. 

Jules W. Rachman, 42-year-old 
former Omaha theatre operator, had 
his clemency plea of two weeks ago 
denied by the State Pardon Board 
here today. Rachman who shot 
Harry and Sam Goldberg, his couse 
ins and business partners, on Dee, 
2, 1932, is serving the third of a 15-< 
year sentence in the penitentiary 
here. 

Although about six prominent 
politicians and friends of Rachman 
in the show business testified in his 
behalf, the clemency denial is -un- 
derstood to have been made because 
it was too early in the sentence to 
expect any such consideration. 


MO. ATT’Y GENERAL OK’S 
‘BANK’; REVERSES SELF 


Kansas City, Feb. 25, 

Attorney General McKettrick, of 
Missouri, has changed his stand on 
the question of the legality of ‘bank 
night,’ and has recalled an opinion 
previously issued which held that 
the ‘bank’ plan was illegal because 
it violates Missouri's lottery laws, 
The attorney general asked Frank- 
lin Miller, St. Louis circuit attorney 
who had requested the opinion, to 
return it, asserting he wanted to 
hold it up pending a study of a 
recent New Hampshire decision 
holding ‘bank night’ legal. 

Missouri theatre owners had 
agreed to a test case in the state 
supreme court, 


Tubbert Joins Schine 


~ 


Syracuse, Feb. 25. 
Resigning from RKO organiz tion 
after 16 years .at Keith's, during 
which he rose from treasurer to 
manager, William J, Tubbert left 
today for Watertown, N. Y., to be- 
come northern New York divisional 
director for the Schine circuit. He 
will have 15 houses in his division, 
At Keiths he is succeeded by J, 
Golden, transferred from  e Palace, 
Rochester. 


business 

















new $150,000 house in Oswego on the 
site of the present Strand and the 
immediately adjoining properties, 
Work will start in the early spring. 


King’s 2-Year Pact 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 











Iienry King has been given a twoe 
year pact at 20th-Fox, 

Director currently without ags- 
| signment, 
| 
j 
| that Hollywood financing is helping 
Croadway legit. They admit that 
i film coin makes possible a healthier 
ilegit production in toto and that a 
ll t of plays would not be produced 


i, it were not for this coin. But, 
lthey say, film prices at the same 
time are going off to nothing and 
they have to protect themselves, 
'They insist that they have no fight 


| with either Hollywood or with the 
Broadway managers but that they 
frequently caught in between. 


\ 
Schine Enterprises will erect a 


2 Dare at 





— ee) 
DE ce RET lio EE 














— 


nn en eee 


<raspect Gaeilge aaedebiin-v0s wemeninbaaiin 








$2 VARIETY Wednesday, February 26, 1936 


$$ ————————S== ‘ 




















(CLEAR ALL ROADS FOR RECORD 
3 RUNS ON ‘RHO — ” Arrange now for extra playing tim ¢ 
































—- Pr ia sn tod 


ak ont at a 


























= TN a a i 

















Wednesday, February 26, 


1936 





—. 


33 





PICTURES 


VARIETY 





aa 


Rabinovitch 


(Continued from page 2) 
dialog, American producers forgot 
that a film was a moving picture: 
they saw it only as something that 
talked like the stage. They didn’t 
have the courage, in the beginning, 
to make pictures in which the theme 
was the most important part and 
the dialog only secondary. And then 
overnight—it was about a couple of 
years ago—American films got an 
idealogical uplift. Rabinovitch no- 
ticed it first in ‘It Happened One 
Night’ and in some of King Vidor’s 
pictures. Suddenly the characters 
in American pictures were no longer 
motion picture people—people that 
exist only in the films—they became 
real, they were a part of life. And 
so, a year and a half ago, Rabino- 
vitch accepted Laemmle’s latest 
offer, but prior commitments in 
Europe prevented his coming over 
until now. 

In the beginning of dialog, Rabin- 
ovitch watched American films lose 
a large part of the foreign market, 
a market they are now regaining 
and which, he believes, will even 
increase beyond its former propor- 
tions. This, despite the fact that 
every foreign country wants and is 
building—subsidized by the govern- 
ment—a Hollywood of its own. 
Spain used to make five pictures a 
year. Now it makes 60. The pic- 
tures made in the new foreign 
Hollywoods may not be as good as 
the average American product, he 
says, but at least they are in the 
people’s own language; they are to 
be preferred to an American pro- 
gram film, no matter how much 
better it may be technically. 

However, tabinovitch believes 
America will regain and expand its 
foreign market, regain the 45% of 
its total that used to come from 
Europe, by realizing that only good 
pictures, important pictures, big pic- 
tures, can invade and conquer the 
foreign market today. Today he 
says, only the best pictures can get 
in. Now they will realize that they 
can make more money in the long 
run with an expensive picture, that 
they are obliged to make only great 
pictures. With bad ones, they lose 
that 45%. Thus, Rabinovitch says, 
every expensive picture—in which 
the money's wisely and effectively 
spent—is very cheap; and every 
cheap picture very expensive. 

Pictures should be so produced, 
he says, that they can be under- 
stood all over the world, by all 
people, rich or poor, educated or 
just intelligent. Themes close to 
life, expressed in moving action, 
with dialog only a dramaturgical 
element to quicken the action, but 
not as an element necessary to the 
understanding .of the picture. Not 
one word more of dialog than ab- 
solutely necessary, he says, not even 
in American pictures for Americans. 
Not one more word. 


Aliens 


(Continued from page 3) 
given American talent In 
foreign nations. Tiff broke out 
when Celler. bitter opponent of 
Dickstein measure, submitted evi- 
dence refuting charges England has 
slammed the door on U. 8S. actors, 
hoofers and warblers. P 

Repeating customary arguments 
that restrictions would ‘freeze’ the- 
atre, Celler presented report from 
the British Embassy outlining Eng- 
land’s policy and saying all capable 
performers are welcome in London, 
Data purported to show that no 
legit or film actor has been barred 
in recent years and that only a 
handful of U. S. cabaret dancers 
have been refused entry out of 1,800 
applicants in the past two decades. 

Defense of English policy drew 
sharp retort from Kramer, who pre- 
sented a letter from David Dunbar, 
Hollywood actor, who related how 
he was jailed for two months in 
England and finally deported. 
Punishment was meted out, despite 
@ yveur contract ‘for daring to 
work,’ Dunbar explained. 
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Advanee Production Chart 





: Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Hollywood production activity for last week jumped to a new high jor 
the season in number of pictures before the cameras. Total pictures in 
ny production registered 42 features as against 35 for the previous 
week. This was accounted for by nine new pictures going i i 
i ; going into work duri 
the week. For the same period, nine features were considered euimahenia 


and previewed, thus lessening the a ‘ 
cutting room to 23. 9 ggregate number of features in the 


While this is well above normal for the season’s i ; 

: average o tures 
work, there is every reason to believe that this activity th Bc at 
the same healthy pace. There are yet 129 features to be put inte work 
and completed to meet the 1935-36 program, Studios like 20th-Foxr and 





Warners, while on the last stretch in completing their current season 
—_ of pictures, will no doubt be inio the new season’s schedule by next 
month. 

Busiest studio of the week and the most advanced in delivery of prod- 
uct is Warners with nine features in work, four editing and 16 preparing. 
Production table shows they have but two more to start to complete the 
current program. Paramount and Metro follow a close second for num- 
ber oj features in work. Metro has eight working and two editing. 

Paramount has eight shooting and three editing. 20th-Fox is in fourth 
position with six shooting and two editing. Columbia has four and one; 
RKO-Radio; has three and three; Universal, three and three; United 
Artists, one and one, while Republic is.only plant of the nine majors with- 
out a single picture before the cameras. 





Columbia 


Four in work, one editing, five pre i 
. ’ ’ Paring. 
ae pita A yen. wae Variery, Jan. 22: ‘ROAMING 
. pported Feb. 5: ‘ N TH P ‘BL 
te topeen d reported Feb. 19. a ee ee 
No new pictures started last week. New pictures li P ‘ly 
production are ‘THE CRAIGMORE CASE’ mn ‘THE Lost HORIZON. 


Metro 


Eight in work, two editing, eight preparin I : 

: g- In work: 

SMALL TOWN GIRL,’ reported in Varuery. Jan. 15; ‘ROMEO AND 
JULIET,’ reported Jan. 22; ‘PETTICOAT FEVER’ and ‘KELLY THE 
Suahens reported Jan. 29; ‘MOONLIGHT MURDER,’ ‘THE UN. 

9 « . 
igen iy d Tt and ‘SAN FRANCISCO,’ reported Feb. 19, Picture 

‘ABSOLUTE QUIET.’ Directed by George Seitz, produced by John 
Considine, Jr., original by George Worts, screenplay Harry Clark. Cast: 
Louis Hayward, Stuart Erwin, Irene Hervey, Lionel Atwill, Wallace Ford 
Raymond Walburn, Harvey Stephens, Robert Livingston, J. Carol Naish. 

Story—Concerns overworked business man who, after nervous break 
down, is ordered to ranch for absolute rest, accompanied by nurse and 
secretary, Irene Hervey. All goes well until transcontinental passenger 
plane drops down on the front lawn where the patent is convalescing 
Plane unloads troupe of acters bound for New York, With them are a 
couple of gangsters. In the meantime another band of thugs make their 
appearance in search of some loot that is hidden on the ranch. Situation 
becomes a bedlam with Atwil, the frenzied sick man, g0ing to pieces. 
Romance between the secretary and Louis Hayward, one of the ship’s 
stranded passengers, 

New stories definitely set for early production includes ‘MOB RULE’ 
to start this week. ‘THE WEDDING DRESS’ by Helen Grace Carlisle 
was purchased and will be produced by Harry Rapf. Plans to make a 
spy story as sequel to ‘Rendezvous’ with an Oriental background is the 
assignment given to Lawrence Weingarten to produce. 





In work: 











Paramount 





Eight in work, three editing, 12 preparing. In work: 

‘THE MOON !S OUR HOME,’ ‘i LOVED A SOLDIER,’ reported in 
Variety, Jan. 15; ‘REUNION,’ reported Feb. 5; ‘BRAZEN,’ and ‘FLORIDA 
SPECIAL,’ reported Feb. 12. Pictures to start this week were ‘BIG 
BROWN EYES,’ ‘PRINCESS COMES ACROSS’ (formerly ‘Concertina’), 
and ‘BORDER FLIGHT.’ 

‘PRINCESS COMES ACROSS’ (nee ‘Concertina’). William K. Howard 
directing, Arthur Hornblow, Jr., producer, Original by Philip MacDon- 
ald; screenplay, Walter DeLeon, Francis Martin, Don Hartman and 
Frank Butler; photography, Ted Tetzlaff. Cast. Carole Lombard, Fred 
MacMurray, Alison Skipworth, George Barbier, William Frawley, Bradley 
Page, Porter Hall, Lumsden Hare, Siegfried Rumann, Tetsu Komai, 
Mischa Auer. 

Story—Mystery comedy drama taken aboard trans-Atlantic liner headed 
for New York. Carole Lombard is a Brooklyn girl making return trip 
back under the guise of a Swedish princess as a hoax that this might be 
the means of breaking into pictures, She meets Fred MacMurray, in- 
ternational concertina player. A murder takes place, a group of interna- 
tional detectives are aboard headed for New York to attend a conven- 
tion. Finger points on both MacMurray and Lombard, discovering she 
is impersonating nobility. Girl gives up idea of picture career when 
both consent to marry. 

‘BORDER FLIGHT.’ Directed by Otho Lovering, A. M. Botsford, pro- 
ducer; Dario Farall a supervisor. Original by Ewing Scott, screenplay 
by Stuart Anthony. Cast: John Howard, Grant Withers, Robert Cum- 
mings, Frances Farmer, Roscoe Karns, Samuel S. Hinds. 

Story—Air melodrama with John Howard as daredevil commercial avi- 
ater who stunts for the thrill of it. He takes a friend up for a trip and 
thinks it’s smart to fly upside down, forgetting friend is not strapped in. 
He drops and is killed. This breaks Howard's flying nerve. Ostracized 
by his fellow flyers, can’t get a job, goes to Mexico, unknowingly becomes 
associated with band of smugglers who use him to ply between Mexico 
and America. He latids the ringleaders in America where the cops are 
waiting; later he returns to get the girl Who is being held by gang in 
Mexico for ransom. 

‘BIG BROWN EYES.’ Directed by Raoul Walsh. Produced by Walter 
Wanger. Story by James Edward Grant, serial in Liberty Mag; screen- 
play by Walsh and Bert-Hanlon. Cast: Cary Grant, John Bennett, Wal- 
ter Pidgeon, Isabel Jewell, Lloyd Nolan, Roy Hargrave, Marjorie Gateson. 

Story—Romantic detective mystery yarn, Grant the detective and Joan 
Bennett, newspaper reporter. Grant on trail of jewel thieves, but is stub- 
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Shooting back at Kramer, 
told committee, ‘I don’t care 
many California oranges 
lemons you send abroad under re- 


ciprocal trade agreements, but I say 
you can't do that with humans.’ 

Restrictive measures were op- | 
posed by Brock Pemberton, Henry 
Moskowitz and Martin Beck, 
Spoxesmen for New York legit man-*! 
agers and producers, who insisted | 


hat freedom is essential to success- | 
Elmer W. Pratt, | 
attorney for National Association of | 
and Brig. Gen. | 
Ansell, counsel for | 
ederation of Musicians, | 
differed desiraliility of 
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ful presentations. 
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Production Table 
Shows current standing of the various producing companies’ pro- 
duction schedules for the 1935-36 season. 
Number 
Number Number Balance New 
Quota Completed Now in to Be Stories 
of Pix orShipped Work Made on in Final 
for for or °35-'36 Prepa- 
Studio Season Release Editing Program ration 
COLUMBIA .......... 40 25 5 10 5 
GAUMONT-BRITISH 16 Made in London 
i . ree. 50 20 *10 20 3 
PARAMOUNT ...... - 6 39 11 15 11 
Westerns ........ . «@ 4 ae 2 1 
RKO-RADIO ........ 48 22 6 20 7 
oi) ial) | aa 32 11 4 17 6 
WOSEBPMS occ cc cecs 21 7 re 14 2 
p pg) 53 40 6 5 
0 ere 4 2 1 1 1 
UNITED ARTISTS 
Sam Goldwyn...... ¥ 6 1 i 2 
Selznick-Inter'l..... 5 1 + 4 2 
Pickford-Lasky. 1 3 1 
OS erent ee 1 cy 1 1 
Korda-London...... 5 Made in London 
UNIVERSAL ......+- 35 19 6 11 6 
Westerns A 6 a 3 1 
WARNERS 69 45 13 2 16 
Totals .. 462 247 65 129 75 
“Includes ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ starring Norma Shearer, Lesiie How- 
ard and John Barrymore for release 1926-37 season, 














Brown Eyes,’ the gal, exposing and 
Grant resigns to prove to Brown 
Both work hand in glove until 


bornly blocked at every turn by ‘Big 
attacking Chicago’s police system. 
Eyes that he can solve the crime himself. 
they round up the crook band. 

Lined up for early starting are: ‘POPPY,’ with W. C. Fields: 

‘RHYTHM ON THE RANGE,’ with Bing Crosby: ‘SOMETHING TO 
LIVE FOR,’ with Herbert Marshall, Gertrude Michael and Marsha Hunt: 
‘EARLY TO BED’ for Charles Ruggles and Mary Boland, and ‘CASE OF 
MRS. AMES,’ new Walter Wanger production. 
_New story purchases: ‘THE BETTER HALF,’ Satevepost story by 
Bruce Gould. Some talk of remaking ‘THE COVERED WAGON.’ Stuart 
veh ‘WELLS FARGO’ is being brought from the shelf for definite pro- 
duction. 


RKO-Radio 


Three in, work, three editing, seven preparing. In work: 

‘DANCING PIRATE,’ reported in Variery, Jan. 29; ‘THE WITNESS 
CHAIR,’ reported Feb. 19, and ‘ONE TO TWO,’ which started this week. 

‘ONE TO TWO,’ directed by Stephen Roberts, Edward Kaufman pro- 
ducing. Original by James Edward Grant, screenplay Anthony Veiller. 
Cast: William Powell, Jean Arthur, Eric Blore, John Arthur, Lila Lee, 
Paul Fit, Chick Collins, Jockey Nalfeli, Doc Dearborn, Evelyn Fontaine. 

Story—Sophisticated murder mystery drama, depicting Powell as suave 
doctor who dabbles in sleuthing. He is persuaded by an old friend, a 
race horse trainer, who suspects one of his jockeys has been murdered 
when he spills in a race, to find a solution. Then the trainer is bumped 
off. Powell’s divorced wife, Jean Arthur, a mystery story writer, helps 
solve the murder. Thus brought together they remarry, 

No pictures were completed or previewed last week. 

Pictures ready to start this week are ‘FUGITIVE GOLD,’ with Richard 
Dix; ‘MARY OF SCOTLAND,’ with Katharine Hepburn. 

New stories purchased and definitely set for production during the week 
are: ‘ARCHEOLOGIST,’ original by Lew Lipton and Jack Townley; 
‘GRAND JURY,’ original by Tom Lennon; ‘THE ROBBER BARONS’ to 
be Edward Small’s first production as an associate producer; ‘PORTRAIT 
OF A REBEL’ to be starrer for Katharine Hepburn following ‘MARY OF 
SCOTLAND,’ and ‘RIDDLE OF THE DANGLING PEARL’ by Stuart 
Palmer to be co-starrer for James Gleason and Helen Broderick. 





None in work, four editing, six preparing. 

Two pictures slated to have started last week, including ‘THE GIRL 
FROM MANDALAY’ and ‘COMIN’ "ROUND THE MOUNTAIN’ did not 
tee up because of weather conditions. Both, however, are expected to 
start any day. 

New stories purchased last week and others definitely set for produc- 
tion are ‘SONG OF THE SIX GUN’ and ‘THE SINGING COWBOY’ for 
Gene Autry. 

‘PORTIA ON TRIAL’ new Faith Baldwin story purchased. 

‘NAVY BORN’ an original by Mildred Cram purchased and will be di- 
rected by Nate Watt. 


20th-Fox 


ix i k, two editing, six preparing. In work: 
UNDER TWO FLAGS” reported in Variety, Jan. 15; ‘THE COUNTRY 
BEYOND,’ reported Jan. 22; ‘ZERO HOUR,’ reported Feb. 5; ‘O’MALLEY 
OF THE MOUNTED, reported Feb. 12, and ‘HUMAN CARGO,’ reported 


Feb. 19. Started last week: 
‘POOR LITTLE RICH GIRL’ Directel by Irving Cummings, B. G 


DeSylva prodt ing. From lay by Sa’ uel French, screenplay by Sam 
Hellman, "Marry Tugend and Gladys Lehman; Mack Gordon and Harry 
Revel writing eight song numbers. Cast: Shirley Temple, Gloria Stuart, 
Alice Faye, Jack Haley, Michael Whalen, Henrietta Leaver, Claude Gil- 
lingwater, Henry Armetta, Charles Coieman. 
Story—Shirley Temple, daughter of rich soap manufacturer, both 
parents too busy to give child parental affection and she becomes bored 
with the monotony of servants. Child becomes unruly and sent to pri- 
vate school. On way to train porter is injured. by automobile accident, 
leaving child unidentified. She escapes the commotion around the station 
and shifts out into the world alone, meets up with hurdy-gurdy organ 
grinder who takes her to his home, where she becomes member of family 
of five. With musically inclined Italian family she develops into a singer, 
gets break on radio and becomes sensation. Soap manufacturer hears 
about the program and negotiates for it, thereby the happy reunion, 
Re e affords plenty of opportunity for songs. 
ye hoe was cometaned and previewed last week, ‘GENTLE JULIA.’ 
Pictures lined up for early production are: ‘JOB,’ with Jean werk 
‘THE FIRST BABY,’ with Dixie Dunbar, and ‘TO MARY—WITH LOVE. 
New series of three Charlie Chan pictures decided to be made ones: 
1936-37 program. Titles include: ‘CHARLIE CHAN AT THE RA , 
‘CHAN WITH THE NAVY’ and ‘CHAN AT HARVARD. otek wate 
‘SERVANT GIRL’ is being whipped into script shape for Patsy Kelly 


to play the title role. 





United Artists 


In work is: 


i iting, six preparing. ; 
One in work, one editing, p g first production for 


‘ONE RAINY AFTERNOON,’ Pickford-Laskys 
U.A. release, reported Variety Jan. 15. 
WEEK. 


No new pictures started here last ; 
a and previewed first picture, ‘LITTLE 





Selznick-International completed 
LORD FAUNTLEROY.’ a8 PF 
Pictures in line for early production lists Pickford-Lasky peat the 
nert Nino Martini, tentatively titled ‘eens LOVER, Tor HAVEN 
Selznick-International purchased Thomas tourke s vel, | ot a 
FOR THE GALLANT,’ which might precede ‘DARK VICTORY,’ skeded 


fas its second feature. 


115: ‘SONS O’ GUNS, ‘I 


Warners 


Nine in work, four editing, 16 preparing. tn Vantery Jas 
‘ S’ ‘HEARTS DIVIDED,’ repo ted in VARIETY Jan. 
GREEN PASTURES, MARRIED A DOCTOR,’ ‘THE GOLDEN AR- 
‘THE LAW IN HER HANDS,’ reporied Feb, 12. 


In work: 


| ROW,’ r« ported Jan, 22; 
j ] j "OG art this weet! 
Three new pictures to start th “ ; ryised by Bryan 
| a nic ALeDor iid, supervised by } 
‘BIG BUSINESS,’ Directed by frank - Reed Setatrme a 
, George Bricker and 
‘ . : T *¢ *¢ ' me 
Shisha ‘alate , Fdwat fartman, : om 
<a —— fey py Kill» P Alma Llovd. Warren Hull, Dick 
| illiam Jaccbs. i: «uy vielen . . o Rer - 
: rey rte Peissoc. Andre Beranger. 
“ore i wland, Marie Wilson, Virg deectens Pe meratiem wi 
: ‘aaa es a yon Bs (Kibbee) a tc ge hack into harness and 
ory—ftel > i é { ‘ : ire cleaning business. 
avait | his wife's wishes sets up you in in di cl ining shpsteape 
pgs” Epsanle tg try to musele in. Romance 


Lots of excitement ensues when 
(Co itinuned on pase 35) 


Tee cha ath Sceldsietininlies § dacs medline 
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Leisurely Payoff 














Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Oliver H. P. Garrett, screen play, 
untitled Ronald Colman yarn, Selz- 
t. 
are Lipton, screen jay, untitled 
original, RKO. 
Conway Tearle, Margaret Morris, 


Margare rris, : || open ‘Trail of Lonesome Pine,’ " 
‘Hell's Hacienda, Senior Jim, eee Ryskind, screen play, oe had two pay checks at the quamenamnens 
Beaumont. hnythm on the Range,’ Par. home office which he hadn’t 
Jefferson Parker, screen play, Jack Santos, ‘Girl from Manda- Motion Picture commitee of pub- | sicked ur ; First Division expects to have its 
‘Public Nuisance No. 1,’ 20th-Fox. lay,’ Rep. lic scl Is j New York Ci } - agers ; ask new 1936-7 picture program set by 
E. H. Griffith directing; Richard Stuart Holmes, ‘Murder in the | “© 8C700!S In New tork City have | Dunphy was sent a note ask- = , 


screen play, ‘To Mary— 





Bernardine Hayes, 
‘Absolute Quiet,’ MG. 

George Poncefort, Wm. 
son, ‘Big Business, 


Lionel Atwill, 


inemas 0.K.d 


B. David- | 


land,’ RKO. 


Big House,’ WB. 


; ‘WR. the 
Leslie Francis, ‘Reunicn,’ Par. } h 
Douglas Walton, ‘Mary of Scot- | eas 


Paramount had to urge a 
press agent to pick up his pay 
checks. Wanting to close its 
books for the month on one of 
Par subsidiaries, the com- 
pany found that Christopher J. 
Dunphy, who went to Miami to 

















WILL BE S&T 


MARCH 21 


March 21. 


Sherman, worked out a cooperative schedule | ing him to get the checks and Several deals, now — 
With Love,’ 20th-Fox. Jimmy Eagles, ‘Sutter’s Gold,’ U.| with six theatres whereby weekend do something with them, ing on product, will be paren ted ry 
Clay Clement, ‘Voice of Life,’ WB. Helen Mackellar, ‘Two Aga‘nst ao ae that time [his is in striking con- 
Brandon Hurst, ‘Witness Chair,’ the World,’ W B i | Programs are made up features trast to the set-up last year when 
RKO. aeney a wont, “The Golden Ar- pew Sens See gUeEs PRESS etrEN: ASAE: financial shoals and other obstacles 
David Torrence, ‘Mary of Scot- a Ob mg — - rit [ae gpe Consumptiol The com t- mprove oun held up start of selling season until 
aT 2 RKO. a ee Ulan eT cearts ivided, |} tee CONnSISts ot Tac It membe October. 1935. 
‘ Maude ee wae. UR is re ad Walton, ‘Dracula’ from schools and interested parents. | Harry H. Thomas, FD president, 
titled original, Rep. | ter v ee Sao | Committee has special body picked has just returned from an extended 
Selmer Jackson, Golden Arrow, | Ethel Mantell. ‘Bie Bre — {to preview and select the fil: i (ac ea or swing along Atlantic seaboard. into 
WB. ? | Cruse ip ig ae — eee ae Loew's 83rd St., the Plaza. Little | y south and middlewest, accompanied 
Herbert Ashley, Doris Lloyd, Esther Muir TLjonel Barrymore | Carnegie Sutton Cinema. 8th St by R. M. McKinney, director. 
‘Brilliant Marriage,’ Inv. . : 4101 sarrymore, y 








Tammany Young, Robert Emmett 
O'Connor, Frank Hagney, ‘Kelly the 
Second,’ Roach. 

James Bush, 
‘absolute Quiet,’ MG. ; 

Harry C. Bradley, Jean Barry, 


Robert Glecker; 


| 
. 7 Chesterfield probably will be on FD 
Ricca Allen, Ben Taggart, ‘Florida World’ aaa <u ‘It's a Small } local newspapers, _ the Parents’ | aaa BS pdr egg list again next season, some of the 
Special,’ Par. Remneth Marion: “inn. Weemcisie.’ League Bulletin and Horace Mann Re ee ae Separates vi. | Other producers may be missing. 
Francis Morris, Egon Brecher, | yy bua ““» | school publication. | light emanating from recording This new alignment is not caused 
‘Reunion,’ Par. } Sianey Lanfield directing. ‘Licht- Picture’s educational value taken | /@™p in order that only ultra violet by any particular dissatisfaction 
David Clyde, Edward Keane, Tom nine Strikes Twice.” 20th-Fox into consideration, as to biograph- | '@YS pass through for recording on | with pictures but because Pathe is 
Terbert, ‘Princess Comes Across, Herman Bine. ~ ie Wooda’ ‘Hu. | ical, geographical and historical ac- | sound track has been perfected as | ynderstood to favor other producing 
Par. At . i he Big | ™an Cargo,’ 20th-Fox, ; curacies on theory that younger |®¢€w invention of Radio Corp. of | arrangements. And with Pathe 
June Travis, Murder in the $ Gene Lockhart, ‘First Baby,’ 20th- | generation remembers screen por- | America by Glenn L. Dimmick, one | having final say, it is likely that 
area Pe oe ‘Concertina’ Par Fox. : trayals longer than adults. of a group of RCA and RCA Pho- | Associated Talking Pictures and : 
cn tae ‘One for Two,’ RKO. 7 tg ee: untitled Laurel and ——. bon tophone engineers, now on the Coast | perhaps Invincible may be dropped. . 
James yt hg et sa — peg Seth Shovel Beotlant* SHERMAN DICKERIN see ing studio sound-recording de- ne ee ee ee | 
yn, screen play, Gri Jury, iy . - pile Bt, ge *xpecte 
~aaene ficloer, scripting ‘Crashing ig Fix, ‘One to Two’ RKO G This new development reduces | First Division's program as well as ; 
Through,’ U, Hugh Herb rt. ‘No Place Like background noises, distortions of | Diversion. 3 
Margaret Sullavan; Melville) yume’ tr RELEASE ON SIX PIX speech and musical numbers and pipapesti ; 
Baker, screen play, ‘Small World,’ U. , ; will be available to all licensees of \ 
Mary Treen, ‘Murder in the Big KA siete 53 RCA sound recording system, Dim- NO ANTI DOORMEN’S 
House,’ WB. TZMAN EAST Hollywood, Feb. 25 mick said. P 


Gordon Elliott, Hall Johnson 


‘Mob Rule,’ MG. 
Doris Schroeder 

‘Tumbleweed,’ Par, 
Richard Purcell, 

Big House,’ WB. 
Lewis R. Foster,.E. E, 


screen treatment, 
theatres where picked pictures are 
displayed over weekend. Educational 
committee in return plugs approved 
programs in 40 schools as well as in 


‘Murder in the 


Paramore, 








Hollvwood. Feb. 25 Harry Sherman is talking with 


Playhouse and Lenox Picture House | 
thus far have been designated as the | 


RCA Licensees 








| Under the 


The British International-Alliance 
Productions hookup will be retained 
with likelihood that six features will 
come from this producer on First 
Division’s 1936-7 While 


lineup 











system recorded track 
Choir, ‘“Alearts Divided,’ WB. ‘ Sam Katzman, producer of Vic- both Paramount and RKO on re- | is sharper and clearer. Results are UNION BIAS SAYS M&R. 
Muriel Evans; Howard Brether- poaes pee: le % for New Yor leasing deal for six ‘A’ productions | accomplished in both recording and 
ton, poring ta od yond ly e0th- ihn candi (22). E ‘| from Rex Beach yarns. Sherman| printing of sound tracks, with the Low : or 
oe a en ae Coes east to line up exchange con- currently is producing the ‘Hop-| light filter being placed between PPtRS. OTS. Fm O. 


Adrian Morris, ‘Poppy,’ Par. 


’ Yherm: gc aX, : : month-old theatre doormen’s union 
Mitchell Lewis, ‘Brazen,’ Par. make for the state right market Sherman plans to make them at film, which prints only the ultra was reported last week by Gust 
George Brent, ‘The Case against | yoxt season. Katzman turned out Prudential, first two being ‘The! violet radiations on the sound track. : aaa exe aiihend secretary ‘ * the 

Mrs. Ames,’ Wanger. sie Metis een warns and twa Barrier’ and ‘Ne’er Do Well.’ Plans According to Dimmick, use of P a my Ce wer 1 I oe Se il. 

Loretta Young, + sng sere pa specials for 1936-37 F finishing pro- to start initialer in two months. ultra violet rays greatly improves onc a the nae ly he sata delete ie w 
gon, Ann Shoemexes, Seams ‘tion four s ahes oe high frequency response, and gives ‘ ; _— as 

Strikes Twice,’ 20th-Fox. duction four months ahead of sched- : , 


Alma Lioyd, ‘Big Business,’ WB. 
Johnny Arthur, ‘One To Two, 
RKO. : 
Ethan Laidlaw, J. M. Kerrigan, Si 


- . rey Teh. 25 a , . John Moore, official o he the- 
Jenks, Joe Sawyer, ‘Special Investi- = Hollywood, Feb. oe. ador Pictures for the state right | B. Morris, E. M. Hartley, Dr. Harry asrlaa’ at stat Th we tlre that : 
gator,’ RKO. Omar Kiam, fashion designer for) market, hopped a plane Saturday! Olsen, John Volkman and Fred | - z ‘ : : B 


Edmond Gow, James North, screen 


tracts for group of features he will Along Cassidy’ series for Par. 





ule, Conn on Distrib Deal 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 


Maurice Conn, producing Ambass- 





KIAM’S COSTUME HUNT 


Samuel Goldwyn, is in New York. (22) for New Yor‘. 








recorder and the printing lamp and 


greater sound quality than obtained 

by any previous method. 
Other engineers here from 

Camden, N. J., factory 


the 
include L. 


Loomis, 





Discharge of six members of a 


ployes of the Music Box theatre, and 
the other four held posts at the 
Hollywood, Playhouse, Blue Mouse 
and Orpheum theatres. 


executives of the federation asked 


play, ‘Watch Your Step.” aan wie for three weeks’ research stay. Expects to set new releasing deal peadian gia — Bal sp tt 
Katharine Hepbur n, Portrait o He's working on ‘Come and Get for next season. which will increase - pro Te owe i ie . 
» ; a , . ’ , a tee - conc s 9 s > F > 
i BMofont Olsen a gg.» Aiton ty Sebharen DE ee ee ee ees PIES FOX CAMERAMAN’S on - ‘ballin tri rey California 
ita C nan. Cyril McLaglen, | Goldwyn pictures, over present season, ’ : “ p ornia, 
Anita Counihan, desl Ete Hl Oy agreed to a conference immediately 
Alan Mowbray, Jean’ Fenwick, 


D'Arcy Corrigan, ‘Mary of Scotland,’ 
RKO. 

Lawson Trent, Jean Marsh, Doris 
Lloyd, Ann Codee, Olive’ Tell, 
Holmes Herbert, Barbara Bedford, 
Robert Adair; Phil Rosen directing, 
‘Brilliant Marriage,’ Inv. 


Sherman Sanders, 
Firate,’ Pioneer. 

Frank Reicher, ‘Reunion,’ Par. 

Wiiliam Paul Keeler, Oscar Hen- 
@rian, ‘Florida Special,’ Par. 

Gerge Oppenheimer, Herman 
Mankiewicz, ‘No Hero,’ MG. 


‘Dancing 


Advance Prod. Chart 


(Continued from page 22) 


between Kibbee’s daughter and the young partner. Action comedy with 
two contrasting elements—racketeers in business and persistent heckling 
mother at home. 

‘TWO AGAINST THE WORLD.’ Directed by William McGann, super- 
vised by Bryan Foy, based on Louis Weitzenkorn play with original story 
and screenplay by Michael Jacoby. Cast: Humphrey Bogart, Beverly 
Roberts, Helen McKellar, Henry O'Neill, Ann Tobin, Carlisle Moore. Jr., 





MYSTERY AILMENT 


Washington, Feb. 25. 
Al Waldron, Fox  movietone 
cameraman who returned recently 
from war assignment in Ethiopia, is 
gravely ill in local hospital, suffer- 
ing from some obscure tropical dis- 

ease picked up in Selassie-land. 
Lenser, who was one of Capital 
corps before going to Ethiopia, has 
been in Georgetown hosp for several 











upon his return, 

Finkelstein said all his theatres 
and other principal Portland houses 
have had organized labor for years 
-—Projectionists, stage hands, jan- 
itors, electricians and others. 
Changes in the service staff of ail 
theatres are frequent, and if the 
men are dismissed because of in- 
competence, it’s merely a coinci- 
dence that they also happen to be 
union men, 





Mauri Grashen, screen play, un- Florence Fair, Robert Middlemass, Robert Barrat, Henry Hayden, Claire | weeks while foremost medical ex- 1A Plans Coast Fi ht 
titled Laurel and Hardy, Roach. a rh | ten cert ange ge aS eee LP ae ; ' =~ perts have been trying unsuccess- ig 
—— ggg: hoon directing ‘The | main broadcast program to stimulate business. He is instructed to be- Looks like another Edwina Booth 0 monize 00 en 
ataney ee itler ' 26th-Fox : come more sensational. Resorts to scandal and in doing so exposes the | ©45¢. ; 
Irene Hervey ‘Absolute Quiet,’ | lives of many, one of which causes the suicide of the mother of the girl —- t Shee aa dee ae 
Par ~~ ’ | with whom he eventually falls in love. This leads to dramatic situa- ow? — “ es, Fe Wen 
i yhic ‘ause adi shai fever ‘e conservative ¢ i ' ; . M. Jacobson of Tacoma, Wash., 
sobert. Barrat, Donald’ Crisp, je whic - causes the radio chain to revert to more conservative and | Bids for Chi Mc Vickers intayndtaniily -detetenmahaniine of ne 
‘Mary of Scotland,’ RKO. ag wh ,; we ‘eb. 25 santiede sabe v 
‘Gian Farrell ‘No Place Like ‘MURDER IN THE BIG HOUSE.’ Directed by Nick Grinde, supervised | Chicago, Feb. 25. International Association of The- 
Stesen® U : : by Bryan Foy, original story by Jonathan Finn, screenplay by Joe Hoff- School board, now the possessor | atrical Stage Employes, has been 
Maude A Eburne, Ralph Remly, | ™an and Robert Andrews. Cast: Craig Reynolds, June Travis, Barton | of the loop’ MeVickers, has thrown | assigned here for three months to 
a ’ ’ we @ ” - . S : pe . 
*Poppy,’ Par. MacLane, Joseph King, Joseph Crehan, Addison Richards, Lyle Talbot, | the property into the open and is| concentrate on theatre organiza- 
Henry Kleinbach, ‘Big Brown Kay Hughes, Eddie Acuff, Robert Barrat, Mary Treen. offering the theatre to the highest | tion problems with Projectionists’ 


Eyes,’ Wanger. 
Pat West, ‘Zero Hour,’ 20th-Fox. 
Jo Graham, screen play, ‘Sitting 


Story—Murder of big shot racketeer in Sing Sing calls for investiga- 
tion and it all becomes a whodunit behind prison walls. Craig Reynolds, 
reporter, dispatched to cover the case, meets June Travis, the racketeer’s 


bidder. 
30th Balaban & Katz and Jones, 


local, 150. Local, temporarily balked 
in its attempt to unionize Seuth- 


Abeeg rR secretary. Linick & Schaefer have entered} ern California theatres 100%, 
peg vee ag Egy Se Middleton New pictiwes tined up for eariy starting are: bids for the house. Possibility that } through refusal of Robb & Rowley 
| ‘Murder in the Big Eouse.’ WB. - ‘ANGEL OF MERCY,’ starring Kay Francis, Ian Hunter and Donald | should B. & K. secure the house} and associates in Pasadena to come 


John Wray, ‘Poor Little Rich 
Girl,’ 20th-Fox. 

Clay Clement, ‘Two Against the 
World,’ WB. 

Eddie Shubert, ‘The Law in Her 
Hands,’ WB. 


Constance Von Bergen, ‘Big Bust- 





Woods, William Dieterle to direct, story suggested by Lytton Strachey’s 
essay. 
‘BULLETS OR BALLOTS,’ next Fdward G. Robinson picture with 
Humphrey Bogart and Barton MacLane, from original by Martin Mooney. 
‘INVITATION TO MURDER,’ with Marguerite Churchill and Gale 
Sondergard, from play by Rufus King, screenplay by Roy Chanslor, 


it will keep it shuttered. 


BROD’S PAR STARTER 
Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Sid Brod’'s first supervisorial as- 








New stories bought or announced for definite production last week are: 


‘THREE A DAY,’ an original, and ‘SO YOU WON’T TALK,’ now being 





signment at Paramount will be ‘The 


into ranks, has union entrenching 

itself for long-drawn struggle 
Pians being laid to intensify three 

months’ picketing campaign. 








Van Dorn Bows Out 





’ ? } A . . : Hollywood, Feb. 
gE ey ‘Under Two Flags.’ completed by Martin Mooney, who is writing it from his own experiences | mrhens sg mv Ne nye, with niestitten' Yon Tem, tate él 
20th-Fox: ‘Hearts Divided, WB. while serving 30 days in the Tombs prison for refusing to divulge the pat pag tn i mech anes sts. rector and continuity writer for 

Eddie Bernard, ‘Human Cargo,’ source of his information Walle expelling rackets in New York City. } Jam ‘gan may direct. Louis Lewyn’s series of six two- 
20th-Fox, Pisa | sateen dani ade reel Technicolor shorts at Metro, 
Mickey Rentschler, George Ma- i © | STORY BUYS has washed up deal, 
rion, Cr., Jean Hersholt, ‘Job,’ 20th- niversa : | 5 Ea eel Sa 
Fox. Hollywood, Feb. 26, | 
Etienne Giradot, ‘Lighting Strikes Selznick International has taken | CONTRACTS 
Twice,’ 20th-Fox. Three in work, three editing, six preparing. option on Thomas Rourke’s novel, | SIP 
Russel Hicks, ‘The Witness Chair,’ ‘SHOWBOAT’ and ‘SUTTER’S GOLD,’ reported in Varmwry Jan. 15; | ‘Haven for the Gallant.’ | Hollywood, Feb, 25 
RKO. : ‘DRACULA'S DAUGHTER,’ reported Feb. 12. | Sereen rights to ‘Three a Day’| After scripting Girl from Manda - 
Aileen Pringle, Dudley Digges, Picture to be completed and previewed last week was ‘LOVE BEFORE | purchased by WR. | lay and ‘House of 1,000 ¢ andl: 
Jessie Ralph, Henry Daniels, E. E.| BREAKFAST.’ Paramount has acquired ‘Better | Endre Boehme draws term writing 
Clive, Harry Stubbs, Evelyn Beres- ‘SHE MARRIED A MILLION’ was to have started here last week, but | Half,” Satevepost yarn by Bruce | ticket at Republic, 
ford, Joseph North, ‘Unguarded when final script was presented to the Hays office it was rejected. Com- | Gould Arti ut Hierman s¢ uled to term 
Hiour, MG. pany has postponed picture indefinitely. ; ‘Portia on Trial,’ Faith Baldwin's | sc! ivening p ict at Invincible. | 
Francis McDonald, ‘Poppy,’ Par. Production of ‘SUTTER’S GOLD’ placed in work again for pick-up | Ladies Home Journal yarn, taken | _ War ners lifted options on Glenda 
Oscar Apfel, Charles Judels, ‘San | shots and added scenes. | by Republi | Farrell and Ross Alexander. 
Francisco,’ MG, Only definite picture lined up for immediate starting is ‘NO PLACE Metro bought Helen Grace @ar- | Walter DeLeon, Paramount writer, 
Robert Lee Johnson, screen play, LIKE HOME’ to star E. E. Horton. No starting date vet. lisle’s novel, "Wedding Dress.’ | drew 1 ew ¢ ovenant, . Ps 
‘Sitting on the Moon,’ Rep. New stories purchased or definitely set for early produ tion are | ‘Riddle of the Dangling Pearl,’ by 1c umbia raised uption on Elisa- 
Wallace Sullivan, screen play,|‘POSTAL INSPECTOR’ and ‘IT’S A SMALL WORLD,’ both originals | Stuart Palmer, bought by Radio as | be Risdon a 
‘Legion of the Lost,’ Rep. now getting final script treatment, Buck Jones announced next starrer | Helen Broderick -Jimmy Gleaso: | RKO cned Irwin Shore, eastern 


‘Wallace Ford, Harvey Stephens, 


to be ‘BANISHED,’ an original. 
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Carl Laemmle 
presents 


SUTTERS 
GOLD 


STARRING 


EDWARD ARNOLD’ 
LEE TRACY - BINNIE BARNES 
KATHARINE ALEXANDER 


MONTAGU LOVE @ ADDISON RICHARDS - HARRY CAREY 
JOHN MILJAN + MITCHELL LEWIS - BRYANT WASHBURN 
ROBERT WARWICK * GASTONiAGLASS - RUSSELL HOPTON 
FRANK REICHER * WILLIAM. JANNEY + SIDNEY BRACY 
NAN GRAY « AND THOUSANDS OF OTHERS. 
Based on the’ novels) by Blaise Cendrars and Bruno Frank 


DIRECTED BY JAMES CRUZE, 


who directed “The Covered Wagon” 
An Edmund Grainger Production 
UA UNIVERSAL PICTURE 


*. By arrangement with ".. Pp. Schulberg 
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ROAD GANG 


(Continued from page 15) 
On these two merits the picture will 
pumece, although womeén are not 
likely to root for it. 

Happy ending follows the arrival 
ef the managing editor of the Chi- 
cago Sun in the southern state (un- 
named) where the horrors take 
place. Big town daily is on the side 
of decency and is the instrument of 
breaking up the calloused political 
clique which not only permits but 
exploits the prison camp system. 

How the picture will be taken in 
the south is a matter that southern 
exhibs and film bookers will need 
to answer for themselves. Idea of a 
northern newspaper editor hopping 
into an aeroplane and spending an 
afternoon putting a southern state's 
politics on a civilized plane is not 
precisely flattering. Of course each 
state may fancy it refers to its 
neighbor and not itself. 

While melodrama and excitemént 
is the film’s obvious aim, by the very 
nature of the theme and the treat- 
ment, Which is sympathetic to the 
convicts and otherwise to the men 
with the whips and shotguns, the 
picture has a ‘serious’ implication. 
It is special pleading for humanity 


in handling prisoners. But other 
films have probed deeper and 
analyzed the causes more keenly. 
Except for a couple of lines of 
dialog the financial profits made 
from convict labor by politicians 
and business men (and the real 


cause of the brutalities) is not ex- 
plored. 

Romantic element is lean. 
ing footage of the picture is dis- 
tinectly awkward in direction and 
dialog, There is no suavity in de- 
lineation. Villains immediately are 
marked as such. 

Galaxy of familiar faces (but less 
well known as names) carries the 
story. Performance are okay, with 
Donald Woods doing nicely as the 
boy who gets it in the neck. Land. 


DON’T GET PERSONAL 


(WITH SONGS) 

Universal release of David Diamond pro 
duction, Stars James Dunn, Sally Eilers; 
features Pinky Tomlin. Directed by WTIl- 
liam Nigh. Story, William Thiele, ka- 
mund Hartmann, adaptation, George W ag- 
ner, Clarence Marks, Houston Branch: 
songs, Pinky Tomlin; camera, Norbert 
Brodine. At Roxy, N. Y., week Feb. 21, 
"38. Running time, 70 minutes. 


Open- 








DT CONUs GS ita ote o's 0c hanes Sally Eilers 
GMs Bids bs 4.0.45 60 e $4000 RS Se James Dunn 
Ee «.:.Pinky Tomlin 
Mr. Van Ranesaleer .....Spencer Charters 
Mrs. Van Ranesaleer .....,.... Doris Lloyd 
Ng WEN 4 A6i 6 60-4 464 446000 George Meeker 
OE. ‘sicin bie eowe 66% «++.-George Cleveland 
Farmer's Wife ...........+-Lillian Harmer 
Blond@y .....00% Ce ceccessessnced Jean Rogers 
Butler .. os ervey »-Charles Coleman 





James Dunn and Sally Eilers as a 
combination have made several at- 
tempts to duplicate ‘Bad Girl,’ with- 
out success. ‘Don’t Get Personal’ is 
another miss. It won’t get by in the 
big time spots on its own. 

Perhaps complete departure from 
the ‘Bad Girl comedy-drama 
formula is the reason why this well- 
matched team hasn't been able to 
maintain the batting average. This 
one is strictly farce of mediocre 
quality. A youthful and likeable 
couple, Dunn-Bilers would be much 
more effective as screen represent- 
atives of the American class of 
which they are so typical. 

‘Don’t Get Personal’ has a silly 
beginning and a sillier finish. It 
starts with Dunn and Pinky Tom- 
lin, as a couple of eo college 
boys, auctioning off th services 
to a crowd in Central Park.- Miss 
HKilers, a runaway heiress from 
Ohio, makes the highest bid, and 
most of the action from then on, 
and until she reaches. home, con- 
eerns a cross-country trip in a 
broken down car. Nothing much 
happens, with only Tomlin’s sing-~ 
ing and guitar playing to break the 
monotony, and with these musical 
interludes hardly enough to sustain 
interest. 

Dunn is at a disadvantage in his 
overdrawn cave man-lover part, 
giving Miss Eilers the freeze all the 
way to the finish, when he reverses 
himself and snatches her away from 
the altar as she’s about to wed an- 


other. Miss Eilers works under 
script handicaps that are even 
worse. 


Spencer Charters, George Cleve- 
land and Liilian Harmer, al! clever 
character people, turn in trim per- 
formances in_ support. George 
Meeker is nothing more than a 
punching bag for dialog wisecracks 
as an unloved suitor. Tomlin is 
okay on the light comedy and croon- 
ing, and as his moments are the 
best moments, the picture is his 
picture, Bige. 


HER MASTER’S VOICE 


Paramount release of Walter Wanger 


production. Features Edward Everett 
Horton. Directed by Joseph Santiey. 
From play by Clare Kummer; adapta- 


tion, Dore Schary, Harry Sauber; songs, 


James McHugh, Gus Kahn; camera, 
James Van Trees; film editor, Bob 
Simpson. At Strand, Brooklyn, week 


Feb. 20, '36, as half of 
Running time, 75 mins. 
Ned Farrar .... Edward Fverett Horton 


double bill. 


Queena Farrar ......:... Peggy Conklin 
i Me. Cibanee ses Laura Hope Crews 
Mrs. Martin ........ Elizabeth Patterson 
So, nh edvesbs0e2i0 Grant Mitchel! 
Pr bss 00 06 0060% 50. Ruth Warren 
Craddock .......eeee0- Charles Coleman 
Pollée Captain <.......60. » Dick. Elliott 


By following the routine - that 
made the legit play amusing and 
using two of original members of 
stage production, Paramount. has 


turned out a fairly entertaining 
comedy, in ‘Her Master’s Voice.’ 
Probably won't startle with its 
grosses but should get its share of 
dual biz; also looks suitable he- 
cause of frothy humor for family 
and nabe audiences solo. 

_ Laura Hope Crews and Elizabeth 
Patterson were drafted from the le- 
gitimate comedy written by Clare 
Kummer. With E. E. Horton turn- 
ing in one of his most competent 
performances, these three do a 
grand trouping job. It’s to their 
eredit and smart lines, provided by 
Dore Schary and Harry Sauber, 
that the film travels at such a rapid 
clip, with laugh-provoking situa- 
tions and dialog predominating. 

Hampered by meddling of his 
wife and her mother, Horton is 
masquerading as handy-man _ in 
their aunt's home. It’s a tailor-made 
role for the adroit funster. His as- 
eension to radio honors as ‘fire- 
side troubador’ has been played 
down and the domestic troubles, as 
well as Horton’s antics as second 
man, stressed. Here it differs partly 
from stage version. Shift seems okay 
because dotted by bright chatter. 
There’s also one of those cop chases, 
tough traffic officers and police 
station background for a finish. 
Even here the cast rises above the 
situation. ~ 

Joseph’ Santley, erstwhile musical 
comedy juvenile, directed and not 
bad for a newcomer. He suggests 
directorial promise. 

Besides Horton’s suave portrayal, 
easily outstanding, Laura” Hope 
Crews cops femme honors, but she 
is run a close second by the capable 
Elizabeth Patterson, as the mother. 
Miss Crews is the bossy, rich aunt 
who falls for Horton’s man-servant 
gag. Peggy Conklin, film newcomer, 
still smacks a little too much of 
stage technique. Camera has been 
extremely unkind to her in initial 
scenes. Film name could have 
strengthened the entire production. 
Grant Mitchell, stage vet, is splendid 
in support. 

James McHugh and Gus Kahn are 
credited with ‘With All My Heart,’ 
theme song, highly satisfactory but 
not stressed sufficiently considering 
its quality. 

Because radio slant has been un- 
dernourished, producers apparently 
everlooked chance for exploitation 
possibilities in this film. Will have 
to depend on Horton name and 
comedy angle to pull them in. 

Wear. 
GOLEM 
(CZECHOSLOVAK MADE) 
Paris, Feb. 19. 

A. B. production for United Artists re- 
lease, Directed by Julien Duvivier. Stars 
Harry Baur. Story by Andre Paul Antoine 


and Julien Duvivier; sets by Andrejev and 
Kopecky; camera, Vich and Stallich; sound, 


Polednik; music, Kumok, At Le Paris. 
Running time, 95 mins. 

Emperor RuG@elt...ccciccéceses Harry Baur 
Chancellor LGWG. ...ccosseccesse Roger Karl 
So) ea ee eeeses-Ferdinand Hart 
Rabbi Jacob........+. ¢oeee--Charles Dorat 
OMOOMISE soc cece pad hde beni te Oeks ses Aimos 
ro! Serre eeseess Roger Duchesne 


Chief of Police....+.e..s+...Gaston Jacquet 
Countesse Strada.........Germaine Aussey 
pt a ee wry Te TT ree Jenny Holt 
ps eee ey eee besoee Tanja Doll 





(In Freach) 

Lavish production, intended to 
prove that the Czech studios are 
capable of making films for the rest 
of Europe. Only a French version 
was made, and for the French and 
adjacent markets the Czechs 
brought Harry Baur, ace actor; Ju- 
lien Duvivier, leading director, and 
@ company to Prague, and report- 
edly spent nearly $300,000 on the 
film. 

Picture proves that the A. B. 
studios are big and that the Czechs 
are able to handle elaborate produc- 
tion. Some of the production is 
even too lavish. For instance, a 
jousting tournament is held indoors 
for the emperor’s entertainment, 
and the mounted knights break their 
lances in an interior shot, but the 
effect for the spectator is not ultra- 
impressive, apparently because the 
production strained the studio to 
its limit and the conditions of shoot- 
ing were not such as to permit the 
right angles, 

As a commercial proposition the 
result is doubtful. The Golem is (1) 
a costume spectacle; (2) a chiller; 
and (3) a Jewish legend. As the 
first it is okay. As a shocker it 
goes after effects by main force of 
terror scenes instead of by building 
up emotion, and therefore leaves an 
unpleasant impression. As a Jew- 
ish picture its success depends on 
how much Jewish trade one can get. 
Probably not enough to do the pro- 
ducers much good. 

The name of Harry Baur on the 
marquee, plus that of Julien- Duvi- 
vier (who is being billed nearly as 
big as the actor) should, however, 
make failure impossible locally. 

Trouble with the picture is the 
script—a common failing of Duvi- 
vier pictures. Sequences are scat- 
tered: there’s no build-up, and no 
human sympathy is created. Terror 
is purely visual. Long gruesome 
torture sequences which the picture 
originally contained have been cut. 

Jewish angle is beautifully done, 
especially sequences in the famous 
synagozue of Prague, which was 
rebuilt in the studio. The Golem is 
one of the great Jewish legends— 
maybe a remake of this picture or 





a dubbed version, in Yiddish or 
English, could do. something in 
America where it’s been seen in 
«jlent form. Stern. 





LADY OF SECRETS 


Columbia release of B. P. Schulberg 
Production. ‘Stars Ruth Chatterton; fea- 
tures Otto Kruger, Lionel Atwill. Directed 
by Marion Gering. Story, Katherine 
Brush; screen play, Jos. Anthony, Zoe 
Akins; camera, Ted Tetzlaff; editor, Viola 
Lawrence. At Astor, N. Y., week Feb. 20, 
‘36. Running time, 73 mins. 

Celia Whittaker ...... Ruth Chatterton 





David ce seretaneoesece n Otto Kruger 
Bees OU ROR IOON Ss kb a ss 6 hb ss Lionel Atwill 
WOO erg «sds sema aban © - Marian Marsh 
Michael 49 34 8kHS 6 Swed a4s -. Lioyd Nolan 
Richard ee eeesveesséveeece Robert Allen 
Mrs. Whittaker ....... Elisabeth Risdon 
AUN Harriet ...ccccseces Nana Bryant 
Pe a. ae + Esther Dale 

Ruth Chatterton, back to the 


screen after a long absence, is still 
having trouble with her offspring. 
This time she is also having trouble 
with the play, the direction and oc- 
casionally with the photography. 
It might be well to include the 
make-up man who makes her look 
older in 1914 than in 1936. She will 
not lend much strength to dual 
bills and will have stormy weather 
on the singles, if any. 

Story derives from a novel by 
Katherine Brush and it has been 
done into a play by Joseph Anthony 
and Zoe Akins, but it adds up a 
creaky old fashioned and stilted 
production of a _ story hard to 
swallow. In its dialog it suggests 
the days when ‘East Lynne’ and 
‘10 Nights in a Bar Room’ battled 
it on the provincial fronts and 
Clara Morris was hot stuff in ‘Ar- 
ticle 47.’ Since then much progress 
has been made in rendering dialog 
easy and natural, but not here. The 
talk is often hackneyed, the 
dramatic moments are hokum and 
the direction is stiff. It’s just- one 
of those productions that petered 
out all along the line. 

Miss Chatterton falls in love with 
Lloyd Nolan, who is poor. Her am- 
bitious father gets him over to the 
war. When he finds that he has 
been a bit too late and that he is 
due to become a grandpop, he 
hustles her over to France. Nolan 
dies before he can marry her and 
she is permitted to keep the child 
only on condition she pass it off 
as her sister. All of this is told in 
flashback about midway of the pic- 
ture. The story opens with Marian 
Marsh, the pseudo sister, telling 
Robert Allen, a young physician, 
that since he will not share his 
poverty with her, she is going 
abroad to pick up a rich man. He 
loves her well enough to tell her 
it is a bright idea. Presently she 
is back home with Otto Kruger, 
who before he meets the mother 
formally, encounters her in the 
park. She is grieving over a dog 
some boys have been worrying. This 
shows she has a good heart, so 
Kruger sits on a park bench with 
her to tell her he is going to marry 
a girl he doesn’t love because he 
asked her to. When they meet, a 
few scenes later, she tries to talk 
daughter into breaking it off, but 
best she gets is the suggestion she 
wants Kruger for herself. She starts 
to reveal her real relationship so 
Lionel Atwill, her dad, has her ség- 
regated and under the care of two 
strong armed nurses. However, she 
manages to get out to stop the wed- 
ding, acquire Kruger for herself, and 
toss Miss Marsh to her real heart. 

Film has been fairly well cut, but 
photography is not always good and 
twice shadows are cast in the 
wrong places. In one pose, where 
she holds for a dissolve into the 
flashback, the right side of Miss 
Chatterton’s face is almost black- 
ened by the shadow of a leaf, which 
has moved over to the left of her 
nose when the flashback ends. 

Miss Chatterton is comely in the 
modern episode, but in the 1914 
period an excess of makeup gives 
her face both size and age. In these 
scenes she suggests a middle aged 
stage soubret made up for a sweet 
young thing. It hurts the effect. 
In her proper person Miss Chatter- 
ton manages occasionally to be ef- 
fective in spite of the handicap of 
the play and_ direction. Marian 
Marsh is forced to be too cloyingly 
sweet as her child. The others are 
similarly handicapped, Kruger doing 
better than the others. But as a 
whole an excellent cast is wasted. 

Chic, 


TRAUMULUS 


(GERMAN MADE) 

Berlin, Feb. 7. 
production ; and ‘Tobis 
Cinema release. Stars Emil Jannings.. Di- 
rected by Carl Froelich. Scenario, R. A. 
Stemmle and Erich Ebertmayer; based on 
play by Arno Hoiz. 


Carl Froelich 





(In German) 

Best vehicle Jannings has had 
since ‘Blaue Angel,’ the Sternberg- 
Marlene Dietrich picture of five” 
years ago, and the best acting he 
has #one since then. 

Though here again he takes the 
part of an artless professor at a 
boys’ school, he is leagues ahead of 
his former interpretation. Not a 
trace of his earlier smug mannerism 
is to be found. He is now the ripe 
artist whose means are infinitely 
more simple and more direct. With 
a new subtlety and a new finesse, 
getting his effects through restraint, 

ot excess, he creates his part with 

ich consummate mastery that this 
characterization easily ranks with 
the best individual performances of 
the year. 





Traumulhrs fs the nickname given 
by his pupils to their idealistic 


teacher and director, Professor Nie- 
meyer, whose sincere belief in the 
good of mankind and that of his 
pupils makes him an easy mark. 
Just before the final exams, and 
contrary to the rigid school rezula- 
tions, the best of his students, Karl 
von Zedlitz, goes to a disreputable 
restaurant, spends the rest of the 
night with a girl, and does not re- 
turn to the dormitory until early 
morning. 

This incident is grist on the mills 
of Niemeyer’s enemies. Zedlitz de- 
nies everything, believing that by 
doing so he will make good and help 
his esteemed teacher. -But he only 
manages to aggravate the scandal 
and, when he realizes this, he com- 
mits suicide. But through the boy's 
ultimate sacrifice Niemeyer gains 





new faith. He has a greater mis- 
sion now, to teach youth not to es- 
cape from life, but to conquer it. 

Like in his earlier ‘Maedchen in 
Uniform,’ Froelich, the director, 
again has brought to the drama the 
refreshing atmosphere of youth, but 
this time contrasted with a strong 
dose of satire on pre-war German 
bureaucracy. To brutally cut the 
sharp rhythm of a brass band into 
the tragic continuity of the ending 
characterizes the Fatherland of to- | 
day equally as well as that of 25 
years ago, of course. 

‘Traumulus’ is without doubt the 
most exceptiona] product of the sea- 
son here. Trask. 


Non Ti Conosco Piu 


(‘1 Don’t Know You Any More’) 
(ITALIAN™ MADE) 
Rome, Feb. 14. 
(In Italian) 

This film based on a comedy by 
Aldo de Benedetti, probably the 
most frequently filmed playwright 
of Italy, and has an amusing plot. 

Young husband is surprised by 
his young wife at his office, hold- 
ing his stenographer in his arms. 
Exit wife in great rage, followed 
by contrite hubby, who really had 
just been playing, not been deeply 
involved with the sec. Follows a 
scene outside the wife’s room, from 
which issue sounds of great grief 
and wrath; then complete and omi- 
nous silence. 

And finally out walks the young 
wife, quiet and composed, as if 
nothing had happened—with only 
this somewhat disturbing change in 
her behavior: that she no longer 
recognizes her husband. Appears to 
see in him only a very annoying and 
repulsive stranger, whom she orders 
the servant to put out of the house. 
Plot thickens when the young doc- 
tor called in by hubby is ,hailed 
by the wife as her husband. 

But it all ends with no disastrous 
results. 

Elsa Merlini and the gentlemen 
De Sica and Viarisio do nicely with 
the three lead parts and Nunzio 
Malasomma has done some fine 
work in directing. Heln, 


ROSA DE FRANCIA 


(‘Rose of France’) 
Madrid, Feb. 10. 

Fox production and distribution; John 
Stone, producer. Directed by Gordon Wiles. 
Based on play by Eduardo Marquina and 
Luis Fernandez Ardavin; adaption and dia- 
log, Jose Lopez Rubio; camera, Joseph 
MacDonald; musical direction, Samuel Kay- 
lin. At Madrid-Paris theatre, Madrid, 
Feb. 3. Running time, 70 mins, 
Cast: Rosita Diaz, Julio Pena, Antonio 
Moreno. Consuelito Frank, Enrique de 
Rosas, Don Alvarado, Maria Calvo, Rosa 
Rey, Jose Pena Pepe Tito Davidson, 
Chito Alonso, Carlos “Montalban, Julio 
Abadia, Rafael Alvir, Martin Garralaga, 
Manuel Paris, Aura Silva, Germaine de 
Neel, Lucio Villegas, Rubi Gutierrez, Maria 
Luisa Sierra, Darcy Corrigan. 





(In Spanish) 

Fox closed down on {ts Holly- 
wood production of Spanish tongue 
pix with ‘Rosa de Francia’ and, 
curiously enough, ‘Rosa’ is the best 
of the Spanish turnout. It should 
do well in all Spanish language 
countries. 

Local producers will learn plenty 
from ‘Rosa’ from a technical stand- 
point because, for probably the first 
time, Hollywood has succeeded in 
giving a Spanish film some of the 
technical excellence supplied to 
English language productions. Here- 
tofore dialog and action have lagged 
and smoothness was absent. Maybe 
it was the difficulty of handling the 
lingo. In ‘Rosa’ this seems to have 
disappeared. . : 

Gordon Wiles turned out a skill- 
ful job in transferring Marquina’s 
historical play to the screen, while 
Jose Lopez Rubio's adaptation and 
dialog are tops. 

‘Luisa Isabel de Orleans, Duchess 
of Montpensier, ‘Rose of France,’ is 
married to the Prince of Asturias of 
Spain, heir to the throne. Because 
his parents, King Philip V and 
Queen Isabel, do not trust France, 
they prohibit the crown prince from 
consummating the marriage. Young, 
beautiful crown princess, exasper- 
ated by the lack of attention. shown 
her by her husband in name only, 
attempts to arouse him into action 


by stirring his jealousy. Prince, 
who also is dissatisfied with his 
situation, finally succumbs to her |! 


blandishments in a scene in which | 
misunderstandings disappear and 
love triumphs, in disobedience to the 
mandates of the royal parents. 
Rosita, Diaz, as the vivacious 
crown princess, gives an able per- 
formance which augurs well for her 
future. Others standing out in the 





cast are Consuelito Frank, Antonio | 
Moreno and Enrique de Resas. Z'ff.  ' 





MY MARRIAGE 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel proe- 
duction. Features Claire Trevor, hent 
Taylor, Pauline Frederick, Paul Kelly and 
Thomas Keck. Directed by George Archain- 
baud. Story and adaptation, Frances Hyland; 
film editor, Alex Troffey; camera, Barney 


McGill. At Jefferson, N. Y., three days, 
Feb. 20-21-22, '36. Running time, €8 mins. 
Carel BAPWis..ciauaesscscecas Claire Trevor 
John DeWitt Tyler, 3d......... Kent Tay!or 
dirs. DeWitt Tyler, 2d....Pauline Frederick 
oy ere ere Paul Kelly 
RRO. ENS csc ce datanccdas Helen Wood 
a. SO rerrres yy ‘Thomas Bock 
i ee eee Beryl Mercer 
Mate Vase... 0 6ss0% bomesee -Henry Kolker 
Sir Fhillip Burleigh. :........s0. Colin Tapley 
MO: slwe's 0 cbnedet 006s « Frank Dawson 
es bw das 05 65 805466400 040 3Zarbara Blane 
wet. scans go cceccewecbessesccests Lynn Beri 
BOtMOU Gs s5.06 6 cen eceivesac ced Paul McVey 

Fairly well plotted and pretty 


capably produced as well as played, 
‘My Marriage’ manages to hold its 
own for the neighborhood trade, and 
in some spots ought to be able to 
protect the box office without a com- 
panion picture. Cast, while well 
fitted to the assignments called for, 
cannot be expected to provide much 
ticket window lure. 

Sol M. Wurtzel produced from an 
original story by Frances Hyland, 
who also adapted. The yarn follows 
a pattern: designed to suit screen 
purposes, but in some respects suf- 
fers from a lack of strength from 
dialog. Big scene which the girl has 
with her mother-in-law was wide 
open for hotter dialog and more 
dramatically emotional punch than 
Miss Hyland gave it. In a few spots 
the dialog is a bit wishy-washy, but 
on action the story carries its plot 
along in such a manner as to hold 
the interest satisfactorily. 

Direction of George Archainbaud 
is even, although along conventional 
lines, while in the selection of set- 
tings the Wurtzel staff has enhanced 
the pictorial value of the picture. 
The country estate sets are particu- 
larly impressive, both indoor and 
out. Photographically, Barney Me- 
Gill's job is up to standard. In the 
eutting ‘My Marriage’ has been 
brought down to its meat with a 
couple of exceptions, running time 
being only 68 minutes, a convenient 
clocking for dual billers. 

A society drama more than any- 
thing else, the action centers largely 
around the difficulties of a marriage 
that isn’t accepted in high society 
or by the girl’s in-laws with apr 
enthusiasm. Claire Trevor is hand- 
ed the part of the young lady whose 
father is killed by gangsters. It gives 
her the first inkling that her highly 
respected father actually was the 
owner of big gambling casinos and 
figured in racketeering. 

Son of a snooty Blue Book family 
marries her just the same, and she’s 
accepted into this same family for 
only one purpose—that the marriage 
may he broken up. The mother of 
the boy who married the gambler’s 
daughter plots to break up the mar- 
riage, and nearly does. The de- 
nouement brings out that another 
son of the snobbish, scheming ma- 
tron led the murderers unwittingly 
to accomplishment of the murder. 

Miss Frederick plays the design- 
ing and finally forgiving mother-in- 
law. She gives a smart perform- 
ance all the way, stealing the show 
from the others. Kent Taylor satis- 
factory on the love interest, while 
Paul Kelly makes a good cop. 

Char. 


LEICHTE KAVALLERIE 


(‘Light Cavairy’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 

UFA production and release. Stars Ma- 
rika Roekk; features Fritz Kampers, Hans 
Sehlettow. Directed by Werner Hochbaum, 
Music, Hans-Otto Borgmann. At 79th St., 
N. Y., week Feb. 7, '36. Running time, 





80 mins. 

Rocika ..... ocrveotecanestess -meern REE 
Cherubini ......+se+eseee+---Fritz Kampers 
POUR. ccvvcctctecoeses Sbbedececce Kar! Hellmer 
Geza von Rakos........+-- Heinz Von Cleve 
PAIMIOs pcictiveses Hans Adalbert Schlettow 
MarR ccccccccecestcevsseess Lotte Lorring 
Hanmi .ccccccceccecvsscsvccsecs Cilly Feindt 
Francont .ccccocvecces Fr. Schroeder-Schrom 
PICCrO .ccccccccccvcccessccccces Osker Sima 
Catelas. ccccccescsescssece Hildegard Sessak 


(In German) 

This is a filmization of the THlun- 
garian circus-play which first start- 
ed that sort of thing and which cul- 
minated in its latest and finest form 
as ‘Jumbo’ in New York. Marika 
Roekk, capable Hungarian girl who 
starred in the original in Budapest, 
was brought to Berlin by Ufa to 
make the film, But it’s an ali around 
muff, 

It's a better story than the one in 
use in ‘Jumbo,’ although more com- 
plicated, but it doesn’t screen. Also 
the effect of the circus glamour, the 
sawdust activity and hectic action is 
lest, Ufa generally is good at this 
sort of thing, so maybe the story 
simply doesn’t project itself well. 
Probably what it amounts to is that 
German producers today are so har 
ried by ‘governmental and propa- 
ganda problems that when they try 
to get away from it all—as in this 
case—they've lost their cunning. 
Ufa, after all, did make a strong 
and fine circus film once, a picture 
called ‘Variety.’ 

Another difficulty with this film 





is that Miss Roekk can’t make it as 
a screen actress, She's not unpretty 
but hasn't the personality or photo- 
genic charm that is needed for star- 
dom. Fritz Kampers, the only really 
good actor in the supporting cast, 
is the heavy. losing out considerably 
that way. The juve is Hans Adal- 
bert Schlettow, who likes to pose too 
much. 

Production {s heavy and slow, and 
pace is completely lacking. Kavwf. 
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A THERNECKS 
LOWELL PROGRAM 


Direction, Cast, 
Prod’n All Rate 


“LEATHERNECKS HAVE LANDED” 
(Republic) 
Direction: ----------:- Howard Bretherton 
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House Reviews 





STATE, N. Y, 


(Continued from page 18) 
musicians and others could also be 
shaved a little to bring the running 
time down, if desired. 

Apollon, one of the eleverest 
showmen from the old vaudeville 
yanks to hold his own, marches his 
string bunch of 12 boys out early 
and through them injects a lot of 
comedy into the performance. One 
of the boys does a vocal solo and 
ancorks a good voice. He also scores 
strong with his guitar number. 

Apollon is on deck most of the 
time, introducing his people and 
clowning with them. He brings out 
quite a number of specialty enter- 
tainers but saves Johnny Woods for 
the last. He’safind. He does dialect 
and impersonations that will carry 
him into the big leagues. Woods 
opens with a display of dialectics, 
then does imitations of Fred Allen, 
Eddie Cantor, Al Jolson, Cab Callo- 
way, Bing Crosby, Boake Carter, 
Ben Bernie and some others, all of 
them excellent. His impressions of 
Allen, Carter and Cantor are out- 
standingly: good. 

Up ahead Sara Ann McCabe sings 
a couple of numbers of wide diverg- 
ence, ‘Irish Eyes are Smiling’ and a 
Spanish ditty. She’s fair. Another 
specialty artist is Melisa Mason, 
rubber-legged, high-kicking dancer. 
Hers is a rather novel and amusing 
routine. Farther down on the bill 
Apollon himself does a la Cucuracha 
dance with Ruth Del Rio, in addi- 
tion to topping it with a laugh bit. 

Bines girls essay a ballet number 
to Kreisler music about middle, It 
isn’t so much but gets by. 

Business particularly heavy 
Friday night at the 9 o'clock show, 
with Apollon undoubtedly aiding 
the picture ‘Riff Raff’ (MIG) on the 
draw, That he’s well known around 
town and weleeme was indicated by 
a good reception the minute he 
came on Friday evening. Char. 


GRAND O. H., N. Y. 


More laughs than usual in the 
quartet of stage acts presented over 
the weekend. Last few weeks have 
been. short on the chuckles at this 
house, but they came back in good 
force with this program. Kirk and 
Lawrence, opener are sure-fire, and 
next.to closing act, Floyd Chrystie 
and Co. (2) clinches whatever has 
come before in this amusement end. 
Stage department's program utilizes 
40 minutes and runs off smoothly. 
Orchestra also losening up with 
more harmonious music. 


Kirk and Lawrence are on dummy 
mustangs set for wild west capers. 
One operates his fake steed in 
sprightly manner, and = garners 
laughs with the frisky antics. His 
partner is a girl, who foils easily, 
and introduces the imitations of 
Sitting Bull and Buffalo Bill toward 
the end. 

Smart Set Four deuces for sing- 
ing groove and doing it well enough. 
They’re under New Acts. Same for 
Floyd Chrystie and Co., though it 
does not look particularly fresh. It's 
comic acrobatics. 


Don Costello flash (5) closes, and 
has been seen before in various 
guises, though current array in- 
cludes four girls with the leader. 
Standard hoofing is the main talent 
which is sampled, but it gets so 
repetitious that whatever energy, is 
installed into the routines is lost. 
The girls hold up the dancing end 
mostly. Costello plays the piano, 
sings via microphone and then dis- 
ports in a tango tap which would 


shape up better with neater 

routining. Act is costumed fresh. 

‘Last of Pagans’ (MGM), screen. 
Bral. 


EARLE, PHILLY 
Philadelphia, Feb, 22. 
For the sixth straight week the 


Earle has a screen name heading the 
Stage bill. This time it’s Gene Ray- 
mond, who also has a part in the 
current picture, ‘Love on a Bet.’ On 
the whole, Raymond hasn't much to 
offer for p.a. His crooning is only 
fair. He brings a name, pleasing 
manner, but little talent, 
Introduced by screening a bit of 
‘Sadie McKee’ showing him singing 
to Joan Crawford from theatre box, 
Raymond appears in person in Earle 
box when spot is turned on him. 


It's novel stunt and good for hand. | 


Raymond then ankles onto stage, 
where he shows modest, likable per- 
sonality. But that’s all. Sings four 


numbers, 

Opener is ‘California levels,’ 
dancing melange with five girls and 
two men. All in all, it’s okay as- 
Ssortment, for most part made up 
of variety of taps. gest of lot is 
inale duo, who prance some nifty 


tapping when they stop trying to 


stomp through stave floor. rheir 
softer stuff is far the best. 

On next are Nonchalants, trio of 
comedy acrobats. Their tricks are 
heat and done with maximu 


howmanship. Laughs in even most 
difienlt stunts are big help. But { 
could be faster without harm. Ed- 
ie Peabody, with his femilar banjo 
ict, is next, and he keeps interest 
bei bo'line point eM throueh bie turn 
“or pure entertainment, this portion 





of the bill is far and away the 
class. Only bad item of turn is his 
unfortunate boast of list of radio 
programs on which ‘you've heard 
me.’ 

Remaining act Is Fred Lightner, 
comic. His material is much similar 
to what he showed last visit, but 
he’s collected a new foil in the in- 
terim. Lady, slim, blonde looker, 
calls herself June Havoc, but she 
didn’t cause one at show caught. 
Lightner and the girl collar plenty 
of laughs. At times he seems to 
ad lib, but that may be in the act, 

Hobe, 


SHEA’S, TORONTO 


Toronto, Feb. 22. 








Good old vaude at the Shea spot 
this week, with nothing outstanding 


on the marquee for the locals, but | 


a speedily-paced bill that is diverse 
in talent. Dish was concocted by 
Harry Anger, who got up from a 
sick bed to stage it, and is still 
shaky; dances by Dorothy Wood, 
who stepped out of the line to take 
over when the former ballet-mis- 
tress had to leave unexpectedly. 

Lela Moore is top-biller with her 
‘Dance of the Lovers.’ Had no dif- 
ficulty in whamming on novelty. 
Also receiving an ovation at the 
finish is Nina Olivette. Knockabout 
blonde comedienne is assisted by 
Murray and King, unbilled, the trio 
doing a series of dance travesties 
in which Miss Olivette takes lots of 
punishment, then a comedy song 
with plenty of gaucheries, and a 
ballroom adagio burlesque that 
socks, 

Milt Douglas and a couple of 
stooges are in the deucer for the 
first half of their split act, male 
stooge in the box and girl opposite 
Douglas in a screwy-dame role. 
Mixture of slapstick, gags and may- 
hem scores in both halves. 
aboard are Reilly and Delton for 
songs, the pair possessing plenty of 
lung power in the old melody style 
and in no need of the p. a. system. 
Closer is Jimmie Evans for clever 
pedalogy, toe-juggling three huge 
balls, then to the table and finishing 
with a bed which he manipulates 
from foot to foot in an amazing 
manner. Over big. 

Opening has the line girls on full 
stage in drum majors’ uniforms and 
bearskins, half the line equipped 
with drums, for a military drill that 
is eye-and-ear-filling. Line later 
back in pink draperies for a wand 
routine, very graceful. For the Lela 
Moore build-up, half the girls are in 
male attire. Ribbon routine finishes. 
Bill runs 68 minutes. 

Kathleen Stokes back at the organ 





in classical transitions. _ Feature, 
‘Lady of Secrets’ (Col), McStay. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 


Statistics for Friday night (21) 
are as follows: Fox, 12; Paramount, 
9; Universal, 8; Pathe, 3; Hearst, 3. 
To which add one color short in 
which Paramount and Popular 
Science Magazine collaborated. Some 
of the clips (tabulated by captions) 
contain more than one item under 
inclusive heads, such as ‘Names in 
the News.’ 

Program opens with footage about 
the Coast Guard. This is a peculiar 
choice,. since it scarcely rates the 
lead-off position, a fact which is 
emphasized by the routining and 
editing of the next several items, 
forming a sensible ‘front page’ se- 
quence. Coast Guard item is‘there- 
fore sort of a detached a-_.d floating 
prolog to the main events. News- 
r 2ls have been having a flirtation 
with this branch of Uncle Sam's 
government. This takes the form of 
stressing close-ups of the service 
insignia. Similar footage appeared 
in last week’s program and, at the 
Rialto theatre, an entire 20-minute 
short is devoted to the first-aiders, 

Following Ed Thorgeson’s spieling 
of the Winter Olympics (Fox) there 


follows in. significant rotation 4 
Paramount item dealing with the 
murder of a Nazi press agent by 


a Swiss Jew, a Hearst preachment 








Also | fable 


|} that often. 





on tolerance that shows Catholic, 
Protestant and Jew breaking bread, | 
a Pathe development of Alpine war | 
zames by German and Italian troops. | 
After this there is swimming in| 


Miami's tepid natatoriums, flowers | 


not in the botany text books, rab- 
bits cavorting in the snow, enor- 
mous rubies and mushroom-sized 
diamonds glittering on the dainty 


' 
| bodies of female upper crusters and | 


sportsmen chasing fish. This burst 


of trivia is calculated to break up, | 
land does. the serious association 
of ideas inherent in the Olympic- 


political assassination-tolerance ser- 
mon-troops batting order. 

Olympic stuff is confined to sports 
Marching of the athletes is shown 

it very little of the German set- 
iing ‘the eonditions under which 
the games are conducted, So con- 
subiect and 


or 


one con- 


iroversial a 


which curiosity is rife could 


eernine 

ave been more fully treated, even 
the expense of omitting scenes 
ho-ving a new power plant in Spail 
Denver library’s collection of 
mo novels, a French sailor kiss- 
ing his famitv vood-bve, or the Man 

» ents eight steaks, 
There seems to be little con- 


Organist Sells Tickets 


Lynchburg, Va., Feb. 25. 

Della Deen Orr’s organ pro- 
grams are washed up for the 
present at the Paramount the- 
atre but the Alabama gal is 
doing a daily console stint 
over the Virginia Broadcast- 
ing System’s chain via WLVA, 














She also doubles as the 
Paramount's cashier in her 
spare time, 

scious editing once the weighty 


items are disposed of, 
to mix ’em up for 
Matters of similar 
clustered. Fires and 
cana and explosions 
through the 
running time. 


Main idea is 
variety’s sake, 
character not 
kings, Ameri- 
are attered 
hour-and-something 


Seems too bad that the talking | 
accompaniment has eliminated the 
j;newsreel date-line. People like to 
know where in the world things 


| happen. Spielers are often tardy in 


naming the place, In the case of 
the farmer who wakes up to find his 


barn has been swallowed 90 feet 
underground by a subterranean 
river it is not disclosed until the 
very end that this oecurred in 


Florida. 
Comment isn’t uniformly satisfac- 
tory because of the various tangents 


often adopted by the boys. In play- | 


ing up details they neglect that 
trite but blessed rule—‘tell it in the | 
first paragraph.’ 


Badly staged and poorly explained 
is the publicity stunt involving 
presentation by the State of Okla- 
homa of a banner to Jean Hersholt. 


| This is a Fox clip and directly men- 


tions the Dionne film in which Her- 
sholt impersonates Doctor Dafoe. 

Lew Lehr is not very funny again 
this week, A swell novelty in news- 
reel treatment of oddities when first 


brought out, Fox persists in doing 
lat least one Lew Lehr nonsense 

weekly. And there isn’t an 
appropriate subject for his talents 


Public has to stand for 
the good with the bad, and Lehr will 
have to share the notices on the 
same basis. 

Lehr in his alter ego is also rep- 
resented on this program with ‘Ad- 
ventures of the Newsreel Camera- 
man.’ This is library stuff put to- 
gether on a broad pattern — in this 
case dealing with photography at 
dizzy heights. Nicely edited and 
announced straight by Lehr. 

Of the international stuff the 
Hindu congress in Indfa is stand- 
out, Fox responsible. Boy King of 
Siam also good, but the King of 
Denmark too far from the camera 
to mean anything. Newsreels re- 
main stingy on those human in- 
terest details which are relished by 
the layman. While routine swim- 
ming meets and bear cubs get lots 
of time there seems a paradoxical 
disposition to hold down really im- 
portant items of historic value. 
Land, 


Pathe Postpones Meet 


Directors of Pathe Film Corp. will 
not meet today (26) as scheduled, 
this session having Seen postponed 
until an indefinite date in March. 
Reason for postponement is that 
Pathe directors want to wait until 
financial statement is ready which 
will not be until about March 21, 

As result no action on preferred 
dividend probably will be taken for 
several weeks. The regular $1.75 
quarterly divvy due on April 1, 
Pathe having paid $3.50 on the new 
$7 preference issue to date, 








is 





Legislation 


La.’s Anti-Pix Ideas 
New Orleans, Feb. 25. 
Plans to protect interests of in- 
dustry from possibility of adverse 
measures when the Louisiana legis- 
lature convenes in May being made 
by exhibitors and exchange men, 
as well as Gulf States MPTOA, 
Two measures frequently men- 
tioned are one to provide examining 
board for projectionists and an- 
other aimed at the various forms of 
giveaways. 


Children Under 16 
Albany, Feb. 25. 

The legislation is asked let 
down the against children of 
16 and under attending theatres 
without adult Cities 
be authorized remove the 
under a bill introduced by 
Lazarus Joseph, Democrat, 
the Bronx. Local ordinances 
to designate what 


to 
bars 


escort. 
to ban, 


Senator 


would 


be required 


atres the children could patronize 
unattended, Theatres would have 
io set aside special sections for the 
kids, with two matrons atching 
over them. The provisions of the 


bill do not apply to ehildren under 








would | 


from | 


the- | 


Stock 


Market 





(Continued from page 6) 
Technicolor, at 263g, up 50c.; RKO, 
at 9%, up  five-eighths; 20th 
Century-Fox pfd., at 3744, a gain of 
13g; Warner Bros., at 145%, up 
three-eighths; and the preferred, at 
57%, up seven-eighths. 


The new 1936 low prices were 
established by Columbia Pictures 
ctfs., at 36, off 35; on the week; 


Columbia Pix pfd., at 47, down 2 
points; Loew’s common, at 48, a loss 
of 35%; Paramount 2d pfd., at 11%, 
a decline of five-eighths; and Co- 
lumbia Pictures common (on curb), 
at 39%, off 41%. Loew bonds also 
registered a new low at 1027. 
Aside from marked strength in 
Warner and 20th-Fox issues, amuse- 
ment list put on a sorry front. This 
was not unlooked for after consider- 


able weakness developed in Loew 
common, rated bell wether of 
amusements, and spread to Co- 


lumbia Pix stocks and Paramount 


| issues, 


Revelation of large salaries paid 
corporation executives never held as 
especial pleasant reading by traders 
in the past probably influenced sell- 
ing of some Loew stocks. 
public is pretty much familiar with 
salary set-up for Loew high bracket 
officials, release of figures by SEC 
recently undoubtedly figured in the 
stock slump. 


Other Wall street observers held 
that the recently published quar- 
terly report also was dragged in as 
an excuse for disposing of stock, | 


Heavy write-offs for some of Metro’s 
most costly productions cared for in 
this quarter so that the actual per 
common share earnings were lower 
than the comparable quarter in 
previous year. This did not exactly 
set so well with many of trading 
fraternity who have become ac- 
customed to seeing most large .in- 
dustrial companies come through 
with a betterment in earnings com- 
pared with 1934, 

Both factors undoubtedly aided 
the slump, although shrewd traders 
believed that apparent neglect of 
amusement division as a whole also 
figured in set-up. Company at last 
reports was easily covering common 
dividend requirements of $2 per 
share annually, and the present 
price is not out of line with divvy 
payments. 

While it did not drop below pre- 
vious low, Paramount Ist pfd. felt 
brunt of selling directed at Para- 


mount group. Stock was off 4 
points during early dip Monday 
(24). Came back at close to 78% 


where it showed a loss of 3% points. 
Par common and the second pre- 
ferred also had to contend with 
considerable selling, both being off 
fractionally at the blow-off, 
Lack of Interest 

Columbia Pictures ctfs., the pre- 
ferred and the common fell back 
from lack of interest more than 
anything else. The common dropped 
4% points to its new low at 39% on 
the exchange of less than 100 
shares. Preferred finished on bot- 
tom at 47 as slightly more than 
1,600 shares changed hands. Small 
activity also in Columbia Pix cer- 
tifilicates, tlris issue being down 
more than 4 points at one juncture. 
Probably some disappointment be- 
cause no dividend action has been 





While the | 





914. Fell back at finish to 8%. Ex- 
pectation that some sort of a re- 
organization set-up may be an- 
nounced given as an excuse for 
bulling this issue. Smart recovery 
in 20th Century-Fox stocks came 
Monday (24). This movement pushed 
the common up a point to 2742, its 
previous high for this year. The 
preferred lifted 50c. to new top, 
showing 1% points gain at close. 
Big drive in Warner Bros. issues 
came earlier in week, with the com- 
mon hitting new peak at 145s. 
Later selling pushed it back a point, 
leaving stock with only a small 
fractional gain. Same was partially 
true of the preferred, which regis- 
tered new high at 57%. Wound up 
more than a point lower at 56%. 
Eastman Kodak was caught in 
general buying of big industrial 
stocks, shooting to 161% and clos- 
ing at 161. Here it was up 1% 
points. The preferred dipped 2 
points to 160. 
Technicolor was 
among amusements 
hitting new top at 
level it sported a gain 
point. Selling after the release in 
N. Y. of ‘Trail of Lonesome Pine’ 
dropped the issue to 2254 around 
mid-week. Ability of this issue to 
recover from this slump indicated 
considerable inherent strength. Move 


the bright spot 
on the curb, 
26%. At this 
of about a 


|in Teck was predicated on belief 

i that ‘Trail’ would be a box office 
picture and indicate possible future 
use of color for outdoor films. 


Radio’s Div 

Radio Corporation directors meet 
this week on dividend for Radio 
Preferred A with indications that 
the present rate of $3.50 annually 
will not be disturbed. It yields 6.3% 
around present market price for the 
stock, 

Columbia Broadcasting’s two 
stocks continued under considerable 
pressure. This was more or less 
anticipated in view of way CBS is- 
sues have pushed ahead so consist- 
ently for about four weeks. Even 
at current levels, the stocks are 
priced only a few dollars below 
highs for year. 

While the market has confounded 
many smart market traders and 
chart readers alike, including pro- 
fessionals who found themselves in 
the category of ‘sold out’ bulls, the 
stock market Monday had a taste 
of what might happen if present 
mart is not supported. On that day 
there was a visible lack of interest 
on either side, and declines held the 
center of interest much of the time. 
Revival of bullish attitude towards 
utilities helped considerably to stem 
the decline. 

Factors of easy money, threat of 
inflation and_ restrictions which 
have kept many shoe-string traders 
on sidelines all have worked to- 
wards making current market a 
stable one. 

Amusement bonds were for most 
part reactionary, with healthy losses 
in several liens. Only General The- 
atre Equipment and Keith obliga- 
tions were able to show gains and 
these of fractional sort. 

Warner Bros. 6s hit 98, then re- 
treated. Closed near bottom at 95% 
for loss of 2%. Paramount Pic- 
tures 6s also were weak, dipping 
more than a point to 93%, near low 








taken to date figured in weakness.| for year. RKO, Loew and Para- 
In contrast, RKO continued its | mount-Broadway liens were off 
upswing, climbing to new peak at’ fractionally, 
Summary for week ending Monday, Feb. 24: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
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CANDID CAMERA SHOTS OF WELL 
KNOWN PEOPLE AT MARCH OF TIME 
PREVIEW IN NEW YORK—FEB. 11th 


John Martin, March of Time Editor and Managing Editor of TIME, talks over 
the new release with Ned Depinet, President of RKO Distributing Corporation. 





Left to Right—Thornton Delehanty, N. Y. Post’s Cinemacritic, Kenneth 
Hyatt, Manager of Radio City Center Theatre, and James H. McFarland of 
the Music Hall compare impressions. 





John Chapman, N. Y. News columnist (left), gives his first hand impressions 
as we look over the shoulder of RKO’S Director of Publicity and Advertising, 
S. Barret McCormick. 


Rene Maison, the Metropolitan’s new Belgian tenor (left), 
and Paul Ash, famed orchestra leader, with their charming 
friends from the Follies, June and Cherry Preisser, view No. 2. 








REVIEWS—NO. 2 FOR 1936—U. S. 


NEW YORK SUN—The current MARCH OF 
TIME deserves applause. This edition is 
certainly the best, a remark I’ve probably 
made when reviewing each issue, so surely 
and rapidly does this editorial newsreel 
improve. 


NEW YORK DAILY NEWS—Progress of Rus- 
sia’s second Five Year Plan... Hartman’s 
Solution delightfully demonstrated ...and 
amazing scenes of Father Divine’s No. 1 
heaven in Harlem . . . comprise the three 
interesting and graphic episodes in the 
new MARCH OF TIME. 


MOTION PICTURE DAILY—Extremely good 
with expert use of the camera, is the se- 
quence on Father Divine : . . who domi- 
mates a vast group of disciples centered 
in New York’s Harlem, 


VARIETY— Per usual, high-grade. Again 
MARCH OF TIME shapes up as sturdy 
subfeature material. 


NEW YORK TIMES —. 
usual high standard. 


MOTION PICTURE HERALD—...The release 
rates high in its succession. 


: s up to the series, 


CHARLOTTE NEWS—The screen has pro- 
duced only two real literary inventions: 
a little mouse that runs out of an inkbottle, 
and a dramatic method of presenting 
news, [HE MARCH OF TIME. ThejTIME 
product today gives continuity, spells out 
a story, tells why. 


SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW—. ; . continues 
to provide finer audience-pleasing stuff 
than more feature pictures than you'd 
care to remember. 


REVIEWS— GREAT BRITAIN 


GLASGOW SUNDAY MAIL— MARCH OF TIME 
: 3 s almost yanked me out of my seat. 
Terrific is just a mild way of describing 
this strong and meaty fare. 


NEWCASTLE SUNDAY SUN—MARCH OF TIME 
3.5 Cuts a new path through the jungle of 
everyday subjects and ideas. No rush to 
report weddings, sports, parades and 
floods, but a leisurely reconstruction of 


some outstanding events with the argu- 
ment clearly pointed. 

MANCHESTER EVENING CHRONICLE— When 
the first issue was shown. ; . the manage- 
ment received hundreds of letters asking 
when the next issue would be shown: 


DAILY DISPATCH—THE MARCH OF TIME cer- 
tainly the most sensational short feature 
ever seen on the screen. 


ee 


IMPORTANT! 


EXCLUSIVE EXPLOITATION 


Each month more than 4500 theatres show a new issue of The March of Time. 
Backing up their local effort is a powerful selling campaign that reaches 
millions—costs these theatres nothing. This month for an example: 


1—Double page in Fortune Magazine. 2—Page in Time, 3—50,000 gummed 
posters, “‘stills” from Russian episode by Lieca. 4—Page in color in 2 largest 
weekly magazines and in 5 other national magazines by International Truck 
(M.O.T. Camera Car). 5—American Dentai Society informs its 60,000 
members of the Hartman episode. 6—March of Time’s own advertising 
(this month 500 advertisements in 125 newspapers in 33 key cities). 7— 
Five nights a week, over the Columbia network, March of Time on the air. 


NOW IN MORE THAN 4500 THEATRES 
No. 2 for 1936 


LIFE BEGINS IN RUSSIA—THE 2nd FIVE YEAR PLAN 
HARTMAN DISCOVERY—NEW DENTAL PAIN KILLER? 
FATHER DIVINE—ENTERS 36 U. S. POLITICS 


MIN To 
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PRODUCED BY THE EDITORS OF TIME 
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Exploitation 


(Continued from page 27) 


terested to the extent of the re- 
quired stamps, Period preceded a 
department store session with a 
Ford giveaway attachment. Caught 
the crowd listening in for the big 
event. 

Goldenburg provided the library 
branches with bookmarkers giving 
dog titles and screened the picture 
for a women teachers’ group, horned 
in on sporting goods stores with 
good displays and then went after 
a columnist. 

Latter printed the euolgy with 
the suggestion that Barrymore’s de- 
livery might rival Laughton’'s Get- 
tysburg address from ‘Ruggles.’ 
Blew the bugle for ‘Ann’ in the face 
of the Eddie Cantor date. The dog 
eulogy is a natural and can be run 
for a lot of space—ticket selling 
space. 


Aired the Dominies 


Irwin Solomon, of Warner’s Lin- 
coln, Massillon, gave a morning 
session of ‘The Magnificent Obses- 
sion’ for the local ministers, timing 
it to end so that they could tell 
over a mike in the lobby what they 
thought of it. 

Airing had been advertised for 
four days in advance by the station, 
and considerable interest built up. 
As a supplement to the quotations 
in the newspapers and the lobby, 
this materially enlarges the number 
of persons reached. Most local sta- 
tions will appreciate a live wire 
spell for a morning period. 


Wright’s Right 

Dick Wright, Warner zone man- 
ager for Cleveland, has gotten out a 
special on ‘Beating the Blizzard 
Bugaboo’ that approaches the snow 
jinx from a new angle. It is his 
idea that since the stores and trac- 
tion companies are equal sufferers, 
it would be smart to enlist them in 
a campaign to get the people out. 
There’s a lot to that hint. 

He suggests that the stores be 
joined in the use of co-op pages, 
listing bargains and suggestions that 
these are too good to be missed just 
because the weather is not balmy. 
Pictures can carry the line ‘Don’t 
let the cold weather cheat you of 
seeing One of the year’s best pic- 
tures’, Then he suggests hooking 
the traction people to a two-for-one, 
a round trip for a one way fare, the 
return trip to be gained on a box 
office stamped transfer or other evi- 
dence of a paid fare. This to be paid 
for by a laudation of the comfort of 
the trolleys and the absence of 
parking and other cold weather 
troubles on the screen. 

All of this to be plugged over the 
radio through the Chamber of Com- 
merce on the store and general 
business angle. It may be too late 
to put in this campaign for the 
current cold snap, but it will come 
in handy later, so put it where you 
can find it in a hurry. 

In addition Wright uses the hot 
coffee suggestion and also recom- 
mends the snowbirds, or lath mount- 
ed window cards of specially printed 
urges, 








R-and-R 
Omaha. 

In this town where good exploita- 
tion stunts have been crowding each 
other of late, one to take on as 
quickly as any is the distribution of 
the round and round paper clips in 
connection with the showing of 
‘The Music Goes Round at the 
Brandeis. Some 20,000 of the wire 
clips have gone out through various 
channels and few are the people in 
town who haven't seen or asked 
about them. Best angle came in a 
kickback through a newskid who 
found the clips fit satisfactorily into 








SUNNIE 


Miss Sunnle O'Dea, who made her 
screen debut in support of Eddie 





Cantor in “Strike Me Pink,” and has 
just been assigned the role of “Kim” 
in Universal’s “Show Boat.” 











‘ 
Harrison Carrell in Los Angeles 
Evening Heretd and Express, Feb. 7: 
“. . « Featuring Suanie O'Dea. one of 


the country’s «leverest feminine tap 
dancers.’’ 


HOLLYWoob 
ZEPPO MARX 
AGENCY, INC, 


NEW YORK 
LEWIS SHURR 
AL MELNICK 





a gum machine near the theatre and 
had possessed nearly 50 gumballs 
before being found out. Clips were 
passed out by hand, by cards, in 
lobby and window displays, but 
best tie-up was made with Postal 
telegraph which passed out cards 
carrying the clips and explaining 
the dates and place of the film's 
showing along with the line that 
Postal goes round and round the 
world. 

Exploitation through these clips 
was made along with several of the 
regular run of tie-ups including de- 
partment stores, music stores and 
counters and previews. In a visual 
way the publicity staff arranged a 
tie-up with Phillips Petroleum Co., 
which ran two large display ads in 
the dailies on the idea that good 
lubrication can make your starter 
and motor go round and round 
easily in the extreme weather hit- 
ting this section. 

Bill Parker of the Chicago Col- 
umbia office in Omaha aiding Louise 
Cotter working out the campaign. 
Parker concentrated mostly on 
radio coverage via the records and 
transcriptions. Both report the round 
and round idea one of the handiest 
to exploit in recent months, 





Automobile Stuff 

Manager who is strong for spe- 
cialized mailing lists, has a stand- 
ing offer of a pair of tickets to any 
purchaser of an automobile who 
drives the car up to the theatre 
within a week of its purchase. 
Owner must offer the bill of sale to 
prove the date, and the paper is 
backstamped to prevent repeaters. 
Names go down on a special auto- 
mobile list. All dealers give the 
house some ad mention on the deal, 
but most of the town knows about 
it. Offer also holds good on pur- 
chase of used cars, the idea being 
to get all drivers. As a sample of 
how it is worked, a postcard on the 
Sir Malcolm Campbell _record- 
breaking in the newsreels was post- 
carded to the list and apparently 
added about $200 to the two-day 
showing. Similar lists are used for 
other interests, but the auto list is 
the largest. 

Tagging on the current safety 
drives, a manager has five pairs of 
seats up weekly for careful drivers. 
Selection is supposed to be made by 
the chief of police, who really does 
pick quite a number. Other tickets 
are given out on report of watch- 
ers at the bad traffic points. Cop- 
ping an idea from a VARIETY story, 
a trailer at each break urges patrons 
to be careful going home, Gets 
plenty of newspaper notice, since 
one paper is crusading, and it makes 
for friendliness, since winners go out 
and brag up their awards. 

Another house has had pilot cars 
out and all rural patrons have re- 
ceived postals reading: ‘Traveling 
at the legal speed of 25 miles an 
hour, it will take minutes to 
reach the Gordon theatre from your 
home, Start in time so you will not 
have to speed. We want you to get 
here all in one piece. Plenty of pa- 
trons have come just to test out the 
statement. Took a week to build 
up the idea, but appears to have 
paid, 








The P. 0. and Bank Nite 


Several exhibitors have asked 
howcome the post office can compel 
their local papers to refuse adver- 
tising for bank nite and screeno 
when the state courts have held the 
idea to be legal and the federal 
courts have offered no objections. 
The general trend of the letters 
seems to ask if the post office can 
put itseif in a position superior to 
the courts. 

Answer is that the post office de- 
partment is not seeking to put these 
lottery stunts out of business. It 
merely says that the mails shall not 
be used to further these schemes. 
It’s perfectly all right by the post 
office if the Gem theatre wants to 
hand out $50 every Friday night. 
But it can crack down if the Gem 
theatre seeks to use the mails to 
further its promotional efforts. It 
is against the postal laws and regu- 
lations of all states, the District of 
Columbia and our island possessions 
and local or state laws have nothing 
to do with it. The postal law says 
that the mails cannot be used to 
advertise a lottery. 

And a lottery is anything into 
which the element of chance enters 
to determine the distribution of a 
valuable prize. There is also the 
provision that right to this distribu- 
tion shall be gained through the 
payment ofa valuable consideration. 

And that ‘valuable consideration’ 
is the joker. If the distribution 
were to be held in the City Hall 
park, with no charge for tickets, it 
would still be held that attendance 
on the event would constitute the 
necessary valuable consideration. It 
has been held that opening an 
envelope to see if there was a prize 
inside was a valuable consideration. 
So what chance does bank nite 
stand if the winner must be in or 
near the house at the time the draw- 
ing is held? Even if no ticket is 
required, it is still a lottery and you 
cannot convince the post office in- 
spectors to the contrary belief. 








ce 





If the local Jaws permit the gam- 
ble, or even if the Federal court 


holds the idea lawful, the post office 
still is in a position to refuse the 
use of the mails to advertise the 
lottery. And advertisement does not 
hold to the direct advertising or 
bank nite. The casual mention of 
the fact in a free notice is a lottery, 
even a statement that Mrs. Brown 
was last night’s winner is an adver- 
tisement. And the mails may be 
barred to any newspaper giving 
publicity to that fact. 

The laws were enacted when 
every effort was being made to put 
the old Louisiana Lottery, later the 
Honduras Lottery, out of business. 
They did. But the laws have never 
been changed and it is still illegal to 
advertise anything from a sweep- 
stakes with a $100,000 top prize toa 
church raffle, for a soft pillow, and 
that law can be invoked by any 
citizen, any time, any city, town or 
hamlet. 

The post office cannot stop bank 
nite and similar stunts. But it can 
ston the advertising through the 
mails. And that is all it is trying 
to do, 





Personal Endorsements 


Evidently there have been reper- 
cussions on the personal endorse- 
ments used to get local trade ads. 
At any rate from two widely sep- 
arated points there have been is- 
sued orders to resident managers to 
be careful not to involve picture 
stars in direct statements of en- 
dorsement unless precisely such 
copy is offered in the press book on 
the picture. 

Dick Wright, Warner district 
manager in the Cleveland sector, 
has worked out a formula for his 
men, and in the M. & P. theatres, 
Boston, much the same thing has 
been done by the Boston staff. 

In Cleveland Wright wanted his 
boys ‘to hook up to the gas company 
on “The Magnificent Obsession,’ so 
he suggested this copy: ‘Irene Dunn, 
in ‘Magnificent Obsession,’ didn’t 
get $10,000 for this. As a matter of 
fact we don’t even know Irene 
Dunne (though we're not denying 
we'd like to) and she never said all 
these things about gas heating. But 
we know that if her Hollywood 
home were heated with gas that 
this is what she’d say if we asked 
her’ The copv runs on with a 
blurb for gas heating that is as con- 
vincing as though she had said it, 
though it is distinctly stated she 
did not give the opinion. 

In the M. & P. instance it was a 
beauty treatment with ‘You can 
have Greta Garbo’s glamour with 
this treatment.’ No kick here, 
either, though there is a definite 
hook in to the star. 

Seems to be a good plan for others 
to follow in using trade stills for 
merchant ads. It is not permitted 
to use the star as an endorser, but 
it is sufficient for the theatre and 
the local advertiser, which is all 
that is necessary. 

Good thing to keep in mind. 








Repeats 


Joe Weil, of Universal, liked the 
rainbow effect of a recent advertis- 
ing booklet so well he repeated— 
with variations. The original had 
each sheet of a different color and 
each page slightly larger than the 
one above letting each sheet serve 
as a self-index. 

For ‘Next Time We Love’ he uses 
a one tone paper, with a metallic 
cover a sort of mauve printed in 
purple ink. It made a swell book- 
let conveying the desired suggestion 
of class. Beauty of the idea is that 
in a small space he tells a lot and 
each bit of information can be 
spotted without opening the leaflet. 
Good enough to be made a standard 
format, 


On Blotters 


Advertising in reverse Is nothing 
new, but Charles Meuring, of War- 
ner’s Empress, Owensboro, Ky., put 
his argument for ‘Wife versus Sec- 
retary’ on blotters, giving the sug- 
gestion the text had been blotted 
from the original. Had to be held 
before a mirror to be read, but most 
of the recipients had mirrors—and 
curiosity. 


$6-$7 BLIZ GROSSES 


Northwest Cinemas Dipped From 
$400 Average Nightly to 6 Bucks 











Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 


The recent cold wave, the longest 
and most severe in Northwest 
weather bureau history, upset the 
boxoffice apple cart and brought a 
succession of alii-time low grosses 
for many spots, particularly the 
smaller ones. 

With occasional blizzards aggra- 
| vating the pathetic situation created 
by nearly six weeks of 10 to 50 be- 





low zero temperatures, .houses in 
jin Minnesota and North Dakota 
| ordinarily pulling $200 to $400 a 


night dropped as low as $6 and $7 a 
session. Numerous shows 
called off entirely. 

Instance is cited of one of Bennie 
| Berger’s out-of-town theatres. The 


\manager spent $1 for telephone toll 





iecharg j apolis to prod the},- are ; 
|charges to Minneapolis to prod | 25)—King of Damned 


llocal exchange into getting its film 
ito it for the night’s performance. 
The total take that night was $6. 


| 
| 
| 


were | 








|lowed by 


TED LEWIS AND ‘STORY’ 
$14,000 AT OMAHA ORPH 


Omaha, Feb. 25. 

(Best Exploitation: Brandeis) 

Theater row is looking up a bit 
with a break in the extreme ‘cold. 
Streak of sub-zero days finally 
broken at 32, with outlook for 
gradual rise from here out. It’s as 
welcome news as ever came this- 
away, though still right frosty out 
of doors. 

Omaha and Brandeis hit it com- 
paratively lucky opening in some 
fair atmosphere. Orpheum drew 
down a light snow for its Friday 
opening, but it was harmless, 

Orpheum will go to town with 
the perennial favorite, Ted Lewis, 
on the stage. Lewis always a draw 
here, and holds a record at this 
house. Despite the weather he is 
headed for pleasing money, but 
nothing like the record, those days 
just aren’t about these days. Up in 
prices here will aid in adding total, 
and doubtful if it will keep anyone 
away. 

In exploitation, Brandeis did a 
coverage job on ‘Music Goes Round’ 
with Louise Cotter having Bill 
Parker out of the Chicago Columbia 
office as a teammate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Blank-Tri-States) (2,- 
976; 35-55)—‘Exclusive’ (MG) and 
Ted Lewis. First of a series of 
vaude units scheduled for showing 
here. The high hatter always well 
liked here and with the tiff in prices 
will help himself and the Orph to 
good money. Despite the weather 
should land over $14,000, very good. 
Last week ‘Riffraff’ (MG), dualled 
with ‘Kind Lady’ (MG), so-so, but 
held over for an eighth day; $7,700. 

Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 
25-35-40)—“Round’ (Col). Getting 
big build-up. Started off satisfac- 
torily, though not a strong number 
as expected. In seven days, with 
‘You May Be Next’ (Col) as double 
bill, should come in around $5,000, 
no complaints. Last week ‘Lady 
Consents’ (RKO) joined with ‘An- 
other Face’ (RKO). Despite bum 
weather on opening, good enough 
to stay for eight days and draw 
$4,750. 

Omaha (Blank-Tri-States) (2,100; 
25-40) —"No Mercy’ (20th-Fox) and 
‘Metropolitan’ (20th-Fox), dual. 
Average entertainment, but compe- 
tition from the sister house is 
against it. May reach $5,800, fair 
enough under circumstances. Last 
week ‘Milky Way’ (Par) led the way 
to good money, $8,200, with ‘Paddy 
O’Day’ (20th-Fox) on the double 
bill. 


RETURN TO SINGLES 
TESTED IN SYDNEY 


Sydney, Jan. 29. 
Managers are feeling out the pub- 
lic here on quitting of dual bills in 
the ace spots. For the first time in 
years six leading cinemas are play- 


ing single feature bills and doing 
well at the b.o. Films are ‘Freckles’ 
(RKO), ‘Top Hat’ (RKO), ‘Metro- 
politan’ (Fox), ‘Pompeii’ (RKO), 
‘Good Fairy’ (U), and ‘Broadway 
Melody’ (M-G). All these are used 
with shorts and newsreels only. 

Not very long ago the market lo- 
cally was weak on shorts, with the 
public demanding duals or nothing. 
With the city aces making the first 
break away from duals, however, it 
is still regarded as doubtful whether 
single features will make good in 
the nabes. Nabe audiences insist, 
it is claimed, on shows running be- 
tween three and four hours. 

Smaller distribs are not so keen 
on the idea because duals always 
meant a spot for their product. If 
clicking, these hurt most will be the 
smaller British distribs, who. will be 
left with plenty of. pix on the ice, 


—_——— 


LINCOLN 
(Continued from page 10) 
‘Riffraff’ (MG). Harlow in this 
house a cinch for $2,700, very good. 
Last week ‘Had to Happen’ (20th 
in the neighborhood of $2,500, oke. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,350; 10-15-20- 
25-40)—‘Another Face’ (RKO) and 
the ‘Kit Kat Club’ revue. In for 
three days, then ‘Red Salute’ (UA) 
for four days. Vaude end of the 
week strong and the gross will near 
or pass $4,100, plenty nice. Last 
week ‘Master's Voice’ (Par) and 
‘WHO Barn Dance’ on stage, fol- 
‘O'Shaughnessy’ (MG), 
about $2,400, fair. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Zero’ (WR). Picture is in the wrong 
house and will do well to pass $3,- 
390. Last week ‘Barbary’ (UA) took 
a tumble after long wait to play. 
About $2,800, bad. 




















Varsity « Westland) (1,100: 10-20- | 


(GB). Will 


be lucky to touch $1,000. Last week 
‘Dance Band’ (FD) up to $900, but | 
not gvod, 


Brooklyn Is Better; 
Pasteur’ Bis $19,000, 
‘Rose Marie’ Oke 176 


Brooklyn, Feb. 25. 

Growling weather has disappeared 
and the week-end brought relief 
from blizzard, snow, etc. Touch of 
sunshine restored good humor of 
the populace, with resultant pickup 
of biz at downtown film emporiums, 
Which have been hard hit all winter. 
Houses are in a position to brag 
this week because of the fine array 
of product especially at the Fabian 
Paramount, where ‘Pasteur’ is do- 
ing well; Loew's Metropolitan 
where ‘Rose Marie’ is getting a nod 
from patrons and Fabian Fox where 
dual, ‘Mister Hobo’ and ‘My Mar- 
riage’ will gross nicely. ; 

Even the Fulton Trans-Lux is 
aglow with cheer because of good 





showing of ‘Thin Man’ revival. At 
the Paramount, Friday night biz 


has improved tremendously as @ re- 
sult of basketball games on stage. 
Joe Lee reports house did turnaway 
biz last Friday. 

Radio continues to tie in with 
theaters as evidenced at the Fox, 
where Monday night amateur shin- 
dig is aired over WMCA with a 
furniture house sponsoring. First 
Anniversary showing of amateurs 
packed the house and cops had to 
be called. 

Fox now plans to bolster Wed- 
nesday night attendance by broad- 
casting from stage a WOR feature, 
‘Husbands and Wives.’ First broad- 
cast this week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,000: 25-35-50)— 
‘Pasteur’ (WB). Will get fine $19,- 
000 for nine day stay. ‘Anything 
Goes’ in Friday. ‘Collegiate’ (Par), 
in ahead, $12,000. 


Fox (4,000; 25-35-50) — ‘Mister 
Hobo’ (GB) and ‘My Marriage’ 
(20th). Will receive good $14,000. 


Last week ‘King of Damned’ (GM) 


and ‘Ring Around Moon’ (Ches) 
only $9,000, weak. 

Loew’s Met (3,400; 25-35-50)— 
‘Rose Marie’ (MG). Will get okay. 


$17,000. Last week ‘Strike Me Pink’ “ 
(UA), $16,000, nice figure. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50) — ‘Lady 
Consents’ (RKO) and ‘Muss ’Em 
Up’ (RKO). Will receive $12,500, 
Satisfactory. Last week ‘Pro Sol- 
dier’ (20th) and ‘Chatterbox’ (RKO). 
Good at $13,000. 


Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Dan 
Matthews’ (Col) and ‘Master's 
Voice’ (Par). About $4,000 antici- 


pated, mild. Last week ‘Man Hunt’ 
(WB) and ‘Tango’ (Inv). Mild at 
$4,000. 





Fisher in Capetown 


Capetown, Jan, 29. 

Joe Fisher, of Amalgamated The- 
atres, Singapore, has been visiting 
his home town, Capetown, after an 
absence of 18 years. Intention was 
to go on to the United States, but 
business matters recalled him back 
to Singapore. 
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AMERICA’S MOST 
VERSATILE DANCE TEAM 
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JUST COMPLETED 
DANCES IN 


“KELLY, THE SECOND” 


HAL ROACH Feature 
MGM Release 
* 
— Representatives— 


New York 


MILES INCALLS 
Cartis & Alien Office 


—Hollywood— 


GOLDER & LANG 
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BOXROPFFICE ENS ADLUN ES! 


BIGGEST OPENING ATTENDANCE IN 
HISTORY OF ORPHEUM TERRE HAUTE! 


00% ABOVE AVERAGE 


: ORPHEUM SALT LAKE CITY! 
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\\ Despite Perilous Floods Evansville . 
» Opening Terrific Even Beating’ ; 
] It Happened One Night And 
One Night Of Love! 
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Opening Double Previous 
Week Strand Providence 





- 


‘WAY OVER AVERAGE PARAMOUNT); 
|, LOS ANGELES THE GREATEST Wy a 7 
REACTION IN MONTHS! A 











—and these are only a few of the rave reports zooming in 
from all corners of the continent...as the campaigns of 
America’s ace showmen rock gross-and-attendance rec- 
ords despite numbing temperatures and sub-zero blizzards / 





HARRY RICHMAN - ROCHELLE HUDSON WALTER CONNOLLY + FARLEY & RILEY and their ‘Round & ‘Round Music 
Michael Bartlett - Douglass Dumbrille + Lionel Stander Directed by VICTOR SCHERTZINGER 
Screen Play by Jo Swerling ° Story by Sidney Buchman 


; ° A COLUMBIA PICTURE 
Music and Lyrics by Lew Brown, Harry Akst and Victor Schertzinger 
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CONVENTION TACTICS SEEN 


WALA-OUT THREAT 
CALLED POLITICS 


Indies Believe Networks 
Would Weaken Them- 
selves in Relation to Con- 
gress and Other Enemies 
If Actually Leaving N.A.B. 
Because of Copyright 
Criticism 


WB POW-WOW 


——— 





Discussion of the terms of a 
permanent form of license for 
radio stations using Warner 
Bros. music has been put off un- 
til next Monday (2). It is ex- 
pected that James W. Baldwin, 
managing director of the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcast- 
ers, will have an advisory com- 
mittee with him when he meets 
on this date with Herman Starr, 
WB v.p. 





Leading indie station operators in 
the NAB discount the possibility of 
NBC and Columbia withdrawing 
their members from the association 
as a result of the attacks made 
upon them by Baldwin. The indies 
feel secure in their position that the 
webs will want to stick along with 
them if only for the front it gives 
publicly and politically. . As things 
now stand the nets can point to 
their alliance with the small broad- 
casters in a single association as 
aupport for their rhetorical state- 
ments that broadcasting is all one 
big family and that the benefits 
granted one is for the good of all. 
To step outside the fold would not 
only weaken their status as regards 
public favor but make them easy 
targets for their enemies in Con- 
gress, who are ever ready to raise 
the cry of air monopoly by a few of 
the choice wavelength franchises, 


Tactics? 


Indie broadcasters anticipate the 
networks using the threat of with- 
drawal of a club in obtaining ad- 
vantages during the coming NAB 
eonvention. It is expected that just 
before the NAB’s election of new 
officers the networks’ delegates will 
offer to drop all ideas of walking 
out if the convention will agree to 
the electicn of a particular slate. 

Indie members on the NAB board 
declare that the networks needs 
the NAB more than the NAB needs 
the networks and that the NAB 
membership is now a self-paying 
one. Any attempt, say these indies, 
that any special group makes to 
use the association for its selfish 
purposes will be stoutly resisted, 
and that the sooner the networks 
realize that no single element can 
dominate the NAB by threats the 
easier will it be for them to over- 
come the suspicions that have been 
aroused toward them in connection 
With the Jan. 10 action of the Amer- 


(Continued on page 47) 


MARY PICKFORD PARTY 
EAST FOR PROGRAMS 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Mary Pickford radio program 
council of eight, including Lynn 
Farnol, Bill Kuser, announcer, Nat 
Wolff, Marion Parsonnett and Jerry 
Cady, scripter, flies east after the 
March 3 broadcast and remains east 
for two weeks, then returns to Pick- 
fair for the remaining broadcasts 
on the 13-week air contract. First 
broadcast in the east March 10. 

Tentative title for New York 
broadcast is ‘Mary Pickford Visits 
New York.’ Second broadcast will 
be a St. Patrick's Day party. 

Miss Pickford goes east primarily 
to set advertising campaign and re- 
lease for ‘One Rainy Afternoon,’ 
which is first Lasky-Pickford motion 
picture. She also’ will look over 
gtage plays. Her radio contract per- 
Mits these three weeks in N. Y. to 
attend to picture interesis, 











N.A.B. July 15 or 22? 


Date for the convention of 
the .National Association © of 
Broadcasters in Chicago will 
be decided within the next two 
weeks. Indications.are that it 
will be either July 15 or 22. 
With these dates falling on a 
Wednesday, it will be the first 
time that an’ NAB convention 
has opened other than on a 
Monday. 

One thing that the date pick- 
ers want to avoid is naming a 
period that would have the 
broadcasters away -from their 
home grounds during the na- 
tional political conventions. 
Also one that is too close to 
the Chicago meet for the Ad- 
vertising Federation of Amer- 
ica, which is due to run from 
June 28 to July 2. NAB has 
been offered three days start- 
ing June 15, but it is expected 
that the board will veto it be- 
cause of the political conven- 
tion angle. 


Attempts to Crash NBC 
On Phoney Oakleys Is 


Annoyance to Network 














Flood of phoney passes for radio 


broadcasts has become source of 


annoyance to National Broadcasting 


officials in the last few weeks. Al- 
thotgh fake pass holders have been 
stopped at: the door,-an additional 
precaution is to be taken in the fu- 
ture through numbering system. 
Would-be passers employed open- 
form coupon used by NBC for emer- 
gency when demands surpass usual 
printed tickets. Later have not been 
counterfeited. 

While would-be passers of bogus 
annie oakleys were familiar with 
most of routine in marking tickets 
even down to proper designation of 
official title of broadcast, most of 
them slipped up in spotting official 


check markings—and were quickly 
picked up. Attempts to gain admit- 
tance with fake coupons mainly 


were at outstanding shows such as 
Fred Allen’s Town Hali, Ben Ber- 
nie (American Can), Rudy Vallee, 
Rubinoff— (Chevrolet), etc. 


NEWSPAPERMEN BOSS 
WCOL, WBNS IN OHIO 


Columbus, O., Feb. 25. 

Bill McKinnon, ex-Globe Trotter 
for local sheet, has moved in on 
WCOL as manager, with instruc- 
tions to circus the station to suc- 
cess. His first stunt was long 
roundup program to gather money 
for fireman’s fund, following dis- 
astrous fire that claimed lives of five 
fire laddies. Total take for the suc- 
cessful evening, with contributions 
phoned in, was $3,200. 

This move follows appointment of 
Sid Phillips, same sheet’s promo- 
tion manager, to bosship of WBNS. 











Roland Trenchard Joins 
Bess & Schillin Agency 


Roland Trenchard, station man- 
ager at WHOM, Jersey City, for last 
five years goes to Bess & Schillin, 
Inc., to be in charge of foreign 
language division. Resigns from 
radio station effective March 1. 

Bess & Schillin feels separate de- 
partmtnt is necessary to fill grow- 


ing demand for foreign language 
programs in New York and terri- 
tory immediately adjacent. 





Petrie Gets a Watch 

Annual award given by Batten, 
Barton, Durstine & Osborn for 
‘rood announcing’ has been tendered 
to Howard’ Petrie, NBC mikeman. 
Gets a check and an engraved stop- 
watch. 

BBD & O 
started last year ‘to encourage 
announcing, free from _ artificial 
mannerism or inflections peculiar to 


award 


section of the coun- 





any particular 
try.” Recipient of the initial award 
iwas Carlisle Steven, CBS announcer. 


system Was | 
good | 








Rosenbaum Breaks 


Announcers’ Harness 


Philadelphia, eb. 25. 
One cf Philly’s leading 


Samuel R. Rosenbaum, was 


suspected of harboring any ambi- 


tions to be a mike performer. In 
addition to his duties as president 
of WFIL, he’s vice-president and 
main works of Philadelphia Orches- 
tra Board, member of State banking 
commission and exec of Albert M. 
Greenfield, realty firm. In general, 
highly respected member of the 
community, has only his saxophone- 
playifzg hobby against him. 

Last Saturday, however, the truth 
came out. He’s been nursing an itch 
to be a radio announcer. Sitting in 
front row with the other biggies at 
ceremonies at Temple University 
when President Roosevelt was re- 
ceiving. honorary degree, tosen- 
baum sneaked out of his place just 
before big event went on, stepped 
around behind scenes and took over 


never 


announcing duties. Regular an- 
nouncers from all local stations are 
still trying to get their eyebrows 


down out of their hair. 


STANLEY HIGH 
AS DEMOCRATS 
RADIO CAPT. 


ee 





Washington, Feb. 25. 

Stanley High, supervisor of public 
addresses over National Broadcast- 
ing Co., has been drafted by the 
Democratic National Committee to 
head up the party’s radio campaign 
forces. Chain exec was borrowed 
after President Roosevelt appealed 
to N. B. C. bosses to release High 
for duration of the 1936 vote 
scramble. 

Herbert Pettey, secretary of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 


sion, ts also reported joining the 
Democrats’ political council for 
radio, 





‘FIRST NIGHTER’ WEST, 
AMECHE IN PICTURES 


Hollywood, Feb. 25 

‘First Nighter’ moves to Holly- 
wood National Broadcasting studios 
March 6 to permit Don Ameche, 
male lead, te discharge a film com- 
mittment at 20th-Fox. He will be 
replaced in same sponsor’s ‘Grand 
Hotei’ series, which will continue to 
emanate from Chicago. 

Betty Lou Gerson, femme vis-a- 
vis to Ameche on ‘Nighter,’ also 
being eyed by studios as possible 
picture bet. 

L. T. Wallace of Aubrey, Wallace 
and Moore, and I. W. Crull, vice 
president of Campana company, 
sponsoring ‘Nighter’ and ‘Grand 
Hotel,’ spent week getting produc- 
tion details lined up, Producer com- 
ing from the east to direct piece 
during coast sojourn. 


_ WDSU Sues Transradio 


New Orleans, Feb. 25. 
filed in civil court here 
station WDSU to 





Suit was 
(24) by 


Monday 


| restrain Transradio Press Service, 
| Inc., and the Radio Press Associa- 
| tion from selling news to WWL, 
local CBS outlet, on the grounds 
| that WDSU has an exclusive con- 
j tract for such news with the com- 
| panies In question, 

} Date for the hearing will be set 
iater. 


Himself To | 


citizens, 


BALDWIN RIPS INTO WEBS’ ASCAP DEAL; 
BUTCHER FILES POOH-POOHING ANSWER 


Washington, Feb. 25. 


The 
ranks over 
panded last 
Baldwin, managing director of Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters 
circulated a lengthy report calling 
for clearance of eopyright at the 
source and equal treatment  be- 
tween independent and network 
stations, 

Emphasizing the breach 
the chains and the indies, Baldwin 
reiterated his former plea for a 
united industry front against copy- 


growing split in broadcasting 


copyright policies ex- 


week as James W. 


between 


right holders and sharply assailed 
the wébs for running out on the re- 
mainder of the industry. His 20,000- 


word report, submitted to a recent 
meeting of N. A. B. directors, was 
answered by a curt minority state- 
ment, filed by Harry Butcher, Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System vice- 
president, 

Renewing demands for a meas 
ured-service royalty scheme, Bald- 
win hit Isaac D. Levy of. WCAU, 
Philadelphia, Columbia and WNa- 
tional Broadcasting Co. executives, 
for signing five-year renewals with 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors, and Publishers last fall 
when the association was battling 
for more favorable terms, reviewing 
developments in the four-year fight 
to break the ASCAP hold on the 
industry. 

Recent negotiations with ASCAP 
have been a ‘humiliating failure,’ 
3aldwin told his members, asking 
‘How did it. came about that the 
combined negotiating power of over 
300 broadcasting stations (including 
most of the larger independent sta- 
tions) could be not only utterly ig- 
nored but treatel with contempt?’ 
Remainder of the report was de- 
voted to the N. A, B, exec’s answer 
to this question. 

While the ‘monopolistic power’ of 
ASCAP and lack of other music are 
important obstacles, the discrimi- 
natory contracts enjoyed by the two 
national network companies, com- 
bined with the power indirectly 
given to ASCAP by the contracts 
which those companies have with 
affiliated stations are the major 
difficulties in the path of more sat- 
isfactory terms, N. A. B. official 
charged. 

‘This factor (in addition 
basic causes) more than 
else brought about our recent de- 
feat and will continue to stand in 
the way of success of any fair and 
equitable copyright program N. A. B. 
may adopt, whether it be per-piece, 
measured service, or some other 
kind of system,’ Baldwin asserted. 

Three Main Objectives 

Three major objectives of the 
industry should be, Baldwin 
averred: 

1. Elimination 
tory agreements. 


to the 
anything 


of all discrimina- 


2, Clearance of copyright at the 
source, 

3. Abolition of requirement that 
network-affiliated stations hold 


copyright licenses. 





‘These objectives cannot be ig- 
nored without forcing upon the 


great majority of independent sta- 
tions a realization that to have any 
measure of success in future copy- 
right negotiations they must unite 
outside of N. A. B. and act inde- 
pendently of it,’ Baldwin = said, 
slamming the networks which are 
influential members of the trade 
association. ‘The issue is, whether 
they (indies) are to have any voice 





whatever in determining what 
| . 2 
j}agreements they ‘will enter into 


with licensing pools. So far they 
have been denied that voice.’ 
From his analysis, Baldwin 
cluded that the webs are paying 
only about 1% of their net income, 


con- 


while indies are being nicked for 
15% of their receipts. The bill of the 
|} two chains last vear was estimated 
|at approximately $563,000, embrac- 
ling $246,999 in sustaining aud $316, 











TRYING IT ON THE PREZ — Mouthpiece Regrets Factional Strife in 
N.A.B.—Baldwin Claims Stations Pay 5% of 
| Gross for om Webs Only 1% 


855 in advertising fees. 
The question of clearing copyright 


at the source, which N.A.B. copy- 
right committee believes is an im- 
portant point in any contract, was 
tacitly recognized by ASCAP four 
years ago, Baldwin charged, but the 
copyright pool subsequently has 
changed its stand and is siding with 
the webs in insisting every affiliate 
obtain a license. 
Accusing the webs 


cross, Baldwin 


of a double- 
charged that last 
January, shortly before the ASCAP 
deadline, the copyright pool issued 
its renewal ultimatum at the in- 
sistence of the two networks, add- 
ing that ‘if this be true, it means 
that over 300 independent broad- 
casting stations in this country 
were deprived of their liberty of 
contract and of their last oppor- 
tunity to negotiate by joint action 
of the networks and ASCAP,’ t 
Roots for Schism 

The N.A.B. official openly favored 
continuous support by the industry 
of the Warner Bros. houses, declar- 
ing that if the split within copy- 
right holders’ ranks is closed, the 
industry will be more at the mercy 
of the publishers than ever before. 
With two organizations licensing 
broadcasters, the element of compe- 
tition, never before present in the 
business, has been injected into the 
music situation, he pointed out. 

Deploring the split in industry 
front, Harry Butcher urged all 
broadcasters to get together and 
quit quibbling over the points at 
issue between chains and indies. 
CBS vice-prez charged Baldwin and 
his backers are trying to make the 
chains ‘the goats’ in the copyright 
war. 

Baldwin statement disregards ‘the 
unquestionable fact that all of the 
N.A.B. copyright activities to date 
have resulted in increasing the cost 
of music to broalcasters generally 
and engendering bitterness among 


various groups of broadcasters,’ 
Butcher stated. 
Admitting that webs accepted 


ASCAP’s five-year renewal offer, 
Butcher pointed out that with the 
extended contracts broadcasters can 
go ahead ‘without paying any more 
than they had been paying, with the 
sole exception of the networks 
themselves.’ He added that webs 
are not responsible if indies were 


induced to hold out against the 
ASCAP offer, 
Baldwin's statement that chains 


were instigators of the ASCAP Jan- 
uary ultimatum is ‘untrue,’ Butcher 
asserted, saying the telegrams were 
sent before representatives of either 
web were informed of the move to 
compel the industry to sign up or 
quit using ASCAP catalog. 

‘Jim Baldwin's report seems to me 
to be founded on basic misconcep- 
tions, the most important of which 
{is that there is a fixed and definite 
amount of money to be paid for 
copyrights and that the question at 
issue is how much of that fixed 
amount the independent — station 
should pay and how much the net- 
works should pay,’ CBS representa- 
tive said. 


‘This is not the fact. ° All the 
copyright interests are unanimous 
in seeking larger ard larger sums 


from all broadcasters, whether net- 
work or independent stations. Those 
who subscribe to this misconception 
have wittingly or unwittingly fallen 
for some of our opponents’ insidious 
propaganda, which is intended to 
split the broadcasters and which, 
unfortunately, is showing rather 
zhastly success.’ 

jaldwin’s demand for copyright 
clearance at the svurce, Butcher 
said, is impractical, while ASCAP 
never would ‘allow local stations to 
<o unlicensed.’ 
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Prall in Sympathy With Libel 
Bill But Warns of Loopholes 
That Irresponsible Would Use 





Washington, Feb. 25. 
Ticklish question of gagging polit- 


ical spouters who will broadcast 
during the campaign months last 
week was tossed gratefully into the 
lap of Congress by Chairman An- 
ning S. Prall, of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, 
Spokesman for the Commish aired 
his views following squawks from 
a Baltimore group against sulphuri« 
anti-Roosevelt blast recently broad- 
cast by Gov. Eugene Talmadge of 
Georgia, New Deal enemy. 
Congressional consideration of a 


bill which would immunize broad- 
casters from libel proceedings pro- 
vided loophole through which the 
F. C. C. saw its chance for escape. 

Fight over allotment of radio time 
to warring political parties, and re- 
sponsibility for high-voltage cam- 
paign speeches, has caused the Com- 
mish considerable sleeplessness. 
With bills pending in Congress to 
clear up the broadcast-censorship 
mess, Commish figures that its 
troubles may safeky be dumped on 
the floor of the House and left there. 

Prall’'s statement took the form of 
a letter to Representative Byron N. 
Scott, California Democrat who in- 
troduced the bill to guarantee sta- 
tion operators against libel suits 
growing out of broadcasts, protect 
them from censorship, and require 
them to balance controversial 
speeches by presenting both sides of 
all issues. 

Though warning solemnly against 
permitting ‘too great liberties’ to 
station operators, Prall indicated 
that, in the main, the Commish was 
favorably impressed by the Scott 
resolution, 

In Sympathy 

‘The Commission is in complete 
sympathy with the purpose of your 
bill, which we understand to be a 
more effective use of broadcasting 
on public, social, political and eco- 
nomic issues,’ Prall told Scott, ‘in 
our opinion, the broadcaster who 
simply makes his facilities availabie 
for the discussion of these issues 
by responsible people, and who 
exercises no control over the con- 
tent of the broadcast, should not 
be held liable for statements made 
in the course of the broadcast.’ 

Obviously cheered by the oppor- 
tunity to shift the responsibility for 
controlling forthcoming political 
tirades to Corgress, Prall praised 
the pending legislation and declared 
that exemption from liability would 
be a boon to many stations. He did, 
however, warn that ‘owners of sta- 
tions form a small but powerful 
group,’ and that a guarantee against 
libel suits, plus the power of sta- 
tion-owners to select persons whose 
views are to be transmitted ‘inevit- 
ably places tremendous power in 
their hands.’ 

Commenting that broadcasters 
who exercise no control over the 

content of the program and who 
simply provide the facilities which 
make possible discussion of political 
issues should not be held liable for 
statements made in the course of 
the broadcast,’ Prall struck at one 
weakness in the Scott measure sup- 
porting exemption of broadcasters 
from libel proceedings. 

‘The bill leaves the door wide open 
for scurrilous, defamatory attacks 
by judgment-proof, irresponsible 
individuals,’ the Commission chair- 
man pointed out. ‘It is possible that 
some stations, in connection with 
some political campaigns, might 
avail themselves of their exemption 
to permit defamatory attacks by ir- 
responsible persons. 

‘The exemption should not extend 
beyond the licensee in his capacity 
as the provider of the physical fa- 
cilities. If the licensee is also the 
author, he should be held to the 
same liabilities as any other author.’ 





Rosenberg Joins Aerial 

George Rosenberg has been ap- 
pointed sales manager of Aerial 
Publicizing, Inc. Outfit, located in 
New York City, represents stations, 
produces programs and offers coun- 
sel in merchandizing. 

Rosenberg once with WOR, New 
York. 





Dolores Hanford, soprano, last 
with WEVD, New York, back at 
WICC, Bridgeport, in show created 
by Alma Dettinger. 


a 


pn et ene 





Visiting 





In New York 

Lew Goodkind, Lord & Thomas, 
Chicago. 

L. H. Rosenberg, Lord & Thomas, 
Chicago 

J. Irwin, General Motors, Dayton. 

David B. Stein, Kal Agency, 
Washington. 

Edythe Fern Melrose, WJAY, 


Cleveland, 
Stanley E. 
Paul. 

J. Thomas Lyons, WCAO, Balti- 
more, 


Hubbard, KSTP, St. 


In Washington 


John J. Gillin, Jr.. WOW, Omaha. 
John Shepard 3d, WNAC, Boston. 
E. B. Craney, KGIR, Butte, Mont. 
Edgar Bill, WMBD, Peoria. 

J. A. Chambers, WLW, Cincinnati. 
Stanley Hubbard, KSTP, St. Paul. 
John Elmer, WCBM, Baltimore. 
R. P. Jordan, WDBJ, Roanoke, Va 
John H. Green, Jr... WOW, Omaha. 
Ed Cargill, WMAZ, Macon, Ga, 


In Chicago 


Edgar Bill, WMBD, Peoria. 
Norman Storm, KOL, Seattle. 


Stanley Hubbard, KSTP, S8t. 
Paul-Mpls. 

H. Allan Campbell, WXYZ, De- 
troit. 


Jack Van.Volkenburg, KMOX, St. 
Louis, 

Paul Raymer, New York. 

H. C, McLaughlin, WHK, Cleve- 
land, 


BOAKE CARTER 
IN TIFF WITH 
ARMY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 

Boake Carter was last week 
called on by the War Department 
to ‘correct an impression’ he gave 
in one of his Philco news broad- 
casts concerning burial of the late 
Brigadier General William Mitchell, 
who died last Wednesday (19). The 
commentator refused to make a re- 
traction or correction, because ‘no 
error was made,’ he said. 

According to Major General Malin 
Craig, army chief of staff, Carter 
boadcast the suggestion that the 
War Department had denied the 
late air chief burial in Arlington 
Cemetery. The General requested 
Carter to ’give the true facts over 
the air in the same manner as the 
original error was made.’ General 
Mitchell could have been buried in 
Arlington had he or his family ex- 
pressed such a wish, General Craig 
declared. 

Carter issued a statement saying 
the War Department had suggested 
to Mrs. Mitchell that her husband's 
remains be buried in Arlington, but 
had not made the suggestion until 
after the broadcast. He called 
General Craig ‘unethical for mak- 
ing public a private message’ to 
Carter, 

Mitchell left the army some years 
ago and became an _ outspoken 
critic of military affairs, notably 
aviation, 


NBC Red Gets Elgin 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 

Elgin show with the Benny Good- 
man orchestra, Eddie Dowling and 
Rae Dooley, starts on an NBC gal- 
lop on March 17, taking the time 
now being used by the Swift pro- 
gram, which will move to a Monday 
night schedule on March 16. 

Spotted through the local J, Wal- 
ter Thompson agency, program will 
ride on the red loop of NBC, This 
is Elgin’s second ether show try 
of the season, having previously 
filled the air with the Art Kassel 
band and the Mills Bros. 














Wingfield at K&E 
Samuel G. Wingfield is being in- 
stalled at the Kenyon & Eckhardt 
agency as head of the publicity de- 
partment, 





Used to be with N. W. Ayer. 


PASTOR SUES WIL 








Presbyterian Asks Commish on 
Baptist Broadcasts 
St. Louis, Feb, 23. 


Suit for $25,000, alleged due him 
for services contributed to Radio 
Station WIL for past five years, 
was filed in Circuit Court Wednes- 
day (19) by Rev. John Calvin 
Leonard, pastor of North Presby- 
terian Church. Petition contents 
plaintiff station owes him amount 
named for conducting and supervis- 
ing weekly religious programs via 
ether and for services rendered in 
connection with station’s successful 
action before Federal Radio Com- 
mission in 1931 to secure full broad- 
casting time. 

Petition also sets out that 
Leonard has not received full com- 
mission for selling time on air to 


accounting of station’s contract with 
church of which he alleges he was 
to have received 15% of gross, 


‘TIME’ TARRIES; 
CBS STATIONS 
FRET 


—_—-- ——— 





Number of the stations in the 
‘March of Time’ hookup find them- 
selves in a ticklish spot as the re- 
sult of Remington-Rand and Time 
mag’s uncertainty about continuing 
with the program. In anticipation 
of the news dramatization doing a 
sudden fold these outlets allocated 
the time to various spot accounts 


and the problem now facing the 
former is how they're going to 
pacify the contractees. In some 


eases it isn’t merely a matter of 
possible loss of goodwill but of 
staving off suits for specific per- 
formance of contract. 

‘March’ was originally slated to 
go off in January. After several 
outlets in the program’s link had 
disposed of these periods, which as 
far as the midwest is concerned 
rates as choice time, the joint 
sponsorship advised the network 
that the show would remain through 
February. With CBS anxious to 
keep the feature going as long as 
possible, no objection was made 
from that quarter when the bank- 
rolling duo decided to extend 
through March on a week to week 
basis. Under this arrangement no 
affiliated station could expect more 
than seven days notice. 

Columbia's traffic department for 
the past week has been bombarded 
by wires from stations asking when 
the program was folding so that 
they can give starting dates to ac- 
counts which they have been stall- 
ing since the beginning of February. 
What has added to their embarrass- 
ment, these point out, is the fact 
that in most instances they have 
guaranteed delivery, 


GEN. MILLS CLOCKING 
SHOWS FOR CBS HOUR 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 

General Mill is starting two shows 
on test schedules this week. Test 
is to determine the possibility of 
these shows for the 60-minute pe- 
riod, which the flour company will 
start on a daily ride on Columbia 
early in June. First program to get 
underway is ‘In-Laws,’ which has 
been on KNX, Los Angeles. General 
Mills, through the Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert agency, has brought the 
entire show and cast to Chicago and 
is platterizing the program for spot 
tests on KMOX, St, Louis, and 
WHAM, Rochester, 

Other program is Dr. Howard 
Crane of Northwestern University. 
Professor Crane will gallop on a 
Mutual system hook-up as_ the 
‘Worry Doctor,’ which show will 
consist of the dissection and drama- 
tization of psychological problems in 
human relationship. Program will 
demonstrate the solution to these 
problems, 





a 





Ruth Johnstone on NBC 
Chicago, Feb. 25, 
NBC here has Johnstone Ensem- 
ble, two-piano, two-voice quartet for 


a twice-weekly network ride na- 
tionally, 
Ruth Johnstone was with the 


Jerry and Her Baby Grands piano 





act in vaude, 


Rev. | 


Third Baptist Church and asks for | 








New York Radio Parade 


By Nellie Revell 





Rudy Vallee’s Blessing 

U. S. Tobacco Co. (Dills & Model) account has switched from McCann 
Erickson to the Arthur Kudner Agency. The Pick and Pat program for 
this account remains as is with the exception of a new orchestra which 
joins the program on March 2. New outfit is Benny Kruger’s combo 
under title of Dills Best Yello Jackets. Rudy Vallee is making a p.a, 
on program to give Kruger a send-off. Program remains under the wing 
of Frank McMahon who resigns from McCann Erickson, effective March 
1, to open offices as a radio consultant. His first client is the U, sg, 
Tobacco Co. and offices will be in penthouse of the Hotel Wellington, 





Kittell, Bach Out at NBC 


General Motors concerts utilize the services of three NBC announcers 
on each broadcast. Couple of Sundays back a request for an additional 
announcer was made during the broadcast. They had discovered that tha 


announcer who handled the pushing of buttons was going to be busy at 
a distant mike, as were the others on the job, and a man was needed to 
handle this routine. Kittell, in the office at the moment, was asked to 
step over and handle this. He had had a bad day and in a petulant 
mood refused. Next man to be asked was Alwyn Bach, who refused in 
sympathy with Kittell, Someone finally handled the request, Incident 
ended in dismissal for both on insubordination charge, 





Lum’s Drummer From Radio 

Tommy Stacks, drummer at Lum’s, which went up in flames, died (20) 
from severe burns suffered during blaze. Tommy was a top man on 
drums and vocals, for Harry Reser’s Clicquot Club Eskimos program dur- 
ing all the years of its airing. After the program folded he had his 
bumps. Recently the Eskimos returned to radio and Tommy filed his 
request for his old job with Reser. However, Reser couldn't find a spot 
and so Stacks went to work playing the drums at Lum’s, 





Hillbillies on Broadway 
WMCA has a hillbilly troupe, Zeke Manners and Gang, that airs twice 
a day and works in castume. Turn has suddenly become one of the most 
popular programs on air when it comes to audience demand. Station 
packs in about 100 persons for each program and ducat requests are so 
numerous they are being distributed ten days ahead. Many a network 
program out of Radio City doesn’t have that many requests for ducats, 





Scrambled Notes 

Douglas Storer and Stewart Sterling have organized an independent 
program building outfit to service agencies. Storer igs Ripley manager 
and Sterling is author of Eno Crime Clues program. Organization will 
not affect their present affiliations...Francia White hikes to the Coast 
next month...Ed Smallee has joined the Right Honorable Tong of 
Spectacle Wearers....Tommy Rockwell back in town....Frank Parker 
and auto were in a slight fender bending setto last week. No one hurt 
..--First of the Amateur Comedy Scripters programs at WMCA used 26 
actors....Ruth Barry of Benton & Bowles press dept was out with a 
cold last weekend....Cleveland B. Chase Co, have dropped their option 
on D’Artraga ork. Feel they are not suitably equipped to act as artists’ 
manager since primarily they are program builders, not talent sellers.... 
Frank Munn doesn’t get enough of NBC during working hours. On his 
off time he loiters in the visitors booths listening to bands rehearse.... 
Ray Noble takes his music on the road for a vaude tour starting April 10. 
Also toting the ‘Freshman’ of his radio program. This will be his initial 
stage work....Ralph Kirbery airs on WOR for Piso Cough Syrup. Last 
week he missed his Tuesday program cause he had a severe cough.... 
Frank Cooper returned to Curtis & Allen after two months off for a 
serious operation....During the seven years Armida has been in vaude, 
clubs, pix, legit and radio she has never used her last name, It’s Vendrell, 





Short Shots 

Dee Collins, frau of the late test pilot Jimmy Collins, auditions at 
WOR this week....John Reber recuperating at the Essex House.... 
Scott Walstead has resigned from the Radio Script Mart....NBC exec 
Almonte’s daughter Marie is vocalizing at the La Rue....Adventures of 
Terry and Ted fold on the 28th at CBS....Bill Baar returned yesterday 
from a 23-day cruise to the West Indies where he gathered info for his 
Grandpa Burton programs....Carlile Stevens, CBS announcer, resigned to 
do free-lance work....MBS will air the Golden Glove finals. Chicago's 
bouts will air via WOR on March 6. The NY finals will be fed to WGN 
three days later....CBS pages Bill Rubio and Parr Allen, who came a 
cropper just a day apart over appendixes, are back in uniform....Jane 
Pickens may become permanent on the Texaco program...Eugene Jeles- 
nik will air, via CBS, luncheon tunes from his stand at the Lexington 
Silver Grill starting on March 10..,.James Clemenger, WMCA an- 
nouncer, set as narrator on new series of sound pix about the CCC work 
in State Parks development, 





Stand By 
Harmon Realty Associates, through Kelly, Nason & Roosevelt agency, 
set a one-hour program on WOR. Sponsor has a batch of houses on 
Long Island that need purchasers. Will be a musical set-up....Don 
Wilson and Harry Conn, both Bennyites, are now the oat-providers for 
Clark Gable’s ‘Pegasus.’ Tis a race horse the boys bought. Dispute 
on between Arnold Johnson and Ray Perkins may result in changes on 
Feenamint program....Emil Coleman now being handled by Hermann 
Schaad office. Happy Reis is still Coleman’s personal manager....Cyril 
Smith, English monologist, who has done two guest spots on the Vallee 
program, was a room steward on the Berengaria some years back...-. 
Ida Bailey Allen doing a series of lectures for the Parents-Teachers Asso 
-.+»Phelps Phelps, WMCA news commentator, will be a member of the 
New York city delegation to the Democratic National Convention in 
Phila....February 27 makes it one year on Alemite for Horace Heidt.... 
Flying Red Horse Tavern renewed effective the 28th....Another trick 
program is in preparation by the WOR Special Events dept. Gabe 
Heatter is to do a program from the Fulton Fish Market describing 
everything about the biz but the odor, 
—_—-_----s 
Nemo 
New England Council starts a 15-minute local on WEAF each Thurs- 
day eve on April 2. Set thropgh BBDO and will plug New England as a 
vacation haven. No talent set....Alan Kent is now doing the Esso News 
Flashes on NBC. Nelson Case, the previous announcer on this job, came 
down with abdominal pains last Wednesday, was rushed to Fifth Ave. 
hospital, and at midnite had his appendix lifted....Tru Blu’s Band 
Wagon show folded on WOR....Mrs. Lynch is also no longer a hostess 
there.... Newest WMCA announcer is Jack Vincent of WIP which is 
the Inter City affiliate in Philly....Lucian Zacharoff, radio editor of the 
New Masses and the Daily Worker walks into the NBC press dept, 
throws his arms about the shoulder of one of the staff and says, ‘Hello 
Comrade, I am———’,...Abe Lyman has made friend Harry Weinstein 
biz manager in charge of his radio and professional affairs....Sam 
Taylor uses guest stars on his Hollywood commentator show on WOR 
sponsored by a headache remedy. He cleared on okay for Harriet Hil- 
liard from RKO but was stymied by J. Walter Thompson Agency who 
have her on their Bakers program along with hubby Ozzie Nelson. 
Thompson handies Bromo-Seltzer....Reynold Brooks moved his Music 
Clearance dept at CBS to the 10th floor. Originally had a staff of four, 
now hag 15, 
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work, With WLW, Cincinnati, 
execs decided there was nothing 
pickup. 

WFIL had for a while been the 
sustaining programs and has for 
Philadelphia releasing 





WLW Precedent Haunts NBC 


NBC officials became disturbed last week when they learned that 
WFIL, Philadelphia, an NBC affiliation, had arranged to feed Presi- 
dent Roosevelt’s speech at Temple University to the Mutual Net- 





about a year ago and then permitted to get away with it, the NBC 


point of the Whelan 
which is fed to it by WOR, New 


having established a precedent 


they could do about the Philly 


originating point of several NBC 
the past several weeks been the 
Drug Store program 
York, Sunday nights. 








Station Reps Western Battlefront 





Chicago, Detroit, St. 


Louis, Kansas City 


Grow More Important in Spot Biz 
stances + 


Business activity of the national 


station reps is steadily swinging to 
the midwest this year, which means 
Chicago, Detroit, St. Louis and Kan- 
gas City, with the east stacking up 
as less important than in previous 
year. Raymer is now enlarging his 


Chicago quarters on the heels of 
opening a Detroit branch, and 
Blair’s top personnel is starting a 
trek that is supposed to finecomb 
the west all the way out to the 
Coast. 

Reason for the prairie missionary 
work first and foremost is caused 
by the auto people whose burst into 
spot and local advertising makes 
Detroit important. Chicago bills 
out the big oil accounts which, along 
with autos, are the year’s fastest 
comers. Both of those cities, along 
with others near them, are further- 
more primarily manufacturing 
towns, and the manufacturers more 
than ever want dealer cooperation. 
Spot and local radio is one big link 
in this drive, and the reps want to 
be out there to ballyhoo their wares. 

Reps also see the midwest as the 
eoming arena for swiping stations 
from each other. The east, in both 
biz contracts and _ statiou align- 
ments, is now fairly stable. But in 
the plains region the boys figure 
there’s still ground for competitive 
bickering and want to be out there 
in case any starts. 


BLAIRITES TOURING 
TO MEET MANAGERS 


Salesmen and exec personnel of 
John Blair & Co., station reps, tak- 
ing to the hoof to pay ‘get 
acquainted’ calls on the Blair sta- 
tions in preparation for spring and 
summer biz. 

John Blair, prexy, has left for the 
Pacific coast to investigate the Cali- 
fornia market. Ditto George Bow- 
ling of the Detroit office. Link 
Simonds and Bill Weldon now leav- 
ing the New York branch for a 
trek cross country. Meantime 
George Isaac is working his way 
back from the west to Chicago. 


KSTP to John Blair 











Minneapolis, Feb. 25. 

KSTP, Minneapolis-St. Paul, will 
switch its national sales represen- 
tation from the Paul Raymer office 
to John Blair & Co. 

Move will not hecome effective 
until the 90-day period of notice, as 
required in the contract betaveen the 
station and Raymer, has expired. 





Hylton Hesitates 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 
It now begins to appear that Jack 
Hylton will continue in this coun- 
try beyond the date of April 5, when 
he had originally figured on heading 


back for England following his pres- | 


ent gallop on Columbia for Stand- 
ard Oil of Indiana. 

Possibility that Hylton may cop 
another sponsor and 
this side, 


continue on) 





WHN’S CELEBRATION 


Louis K. Sidney Whoops Up Power 
Boost 


Instead of a one-day open house 
program over WHN, New York, to 
celebrate its power increase to 5,000 
watts, officials have now set aside 
the entire week of March 9-14 for 
the event. Now it’s planned to have 


daily guesters break in on the 
schedules for brief congratulatory 
remarks. 

No difference if the program is 
commercial or not, the visitor will 
have the privilege of airing for a 
minute or two. Louis K. Sidney, 
station director, is setting the week’s 
program. 


WEVD, New York, Joins 
Parade of Applicants 





Washington, Feb. 25. 

Further complicating a six-way 
battle-royal in Brooklyn section 
which has been raging for approxi- 
mately four years, a seventh New 
York station, WEVD, last week 
threw its hat in the ring by apply- 
ing to the Federal Communications 
Commission for the same 1400 ke. 
assignment which hag caused the 
trouble, 

Four stations which have had so 
much publicity in the past year 
that they are known simply as the 
‘Brooklyn cases,’ are marking time 
for the re-opening of hearings on 
their scramble for targer hunks of 
the frequency—which had _ been 
quartered among them. The Brook- 
lyn Daily Eagle has been hovering 
over the four—WARD, WLTH., 
WVFW and WBBC—waiting for a 
chance to snap up part of the 1400 
ke. frequency for itself. 

Arde Bulova and Norman K, Win- 
ston have been trying without suc- 
cess to set permission to erect a 
new station on the same assign- 
ment, ; 

Station WEVD, liberal - labor 
transmitter endowed by the Debs 
-Memorial Radio Fund, has: been 
sharing with three other stations, 
WBBR, WFAB and WHAZ, on 1300 
ke. At one time it tried to unload 
its three running mates on the 1400 
ke. frequency and keep 1300 kc. for 
itself. . 

Present set-up sees WEVD apply- 
ing to the Communications Commis- 
sion for switch to the contested fre- 
quency. Four applications for the 
same assignment are ahead of it, as 
| WBBC, WARD, WLTH and WVFW 





For Brooklyn’s 1400 KC.' 


‘SELLS PROGRAM 


————- = 


BY-PRODUCT 





TD oTATIONS 


Blackett - Sample - Hummert 
Experiments with Show- 
Building Service Apart | 
from Usual Function of | 
Advertising Agency 








$1 PER PROGRAM 





Chicago, Feb. 25. 
Organization of a department to 


+ 





. . 
Jay Faggen in Jail 

Jay Faggen, radio p.a., now 
a resident of New York’s ‘Ali- 
mony Jail,’ was serenaded by 
a delegation of radio editors 
and press agents last week and 
accorded a gesture of commis- 
eration and sympathy. 3en 


Gross, radio ed of the N. Y. 

Daily News, was the leading 

spirit in the tomfoolery. 
Faggen, since remarried to 


Doris Fisher, daughter of Fred 
Fisher, the songwriter and mu- 





service the smaller stations of the 
country with programs, capable of 
bucking the network programs, and 
at a price within the reach of these 
stations, is under way at the 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert agency. 
This agency has been considering 
such a move for some time and this 
week steps out into the field with 
the formation of its Radio Feature 
Syndicate. 

All the 100-watt stations in the 
country this week are receiving let- 
ters from the Feature Syndicate de- 
partment of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert offering them a single program 
service at the rate of $1 per show 
on a five-times-weekly basis. Pro- 
gram being offered is a ‘radio per- 
sonalities’ gossip show, written by 
Charles Cilchrest, radio ed of the 
Chicago Daily News. 

Program is written to run 11 min- 
utes of show with the rest of the 
time reserved for commercial spiels 
or music if the show runs on a sus- 
taining scl.cdule first. Show can be 
broken up into form convenient to 
the station or sponsor, so as to spot 
commercials at the beginning and 
end plus a middle plug also, if such 
is desired. Single voice is all that’s 
necessary for the program itself. 

Run Contract 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert is fig- 
uring on a minimum of 75 of these 
100-watt stations for the start of 
the service, with these stations 
guaranteed absolute exclusive rights 
to that program within its primary 
coverage area. Station, of course, 
may sell the show to any client 
without restriction on the part of 
B-S-H. 

While no contracts have yet been 
signatured, it’s understood that these 
contracts will call for a minimum of 
13 weeks for the syndicate service 
with a two weeks’ cancellation 
clause beyond the first 13 stanzas. 
Should this syndicate of program 
scripts click, B-S-H is reported 
planning an extension of this ser- 
vice into other program fields, and 
will likely spread into the servicing 
of stations with regular disked 
shows. There is also a possibility 
that B-S-H will also ask for cer- 
tain rights to buy the program and 
time on the stations for the agency’s 
own clients. 


‘Snooney’ of Ford to Wed 
Garrett of Generali Motors 


Detroit, Feb. 25. 
Parbara Blair, “Snooney’ of Fred 
Waring’s ork, is soon to marry Paul 
Garrett in New York City. 
Garrett is public relations director 








i 


} son, 


wait for Commish action on their | 
| vaxtous requests. Last named sta- 
}tions were skedded for deletion a 
| couple of months ago, but wires 
| were pulled and the entire outfit 
ilanded back in the lap of the Com- 
| mish, 


PARKER WHEATLEY’S JOB 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 
Wheatley, account 


exec 


Parker 


with the Aubrey, Moore & Wallace | 


agency here, joins the staff of the 
University Broadcasting Council. 

Wheatley had previously been 
iwith KYW lecally. 


| 


for General Motors and assistant to 
President Alfred P. Sloan. ‘Snooney’ 
is on the payroll of Waring, whose 
bread-and-butterer is Henry Ford. 


Bob Colwell to L. A. 
Bob Colwell, of J. Walter Thomp- 
left last Thursday (20) for a 
stay at the agency's Holly- 
wood branch. 
Will familiarize 
newest llollywreod 





10-day 


himself 
angles 


Larson-Bercovich Switch 


3en Larson has been made head 


of J. yadio de- 
partment, replacing Harry Berco- 
vich. Latter is no’v on vacation in 
Palm Springs, Cal. 

On latter’s return he will again 
assume the direction of the agency's 
merchandizing and exploitation. 


Sterling Getchell’s 


with 


| been performed 


sic publisher, is incarcerated on 
|| charges by his first wife. 

| Faggen is actively represent- 
ing his clients and phoning in 
publicity copy from the jail. 


NEFF, ROGOW 
LEAVE WOR 











Walter J, Neff handed in his 
resignation as sales mgr. of WOR, 
New York, last Friday (21). Similar 
bit of writing was submitted by 
William Rogow, the station’s oldest 
and best known salesman. Move in 


Understood that the pair decided to 
quit rather than Yield to a con- 
templated change in sales authority. 


WOR is looking for a big name 
‘front’ man, 
Neff and Rogow are going into 


the station rep and sales consulta- 
tion business together, with offices in 
Radio City. Neff, who started with 
WOR eight years ago, became sales 
head in 1934. Rogow, who rates as 
one of the early sellers of radio 
facilities in New York, joined WOR 
in 1927. 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 

Walter Neff and William Rogow 
who are laying groundwork to enter 
the station representation business 
are talking to William Rambeau on 
a possible ‘co-operative deal, 


LEE WEB UPS THREE, 
HUSTON KGB TOPPER 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 

Elevation of Owen Dresden from 
commercial manager of KF RC, Fris- 
co, to manager of “HJ, local Don 
Lee chain outiet, resulted in 
other promotions in the Coast ex- 
ecutive personnel. 

Bert Phillips, moves to KFRC as 
commercial manager from KHJ, 
where he served in a similar ca- 
pacity. Harry vitt, former KGB 
manager, becomes KI sales man- 
ager. Dan Donnelly moves up from 
KGB sale staff to commercial man- 
ager. 

Roger Huston 
manager. 





goes in as KGB 





Al Sig] Will Rest 
Rochester, N. Y., Feb. 25. 
Al Sig], for years city’s most pop- 

ular news broadcaster, twice a day 
from Times-Union newsroom, re- 
tires to regain his health. He was 
ill during the summer, returning to 
ihe mike in the fall, but failed to 
recuperate, 
| Edna Kennell, radio editor, 
over his spot over WHEC. 


takes 


Arthur Snyder Patched Up 
Arthur 
CBS 


snydei member of the 


Program Sales division, las 





a severe accident 


work fi om the 


automobile 

Will hereafter again 

New York office. 
Was sent to Hollywood 


year ago 


last January on the ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ stanza and on March 22 was 
victim of the accident. Now okay, 
| the last remedial operation having 


two weeks a0 





either case takes effect March 15. 


Payne Calls for Frankness But 
Commish Sticks to Hush Policy 


+ 


a 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

Efforts to put the lid on data re- 
lating to recent investigation by 
and within Federal Communications 
Commission drew new publicity 
from two quarters last week despite 
F.C.C., moves to bury the tiff be- 
tween WNBF, Binghamton, and 
Knox Broadcasting Co. of Schenec- 
tady. 

Row flared and died quickly when 
Commissioner George Henry Payne, 
one. of five members who reported 
inability to fix responsibility for 
corruption charges, urged colleagues 
to throw open all files relating to 
the ‘Hotel Willard incident.’ Com- 
mish decided, however, not to lift 
secrecy veil thrown about the evi- 
dence ostensibly at the request of 
the Justice Department. 

Shortly after Payne’s plea had 
been side-stepped, Congressional 
eritics announced their intention of 


making formal demands on the 
Commish for publication of all 
statements, letters, transcrips, and 


other material on which the white- 
washing statement was based. 

Citing critical remarks made in 
the House last week by Represen- 
tative William P. Connery of Mas- 
sachusetts, Commissioner Payne 
wrote from a local hospital that thé 
report is ‘meaningless’ if not backed 
up by the dope on which the find- 
ings were predicated and by im- 
plication accused other commission- 
ers of going back on an understand- 
ing to throw all files open to publie 
scrutiny, 

‘Whatever understanding or mis- 
understanding there was in the in- 
vestigating committee as to with- 
holding the evidence, criticism of 
the report since publication and the 
obvious confusion resulting certain- 
ly justify the opinion that the re- 
port is inadequate without the sup- 
port of the clarifying evidence. 

‘It would certainly be most un- 
fortunate if the impression should 
prevail that the report was intended 
to further confuse the public’s mind 
on the issues involved. Whatever 
troubles this commission may face 
er is facing, from the various groups 
that are inclined to criticize it, those 
troubles are not going to be les- 
sened or removed by an investigat- 
ing committee authorized by the 
commission contributing ‘la poudre 
aux yeux’ (throwing dust in the 
eyes) to an extremely difficult and 
disagreeable situation. 

Need for Frankness 

‘If the various groups now insist- 
ing on an investigation of this com- 
mission are to be satisfied that there 
is no need for such an investiga- 





three | 





| Federal 
' 
| would 


recovered from injuries sustained in} 
and | 


tion, it will be by more frankness 
and not less frankness.’ 

Commission, meeting only a few 
hours after receipt of Payne's rec- 
ommerdation, sidestepped the ques- 
tion completely, on the ground that 
the matter had been settled the week 
before when the report was handed 
out. Acting on his own initiative, 
Chairman Anning 8S. Prall explained 
the Commish viewpoint in the fol- 
lowing statement: 

‘Chairman Prall said that at its 
meeting on Feb, 14, the Commission, 
with all members present, consid- 
ered whether or not to make publie 
the documerts accompanying the 
report of the committee. The Com- 
mission was informed by Commis- 
sioner Stewart that the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation had told him 
it objected to its reports being made 
public. Those reports constitute at 
important part of the 
supporting the committee's 
To have made public the 
ments other than the reports of the 

Bureau of = Inve 
nave resulted in an 
picture of the supporting data. 


documents 
report, 


docu- 


tigation 
mncom- 


pl ce 


4A’s Cinstation dae 30 


American Association of Adver- 
tising Agencies will open this year's 
April 30. It will again 


be at the Greenbriar, White Sulphur 


convention 


| Spring, W. Va. 


Proceedings will last three days. 
- 
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COMMERCIALS 


WEEK OF FEB. 26—MARCH 3 


(ALL TIME EST) 





s: Su (Sunday); 


W (Wednesday): Th (Thursday); F (Friday); & 


This Department lists sponsored programs on the NBC, CBS, and 
Mutual networks arranged alphabetically under the advertiser’s name. 
All time is p. m unless otherwise noted. 
has two or more programs they are listed consecutively. 
An asterisk before name indicates advertising 


Where 


M (Monday); 


agency handling 


Tu 
(Saturday). 


one advertiser 


(Tuesday); 











NBC 





AMERICAN CAN 
9-Tu-WJIZ 
Ben Bernie & Lads 
Eddie Cantor 
*Fuller-Smith-Ross 
AMERICAN 
HOME PRODUCTS 
(Anacin) 
WJZ-7 P.M. 
Tues.-Wed.-Thur. 
‘Easy Aces’ 
Goodman Ace 
Jane Ace 
Mary Hunter 
Helen Spring 
(Kolynos) 
Mon-8-WEAF 


sylvanians 
*N. W. Ayer 
FIRESTONE 
$:30-M-WEAF 
Vocal Ensemble 
Margaret Speake 
*Sweeny-James 
FITCH 
7:45-Su-WEAE | 
Morin Sisters 
Ranch Boys 
*L. W Ramsey 
8:15-Fri-WJIZ 
Wendall Hall 
*Ramsey 
GENERAL 
ELECTRIC 


Hammerstein Music| 11 p.m.-Sun-WEAF 
Hall Matt Clemens, Th 
Ted Hammerstein Melody Master’ 
Josephine Sable Arthur Pryor 
Lucy Laughlin Beatrice Herford 
Lazy Dan Carrie Jacobs Bond 
*Blackett Alan Jocelyn 
AMERICAN Virginia Howard 
TOBACCO Edwin Jerome 
8-Sat- WEAF Frances Nordstrom 


(Lucky Strike) 


Robert Strauss 


Car! Hoff Orc William Stickles 
*Lord & Thomas Charme Allin 
AMERICAN 3. B. D&O 
RADIATOR GENERAL YroobDs 
7:30-Sun- WEAF 9-Th-WEAEF 
‘Fireside Recitals (Maxwell) 


Sigurd Nilssen 
Willie Morris 
Frank St. Ledger 


Orc 
*Blaker Advt. 
Armeo tron 
8:30-W-WIZ 
Befnett Chapple 
Armco Bd 
Frank Simon 
*Gardner-Greist 
A. & P. 
9-M-W EAB 
Raarry Horlick 
Howard Price 
*Parix & Peart 
BABBITT CO. 
10:45 a.m.-Mon, 
Fri- WZ 
‘David Harum’ 
Wilmer Walter 
Peggy Allenby 
Edith Spence 
Walter Soderling 
*Blackett 


BEST FOODS, INC. 
11 a.m.-Tu-Th- 
WEAF 

Ida FPailey Alien 
*Benton & Bowles 
BETTER SPEECH 
INSTITUTE 
3-Sun-WJIZ 
"Your English’ 
*Auspitz & Lee 


BOURJOIS SALES, 
INC 


Mon-8 :30-WJZ 
(‘Evening in Paris’) 
Marton Downey 
Pickins Sisters 
Mark Warnow Ore 
*Lord & Thomas 


to 


‘Show Boat’ 
Lanny Ross 
Conrad Thibault 
Frank Meintyre 
The Westerners 
Virginia 
‘Molasses 'n’ Jan'ry’ 
(jus Hsenschen 
Walter Tetley 
Laurie Massey 
*Benton & Rowles 
7-Su-WJZ 
(Jell-O) 
Jack Benny 
Mary Livingston 
Johnny Green's Or 
Kenny Baker 
*Young & Rubicam 
9:30-Tu-WIZ 
(Sanka) 
‘New Penny’ 
Helen Hayes 
Ned Wever 
*Young & Rubicam 
GENERAL MILLS 
10:45-W-E-W EAB 
(Gold Medal) 
Betty Crocker 
Cooking Kecipes 
*McCord Co. 
4-Daily- WIZ 
(Bisquick) 
Retty & Bob’ 
Edith Davis 
Dorothy Shidler 
Elizabeth Reller 
Lester Tremayne 
Loretta Poynton 
Frank Dane 
*Biackett 
GEN. MOTORS 
10 p.m.-Su-WEAF 


Arturo Toscanini 


BRISTOL-MYEKS 
D Giannini 
9-W-WEAF G Motors’ Ore 
ae *Campbell-wwald 
pana . 
Fred Allen sat et 
Portland Hoffa $:30-Tu- WIZ 


Eileen Douglas 
Jack Smart 
Peter Van Steedan 


*Young & Rubicam 





Mdgar A. Guest 
Bernardine Fiynn 
Sidney Elistrom 


Gallicchios Ore 
CAMPANA *c. D Frey 
6:30-Su-WJZ HORLICK’S 


"Grand Hotel 
Ann Seymour 
Don Ameche 
10-¥-WEAP 
‘First -Nighter 


Francis X Bushman 


Betty Lou Gerson 
Carlton Brickert 

Cliff Soubier 

E Sagerquist Ore 
*Aubrey Wallace 


CABNATION MILK 


M to F-7:30-WdJZ 
(Malted Milk) 
Lum & Abner 
Chester Lauck 
Norris Goff 
*Lord & Thomas 
HUMPHREY'S 
MEDICINE 
5.15-Wed-Fri-WJZ 
ggg of the 
r’ 


Peter De Rose 


10-M-WEAB | May Singhi Breen 
Lullaby Lady Andy Sanella 
Ireene Wicker *Biow 
M L EBastman JERGEN 
Ruth Lyon 9:30-Su-WJZ 
“Erwin. Wasey Walter Winchell 

CHEVROLET *S Walt. Thompson 

9-Sat-WEAS JOHNSON & SON 
Rubinoff 


Virginia Rea 

Jan Peerce 
Graham McNamee 
*Campbell-E 
CITIES SERVICE 


Marion & J Jordan 
Lynn Martin 


8-F-WEAF Charles Laveer 
Jessica Dragonette | Master Singers 
Rosario Bourdon Or | Emery D'Arcy 
Quartet U. Marcellt's Ore 


*l.ard & Thomae - 
CLICQUoT cLU 
3-Su-WEAF 

Harry Reser & 
Clicquot Club O 

Lynne Gordon 

Ernie Weber 


*Needham. L. & B 
8S. C. JOHNSON & 
SON 


N 
7:15-Th-WEAF 
( Glu-Co) 
‘Life Studies’ 
Tom Powers 


John Zeliner *Needham, L. & B 

*N. W. Ayer | KELLOGG 
COOK & SON 3:30-Daily Ex. Sa- 
5:30-Su-WJIZ Su-WJZ 


‘Man From Cook's’ 
Malcolm lLaPrade 
Lew White 
*Wertheimer 

COX GELATINE 


Singing Lady’ 

freene Wicker 
8:30-F-WAZ 

James Melton 


11 a.m.-Thars.-W4JIZ | ited Nichol’s Ore 
Jack Berch N. W. Ayer 
os & W. COAL KRAFT-PHENIS 
11:15 a.m.-Tn-W- 10-Th- WEAE 
Th-WEAF Ring . Crosby 


‘Studio No. 7 
Jack Clemens 


Lotte Lehmann 
Ann Sothern 





Loretta Clemens William A. Brody 
*Ruthranff & Ryan| Jimmy Dorsey Ure 
FORD Bob Burns 
Fri-9:30-W4Z Kay Weber 
Frea@ Warings Penn- ‘J. Walt. Thomp. 


LADY ESTHER 
8:30-Tu-W-WEAF 
Wayne King Ore 
*J. W. Thompson 


LARUS & BROS. 
(Edgeworth Tob’co) 
9-Wed-WJZ 


GEORGE W. 
LUFT CO. 
(Tangee) 

10:30-Tu-W EAF 

Jimmy Fidler 

*Ce sil, W. C. 
LUDEN’S 

6:145-Su-WEAE 

Rich’d Himber'’s Or 

*J. M. Mathes 
MACKFADDEN 
9:30-F-WEAF 
(frue Story) 

Court of Humap 

Relations’ 

Percy Hemus 

Ned Wever 

Wilmer Walker 

Alice Rheinheart 

Helen Spring 

Vera Allen 

Fred Feikel, 

Lucille Wall 

Allyn Joslyn 

*Arthur Kudner 

DR. MILES LAB’S 
(Alka-Seltzer) 
9:30-Sa-WJZ 

WLS Barn Dance 

Ridge Runners 

Uncle’ Ezra 

[.ulu Belle 

Maple City @ 

7:15 M-W-F-WEAE 
‘Uncle Ezra, Radio 
Station EZRA 

Pat Barrett 

Ciuiff Soubier 

Carleton Guy 

Nora Cunneen 

*Wade 

BENJ. MOORE CO. 

11:30 a.m.-Wed- 

WEAF 


Org 


Betty Moore 


MODERN FOOD 
PROCESS 0. 
4:15-M-WJIZ 

Charies Sorce 

Harry Swan 

*Clements Co. 


MOLLE 
9 p.m.-Tu-WEAF 
‘Voice of the Peoa- 
ple’ 
Parks Johnson 
Jerry Belcher 
*Stalk-Goble 
JOHN CO. 
MORRELL 
§:30-Su-WjIZ 
(Dog Food) 
Thos. Mullins 
Marion Claire 
*Henri. H. & MeD 
OMEGA OIL 
7:45-Tu-WJIZ 
Phil Cook 
Ilandt 3 & White 
*Husb’nd & Thomas 
PACIFIC BORAX 
9-Th-WJZ 
Death Valil'y Days’ 
Tim Frawley 
Edwin W. Whitney 
Lonesome Cowboy 
Jean King 
Jack McBryde 
Joseph Bonime Ore 
McCann-Erick 
PEPSODENT 
7-Daily Ex Sat Sun- 
WEAF 








Amos ‘n’ Andy 
Freeman Gosden 
harles Correll 
*Lord & Thomas 
5 p.m.-M-9-Fri 
WIZ 
Al Pearce & Gang 
Mable Todd 
Morey Amsterdam 
Arlene Harris 
Harry Foster 
Monroe Upton 
Andy Andrews 
Tonv Romano 
3 Cheers 
William Wright 
*tord & Thomas 
PHILIP MOKRIS 
8-Tn-WEAF 
Phillips Lord 
Sally Singer 
3 Sweethearts 
‘en Reisman'e Ore 
Eton Boys 
Phil Duev 
PILLSBURY 
10:30-Datly-WJIZ 
Today's Children’ 
Irma Phillips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
frene Wicker 
fucy Gillman 
Tred Von Amon 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 
PINEX 
3:15-Su-WAZ 
Pine Mountain 
Merry makers 
tohn Lair 
Red Foley 
*Palmer 
PITTSBURGH 
PLATE GLASS 
8-Thurs-WIZ 
Pittsburgh Symph'y 


Marla Jeritza 

*B. B. D. & O. 

PRINCESS PAT 
9:30-M-WIZ 

‘A Tale of Today’ 

Joan Blaine 

Harvey Hays 

Laurette Fillbrandt 


‘Corn Cob Pipe Cl'b’} Willard Farnum 
Pat Binford Robert Griffin 
Squire Hix Harriette Widmer 
Sue Hathaway Frank Pascelli 
*B. B. D. & O Isabel Randolph 
LIFE SAVER *McJunkin 
8-Wed-WAZ P’CT’R & G'MBLEA 
‘Lifesaver Rendez- | 3:30 Daily Ex. Sa- 
vous’ Su-WEAB 
Phil Duey (Crisco) 
Irene Beasley Vic & Sade’ 
Ciyde Lucas Ore Art Van Harvey 
*fopping & Lloyd Billy Idelson 


Rernadine Flynn 
7:15-M-W-F-WJZ 
ivory Stamp Club 
Capt. Tim Healey 
*Blackman 
Mon-Wed-Fri-12 
Ww ae J 
Pat Barnes 
*Biackett-S-H 
*Gardner 
3:45-M to F-WEAF 
(Ivory Soap) 
‘The O'Neills’ 
Kate McComb 
Jane West 
Violet Dunn 
Jimmy Donelly 
Jack Rubin 
Jimmy Tansey 
Janet Gilbert 
*Blackman 
3:15 Taily Except 
Sa & Su-WEAF 
(Oxyvdol) 
Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Payne 
Marjorie Hannon 
Chas Egelson 
Hilda Graham 
Charner Batson 
John Mathews 
Corine Dearth 
Butler: Mandeville 
Ken Griffin 
*Riackett 
10:15 a.m. Daily 
Except Sat & Sun- 


WEAF 
(Chipso) 
‘Home Sweet Home’ 

c. W. Secrest 
Harriett McGibbon 
Ritly Halop 
*Blackman 


Mon to Fri-3-WEAF 
(Camay) 
‘Forever Young’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Betty Wragge 
Alan Bunce 
Maureen McManus 
*Pedlar & Ryan 


QUAKER OATS CO. 

5:30-Sat. WEAF 

‘Kaltenmeyer’s Kin- 
dergarten’ 

Bruce Kamman 

Marion Jordon 

Jim Jordan 

Johnny Wolf 

Thor Ericson 

Merrill Fugit 

Harry Kogen Ore 

*Lord & Thomas 

RALSTON PURINA 

5:30-M-W-E-WEAF 

‘Tom Mix Adven- 
tures’ 

*Gardner 


RADIO CORP. 
AMERICA 

2 p.m.-Sun-WJIZ 
‘Magic Key of RCA’ 
John B. Kennedy 
Frank Black 
Eugene Ormandy 
Cornelia O Skinner 
*Lord & Thomas 


REAL SILK 
9-Su- WIZ 
Chas. Previn Orcb 

Olga Albani 
Betty Bennett 
Singing Knights 
*Leo Burnett 


REGIONAL 
ADVERTISERS 
10:30a.m. W-F- 

WEAF 
‘Mystery Chef’ 
*McCann-Erickson 

REMINGTON 

RAND 

7:30-Mon-W-F- 

WEAF 
Edwin Cc. Hill 
*B. B. D. & O. 


RITCHIE CO. 
$-Tu-WIZ 
(Eno) 

‘Eno Crime Clues’ 

Clyde North 

John MacBryde 

Ethel Intropidi 

Lester Jay 

Arthur Maitland 

Brodby Barker 

Charles Cantor 

Mark Smith 

*Ayer 

SCOTT & BROWNE 
Sun-5:45-WJZ 

Gabriel Heatter 

*Marschalk & Pratt 


SHEFIIELD 
FARMS 
6:45-M-Th-F-WEAF 
Billy and Betty 

°N. W Aver 


SHELL 
(Petroleum) 
9:30-NSa-WEARE 
Al Jolson 
Elissa Landi 
Una Merkel 
Mary Taylor 
Maxine Lewis 
Victor Yuung Ore 
*J. Walt Thompson 
SHERWIN- 
WILLIAMS 
3:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Metropolitan Opera 
Auditions’ 





Antonia Modarelli,, 
Con, 





Edward Johnson 
*Cecil-W-C 


SINCLAIR 
9-M-WIZ 
Malcolm Clair 
Gus Van 
Sinclair Qt 
Bill Childs 
Fritz Clark 
Joe Parsons 
Cliff Soubier 
Harry Kogen 
*Federa! 
SPRATT’S 
5:45-Sa-WJZ 
Albert P. Terhune 
*Paris & Peart 
SMITH CORONA 
Thurs-7:15-WdZ 
‘Nine to Five’ 
Lucille Wall 
Parker Fennelly 
Jack Smart 
Jimmie McCallion 
*Newell-Emmett 
SMITH BROS, 
2-Sun-WEAF 
‘Melody Matinee’ 
Victer Ardens’ Ore 
*Brown & Torcher 
STAND BKANDS 
8-Su- WEAF 
(Chase & Sanborn) 
A. K. Spencer, Dir. 
Amateur Show 
Mai Edw Bowes 
Graham McNamee 
8-W-WEAF 
(Ruoyai Gelatine) 
One Man’s Family’ 
Carleton &. Moore. 
Dir. 
I. Anthony Smythe 
Minetta Allen 
Michael RKafetto 
Kathleen Wilson 
Barton Yarborough 
Bernice Berwin 
8-Thurs-W EAF 
(Fleischmann) 
Thompson, Dir. 
Rudy Vallee and 
His Conn Yanke 
Helen Keller 
Doug Fairbanks, Jr 
Harriet Hilliard 
Ozzie Nelson 
Frank Fay 
7:30-Su-WJIZ 
(Royal Gelatine) 
‘Bakers Broadcast’ 
Robt. Ripley 
Will Purvis 
Ozzie Nelson Ore. 
Harriett Hilliard 
*1 Wait T'homp 
STERLING PROD. 
9:30-Su- WEAF 
(Bayer’s) 
Frank Munn 
Lucy Monroe 
Arden & Arden 
Gus Haenschen Ore 
Bert Hirsc& 
9-F-WEAF 
(Phillips Mag) 
Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Bernice Claire 
Oliver Smith 
9-Sr-WEAF 


(Dr. Lyons Tooth- 
paste) 
Rodney MclLennon 


Rachil Carlay 
Men /bout Town 
Andy Sannella Ore 
*Blackett 
SUN OTL 
6:45-Dally Except 
Sa-Su-WJZ 
Lowell Thomas 
“Roche Williams 
SWIFT 
10 p.m.-Tu-WEAF 





‘Studio Party’ 


Sigmund Romberg 
Deems Taylor 
Kathryn Witwer 
Helen Marshall 
Morion Bowe 

Rise Stevens 
George Britton 
*J. W. Thompson 


TASTYEAST 
12-Su- WJZ 
‘Pageant of Youth’ 

*Clements 
TEXAS cO. 

9:30-Tu-WEAF 
‘Fire Chief Revue’ 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Donald Novis 
Gloria Grafton 
*Hanff-Metzger 


UNION CENTRAI 
(Insurance) 
5-Su-WJZ 

Roses & Drums 

H. Williams, Dir, 

Helen Claire 

Reed Brown, Jr. 

Tfohn Griggs 

Eric Dressler 

Erwyp Mutch 

Eiward Jerome 

Jack Rosleigh 

*J Walt. Thompson 


VICK CHEMICAL 
M-9:30- WEAF 
Grace Moore 
Pasternack’s Ore 
*C-W-Cecil 
WANDER CO. 
cOvaltine) 
5:45-Daliy-WJZ 
‘Little Orphan A’ 
Henrietta Tedro 
Jack Mather 
Art Van Slyke 
Forrest Lewis 
Vic Smith 
Eugene McGillen 
*Blackett 
CHAS. WARNER 
10-W-WiIZ 
(Vince) 
J. Charles Thomas 
Frank Tours Orc 
*Cecil, W. & C., 
9:30 p.m.-W-WJIZ 
(Sloan's) 
20,000 Years in 
Sing Sing’ 
Warden Lawes 
*C.-W.-Cecll 
WECO PRODUCTS 
10:30 p.m.-Sat- 
WEAF 
‘Dr. West's 
rity Night’ 
George Olsen 
Ethel Shutta 
Kate Smith 
*J. W. Thompson 


WELCH 
(Grape Juice) 
8-F-WJIZ 
{rene Rich 
*Kastor 


WHEATENA 
7:15-TuThbursSat- 
WEAF 
‘Popeye the Sailor’ 
*McKee, Albright 
WOODBURY'’S 
9:45-Su-WJIZ 

Paul Whiteman 

Ruth Etting 

Ramona 

King’s Men 

Durelle 

Johnny Houser 

Bob Laurence 

*Lennen & Mitchell, 
Inc, 


Celeb- 





Columbia 





ACME PAINT 
6:30-Sa-WABC 
3miling McConnell 
"Henri. H. McD. 


AFFILIATED 
PRODUCTS 
(Louise Phillippe 
Cosmetics) 
7:15-W-WABC 
‘Paris Night Life’ 

Armida 
Pierre Le Kreune 
*Blackett-S-H 


aap 
7:30-Tu-W-Th 
WABC 
Kate Smith's Coffee 
Ti 


me 

Ted Collins 

Jack Miller's Ore 
*Paris & Peart 


AMERICAN 
HOME PRODUCTS 
(Edna Wallace 
Hopper Cosmetics) 


11:15 a.m.-M te F- 
WABC 


‘Romance of Helen 
Trent’ 

Virginia Clark 
Marie Nelson 
Eugene McGillen 
David Gothard ~ 
Hilda Graham 
Audrey McGrath 
Mary Calvert 


WABC-11:30 A.M. 
Mon. to Fri, 
(Kolynos) 
‘Just Plain Bill’ 

Arthur Hughes 

Ruth Russell 
James Meighan 
Curtis Arnall 
Geneva Harrison 
Ray Collins 
(Kissproof) 
(Outdoor Girl) 
11:45-Mon to Fri 
‘Rich Man’s 
Darling’ 
Peggy Allenby 
Ed Jerome 
Ethel Remey 
Carl Swenson 
Ona Munson 
Blanche Sweet 
(Bisodol) 
8:30-F-WABC 
‘B'way Varieties’ 
Oscar Shaw 
Carmela Ponselle 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Victor Arden’s Orc 


(O!d English Floor 


Wax) 
Fri-7:15 p.m.-WABC 
Lazy Dan, the 
Minstrel Man’ 
rving Kaufman 
‘Blackett 


ATLANTIC REF. 
7-Sa-WABC 

Atlantic Family 

Tour 

frank Parker 

Bob Hope 

Honey Chile 

Jack McBryde 

Rosemary DeCamp 

Joe Granby 





°N. W. Ayer 
CAMPBELL 
(Soup) 
9-F-WABO 
‘Hollywood Hotel 
Dick Powell 
Lonuella Parsons 
‘The Country Doc’ 
Jean Hersholt 
Dorothy Peterson 
Raymond Paige Ore 
Frances Langford 
Anne Jamison 
{gor Gorin 
(Tomato Juice) 
8:30-W-WARO 
Rurns & Allen 
Milton Watson 
Ken Niles 
Jacques Renard’s O 
*F W armstrong 
CARBORUNDUM 
7:30-Sa-WABC 
Carborundum Bd, 
Edward 4d’Anna, 
Conductor 
Francis Bowman 
*BBD&£0 


COCA-COLA CO. 
9:30-W-WARC 
‘Refreshment Time 

Connie Boswell 

Al Bowlly 

Ray Noble’s Oro 

*D’Arcy 

COLGATE-PALM- 
OLIVE-PEET 

‘(Palmolive Soap) 
8-Sa-WABC 

‘Ziegfeld Follies of 
the Air’ 

Fannie Brice 

James Melton 

Patti Chapin 

Al Goodman's Ore 


5:45 M to F-WABC 
(Super Suds) 
‘The Goldbergs’ 
Gertrude Berg 
James R. Waters 
Everett Sloane 
Rosalyn Silber 
Rosemary DeCamp 
Richard Clark 
10-W-WARC 
(Palmolive Shave) 
‘Gang Busters’ 
Phillips Lord 
Alice Reinhart 
James VanDyk 
Howard Smith 
*Penton & Bowles 


CONSOLIDATED 
CIGAR 


(Harvester Cigars) 
8-Th-WABC 
‘Harv and Esther’ 

Teddy Bergman 
Jack Arthur 
Bernard Gorcey 
Audrey Marsh 
Rhythm Girls 
Victor Arden's 
*Aitken-Kynett 
CORN PRODUCTS 
12:15-M-W-F-Sa- 
WABC 
‘Musical Reveries’ 
Stuart Churchill 
Orson Wells 
Ken Wood's Orc 
*E. W. Hellwig 


CREAM OF 
WHE 


Ore 





AT 
6-M-W-F-WABC 





‘Buck Rogers’ 
Matthew Crowley 
Adele Ronson 
Edgar Stehli 
Joe Granby 
Walter Tetley 
E. R. Johnstone, Au 
*Thompson 
DEL., LACK, & 
WSTRN COAL CU. 
(Blue Coal) 
6:35-M-W-WABO 
‘Vanished Voices’ 
Clyde North, Au. 
Bennett Kilpack 
Frank Novak's Ore 
Clark Andrews, Dr. 
*Ruthrauff & Ryan 
E. 1. DU PONT DE 
NEMOURS & CO. 
8-W-WABC 
‘Cavalcade of Am. 
‘Americ’n Shipping’ 
Arthur Pryor, Jr., 
Dir. 
Kenneth Webb, Au. 
Harold Levey’s Or 
*BBD&O 
‘Bridges’ 
FELS & CO. 
(Fels Naptha Soap) 
a.m.-Tu-Th- 
WABC 
‘The Rhythm Boys’ 
George Macdonald 
Al Dary 
Ice Switzler 
Ray Kulz 
*Young & Rubicam 
FORD MOTOR 
2:30-Su-WABC 


Jose Manzanares & 
his So. Americans 

Dolores 

Ramon Littee 

Paquita Anderson 

9-Su-WABC 

‘Ford Sunday Eve- 
ning Hour’ 

Colette d’Arville 

Detroit Sym Orch 

Victor Kolar 
9:30-Tu-WABO 

Fred Waring 

Stella Friend 

Rosemary & Priscil- 
la Lane 

Poley McClintock 

Tom Waring 

Bill Marshall 

Trey Peters 

Stuart Churchill 

Johnny Davis 

Tubby Hanlon 

Gene Conklin 

Charles Newman 

Ferne 

*N. W. Ayer 


GEN. BAKING 
5:30-Su-WABO 
Julia Sanderson 
Frank Crumit 
Carlyle Stevens 
Three Jesters 
Jack Shilkret Ore 
5-Daily Ex. Sat. & 
Sun-WABC 
‘Adventures of Ted 
and Terry’ 
Lester Jay 
Warren McCollum 
Willlam Adams 
William Ober 
Katharine Renwick 
Fred Uttal 
Jerry Macy 
Uncle Don 
John Martin 
Au. & Dr. 
*B.. Bu. DD & DG. 


GENERAL MILLS 
5:30 Daily ex.Sa- 
Su-WABC 
Jack Armstrong, 
All Am. Boy 

Jim Omechi 
Sarajane Wells 
John Gannon 
Bill B. Myers 

*Blackett 


GULF 
7:30-Su-WABO 
Phii Baker 
Beetle and Bottle 
Agnes Moorhead 
Maxine Gray 
E Smatle’s 7 Voices 
Hal Kemp's Ore 
*Young & Rubicam 
HECKER ti-0 
(Force) 
6:15-M-W-FE 
WABC 
‘Bobby Benson & 
Sunny Jim’ 
Neill O'Malley 
Florence Halop 
Eddie Wragge 
Detmar Poppen 
Lorraine Pankow 
Joe Wilton 
Peter Dixon 
Billy Halop 
John Battle 
John Shea 
*Erwin-Wasey 
H. J. HEINZ CO. 
10 a.m-M-W-F- 
WABC 
Josephine Gibson 
Lois Miller 
*Maxon 
JULIAN & 
KOKENGE 
(Footsaver Shoes) 
1:30-Su-WABC 
‘Musical Footnotes’ 
Vivian della Chiesa 
Franz Imhof 
R Ginsburgh's Ens 
*A Moore & Wailace 
KLEENEX 
12:30-M to F-WABC 
Story of Mary 
Marlin’ 
Basi! Loughrane, 
Dir 


Jane ‘Crusinberry, 
Au 


Joane Blaine 
Robt. E. Griffin 
Bob White 
Jesse Pugh 
Carteton Brickert 
Betty tou Gerson 
Jack Daly 
Bob Piske 
Murray Forbes 
Marjorie Hannan 
Anne Davenport 
Isabel Randolpn 
Lucille Husting 
*Lord & Thomaae 
G. KRUEGER 
(Beer & Ale) 
7:15-Tu-Th-WABC 
‘Kreuger Musical 
Toast’ 


Sally Singer 
Jerry Cooper 
Ray Block's Ore 


*Biow 
LADY ESTHER 
10-M-WABC 
Wayne King Ore 
*Stack-Goble 
LARNED CO. 
(Hill's Nose Props) 
6:45-Th-WABC 
Imverial Hawaiian 
Bd 


*Rinckett 
LEHN & FINK 
(Pebeco) 
7-Su-WABC 
Eddie Cantor 


Harry WBinstein 

Jimmy Wallington 

Burt Gordon 

Betty, Garde 

Louls Gress Ore 

*Lennen & Mitchell 

2-Su-WABC 

(Hind's Honey & 
Almond Cream) 

‘The Scarlet Pim- 
pernel’ 

Leslie Howard 


Graham Harris Ore 
*Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt 


LEVER BROS. 
(Lux Soap) 
9-M-WAKC 

‘Alias the Deacon’ 
Victor Moore 
*J, Walt. Thompson 
LIGGETT & 
MYERS 
(Chesterfield Cigs) 
9-W-WABO 
Lily Pons 
9-Sa-W ABO 
Nino Martini 
Andre Kostelanetz 
Ore throughout 
*Newell-Emmett 
MOHAWK CARPET 
MILLS 
12:45 Dally Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABO 
5 Star Jones’ 
Johnny Kane 
Elizabeth Day 
Bill Johnstone 
Phil Van Zante 
Florence Malone 
Eddie Marr 
Arlene Francis 
*Riackett-S-H, 

NATIONAL ICE 
ADV., INC. 
10-Tu-WABC 

‘Parties at Pickfair’ 
Mary Pickford 
Ginger Rogers 
Chas Butterworth 
Tamara 

Al Lyons Ore 
*Donahue & Coe 


PACKARD MOTOR 
CAR CO. 


8:30-Tu- WABCO 
Lawrence Tibbett 
Don Voorhees Ore 
*Young & Rubicam 


PHILCO 
7:45 datly ex. Sa- 

Su-WABC 
Boake Carter 
*Hutchins 


PILLSBURY 
11 a.m.-W-F-WARBC 
‘Cooking Close Ups’ 
Mary Ellis Ames 
*Hutchinson 


PLYMOUTH 
MOTOR 
9:30-Th-WABC 

‘Gulliver, the 
Traveller’ 
Ed Wynn 
John S. Young 
John MelIntyre 
Lennie Hayton’s Or 
*J. Stirling Getchell 
POMPEIAN 
4:15-W-F-WABC 
‘Youth & Rhythm’ 
Jerry Cooper 
Harold Stern’s Ore 
*Topping & Lloyd 
REMINGTON- _ 
RAND & TIME 
10:30-Daily Except 
Sat-Su-WABC 
‘March of Time’ 
*BBD&O 
R. J. REYNOLDS 
TOB. CO. 
(Camel Cigarettes) 
9-Ta-Th-WABOC 
‘Camel Caravan’ 
Walter O'Keefe 
Louis Sorin 
Alice Frost 
Kenny Sargent 
Pee Wee Hunt 
Deane Janis 
Ted Husing 
Glen Gray's Ore 
*Willim C. Esty Co. 
SOCONY VACUUM 
8-F-WAKC 
‘Flying Red Horse 
Tavern’ 
Walter W. King 
4 Red Horsemen 
Tavern Singers 
Freddie Rich Ore 
*J Stirling Getchell 


STANDARD OIL 
OF N. J. 
8-M-WABO 
3uy Lombardo & his 
Royal Canadians 
*Marschalk & Pratt 
STERLING PROD- 
DUCTS 
8-Tu-W ABC 
(Bayer’s Aspirin) 
‘Lavender and Qld 


Lace’ 
Fritzi Scheff 
Lucy Monroe 
Frank Munn 
jus Haenschen’s QO; 

§-Su-WABC 

(Phillips Dental 

Magnesia) 
Bernice Claire 
Abe I-yman 
Oliver Smith 
*Blactcert 
STEWART- 
WARNER 
(Alemitey 
10-Th-WABO 
Lysbeth Frughes 
Bob McCoy 
Art Thorsen 
Horace Heidt Ore 
Bernie Matttson 
Campbell Sisters 
Radio Ramblers 
Jerry jrowne 
Crnariles Goodinan 
*Blackett Sainple 


STUDZBAKER 
10-F-WABC 
Richard Himber 
Stuart Allen 
*Roche W & C 


U. S. TOBACCO 
(Dills Best) 
8:30-M-WABO 

‘Pipe Smoking Time’ 
Pick & Pat 
LaPrell Bros 4 
Benny Kruger's Or 
*McCann-Erick 

WARD BAKING 

6:15-Tu-Th-Sa- 

WABC 

‘News of Youth’ 
Laddie Seaman 
Jackie Keik 
Ethel Blume 
Alfred Corn 
Lester Jay 
Joyce Walsh 
Hanley Stafford 
Himan Brown, Dir. 
*Fletcher & Ellis 


WASEY PROD'CT? 
7:30-M-WABC 





‘Singing Sam’ 
Harry Frankel 


12-Dally Ex. Sa-Su- 
WABC ’ 


6:45-Sa-WABC 
Voice Experience’ 
M, Bayle Taylor 
*Erwin Wasey 
WILDROOT CO, 
7:15-M-WABC 
Ted Husing 
Charioteers 4 
"EB. B. D. & O-7 
WM. WRIGLEY 
7-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘Myrt & Marge’ 
Mrytle Vail 
Donna Damerel 
Vinton Haworth 





—— 


Les Tremayne 

Ray Hedge 

Karl Way 

Marie Nelson 

*Prances Hooper 
TOS 


(Machineless 
Permanent Waves) 
6-Su-W ABC 
‘Hour & Charm’ 
Phil Spitalny’s All. 
Girl Ens. 
Arlene Francis, m.o, 
Maxine 
3 Little Words 
Evelyn Kay 
Gypsy Cooper 
*“Grey Adv Agency 





Mutual 








AXTON-FISHER 
(Spud) 
Tu-11 p.m.-WOR 
‘Soldiers of Fortune’ 

Tex O'Reilly 

Enoch Light Ore 

Craig McDonnell 

Oyanguren 

Jerry Lesser 

*Keny’n & Eckh’rdt 
CAL-ASPIRIN 
12:45-M-W-F- 

WwoR 

‘Painted Dreams’ 

Kay Chase 

Mary Afflick 

Alice Hill 

Bess Flynn 

*Reincke-E.-Y.-G. 


& F 
CROWN OVERALL 
7:45 p.m.-Thu- 


WOR 
‘Crown Headlight 
Frolics’ 
Charles Seel 
Charles Wayne 
Devore Sis 
William Greene 
Claire Grenville 
Joe Lugar Orc 
*H. W. Kastor 
CRUSADERS 
Mon-8:15-WOR 
‘The Crusaders’ 
Fred G. Clark 
*Marschalk & Prat'* 
11:45-Mon. to Fri- 
WOR 
*Blackett 
GORDON 
BAKERIES 
7:30-M-F-W-WOR 
‘Lone Ranger’ 
*Sehl 
GRUEN 
7:45-Tu-Sa-WOR 
‘Washington 
Merry-Go-Round 
Drew Pearson 
Robert Allen 
De Garmo & Kilb’ne 
HOUSEHOLD 
FINANCE 
10:30 a.m.-Sat- 
WoR 
‘Sherlock Holmes’ 


Richard Gordon 
Harold West 


4 *F 


MURINE 
(Eye Wash) 
9:30-Thu- WOR 

‘Listen to This’ 
Johnny & Doty 
Lew Diamond Ore 
*Neisser-Meverhoff 
OLSEN RUG 
5:30-Su-WOR 
‘Sunday Afternoon 
At Home’ 
Louise Raymond 
Wells Ginn 
Umberto Neely Ore 
*P,-F.-Presbra 
PINAUD 
7:15-M.Th-Fri- 
won 
Alice Day 
Pearson Oro 





Octet 
*Lord & Thomas 
PISO 
12:15-Tu-Th-WOR 
‘Dream Singer’ 
Ralph Kirberry 
Betty Gould 
Frank Pinero 
*Aitken-Kynett 
PURITY 


BAKERIES 
5:15-M to F-WOR 
‘Omar the Mystic’ 
M.H.H. Joachim Dir, 
Ralph Schoolman 
Ethel Everett 
Ann Sedgewick 
Jeff Sparks 
Edm’nd MacDonald 
Arlene Jackson 
Eddie Vreeland 
Camille Joachim 
*Hanff-Metzger 


sss co 

(SSS Tonic) 

8.30-F-WOR 
‘The Music Box’ 
Mary E. Wood 
Bailey Axton 
William Stoess Ore 
*Johnson-Daliis 


UNITED CIGAR 
8:30-M-WOR 
‘Good Evening 
Serenade’ 
Isham Jones Oro, 
Eton Boys 
Loretta Lee 
Harry Von 
*Young & R 
WASEY 
(Zemo) 
M to Thu-11:15 Su- 
2:30-WOR 
‘Lampuiighter’ 
Jacob Tarshish 
*Erwin-Wasey 
R. L. WATKINS 
9:45 a.m.-M to E- 


Zell 


(Dr. Lyons’ Tooth 
Powder) 
‘Back Stage Wife’ 
Vivian Fridell 
Ken Griffin 

Henry Saxe 

Mary McCormick 
James Goss 
*Blackett-S-H, 


WANDER CO. 
(Ovaltine) 
3-M to F-WOR 
‘Molly of Movies’ 

Kirby Hawke 

Gene Byron 
Blackett-S.-H. 
WHELAN DRUG 
‘Yours Sincerely’ 

6 p.m.-Su-WOR 
Isham Jones Ore 
7 Singing Stars 
E Smatlile’s 7 Sing- 

ing Stars 
*Young & Rubican 





lore, and 
piano by 


sings 


hostelry’s grill. 
in feathered 


doubled into 


the Princess. 
stance of any Injuns having radio 
whack around this region. 

WFBR was attracted toward the 
Chief and the Princess when couple 
were at small downtown hotel here 
as lure for child patronage in the 
There they appeared 
headress and 
tanned-leather costumes. 


Indians (Real) on WEBR 


Baltimore, Feb. 25, 

Before a flock of agency reps and 
prospective clients, WEBR yester- 
day (Monday) auditioned Chief Big 
Bear and Princess White Beaver, 
Station is attempting to peddle pair 
for a serial show of kid appeal. 
Chief spiels stories of redskin folk- 





The 


accompanied on 
First in- 


beaded 
They also 


the recent General 
Motors trade show at the Armory 
to advertise Pontiac cars. 





Station 
changes 
takes the place 


work, 


advertising 


James Douglass.) 
Marie Donahue 


nical staff 
WAAW. 


are 


WAAW’s New Blood 


Omaha, Feb. 25. 
WAAW 
in personnel, 


several 
Hall 


has 
Betty 


of Elsie Easterly 
as receptionist, also doing program 
schedules and looking after 
commercial accounts. Miss Easterly 
left to join Ernest Bader & Co.,, 
agency. 
former manager of WAAW before 


(Bader was 


in the business 


force and Orville Weimer on tech- 
also 


fairly new at 





Success 
amateur 


of 


Twice as Long—Twice as Good? 
Philadelphia, Feb, 25. 
initial 
contest for 
ployees has led Philco to lengthen 
show from 30 minutes to full hour. 
Next program is Saturday (29). 
WIP is airing series, 


of 


em- 


broadcast 
its 10,000 


- 








Tommy Dorsey’s band made it 
three times this season Sunday (23) 
at Ritz ballroom, Bridgeport. 
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NAB. Calls Alien Actor Law Bad: 


See Bureaucrats as Judges of Art 


Washington, Feb. 25. 
Passage of alien actor legislation 
the broadcasting in- 


would injure 


dustry and deprive American audi- 
foreign musical talent, 
National Association of Broad- 
casters informed the House Immi- 
gration Committee last week. 
Opposing the Dickstein bill, 
James W. Baldwin, managing direc- 
tor, complained about any changes 
in existing statutes which would 
make the Labor Department or 
U. S. consuls the judge of whether 
foreign musicians and singers pos- 


ences of 


sess ‘unusual merit’ and declared 
that phraseology of proposed new 
bill would shut out nearly all for- 


eign artists. 

‘The resolution sets up no definite 
standard or yardstick capable of in- 
telligent application to this subject,’ 
3aldwin wrote the committee. 
‘Ability includes capacity, _ skill, 
competency, proficiency, and power 
to perform, as well as aptitude, 
knowledge and artistic perception. 


It embraces both native and ac- 
quired capacity. 
‘These are factors which admit 


of no answer definite and certain in 
itself. To require one to prove one's 
musical or artistic capacity, skill, 
competency, aptitude, knowledge 
and artistic perception, native and 
acquired, and then to require proof 
that the American engagement re- 
quires superior talent is to pro- 
vide, in effect, that few, if any, for- 
eign artists may enter into this 
country. If the purpose of the reso- 
lution is to bar all foreign artists, 
nothing need be added to its lan- 
guage.’ 
Capricious Officials 

Legislation would give either the 
Secretary of Labor or a U. S. diplo- 
mat abroad final authority to rule 
on admissibility of foreigners, N.A.B. 
statement pointed out. Further- 
more, Baldwin added, ‘there is no 
authority in existence to reverse 
their stand’ and ‘no matter how 
capricious’ the decision may be 
there is no appeal. 

‘Obviously none of these govern- 
ment officials is equipped to make 
decisions on such subjects,’ Bald- 
win said, remarking that ‘musical 
and dramatic ability cannot be 
measured by mathematical rules.’ 

Under the terms of the proposed 
bill, Federal officials would be given 
power ‘susceptible of manifest abuse 
without any recourse to those who 
may be injured,’ Baldwin protested. 


LONDON’S NOVELTY 
IS NOT TOO GOOD 


London, Feb. 7. 
time the B. B. C. 
commentary on 


First 
run a 


has ever 
Ameriean 
lines—other than its well arranged 
critical commentaries on big sport- 
ing events—was at the opening of 


Cochran's ‘Follow the Sun,’ Adelphi, 
London, Feb. 4. 


John Watt took a microphone 
into th ibule and gave the lis- 
teners p and down on the 
celebs ey rolled in. Idea was a 


novelty for this country, never hav- 
ing been attempted before, and was 
# first class plug for the show. 

Unfortunately it didn't amount to 
much, Kither there weren't the 
usual number of celebs there, or the 
mike crew missed ‘em, but the relay 
Was pretty tame. 

One smart press agent thought 
of taking his client along and get- 
ting him introduced the air, 
and got away with it like shelling 
peas, 


over 


WJAY’s Ist Rep 


WJAY, 500-watt Cleveland inde- 
pendent, has named Aerial Publiciz- 
ing its national sales rep. Edythe 
Fern Melrose, general manager, last 
week came to New York and set 
the deal. 


Station had no rep preceding the 
current arrangement, 


+ 





Just Pals 


Chicago, Feb, 25. 
Quin Ryan, who conducts an 
interview program with the 
newly betrothed at the Mar- 
riage License Bureau, almost 
signed off the air suddenly last 
week when he started to inter- 


view a waitress and -her hus- 
band-to-be. 

Ryan asked the girl if her 
fiance had any bad habits. Girl 


answered: ‘Yes, he smokes in 
bed. I’ve bawled him out about 
that, but it doesn’t do any 
good.’ 


Davis Amendment 
Repeal Favored 


By Senate Comm. 











Washington, Feb. 25. 
Davis amendment, requiring equi- 
table allocation of broadcasting fa- 


ous impossibility in distributing as- 
signments, Senate Interstate Com- 
meree committee declared Thursday 
(20) in report 
Wheeler bill wiping out the zone- 
quota idea. 

Pointing out that Federal Com- 
munications Commission urged the 
repealer ‘for practical reasons,’ com- 
mittee said the commish ‘has found 
that the drawing of artificial zone 
lines for guides in allocating radio 
facilities cannot satisfactorily be 
applied because of the physical laws 
governing radio transmission.’ Com- 
mish has experienced great difficulty 
in carrying out the idea, report said. 

The bill was indorsed by the 
commish which said the zone allo- 
eation requirement ‘is contrary to 
natural laws and has resulted in 
the concentration of the use of fre- 
quencies in centers of population 
and the restriction of facilities in 
sparsely-populated states.’ 

Wheeler measure would restore 
language in the 1927 radio act which 
stipulates that commish ‘shall make 
such a distribution of licenses, bands 
of frequencies, of wave lengths, 
periods of time for operation, and 
of power among the different states 
and communities as to give fair, 
efficient and equitable radio service 
to each of the same.’ 


Tyson to Florida 


Detroit, Feb. 25. 

Ty Tyson, veteran WWJ sport- 
easter, leaves for Lakeland, Fla., 
this week to cover training of 
Champion Detroit Tigers baseball 
team for his daily Minuterub pro- 
gram over WWJ. Will stay for 
month gathering material, and will 
plane his stuff daily to station, 

Mel Wissman, continuity writer 
and WWJ author, will mike it at 
this end, 











WJJD ON WBBM MAST 
Chicago, Feb. 25. 
WJJD, the Ralph Atlas station, 
has been permitted the use of the 
Columbia-WBBM auxiliary trans- 
mitter while moving from its pres- 
ent spot in Mooseheart to Des 
Plaines, some 30 miles 
Chicago. 
New WJJD transmitter expected 
to start booming around April 15. 








WIJAS Gets Gen. Mills 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 
General Mills has signatured for 
the baseball games on WJAS. 
Play-by-play will plug the flour 
company’s Wheaties product. 
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cilities between country’s five zones, 
should be repealed because of obvi- 


urging passage of 


nearer to} 


BRITISH RADIO 








FUTURE 


one 








CHARTER UP FOR 
RENEWAL IN 9 





Still Remote, but No 
Longer Fantastic—B.B.C. 


to British Public with 
Uplift Emphasis 





PRESS ENMITY 





London, Feb. 16. 

Commercial broadcasting in Great 
Britain is not as fantastic a pos- 
sibility for the future as heretofore 
it has been considered. It does re- 
quire an effort of the imagination to 
conceive of the British allowing ad- 
vertising copy to be read over their 
receiving sets. Yet insofar as Brit- 
ish listeners tune into Luxembourg 
and other commercial transmitters 
on the continent they are already 
innoculated, 

It seems not unlikely that a de- 


termined effort is to be 


basis. Just 


too imaginative a question at pres- 
ent. 


Problem is infinitely complex. 
Tradition and precedent oppose 
commer ialization of the _ radio. 


Against this British business men, 
increasingly relying upon advertis- 
ing, are conscious of the success 
stories built up in the United States 
through the use of radio. They 
wouldn’t mind having such a con- 
venient avenue into the parlors of 
the well known Englishman's castle. 


British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion’s governmental charter comes 
up for renewal next year, and in- 
siders expect that a strong effort 
to swing the present semi-official 
interests out of the concern will be 
made, 

Not Very Popular 


B. B. C. has not: endeared itself 
to the British public through its de- 
termination to give them uplift in 
large chunks. Actually, its pro- 
grams may have the highest cul- 
tural standard in the world but they 
are not popular as are American 
programs. Any press campaign 
against them invariably reaps fan 
mail by the hundreds of thousands, 
all agreeing with the attitude that 
the Corporation is stodgy, prim and 
prissy. 

Insiders here have been arguing 
for some time that RCA of Ameri- 
ca and the Beaverbrook financial 
group in London are keen on get- 
ting a grip on radio in this country. 

NBC the RCA subsidiary has an 
English end which tabs the local 
radio pretty thoroughly, and it is 
noticed is on friendly footing with 
the Beaverbrook press. Latter is 
leader of anti-B. B. C. propaganda, 

Question whether the B. B. C., as 
at present shaped, will keep its 
charter, rests with Parliament. That 
body has already taken one crack 
at the Corporation in a recent de- 
bate. When the renewal comes up 
before the House the question of 
some of the Corporation's activities 
are bound to get under fire. 

Essentially a non-commercial un- 
dertaking, it is likely to get verbal 
kicks for selling discs of its pro- 
grams to Empire and external sta- 
tions, thus getting a direct commer- 
| cial source of income. 





Press Enmity 


| Its entry into the publishing field, 
| while in no way violating its char- 
| ter, earned it the hatred of the big 
i press here, and resulted in a pretty 
| hard campaign against it. 

Its potential entry into newsreel 
| and film production to further its 
| television station programs will 
learn it just as much hostility from 


show business, 


+ 


Possibility of Advertising | 


Has Not Endeared Itself | 


made be- 
tween now and 1937 to prevent the 
charter of the British Broadcasting 
Corp. being renewed on its present 
what degree of adver- 
tising, if any, might be advocated is 





Early Gospel 


Feb. 25. 
from 
that 
daily 
and substi- 
tuted a 30-minute spot each 
Saturday afternoon. Preachers 
objected to the early bird stuff 
and checkup showed Knoxville 
with few early risers with an 
ear for religion. 

Preachers’ wives also kicked. 


SPOTLIGHT OF 
RADIO ON 
RACKETS 


Knoxville, 
Squawks were so loud 
clergy and churchgoers 
WNOX cut its 5:30 a.m. 


devotional service 














Feb, 25. 

Yankee Network, through WNAC 
here, has started a serics of pro- 
grams in conjunction with the Bos- 
ton Better Business Bureau to dra- 
mative the evils of the fraudulent 
‘partner wanted’ schemes. 

Material for the skits taken from 
the B. B. B. files, and hits the ether 
at noon on Saturdays. Fakes to be 


3o0ston, 


exposed include business opportu- 
nity rackets, cash bond schemes, 
free lot schemes, furniture club 
scheme, tipster sheets, etc. 
National headquarters of the 
Better Business Bureau in New 
York city report that tie-ups be- 


tween local bureaus and radio sta- 
tions are rapidly on the upbeat. 
Such tieups are effected entirely on 
a local basis. More than 30 are now 
in progress. 

Continued increase in this type 
of sustaining program is antici- 
pated by the B. B. B. because of 
consumer unrest and dissatisfaction 
with certain types of business. 
B. B. B. material is generally pre- 
sented from the angle of being a 
palliative, both to merchants and 
consumers, 


LIVE TALENT REPLACES 
WAX IN CHARLOTTE 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 25. 
Live talent has replaced trans- 
criptions for the first half hour of 
the daily one-hour Drug Products 
show on WBT. Dick Hartman and 
his Tennessee Ramblers, and Holly 
Smith and Johnny McAllister re- 
ceived the call. Hartman’s hillbilly 
outfit it leaning a bit nearer popular 
stuff. Holly and Johnny are doing 
their show, ‘Just the Two of Us.’ 
Sample give-aways are now draw- 
ing a maii of from 3,606 to 4,000 let- 
ters a week for the show. 


Baird Refinanced 


London, Feb. 16. 

Baird Television, subsidiary of 
Gaumont-British, has added ap- 
proximately $500,000 to its financing, 
through the subscription of 2,100,000 
shares at 60c. each. 

Issue oversubscribed in 
days. 











was five 


Herbert Rice to England 
3uffalo, Feb. 25. 

Herbert Rice, dramatic director 
and character player for WGR- 
WKBW here, will go to England in 
July as guest actor for the British 
Sroadcasting Co. Rice, a native of 
England, British radio 
plays extensively in WGR-WKBW 
programs. 

Mrs. Rice will accompany him on 
London trip and will also take part 
in drama. ‘Aunt Lil’ (Lor- 


has used 


She's 





raine Pankow) in the CBS Bobby 
Benson shows. 


' 


' other 


Stallings Talk, Lowell Thomas Gag 
Gives WMCA Jitters, Pulls Switch 


+ 


—. —_—__ -_—_—— 


WMCA, New York, last Thursday 


(20) cut off the airing of a talk on 
Ethiopia by Lawrence Stallings from 
New York 


the playwright-correspondent 


the Advertising Club 


after 
had made several references to the 
Ethiopian race and remarked on the 
prevalencs of veneral diseases 
among the natives of that country. 
WEAF, WOR and WHN, which also 
broadcast the event, proved less 
finicky, with each of these permit- 
ting the address to go through in- 
tact, 

A, L. Alexander, WMCA’s chief 
announcer, ordered the broadcast 
off the air after it had gone 20 min- 
utes of its scheduled three-quarters 
of an hour. Alexander later ex- 
plained that his action was 
prompted not only by what Stallings 
had already said but by a fear that 
the writer’s disregard for conven- 
tionalities would lead to something 
which would cause the station far 
more embarrassment. WMCA has 
on previous occasions, averred Alex- 
ander, been deluged with letters 
from negroes protesting against 
the station’s allowing speakers to 
refer to them derogatorily. 

Alexander said that he started to 
get uneasy about the broadcast 
even before Stallings spoke. In in- 
troducing the latter Lowell Thomas 
told a story about some one coming 
home stewed and after getting into 
bed with his wife discovered that 
there were four feet sticking out. 
The stew was about to baw! out his 
wife for infidelity when it occurred 
to him that he ought to wake up 
the stranger by pinching his feet. 
The yell that the stew let out con- 
vinced him that he had been wrong. 





Convention Tactics 


(Continued from page 43) 

ican Society of Composers, Authors 
& Publishers on license renewals. 

In a special report on the copy- 
right situation which was mailed to 
the NAB membership last week 
Baldwin charged that a member of 
the NAB board had been informed 
by ASCAP that the latter’s tele- 
graphic demand to stations Jan. 10 


for signatured contracts was at the 
insistence of NBC and Columbia. 
‘Certain other circumstances,’ wrote 
Baldwin, ‘tend to corroborate this. 
If this is true, the loss of the last 
oppertunity for negotiations must 
be ascribed to the networks as well 
as ASCAP.’ 

: Those ‘Special’ Contracts 

Baldwin's report declares that the 
discriminatory contracts given the 
networks by ASCAP as well as cer- 
tain independent stations is the 
fundamental reason for a lack of a 
united front in the broadcasting in- 
dustry today. The networks, Bald- 
win wrote, ‘face a substantially in- 
creased financial burden for copy- 
right licenses if any methods of 
compensation, such as a per piece or 
measured basis, is adopted, even if 
the total paid ASCAP is no larger 
than before.” This, he adds, ‘ac- 
counts for the networks’ opposition 
to the per piece or measured service 
plan, for their attitude toward five- 
year extensions of ASCAP contracts, 
for their oppostion to the govern- 
ment suit and perhaps other points 
in the policies followed by them. Re- 
port also asserts: 

‘No more effective weapon was 
placed in the hands of ASCAP than 
the provisions contained in the net- 
work-affiliate contracts requiring 
the affiliate to have SCAP and 
licenses. These provisions 
subjected the affiliated stations to 
the danger of heavy liabilities not 
only to ASCAP but also to the net- 
works. The group of stations affili- 





| 


| pendent 
ido likewise.’ 


|evitable that the 


ated with the two national networks 
is very large and constitutes a very 
important group. When they are 
forced to follow a certain course of 
action In copyright, it is almost in- 
remaining inde- 


stations will be forced to 
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PHIL SPITALNY 
All-Girl Orchestra 

39 Mins. 

ZOTOS (Sales Affiliates) 
Sunday, 6 pm. EST 
WABC, New York 


(Gray) 
Zotos is new to the beauty parlor 
trade and Sales Affiliates (Neal 


Andrews) is new to network radio. 
Thanks to the smacko music dished 


out by Spitalny, it seems probable 


that Zotos will achieve its ob- 
jectives. Good choice of talent and 


intelligent use of the material prog- 
nosticates commercial results. 
‘Hour of Charm,’ as Spitalny has 
named his all-female aggregation, is 
a natural affinity for the product, a 
chemical hairwaver. Charm is 
what beauty parlors are supposed to 
be selling. Program and product 


are tightly linked and the commer- 
cial copy, while calculated to make 
the manufacturers and distributors 
of electrical hair-waving machines 
have a sudden increase of blood to 
the temples, is effective verbiage 


for consumer ears. 
mite in it. Tw 


Copy has dyna- 
oOo major wallops are 


delivered. One when the program 
has been moving 10 minutes. Again 
around the 20-minute mark. Yet, 
despite this voltage, the program 


gives an impression of being excep- 
tionally free from announcer inter- 
ruptions. Whieh is achieving a 
good deal in commercial program- 
ming. Milady can have a free Zotos 
curl for the asking. 

Luscious orchestrating, for which 
Snitalny is noted, is well exemplified 


anew. With Maxine and Evelyn for 
warm vocals and sweet-zowie fid- 
diting, and the girls hopping into 


glee club formation at frequent in- 
tervals, program has plenty change 
of pace as it unrolls. Land. 
‘THE SOPHISTICATES’ 
Chatter 
15 mins. 
Sustaining 
Sundays, 5:30 p.m. 
WHN, New York 

WHN (owned and operated by the 
Marcus Loew Booking Agency) is 
thoroughly seasoned with jrialto 
flavor, and this stanza is no odd 
dish from that angle. It presents 
trivia scooped up from the daily 
gabfests in Times Square, mostly 
all about the show biz. To that 
extent its leanings are to the trade 
rather than te the fan, unless the 
fan can take his chatter Without 
buildup gloss. Right now it’s still 


rough around the edges, but the 
formula is okay. 

Irving Strouse (here operating 
under the nom de radio ‘Murray 


Hill’) is a publicity man with show 
connections. His assistant, labeled 
‘Miss O,’ is Pearl Osgood. Together 
they present a running fire of patter 
anent this-and-that backstage 
event, with only an _ occasional 
glimpse into the world beyond. 

Stanza of the 23rd also had two 
guesters for very brief interview- 
ing—Murray Green, co-producer of 
‘Russet Mantle,’ and Bernard Gross- 
man, theatrical attorney. Calibre of 
these two names, meaning very 
little outside the pale of Broadway, 
is indicative of where the program 
is aiming. 

Informality takes the place of 
rigid structure all around, but ought 
not interfere with smoothness as it 
now does. More practice will make 
greater perfection here, 














GUESSWORK! 


@ When you call for spot information 
on John Blair stations, you do a 
ou 

get this: the inclusion of complete mar- 

ket information and a reliable map of 
the merchandisable coverage area which 


permits you to key your selection of 
stations and markets to actual distribu- 
tion; in addition, a specific and intel- 
and 
finally, time availability which includes 
preceding, following, and competitive 


it on a catch-as-catch-can basis. 





ligent program recommendation; 


programs. 


@ Call your nearest John Blair office for 
one of these station presentations. They 
were designed especially for the added 


convenience of buyers of spot time, 


JOHN BLAIR 8 C0. 


NEW YORK 


41 Madison Ave., Murray Hill 2-6084 
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‘ZIEGFELD FOLLIES OF AiR” | 
With Minerva Pious, Patti Chapin, 
Gus Haenschen, Jean Paul King, 


Symphonettes, James Melton, 
Florence Freeman, Alice Rinehart, 
Frank Gould, Gallagher and 


Shean, Jack Arthur, Tiny Ruffner. 
Revue 
60 Mins. 

COLGATE -PALMOLIVE-PEET 
Saturday, 8 p.m. EST 
WABC, New York 

(Benton €& Bowles) 

Signal to go ahead with the debut 
of the ‘Ziegfeld Follies of the Air’ 
eame a few hours before the broad- 
cast. Up to that decision Benton & 
Bowles agency had four different 
radio programs rehearsed to go. 

Show that finally got the green 
light sidetracked the Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies’ with Fannie Brice and Al 
Goodman, both sick, the tentative 
‘Palmolive Follies,’ a framk make- 
shift fill-in, and ‘Irene,” an after- 
thought to extend the operetta series 
which this new show supplants on 
the CBS 8-9 Saturday night romp. 

Conditions governing the launch- 
ing need to be taken into consid- 
eration in rating the first program. 
That program completely lacked 
plot despite Benton & Bowles’ pur- 
ported intention of having a back- 
stage narrative to thread the mate- 
rial together. What listeners heard 
Saturday was a straight revue; a 
salute to the name of Ziegfeld and 
a retrospective serving-up of cer- 
tain songs (those not barred by 
WB-ASCAP situation), plus the im- 
personation of various theatrical 
personalities identified with the 
great glorifier. It is, however, ob- 
viously not what the agency has in 
mind and is not presumably a typi- 
cal sample of what the program is 
to be hike. Fill-in nature of pro- 
gram is kept in mind, therefor, in 
this report. 

Agency and Gus Haenschen (who 
deserved but did not get billing) 
gave the program a certain zippy 
tempo. It moved fast. But not fast 
enough to compensate the lack of 
comedy and the lack of individually 
memorable incidents. An hour is 
a long time as the clock ticks in a 
broadeast studio and stomping out 
a brisk tempo is not a complete dis- 
guise for an absence of material. 
This angle suggests, and rightly, 
that hints of ennui slipped into the 
second half of the program. It is 
perhaps the tipoff that, having 
earlier introduced Gallagher and 
Shean imitating their paternal or- 
iginals, the program recalled them 
toward the end to give the show 
needed comedy lift. 

To Minerva Pious fell the monu- 
mental job of pinch-hitting for Fan- 
nie Brice. A capable radio character 
commedienne she performed under 
handicaps that entitle her to a full 
measure of credit. Actually she had 
very little to do and as the pro- 
gram’s principle comedy source it 
wasn’t enough. 

A novelty for radio is the patter 
announcements of numbers made by 
Symphonettes in the manner of 
chorus girls before the drapes. This 
carries the stageline, ‘So-o-o’ and is 
faintly girlish-goofy. Old stuff with 
Broadway musicals of course. 

Musically the program had merit. 
In addition to the _ orchestral 
strength, a femme group, The Sym- 
phonettes, and Patti Chapin worked 
in and out of various numbers to 
nice results. Melton, too, did well 
both on his own and in impersona- 
tion of John Steel. Frank Gould, 
who has done some nice mimickry 
for radio, flopped badly on Eddie 
nce a 2 It was a puny approxima- 

on. 

Commercial end of program had a 
good deal of production!’ Logical 
tie-in with the Follies beauty brig- 
ade is stressed. Jean Paul King in- 
terrogated two lasses supposed to 
be from the Follies and given 
phoney tags. They gave fulsome as- 
Surances that only Palmolive was 
g00d enough for their epidermis. 
This could have been ridiculous, 
but Florance Freeman and Alice 
Rinehart, experienced radio actress- 
es, handled the ghosting suavely 
with just the right amount of 
gushiness. Jean Paul King made the 
main chunks of the copy palatable. 
It was a difficult assignment but 
he came out tops. 

King is from Chicago and this 
is his first big network chore in 
Manhattan. His diction is excellent 
and he intelligently offset the bom- 
bastic nature of the copy with a 
delivery that combined the insis- 
tence this particular agency seems 
to favor with a more modern modu- 
lation of tone. Even so, the copy 
came too often and it came in lke 
steam in the radiator. Land, 


‘BUGLE CALL REVIEW’ 
Mins. 

Mon., Fri., 8 a.m. CST. 
Sustaining 

KWK, St. Louis 

New local show from studios of 
KWK. Linda, Bill and Jack sing 
tunes from way down South while 
Harry Babbitt vocalizes latest re- 
leases from Tin Pan Alley. Linda 
Raye and her Escorts pour forth 
some sweet tones. Time signals 
and weather reports are interwoven 
with wise cracks by Allen Anthony, 
newest member of KWkK’s announc- 
ing staff. 

‘This show is especiallv suited for 
those who awaken with anything 
but a friendly attitude towards the 











world, especially in this sub-zero 
weather. 
It's breezy and easy to talc. 


Sahu. 


CLAY MORGAN 

Travel Discussion 
COMMERCIAL 

15 Mins. 

B’KLYN DAILY EAGLE 
Thursday, 8:15 p. m. 
WEVD, New York 

In discussing France and Its at- 
traections for the tourist, Clay Mor- 
gan of the French line, is less en- 
tertaining, more exploitational. That 
is natural since Morgan is the pub- 
licity director of the line which 
operates the Normandie, Tle de 
Franee and other boats looking for 
customers. While the publicity 
man’s talk, as done Thursday night 
(20), could react to the benefit of 
all lines on the buildup given, the 
French line is at least mentioned by 
name and stands to benefit the most. 

Program is sponsored by the 
Brooklyn Daily Eagle, which pub- 
lishes in its travel department on 
Sunday the address on the air of 
the Thursday previous. 

Morgan has a good ether voice 
and personality. He called his ad- 
dress ‘Going Abroad a ka Fran- 
caise.’ Char. 


Follow-Up Comment | 


Second installment 
Pickford’s series for Ice Industries 
over CBS presented the odd cir- 
cumstance of a sponsor paying $4,- 
000 for a name and then proceeding 
to push this name into an almost 
entirely obscure corner. It was still 
Miss Pickford’s party and Pickfair 
the scene, but the continuity made 
the hostess so unobtrusive that the 
wonder frequently arose as to 
whether she wasn’t lost in the 
shuffle. 

Whatever appearances Miss Pick- 
ford did make before the mike 
were brief and laconic to the point 
of self-effacement. Interludes al- 
loted her allowed for the introduc- 
tion of a couple guests plus Carl 
Brisson for a song medley, a word 
or two with the English butler, a 
passage about love and the lights of 
Hollywood, and an explanatory note 
to an excerpt from ‘One Rainy Aft- 
ernoon,’ a United Artists release 
now in process of production. Fran- 
cis Lederer and Ida Lupino did the 
scene, with the raspy voice of a 
temperamental director woven in for 
studio color. 

From the viewpoint of sheer 
entertainment the honors were 
pretty well monopolized by the 
dance unit and an unbilled mixed 
chorus. Girl trio in the latter un- 
limbered a harmonic arrangement 
that left nothing wanting. A bit 
that ran tiresomely long was the 
pantry exchange between the butler 
with the Piccadilly accent and the 
Jap houseboy from the Frank Wat- 
anabe sketches. One insisted on 
serving the cocktails first, while the 
other argued that the hors d’ouvres 
must precede. 

Device for fading out the program 
was adroit. A guest wanted to know 
when they were going to eat. This 
gives the butler his cue, and he an- 
nounces, ‘Dinner is served.’ 

Sales copy limits itself to plead- 
ing the advantages there are in hav 
ing the icebox packed with natural 
ice instead of depending on chem- 
ical refrigeration. It takes the 
moisture from a cake of ice to keep 
the lettuce crisply fresh. Strange 
angle about the plug fs that not once 
is the word ‘icebox’ used. It’s 
always ‘refrigerator, which with 
the average persons carries the con- 
notation of a chemically controlled 
apparatus, such as Frigidaire, Elec- 
trolux, etc. 








(18) of Mary 





Kitty Carlisle’s guest appearance 
with Ben Bernie in his’: American 
Can program over NBC Tuesday 
night (18) again proved that her 
soprano shows to better effect on 
the film soundtrack than when left 
to the mercies of the control reom 
engineer. There wasn’t much re- 
siliency or tonal sweep about the 
voice that came through the radio 
loudspeaker that evening. She did 
get in an ingratiating moment 
during the patter exchange with 
Bernie which preceded her two song 
numbers. On a previous guest shot 
with Rudy Vallee the same micro- 
phonic alteration in tone occurred. 


George Fischer’s Studio Whispers 
on KFWB, Los Angeles, is trying a 
new tack to vary the wont of film 
echatterers, that of a straight recita! 
of personality and production items. 
Airing for past two vears. Fischer is 
stepping out with sound effects and 
thumbnail dramas. Latest innova- 
tion to interview player from one of 
the showcase little theatres, a dia- 
logued narration of the hope that 
springs eternal, the constant pur- 
suit after that big picture break. 
His subject was Henrietta Norman, 
who proved an excellent vis-a-vis. 


Mobil Magazine passed into its 
second year on the Don Lee coast 
network and definitely set as a late 
evening fav. Formula has been 
changed but little, being patterned 
after a mag with its pages of 
drama, comedy, music and adver- 
tisements. Clicked from the start and 
building right along. Production 
has shown vast improvement and 
choice of topical subjects gives show 
an up-to-the-minute flavor. Dave 
Broekman’s ork swings and chills 
as the occasion demands. Tempo 
never lags and all hands can take 





a bow. 


GEORGE OLSEN-ETHEL 

SHUTTA 
With Lee Sullivan, Joe Cook (Guest 

Star) 

Band, Comedy 
30 Mins. 
DR. WEST’S TOOTHBRUSH 
Saturday, 10:30 p.m. EST 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Walter Thompson) 

Unveiling of the Dr. West's new 
Celebrity Night series over NBC 
last weekend (22) reunited George 
Olsen and Ethel Shutta as a com- 
mercial twosome for the first time 
in several years. Miss Shutta 
proved that her talent for singing a 
comedy or novelty tune was as in- 
gratiating as ever, but the program 
as a whole sounded off as decid- 
edly mild entertainment. Coming 
immediately after ‘Shell Chateau,’ 
the Dr. West show Iet the listeners 
in for a sharp letdown. 


Perhaps the producers of the 
show were trying to convey the 
idea of intimate entertainment. If 


so, no pains were spared. It was so 
intimate at times that onty the per- 
formers could have been privy to 
what was going on. There were a 
number of inside laughs and giggles, 
that is, for those inside the studio. 
Even Joe Cook’s nonsense got mixed 
up with the intimacy idea and the 
results were away below his usual 
level until Miss Shutta ceased to 
play straight and an unbilled stooge 
stepped in and gave Cook oppotu- 
nity to unload a routine framed 
around the efforts of an amateur 


song writer. The script at this 
point, plus the two songs allotted 
Miss Shutta, constituted the two 
bright spots of the half hour. 
Program generally suffered from 
slugegishness. The material was 


badly balanced and dovetailed, while 
the most maladroit touch came with 
the interpolation of ‘Let Me Call 
You Sweetheart’ at a point when 
the show was most in need of be- 
ing jacked out of the doldrums. It 
is quite likely that the tune had 
been named by the sponsor as his 
favorite, but a iess inappropriate 
spot could have been found for it. 
Lee Sullivan’: whispy tenor fared 
nicely during the interludes of 
dance music. 

J. Walter Thompson's penchant 
for testimonials served as the high- 
point for the ad message. A girl, 
with name and aadress quoted, was 
brought before the mike to tell how 
dull and unsightly her teeth used to 
be when she used to use soggy 
toothbrnshes, and how sparkling 
white they became with the appli- 
eation of Dr. West’s Wet-proof 
brush. She was described as the 
typical case. Also touted on the 
program was the Dr. West brand of 
toothpaste. Odec. 





ALAN COURTNEY’S JOYMAKERS 
Patter, Music, Singing 

30 Mins. 

a dat angen ELECTRIC 

«N. J.). 

Daily Except Sun., 11:30 a.m. 
WNEW, New York 
(Bess & Schillin) 

Alan Courtney’s Joymakers’ club 
has been heard over WNEW for 
some time, membership of several 
thousand in organization evidencing 
interest by attending studio broad- 
casts. But this is its premiere as 
commercial effort, and it’s much 
smarter than when first done, 

Ballading by Tempo King, who 
sounds like exceptional voice; neat 
ivory gymnastics and song by Joan 
Edwards, and pleasing sole by 
Bobby Goday, ‘man mountain of 
song,’ were outstanding on initial 
broadeast. Alan Courtney acts as 
master of ceremonies, turning in 
smooth ad-lib performance and dis- 
playing unusual restraint. More ef- 
fective than in other broadcasts 
when too much straining for laughs 
sometimes has had opposite effect. 
Courtney exhibits showmanship in 
taking club members over rough 
spost of initial mike appearances. 
With Jimmie Rich pedaling organ, 
Courtney leads club members in 
‘Wahoo’ communal singing. 

Program needs new opening more 
in keeping with ealibre of re- 
mainder of show. Understanding is 
this is to be remedied, and that 
Helen Forrest, soloist, and Lanny 
Grey, composer who've been on sick 
list, soon will be back in cast. Re- 
straint is displayed in length and 
type of sales chatter. Walter Kelly 
of Bess & Sehillin framed program. 

Wear. 





SPENCER BENTLEY 
With Louise Vetter 
Play Commentator 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Tu.-Fri., 5:30 p.m. EST 
WNEW, New York 

This twice weekly show is a fol- 
low-up for first nights along Broad- 
way. In addition to personal slants 
on the legit offering itself, the pro- 
gram includes audience reactions 
and celebrity close-ups. Spencer 
Bentley, former legit actor, teams 
with Louise Vetter (who plays a 
Miss Judy character) and between 
the duo, a cross-section of the pre- 
miere is re-created, 

A clever writing job marks the 
show foremo:t, though in a few in- 
stances, there’s a slight tendency to 
overwrite it. This is most notice- 
able in the curtain dropping episode 
and intermission breaks. Too much 
material jammed the program at 
this hearing. 

3entiey is labeled the Top-Hat- 





ter and his partner plays dumb so 





MELODY TREASURY HUNT 
Amateur Composers 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 


Thursday. 9:15 op. m. 
WOR, New York 


As the title suggests, this one fer. 
rets among the mountains of un- 
published manuscripts for hidden 


nuggets. Whether any commercial] 
sheet music fs brought up from the 
dredging is less vital to the realities 
of the radio problem than the ques- 
tion of whether people will listen to 
a program based on this idea and 
earried out in this manner. On a 
basis of sample one the guess is that 
the program will have its hardships, 

Professional singers of amateur 
songs is not quite pat. It puts the 
emphasis upon material rather than 
personalities, Latter, who are WOR 
staff artists, are played down and 
the material isn’t, or maybe can't be, 
sufficiently played up to make @ 
definite impression on the mind. 

Chief value of the regulation ama- 
teur program lies in the dramatizing 
of the life stories of the contestants 
or the use of various tricks of the 
trade that make the listener parti- 
san. He becomes a rooter for Joe 
MeSwish of Ipswich whom he 
wants to win. But in this program 
one song competes with another. 
It’s cold and impersonal. Some of 
the tunes are perhaps better than 
would be expected, yet taking the 
inaugural program as typical it's re- 
mindful of a toy music box—one 
jingle sounds remarkably like all 
the others. 


Chief flaw in the stunt program its 


the way in which the material is 
dished out. Basic idea is perhaps 
okay if—and that’s plenty big—the 





carrying out of the idea can be im- 
proved. Various singers and the 
orchestra (barring an over-guitared 
tendency) display routine efficiency. 
A merchandizing appendage to the 
program, if and when commercial- 
ized calls for the publication of the 
winning song. Not quite clear how 
this would benefit the sponsor. 
There are no prizes offered the 
amateur composers except that the 
winning song is repeated on the 
following program. And there is no 
building up, or practically none, for 
the composers. Here it would seem 
the auspices were muffing a chance 
to link the songs to living drama in 
the listener’s mind. The amateur 
composer should be dramatized. Not 
just casually mentioned as a ‘pretty 
girl from Brooklyn.’ Failure to cite 
names, addresses, occupations and 
other data robs the show of the 
note of authenticity. 

Program fails in its present form 
to register. It doesn’t get down to 
eases. Listener is not led to believe 
that fame and fortune are really in- 
volved—and that’s the essence of an 
amateur program appeal. It pro- 
vokes feeble enthusiasm in the dis- 
interested observer to be told that 
for turning out a better-than-the- 
rest composition the chief laurel is 
another plug next Thursday. That 
doesn’t buy any chop suey. Land. 





that her questions serve to usher 
in intimate details of the lobby 
crowd. ‘Halloween’ was the play 
reviewed this time. Program moved 
into the house direct, down the aisle 
and back again after the curtain 
fall. Much off-stage noise and 
shoulder-rubbing. Voices okay and 
personalities pleasantly drilled into 
the presentation. 

Neat scripting peps up the pro- 


ceedings, which might become 
stilted if handed out in standard 
fashion. 


Bral. 
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WOMEN RUNNING for drug stores 


to sample a new hand Iotion. 
Retail outlets opened without 
solicitation. Muscatine drug- 
gist convinced that “women 
can run 100 yard dash in less 
than 9 seconds!” Des Moines 
druggist reports new lotion tied 
for first place in sales. These 





rie ~. 


are the results of Happy Chap- 
pies broadcast (Nat Vincent 
and Fred Howard) for Pearlo- 
tion over KRNT and WMT 
hookup. 

Get the complete story now. 
We're specialists in mixing tal- 
ent, program idea and mer- 
chandising-hook to do a job. 


THE TOWA NETWORK 


KSC Radio 








KSO — WMT — KRNT: 
Stations of The Des Moines 
Register and Tribune 


John Blair & Co. 





Representatives: 
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ANNIE LONGWORTH WALLING- 

FORD 
Travel Taiks 
15 Mins. 

TENDER LEAF TEA 
Mon., Wed., Fri., 5:30 p.m. 
WKRC, Cincinnati 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

A test program for Chase & San- 
born. Agency sent one of its femme 
experts on from N. Y. to groom the 
idea for 13 weeks. Broadcast is la- 
beled “Tea Time.’ 

Started off on the right foot by 
engaging Mrs. Buckner Ashby Wal- 
lingford, whose maiden name was 
Annie Longworth. One of this 
burg’s 400, she is a sister of the 
late Congressman Nicholas Long- 


worth, and of the Countess de 
Chambrun. 

A world traveler and mixed in 
with nobility Mrs. Wallingford has 


a wealth of experiences that should 
appeal to people of the tea-sipping 
class. Her voice is polished and the 
episodes she recounts are engross- 
ing, especially so when they ring in 


the names of her own celebrated 
brother and sister and other folks 
of note. : 


Program caught (19) perhaps ex- 
pected too much from Mrs. Walling- 


ford, in view of her newness to 
broadcasting. She was burdened 


with a lengthy script that ran tales 
of trips together without connec- 
tion and punch points. Appearing 
to be fearsome of time limitation, 
she handied a portion of the ma- 
terial se rapid as to betray reading 
and nervousness, 


Conversational routine with the 
announcer, Jack Curran, smartly 
placed for blurbs. Koil. 


DON JOHNSON 
Comedy 
6 Mins. 
FLEISCHMANN 
Thursday, 8 p.m., EST 
WEAF, New York 
(J. Waiter Thompson) 

With such a great variety of sub- 
jects to provide fodder for serio- 
comic lectures, Don Johnson could 
probably handle a short weekly ra- 
dio spot of his own. Former mem- 
ber of Al Pearce’s ether Gang was 
one of the highlights of the Rudy 
Vailee program. 

Johnson picked a ‘bird lecture’ for 
his six-minute bit on this broadcast, 
and his whispering delivery and 
speech hesitancies abetted by a 
stooge for the phoney bird imita- 
tions, came through strongly. His 
laugh average (for radio) was ex- 
tremely high. 

It’s the delivery of his material, 
much more than the material, that 
counts, which would make it com- 
paratively easy for a writer to feed 
him regularly. Scho. 


i ee 








HARRY RICHMAN 
With Kay Thompson, Louis Katz- 
man’s Orchestra 
Discs 
15 Mins. 
DODGE MOTORS 
Sundays, 6:45 p. m. EST. 
WOR, New York 
(Ruthrauff € Ryan) 

This is another link in the two- 
fisted ether job Chrysler has on tap 
for 1936, and the plugging is as 
aggressive as any of Chrysler's 
knockdown sales jobs. From the 
programming end of the series, how- 
ever, there is a new note so far 
struck by only a few platter users 
—i. e., the ‘guest star’ idea. 

As represented on the program 
caught for this review (23) the 
guester plan lends an impression of 
fairly costly production, a feeling 
not always prevalent with e. t. work. 
Harry Richman as m. c. keeps his 
patter and his singing 
strained since Dodge is shooting for 
the family market. Kay Thomp- 
son’s appearance, calling for a pair 
of songs and a small 
chatter, over okay. Katzman’s stint 
performed with finesse. 

Program all told runs along 
smoothly, and rocks only slightly 
on the bumps of hyper sales sp eling. 


BARNYARD FROLICS 
With Pappy Cheshire 
Hillbillies 

60 Mins. 

DRUG TRADE PRODUCTS 
Daily, 2:45 p.m. 

KMOX, St. Louis 

Hillbilly 
big break 
show. 
m.c, stuff as an old man from the 
hills and these native Ozarkians put 
on a fast and peppy show in the 
backwoods style. When 20 of them 
go-to-town on a hill tune ‘tis far 
from grand opery but it’s usually 
entertaining. 

‘Skeets’ billed as the golden-voiced 
yodeler did some high warbling and 
a little gal “The Ozark Sweetheart’ 
vodeled a sweet tune with a lot of 
feeling. ‘Pappy’s’ jokes, ancient but 
good-natured, helped along the en- 
tertainment. Does anybody who 
listens to hillbilly stuff care any- 
how. A boys’ quartet ‘Four Harvest 
Hands, did close harmony with 
‘Way Up Thar.’ Jimmy and Dick 
sobbed a ditty about ‘Nevada Moon.’ 

Show is divided into four 15-min- 
ute units and a @ifferent product of 
the drug trade is plugged in each 
quarter. Show is put on in the 
KMOX Radio Playhouse with tick- 
ets available. A full hour a day and 
every day. It’s a cinch the time, 
not the talent, the expensive item. 

Sahu. 


and chatter 
with this 


music 


locally hour 


pretty re-| 


amount of | 


gets 


‘Pappy’ Cheshire does his | 


MALCOLM LaPRADE 
‘The Man From Cook’s’ 
Talk, Organ 
15 Mins. 
COOK’S TRAVEL BUREAU 
Sun. 5:30 p.m. EST 
WJZ, New York 
(L. B. Wertheimer) 

‘Man from Cook's,’ Malcolm La- 
Prade, is back on his split blue net- 
work to lend a pleasant voice in 
describing distant places and at the 
same time drum up business for the 
travel agency. For seven years he's 
come on the air around the Je*ight 
of the winter travel season and gone 
off just about the time that people 
start thinking of summer vacations. 
His travel notes, each following a 

path well beaten by Cook escorted 
| tourists, make 
|}and suave salesmanship. 
LaPrade devoted the 
;of the initial program 

jnew series to the task of reassur- 
|ance. Persons with a yen for tour- 
jing may have been frightened off 
| from striking off this year because 
| 





major part 
(26) in 


of reports about political disturb- 
ances they have been reading in 
the newspapers. These reports, as- 
sured LaPrade, are nothing to worry 
about: Travel conditions, he said, 
jare okay, because if they weren't 
| Cook wouldn’t show, as it does, the 
busiest travel season in six years. 

No matter how the local citizens 
may be restricted, the Cook escorted 
traveler won't have to experience 
any discomforts. Fact, said La- 
Prade, that the Italian has to un- 
dergo meatless days doesn’t mean 
that the tourist can't have ham with 
his eggs or meat balls with his 
| spaghetti. 

An organ provides the musical 
theme for LaPrade’s travelogs. 

Odec. 








SMOKE DREAMS 
15 Mins. 
H. FENDRICH, Inc. 
Sunday, 3:45 p.m., E.S.T. 
WLW, Cincinnati 
(Ruthrauff € Ryan) 
Though basically a muser, this 
vehicle has as much action in it as 


any quarter-hour musical on the 
air. And it’s class from bell to bell. 


Talent is changed weekly. All drawn 
from Crosley staff and no names 
announced. 

On this hearing (16) the ‘Dreamer 
of Dreams’ reflected on the minstrel 
show of yesteryear, a Valentine day 
during his courting period, and of 
post-war days in France. Each epi- 
sode was appropriately treated with 
instrumental and vocal support that 
included a male chorus, large or- 
chestra, banjo solo, bass and femme 
soloists of quality. Atmosphere en- 
riched with faded snatches of the 
familiar ‘Only Dreaming’ theme 
tune. Koll. 





interesting listening | 


the | 





‘PETER ABSOLUTE” 

With Arthur Anderson, Jeanette 
Nolan, Julian Noa, Arthur Mait- 
land, Clarance Straight, Junior 
O’Day and Peter Donald 

Serial Drama 

20 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sundays, 2:30 p.m. 

WEAF, New York 





Impression left by the first chapter | 


of this serial (23) is strong. In all 
departments—writing, acting and 
settings—it registers a decided forte. 
But its commercial potentialities 
will have to await further unravel- 
ing of the yarn. By then the audi- 
ence should be set as to type. First 
edition looked like rocking chair and 
middle class calibre, with good 


| 
| 


} 


chances of drawing favor from the | 


critical and reform elements. 
David Howard, erstwhile CBS 
;continuity man and now free lanc- 


ing, scripted the doibg an 
able job. Has chosen the Erie Canal] 
as his background, but the actual 
tale bears little, if anv, resemblance 
to the familiar Canal literature 
(‘Rome Haul,’ etc.). ‘Peter Absolute’ 
is less local in its Americana, and 
the model quite obviously has been 
Dickens. Choice, as born out by the 
initial episode, is a good one. North- 
ern New York in the early 19th 
century presented many of the 
customs and all of the hardships of 
English factory life. Plus, of course, 
the Horatio Alger opportunities. 


Howard's buildup with this ma- 
terial is careful and 
Entire first half hour spent depict- 
ing the orphan life of the ‘Absolute’ 
character and his adverse environ- 
ment in a boarding school. Eventu- 
ally a sympathetic matron urges 
him to escape his rigors in search 
of a better fortune elsewhere, and 
this provides the springboard for 
the coming installments. 

Material, solidly strung together 
without any injections of synthetic 
pace or sentimentality, is pretty 
severe for a radio cast. Performers, 
however, turned in a better than 
good account of themselves, evi- 
dently having spent adequate time 
in rehearsing. Especially true of 
Arthur Anderson, 12-years-oid, 
whose ‘Peter Absolute’ role required 
the majority of the lines. Kid did 
socko work. Jeanette Nolan as the 
sympathetic matron and Julian Noa 
as the cruel headmaster also 
meritorious. Rest of the cast way 
over average. 

As radio dramatic fare, this one 
strays somewhat off the beaten path 
in favoring heaviness over-pace. To 
date practically the only other web 
writer to go in for this kind of thing 
has been Lulu Volimer. That there 
haven’t been more comers along this 


story, 


full-length. | 


MAGNOLIA and SUNFLOWER 
Skit 


15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady. 
Blackface pair, recently booked 


by NBC at WGY for a radio debut, 
are sketching thrice weekly on a 
supper-hour spread. Skit pictures 
them as newlyweds down South, 
Sunflower putting Magnolia in the 
clothes washing business as soon as 
they had Mendelisohned. Hie does 
the bossing, master- minding and 
collecting; ‘permits’ partner to do 
the back-bending and knuckle rub- 


bing, plus household choring. Some 
quarelling, Magnolia sensing the 
come-on arrangement, but the big- 


voiced Sunflower overruling. 


Story started rather slowly, but 


|last episode caught gave impression 


|; not seem 


|dents are few. 





it was picking up. Scripting 
over strong. Characters, 
though lifelike, are not outsianding 
for laughs or heart tugs; surprise 
twists and suspense-building inci- 
Sunflower is not a 
particularly likeable figure via loud- 


aoes 


speaker—probably would be on tiie 
stage, played with ‘business’ for 
comedy contrast. He reminds at 
times of Andy of Amos ’n’ Andy, 
but the role as written is without 
many of the light touches which 


make Andy appealing. Magnolia is 
a part with a little more pull on the 
invisible audience. Laughs are 
wangied through tiffing and mis- 
pronunciation of words; also two 
catch lines, which may build. 
Themer is the appropriate ‘Stormy 
Weather.’ 

Duo handle dialect skillfully, 
working in a style suggesting burnt- 
corkers of vaudeville and minstrelsy. 
On the ether, the bass-chorded Sun- 
flower’s speech is clearer and 
smoother. Magnolia’s is naturally 
pitched higher and at times it 
sounds raspy and a bit indistinct. 
However, this was not so on last 
Stanza head. Jaco. 





Jimmy Lynch, WMCA, New York, 
sounds effect engineer, credited with 
inventing new ‘crash’ machine, 


Don Alberto Toreadors, recently 
back from Havana, on WNEW, 
New York, Dance Parade. 





line is patently due to the fact that 
radio casts haven't the time to re- 
hearse scripts of a thoroughly solid 
nature. It’s an old howl with the 
reformers, but with the chances of 
tragedy staring most heavy scripts 
in the face, work like Howard's and 
Vollmer’s will be in the small 





minority, no matter how able. 
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New Business 





DALLAS 


Lone Star Gas System (gas appli- 


ances), Dallas; ld-minute weekly 
program for 52 weeks, Direct. 
WFAA, Dallas. 

Armstrong Packing Co. (Bird 
Brand shortening), Dallas, two 15- 
minute programs weekly for 52 
weeks. Haney-Leche agency, Dallas. 
WFAA, 

Bulova Watch Co., 63 weekly an- 
nouncements. Biow Co., agency. 
WFAA, 


ro 


Armund Co. (cosmetics), 52 one- 
minute transcriptions. H. W. Kastor 
and Sons agency. WFAA. 

John Morrell and Co. (Red Heart 
dog food), 52 five-minute programs. 
Hurst and McDonald agency. WFAA, 

Swift and ¢ (All Sweet Marga- 
announcements 


agency. 


‘oO 
rine), 52 
J. Walter Thompson Co., 
WFAA 

Lim ployers Casualty Co. 
Dallas, 15-minute weekly 
gram [ra DeJernett ency, 
las. WFAA. 

American Book Mart 
Chicago, 13 15-minute programs, E. 
H. Brown agency. WFAA. 

Trinity Universal Life Insurance 
Co.. Dallas, 15-minute 
WEAA. 


2 50-word 


(insur- 


pro- 


d 
ance), 


ag 


Dr. Salsbury’s Laboratories (poul- | 


try feed), Charles City, lowa, 52 one- | 
minute transcript-ons, N. A, Winter 
agency. WEFAA 

Buers-Rolinick Hat Co (Resistol 
hats), Dallas, station breaks. Di 
rect. WFAA. 

Northrup King and Co. (seeds), } 
Minneapolis, 150 announcements. 
Olmstead-Hew:tt agency. WFAA. 


Capper's Household 


Presba, 


WEAA. 


minute programs. 
and Presba agency. 

Horse and Mule Ass’n of America, 
Chicago, 100-word 
Rogers and Smith agency. WFAA. 

Dodge Bros: Corp. (autos), Detro:t, 
13 15-minute programs. Ruthrauff 
and Ryan agency. WFAA. 

Gulf Brewing Co. (Grand Prize 
beer), Houston, 300 announcements. 
Rogers-Gano agency. WFAA. 

V. P. Weco Products, Inc. (Dr. 
West's toothpaste), Chicago, five 22- 
minute programs. J. Walter Thomp- 
son Co., agency. WFAA. 








MARCELLI 


And His Orchestra 
Second Year With 


Johnson Wax Program 


Mon., 7-7:30 P.M. CST 
NBC Chicago 








Ruinbow 


Room 
Radio City 
New York 


—_— 


WABC 
9:30 P.M. EST 
Wednesdays 
COCA-COLA 


IVE! MANAGEMENT 
ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE INC. 


EXCLUS 





WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


Dal- | 


(catalogues), | 


program. | 
turers, 


| signals. 
Mag1zine | 
(rec:pe contest), Topeka, Kans, five- | 
Fellers | 


announcements. | 











SATURDAYS 
WEAF 








wash), 52 one- 
Neisser- 


Murine 
minute 
Meyerhoff agency. 

Walker Remedy Co. (Walko chick 
feed), Waterloo, Ia., 26 one-minute 
transcriptions. Weston - Barnett 
agency. WEAA. 


Co. 
transcriptions. 


WFREAA, 


(eve 





Davoe and Reynolds Co. (paints, 
varnishes), 78 one-minute transcrip- 
tions. J. Stirling Getchell agency. 
| WFAA. 


| Continental Oil Co. (Conoco prod- 
| ucts), Ponca City, Okla., 26 30-minute 


|transcriptions. Tracy-L« cke-Dawson 


Ballard & Ballard, flour manufac- 
five-minute weekly kitchen 
chat by Dixie Cook, 17 weeks. WSB. 

Chevrolet Motor Co., Detroit, ‘Mu- 


Agency, Chicago. WSB. 
Bulova 


Placed by Biow, New York. 


WSB. 

Randall Brothers, spot announce- 
ments. Booked by Rawson-Morrell. 
WSB. 

BOSTON 

Humphrey's Homeo Medicine Co., 

i new, 15 minutes, Breen & Derose, 


Biow Co., New York. WBZ. 

Rogeis & Smith, renewal, one min- 
ute, time signals, daily for 30 weeks 
starting June 2. Through Reid Mur- 
doch & Co., Chicago. WBZ. 

Carter Medicine Co., renewal, one- 
minute, weather report, daily for 52 
weeks. Through Street & Finney, 
Inc., New York. WBZ. 

Kinox Co., new, minute announce- 
ments, daily for eight weeks start- 
ing March 1. Through Hays Adver- 
tising Agency, Inc., Burlington, Vt. 
WBZ. 

Massachusetts Co-Operative Bank 
League, new, 15 minutes, Makers of 
History, once a week for 13 weeks 
starting February 16. Through Ad- 
vertising Management Associates, 
Boston. WBZ. 

Spencer Chain Stores, Inc., new, 
five minutes, Jimmie Foxx, six times 
a week for 152 times starting April 
10. Through Chambers & Wiswell, 
Inc., Boston. WBZ. 

American Association of Washing 
Machine Manufacturers, new, five 
minutes, Helpful Harry’s Household 
Hints, two times a week for 13 weeks 
Starting February 18. Through 
Meldrum & Fewsmith, Inc., Cleve- 
land. WBZ, 





LOS ANGELES 


Electrical Home | Institute, five 
home management talks weekly for 
one year. Placed through the Mayers 


Co. KNX. 
Capper Publications, six talks 
weekly for two weeks. Placed 


through Presba, Fellers & Presba. 
KNX. 

Walker Remedy Co., six transcrip- 
tions weekly for four weeks. Placed 
through Weston-Barnett, Inc. KNX. 

American Book Mart (old books), 
one participation in Hollywood Barn 
Dance weekly for two weeks. Placed 
through E. A. Brown. KNX. 

Dr. W. J. Ross Co. (dog and cat 
food), five participations in Fletcher 
Wiley program weekly for one year. 
Placed through Dan B. Miner Co. 
KNX. 

Clean-be-tween Tooth Brush, five 
participations in Fletcher Wiley pro- 
gram weekly. Placed through Emil 
Brisacher, KNX. 





ST. LOUIS 


Dodge Motor Co., 15-minute tran- 
scritions twice weekly. Started Feb. 


14. Ruthrauff & Ryan. KSD. 

General Motors, spot announce- 
ments. Started Feb. 7. Placed di- 
rect. KSD. 


Drene {Procter & Gamble), 1-min- 
ute transcribed announcements twice 


daily. Placed direct. KSD. 

Fresh Milk Institute, 1-minute 
transcribed announcements. Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan. Twice daily... KSD. 


Kroger Baking Co., St. Louis, sport 
announcements, daily. Placed direct. 


KSD. 

La fFendrich Ciaars, spot an- 
nouncements, weekly. Placed di- 
rect. KSD. 


Airy Fairy Cake Flour, half-hour 
program weekly. Chappelow Agency. 
KSD. 

Plymouth-Chrysler Corp., 15-min- 
ute transcriptions, three times week- 
ly. Placed direct. KSD. 

Brown Supply Co., St. Louis, 15- 
minute programs, three times week- 
ly. Placed direct. KSD. . 

First National Bank of St. Louis. 
30-minute tranter bed programs 
weekly (renewal). Wessell Co., Chi- 
cago. KSD. 

Toastmaster Baling Co.. 





St. Louis, 





agency, Dallas. WFAA. 
| American Washing Machine Mfg’rs 
iss’n (Helpful Harry’s Household 
hints), 26 five-minute transcriptions. 
Meldrun and Fewsmith agency. 
WEAA 
ATLANT 
Lancaste) Seed Co., five-minute 
transcriptions. WSB 
Tronized least, oe five-minute, 
E.T., twice weekly Ruthrauff & 
Ryan. WSB. 
Piggly-Wiggly. Atlanta, handled | 
| direct, daily spot announcements. 
WSB. 





sical Moments,’ electrical transcr.p- 
tions, five days weekly, ending March 
1. Campbell, Ewald Co. WSB. 
{rmand Co., Des Moines, lowa, 52 
} One-minute daytime discs. Kastor | 


Watch Co., nine daily time | 





5-minute programs daily (renewal). 
Shaeffer-Brennan Agency. KSD._ 
Phillips Petroleum, Bartlesville, 
Okla. yasoline. ‘Saturday Nite 
Ciub.’ Siudio. Full hour musical 
revue. One weekly for eight weeks. 
Through Radio Sales. KMOX, 
Wildroot Co., shampoo. ‘The 
Charioteers.”” E. T. PM. Once week- 
ly. Through Radio Sales, KMOX. 
Household Finance Co., Chicago. 
‘News Through a Woman’s Eyes.’ 
Studio. PM. Twice weekly for 52 
weeks. Through Radio Sales. KMOX. 
Prido Shortening Co., Chicago. On 
‘KMOX Magic Kitchen.’ Studio. 
PM. Six times weekly for 26 weeks. 
Through Radio Sales. KMOX. 
Continental Oil Co., Ponca City, 





Okla. ‘Exploring America with Car- 
veth Wells.’ E. T. AM. Once week- | 
ly, ending Dec. 20, 1936. Through 
Radio Sales. KMOX. 


Fels & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., Tels- 
Naptha. ‘Eddie Dunstedter at the 
Organ.’ Studio. AM. Twice weekly, 
ending Nov. 12, 1936. Through Radio 
Sales. KMOX. 

Penn Tobacco Wilkes-Barre, 
Pa. Kentucky Club Tobacco, ‘France 
Laux. NEWS and SPORTS.’ Studlo. 
PM. Six times weekly for 52 weeks. 
Through Radio Sales. 


Co., 


KMOX, 


KALAMAZOO, MICH. 
Central Furniture Co., thrice week- 
ly ‘man-on-the-street’ broadcasts. 
Direct. WKZO. 
Liberty Market, six-a-week, Sing- 
ing Vagabonds’ discs, 15 minutes; 
five one-minute announcements plus 


two five-minute spot periods six-a- 
week. Direct. WKZO. 
OMAHA 
Nitrogen Co., Inc., announcements 
to March 23. WAAW, 
Chamberlain Hand _ Lotion, 


announcement 
Ad- 


transcription 
Placed through Coolidge 


Moines, 

daily. 

vertising Co. of Des Moines. 
Interstate Nurseries. 


WAAW., | 
Half-hour | 
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Decisions and Grants 


Washington, Feb. 25. 
Mess of applications to be referred to examiners and a handful of 
examiners’ reports constituted most of last week's business before the 
Broadcast Division of the Federal Communication Commission, 
New station for El Paso, Tex., one frequency change, one power boost 
and one license renewal were the only matters of importance to broad. 
casters in the applications granted section, 


Dorrence D. Roderick of El Paso received commish okay to erect 


new 
station to be operated on 1500 ke with 100 watts. 

Frequency change and power jump were awarded KHBC, Hilo, Hawaj 
which will change from 1420 to 1400 ke and increase power from 100 to 
250 watts. 

Troubles of WINS, New York city were smoothed over whe n station 
was given renewal of its regular license, to operate on 1180 ke with 1 kw 
limited time. 

Some 13 new station applications were set fo wearing, togethe 
one plea for transfer of control 


Examiners’ Reports 


Boosts by the superintendent of Yosemite National Park and by nu- 
merous farmers and fruit growers in the area, contributed to favorable 
conclusions of Examiner John P, Bramhall, who recommended new sta- 
| tion for Merced, Calif., in the heart of the almond growing country. 

Testimony was given by the park superintendent as to crying need 
for station to broadcast ‘emergencies, road conditions, camp grounds, 
hotels, cabin colonies and so on’ for the benefit of more than 300.000 
tourists who visit the national playground annually) Need for facilities 

which would make available an ‘inner hookup’ with Merced ‘during those 
| too frequent periods when our telegraph and telephone communications 


| are interrupted by 


Des 
| 


| George 


daily featuring Henry & Jerome. | 
WAAW. 

Raven Honey Dew Mills, Council 
Bluffs, daily announcement to 


August 9. WAAW. 

Fontenelle Brewing Co., three an- 
nouncements daily for three months. 
Placed through Bozell & Jacobs, Inc., 


Omaha. WAAW. 
Burlington Transportation Co., 
daily announcement till forbid. 


WAAW. 


Sonotone Co., daily announcement | 


to March 13. WAAW, 

Paxton & Co., Major Appliance Co., 
Mor-Ann Shoppe, Associated Sales 
Co., Omag Cereal Mills combined 
sponsors of the Home Service Hour 
featuring Eva Reed, Helen Cory, 
Walter Thompson and Lela Harper, 
half hour daily till forbid. WAAW. 

National Seed & Importing Co., an- 
nouncement every Sunday until for- 
bid. WAAW. 

Western Bohemian (fraternal as- 
sociation), announcement every Sun- 
day till forbid. WAAW, 


PROVIDENCE 

New England Telephone @ Tele- 
graph Co., 26 100 word announce- 
ment, four times weekly. Through 
Bromal Advertising Agency, Boston, 
WEAN. 

Acme White Lead & Color Works, 
26 15 minute programs, twice weekly. 
Through Henri Hurst McDonald, 
N. Y., WEAN. 

Penn Tobacco Co., 9 participations 
in The Yankee Network News Serv- 
ice, daily including Sundays, starting 
April 1 and ending April 9, through 
Ruthrauff and Ryan, N. Y., WEAN. 

Edgar P. Lewis Co., 24 15 minute 


programs, twice weekly, starting 
January 16 and ending April 7, 
through E. W. Hellwig, N. Y., 


WEAN. 


CINCINNATI 
Rubel Baking Co., 150 spot an- 


nouncements, five daily. F. W. Ziv, 
Inc. WCKY. 

RCA Mfg. Co., announcements. 
WCKY. 


Rainbo Baking Co., 300 announce- 
ments, three daily. WCPO. 

Durand Medicine Co., spot an- 
nouncements for 30 days on regular 


‘today’s race winners’ program. 
WCPO. 

Gem Hat Works, daily for 100 
days. WCPO. 


Neare Gibbs Insurance Co., 100 
quarter-hour talk ‘Art Corner’ pro- 
grams, week days, starting March 12. 
WCPO. 

Chocolate Products Co., renewed 
for 66 thrice-weekly 10-minute 
Buddy & Ginger transcriptions. J. L. 
Sugden Advertising Co., Chicago. 
WCKY., 


KANSAS CITY 

Chevrolet, through Campbell- 
Ewald, two additional weekly tran- 
scription broadcasts of ‘Musical Mo- 
ments,’ making the total five 15-min- 
ute programs per week on premium 
spots. WHB. 

Olson Rug Co., Chicago, five 15- 
minute programs per week, using a 
locally produced live talent hillbilly 
show and plugging for rug catalog 
inquiries. Through Philip O. Palmer 
& Co., Inc., Chicago. WHB. 





Chas. Windsor Early Birding 

New Early Bird commentator 
over WHN, New York, is Charles 
Windsor, who airs daily at 7 a. m. 
EST. He succeeds Perry Charles, 
who held the post for over a year. 


Shift into effect last week. 








mountainous storms—snowstorms, particularly—’ also 
was stressed by park head, 

License renewal for WRBL, Columbus, Ga., was advocated by Examiner 
H. Hill, since applicant to in the future 
Severe spanking was handed WRBL, after a mess of programs involving 
‘lottery or gift enterprises’ were aired last Transmitter 
that former half-owner, David Parmer, was responsible for epidemic of 
lucky-number programs and that, since Parmer is no longer connected 
with the station ‘in any capacity,’ program troubles are definitely over, 
Station asks to operate on its old assignment of 1200 ke with 100 watts. 


has promised behave 


summer, claims 


Juice-jump for KFJM, Grand Forks, N. Dak., was turned down by 
Examiner Ralph L. Walker, who based his recommendation for denial 


of the application on an increase in quota in State and Zone. Station 
now operates on 1370 ke with special experimental authority to use 250 
watts days. Requested assignment was for 1410 ke with 1 kw unlimited, 


Network Chart 


NBC NEW PROGRAMS 


. { 
Elgin National Watch Co.; ‘Elgin ls RA C ; E 
tevue’ (Eddie Dowling, Rae Dooley, 


Benny Goodman and Helen Ward), 
“GEORGE WHITE'S SCANDALS” 











10 p.m, EST, Tuesdays, starting 
March 17. Nationwide Red. 
CBS NEW PROGRAMS 


Colgate - Palmolive - Peet (Peet’s 
Granulated soap); ‘The Goose Creek 
Parson,’ 7:45-8 p.m. PST (during 





Standard time, March 9 to April 24 * 
and Sept. 28 to March 4, 1937; be- Sole Direction, HERMAN BERNIE, 
tween April and September, pro- 1619 Broadway, New York 





gram goes on 8-8:15 PST), Mondays 
and Thursdays, starting March 9; 
52 weeks. Salt Lake City, Pacific 
Coast, and bonus stations. 














Claims 34-Day ‘Scoop’ 


Denver, Feb. 25, 

On his Sunday (23) noon news- 
cast Henry Orbach, editor of the 
KFEL-KVOD news service, claimed 
34-day scoop on the Denver Post. 
Orbach called attention to his 
broadcast of Jan. 20 in which he 
told of the contemplated visit to 
Denver of the five and ten heiress, 
Countess Barbara Von Haugwitz 
teventlow (Barbara Hutton to you). 
Sunday the story about the visit 
made pdge one in the Post with a 
two-column picture, 

Although no mention was made of 
the KFEL-KVOD ‘scoop,’ Orbach 
thanked the paper for the free ad. 


BELASCO 


And His ORCHESTRA 
a 


Dir., Music Corp. of America 


Pr. Mgr... HERMAN BERNIE 









Great American 
Tourist 


PHIL BAKER 


Gulf Refining Company 
Sundays, 7:30-8 P.M. EST 
WABC-CBS 












Radio Goes Everywhere 


Tampa, Feb, 25. 

Southern Brewery, located here, 
has gone in for such a cycle of 
sportscasting over WDAE that even 
the Florida Tenpin Sweepstakes 
were aired for 30 minutes from Sul- 
livan’s bowling alleys. Mike was 
located halfway up the alley so that 





Direction 








the noise and play-by-play stuff 

would sound on the level. Gene ea 4. & 6. Lyons ig] 

Bolle, secretary of the Florida 

Duckpin Association, and §S o | | =, - 

Fleischman, WDAE chief an- 

nouncer, did the spieling. ‘New King of Syncopation” 
Idea of the broadcast was to ” 


build goodwill and the commercial 
palaver was kept at a minimum, 





ees 2 
(HARLEM EXPRESS) 


luncefor 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Departures at WOOD-WASH 
Detroit; Feb. 

Couple of staff changes taking 
place at WOOD-WASH, Grand 
Rapids. William Price, engineer anda 


9° 
a0. 











recently wed, has resigned to re- 
turn to railroading. SURE Usivenssrs 
Jerry Linden, announcer and ewureney 8 Gen one 
member of the station’s players, ° 
also resigning, to go with Grand direction 
Rapids department of recreation ‘7 F. PO vem F. » yl City 


where he wiil direct dramatics. 
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More Showmanship in Transcriptions 





Bigger Budgets, Better Talent, Greater 


Variation of Entertainment in New ‘Trend’ 
+ 





Decided improvement in the cali- 
bre of disc programming is viewed 
as resulting from the recent com- 
plex of bigger sponsors to load their 
platters with ‘name’ stuff. Older 
procedure of buying one band or 
singer (or combo) and then using 
them without alteration for a whole 
series, is now being supplemented 
with the ‘guest star’ technique. At 
least four sponsors have adopted 
this frill within the past month, and 
it looks as though a variety trend 
is in the offing for the e.t.’s. Costs 
money, of course, but the platter 
biz has more spenders than usual 
this year. 

Biggest guest star addict right 
now is Kroger Grocery & Baking 
whose ‘House of a Thousand Eyes’ 
institutional job is bankrolling the 
Bohemian quartet, Dick Powell, Mo- 
lasses ’n’ January, Frank Tours’ or- 
chestra, Lanny Ross, Walter 
O’Keefe, and others, 

Dodge similarly has a roster con- 
sisting of Gertrude Niesen, Frank 
Parker, Tim and Irene, Howard and 
Shelton and Kay Thompson, Harry 
Richman as m.c, and Louis Katz- 
man’s band remain pat on all the 
programs, 

Other two recent users are Ply- 
mouth (whose ‘Truth Barlow’ se- 
ries has just concluded its skedded 
run) and Chevrolet which from time 
to time employs visitors. Phil Duey 
among the latest to appear, 


Easton, Pa., Station Picks 
Up Fair Biz in Ist Week 


Easton, Pa., Feb. 25. 

Station WEST opened in Easton 
last week. Present schedule keeps. 
Station on the air seven hours daily 
Transradio news is broadcast sev- 
eral times a day, sponsored by one 
of the big department stores. 

' Entertainment thus far has been 
mostly by local artists and a sports 
chat every evening by John Swan. 

Station has good advertising 
break for first week. Station was 
formerly at Lancaster. 











BEN BERNIE SET FOR 
DEPT. STORE PROGRAM 


Ben Bernie is slated to open the 
department store series over an ex- 
panded Mutual Network Mar. 19. It 
will be a morning show with most | 
of the stations taking it for 45 
minutes. Cast will include a picture 
name and an expert on fashions. 

Outlets in the hookup will consist 
of WOR, New York; WFIL, Phila- 
delphia; WNAC, Boston; WEAN, 
Providence; WDRC, Hartford; 
WBAL, Baltimore; WCAE, Pitts- | 
burgh; WGAR, Cleveland; CKLW, 
Detroit, and WGN, Chicago. 








Fannie Brice Okay 


Fannie Brice, absent from the 
first stanza of the ‘Ziegfeld Follies 
of the Air’ (Palmolive soap), is now 
definitely skedded to appear next 
Saturday eve (29). Al Goodman, 
orchestra, leader, will, however, stil) 
be away because of illness, and Gus 
Haenschen will continue to go to 
bat for him. 

Authorship of the serial, at first 
uncertain, has been taken over al- 
most completely by the Benton & 
Bowles agency, with the exception 
of the material used by Fannie 
Brice. Latter supplies her own. 
Rest of the stanza is being scripted 
by Charlie Locke, member of the 
agency. 





Will Root In Norfolk 
Norfolk, Va., Feb. 25. 

William Pitt Root, director for 
John B. Rogers Producing Co., is 
here to stage Lions Minstrel Show, 
March 17-19 at Norva theatre. Root 
is from WGY, Schenectady; WIOD, 
Miami, and other stations. 

Norva and Lions Club in tie up 


| Transcriptions =~ 





Kroger Grocery & Baking Co. 
sponsors of ‘Hot Dates in History’ 
and ‘House of a Thousand Eyes’ 
platter series, now signaturing a 
third spread through the Ralph H. 
Jones agency. Will hit the ether 
March 17 twice weekly on quarter 
hours. Program, to be labeled ‘The 
Wise Cracker,’ is a kids’ show and 
will plug eracker sales. Station list 
not set, as World Broadcasting is 
presently just starting the cutting 
job, 





Wildroot Co., through B.B.D. & O., 
has started a disc campaign to sup- 


off-the-line version of the chain pro- 


DuPont skedding a platter series 
for release on March 2, title being 
‘Paint Parade.’ Will 
quarter hours per week, general dis- 
tribution (station list not set, but 
probably 20 or more). B.B.D.&O. 
agency in charge; World Broadcast- 
in, doing the cutting. 





Dodge transcription campaign 
which started several weeks ago 
will be expanded from one to three 
times a week. Manufacturer will 
continue to pay the bill for a once 
weekly release, while the _ local 
dealer will be furnished with the 
other two discs for any station he 
elects to contract directly. 


Central Shoe has pacted for a 13- 
week run over WHN, New York, 
presenting ‘Adventures of Robin 
Hood’ series in disk form. 

Street and Smith, publishers, 
have a platter schedule in mind, but 
no definite program or station list 
has been set yet. Understood that 
tentative plans call for three 15 min- 
ute discs per week, 





Fels-Naphtha’s Local 


Buffalo, Feb. 25. 
Three Treys, male harmony team, 
have been sold commercially for an 
indefinite period on WGR, sponsor is 
Fels- Naphtha. 





with Radio to exploit. 


Three times a week. 


plant its web job over CBS. Is an| 


gram, spotted once weekly over | 
WHK, Cleveland, and WJR, De-| 
troit. 


occupy two} 


88 NBC Dance Hours Down to 


33 for Same Month Year Later; 





Love and the Want Ads 


Knoxville, Feb. 25. 

WNOX, Scripps-Howard sta- 
tion, is being used increasingly 
to plug local Scripps paper, the 
| News Sentinel. 
Song program one night a 
week plugs the daily’s want 
ads, using a semi-dramatic 
continuity. Theme song is 
‘Love and the want ads will 
find a way.’ 

















PANELMEN STRIKE UP | 
FOR ARBITRATION 


St. Louis, Feb. 25. 


An arbitration board is ironing 
out differences between Radio Sta- 
tion WIL and Electrical Workers 
Union, Local No. 1, which caused 
station to be off ether for nine 
hours Sunday (16) when the two 
union operators went on _ strike. 
Trouble arose after station, located 
on roof of Melbourne Hotel, re- 
cently installed a new transmitter 
which union contends is remote 
broadcasting and required four in- 
stead of two operators. 

When station refused to heed de- 
mands, strike was pulled. L. A. 
Benson, declared union’s request 
that station employ two full-time 
and two part-time operators was 
not justified 
Roemerman of the union stated 
company recently signed, with own- 
ers of other St. Louis broadcasting 
stations, a uniform agreement 
under terms of which WIL would 
have to employ additional operators, 














Paul Oury, station director of 
WPRO, Providence, motoring south 
for three weeks with family. 








Business Agent Ada | 


WB-ASCAP Rift Responsible 


aa 





Statistical of NBC 
progran.s for December 1934 and 
1935 (last month for which data 
exists in broken-down form) clearly 
effect of the 
Warner-ASCAP split on web pro- 


comparison 


demarcates the 


gramming. So large and rapid. has 
been the drop in dance music, spon- 
sored and sustaining, that the whole 
music category has g-.ne into a 
although such forms as 
operettas, ‘light’ selections and 
classical have actually increased in 
volume. Figures show that in De- 
cember 1934 sponsored dansapation 
accounted for 20.9% of all NBC 
sponsored programs. By last De- 
cember this figure had plummeted 
to a new low of 8,2%. 


While the web ban °‘ against 
Warner music did not take hold 
until first of this year, sponsors in 
December were patently tapering 
off dance stuff in preparation for 
what was in the offing. This taper- 
ing, in fact, began as early as Sep- 
tember when the music rights mat- 
ter began hitting a snag stage. 

Resultantly all dance music, 
sponsored and su:taining, has fallen 
from 88 hrs. 20 mins. in December 
1934 to 33 hrs. 44 mins. in December 
1935. This has dropped the total 
music category from 51.3% to 
42.8%, although practically every 
other type of music except dance 
vas shown an increase. 

Meantime literature (this means 
chiefly comedy and drama) is on 
the upbeat, rising from 29.4% to 
31.1%. Current topics and women’s 
programs also getting more atten- 
tion. (Although NBC does not say 
so, the women’s program increase 
may well be due to its own public 
relations policy with regard to 
femmes). Children’s stanzas and 
novelty are about on a par with a 


slump, 





year ago, though gaining slightly. 











ln a Radio 


Campat ~ 2 designed to sell the entire nation 


THE PROPER USE OF WLW is often 


the difference between success and 


THE CROSLEY RADIO CORPORATION 


failure 


CINCINNATI 




















Caste shes: i Gate 


: 
} 
if 
; i 
} 
a 
| 
, } 


Bs ha ge 


ee a i 





wea eatsisaas..”S 


Somes 


; 
3 
¢ 

: 

rf 

: 

: 
4 
ai 





VARIETY 


RADIO 


Wednesday, February 26, 1936 








ee 








Machine Vs. Sinclair Democrats 





Quarrel Over Los Angeles Station Brings Up 
‘Free Speech’ Angle—Embarrassing F.C.C. 





Washington, Feb. 25. 


Federal Communications Commis- 
sion is caught in the middle of latest 
California political warfare between | 
left-wing and conservative Demo- | of-speech promises of the Consitiu- 

tion. 


cratic factions. | 

With radically-minded EPIC 
group heading for a showdown with 
the ‘regular’ Dems led by Senator | 
McAdoo, Commish is tossing a hot 
potato around wildly as result of 
application by Councilman W. H.| 
Kindig of Los Angeles for part of 
facilities currently used on KFAC, | 


Los Angeles. 

Broadcast division is due soon to 
act on report of Examiner George 
H. Hill urging favorable treatment 
for Kindig’s plea and halving of 
time on 1300-kc channel now used 
by KFAC. Facilities sought by the 
politician formerly were assigned to 
Rev. Robert P. Shuler whose Trinity 
Methodist Church station was 
silenced three years ago. 

Rival political camps are lining up 
behind Kindig and the Los Angeles 
sroadcasting Co., with numerous 


BENAY 
VENUTA 


CURRENTLY APPEARING 


CLOVER CLUB 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 





GUEST STAR 
JOLSON’S SHELL CHATEAU 
Saturday, March 7th 


Management CBS Artists Bureau 
Personal Management 
JULES ALBERTI, 515 Madison Ave. 
New York City 


| without censoring. 
| evidence shows need for a new L., A. 


Urging slice of KFAC time for 
| Kindig, Examiner Hill declared ‘it 
is the general practice of radio sta- 


'to Kindig’s promise ‘n 








WALTER 


TEILEY 


Broadcasting with 
HELEN HAYES 
“THE SHOW BOAT” 
FRED ALLEN 
“BUCK ROGERS” 
“BOBBY BENSON” 
PALMOLIVE 
GUY LOMBARDO 
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF THE AIR 
CBS—NBC 














Be, ee 


PEERCE 


NOW—4th Year Radio City 
Music Hall, New York 
© 
ON THE AIR FOR 


CHEVROLET 


Sat. 9 P.M. E.S.T.—WEAF—NBC 


Management 
DANIEL M. WINKLER—Mark Hanna Corp. 
654 Madison Ave., New York 


left-wingers demanding a transmit- 
ter which will carry their spoutings 
Examiner said 


station which will observe freedom- 





tions in Los Angeles to exercise a 


degree of censorship over the pro- | 

erams submitted’ and call attention 

t to make ad- | 

the nature of 

the programs to be broadcast.’ 
Backer 

Backing for the Kindig applica- 
tion came from numerous groups 
identified with EPIC, including 
State Senator Olson, State Assem- 
blyman Voigt, L. A. Councilmen 
Bennett, Hyde and _ Christensen, 
Congressman Scott, County Super- 
visor Ford, Rube Borough, who was 
editor of Upton Sinclair’s campaign 
paper last year, and an array of 
labor: leaders, Utopians, Techno- 
crats, etc. 

Counterattacking the arguments 
made in behalf of these speakers, 
machine Democratic leaders have 
urged Commish to reverse Hill's 
recommendation, pointing out that 
EPIC groups have refused to play 
ball with Senator McAdoo and New 
Deal chieftains in Southern Cali- 
fornia and denying censorship ac- 
cusations. 


2 Shows, Same 
Agcy, Compete 
For Listeners: 


vance inquiries into. 





J. Walter Thompson is putting one | 
of its programs in opposition to an- 
other handled by the same agency. 
By shifting the Swift show Mar. 16 
to the spot which Grace Moore 
(Vick) now occupies on NBC Mon- 
day nights, 9:30 to 10 p.m. EST, 
the agency will have the Romberg 
musicale bidding for attention with 
the second half or the Lux Theatre 
on CBS. Swift’s current niche is 
on the same. link, the red (WEAF), 
but a half hour later. 

Blackett - Sample - Hummert has 
one of its accounts, Phillips Mag- 





nesia, opposing another B-S-H pro- 
gram, Easy Aces (Anacin), in the 
New York area. Phillips’ sponsors 














TEMERSON GILL 


“ais ORCHESTRA 
FRENCH CASINO 


MIAMI, FLORIDA 
MCA Direction 





WHN’'s Amateurs. 


WLCO Devotes to SOS 


Janesville, Wis., Feb. 25. 

Recent blizzard here, worst in 
years, caused WCLO to suspend its 
regular program schedule for an en+ 
tire day and broadcast nothing but 
SOS calls for distressed motorists, 
road conditions, weather reports 
and news. Locality was largely 
without newspapers and the sta- 
tion practically issued a paper of 
the air. Is owned by the Janes- 
ville Daily Gazette. 

Station also asked listeners to 
phone in road and storm conditions 
and received 4,500 calls and several 
hundred letters. Says it has the 
only authentic road information in 
southern Wisconsin and northern 














Illinois. 
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LISTEN 3:45-4:00 P. M.—E. S. T., WEAF 





NBC Network—Coast-to-Coast 


IN.. Every Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., Fri. 


} 


| it the week after. 


Courtroom Broadcasts 


Lyceum,-N. Y., Goes Radio 


Feen-a-mint show with Ray Per- 
kins will be broadcast starting this 
Sunday (1) from the Lyceum, legit 
house in Times Square. Com- 
mercial had originally tried to ob- 
tain a lease on the Majestic, but it 
couldn’t get together with the Shu- 
berts. Lyceum will make the fifth 
legit spot being used for stvdio. 
CBS has three and WOR, New 
York, one. 

WINS, New York, will get the 
local release of the Fenn-a-mint 








show though it is otherwise on a 
Mutual hookup, due to the fact that 
WOR was unable to get another ac- 
count to move to a different period. 
Perkins m.c.’s stanza will remain on 
WINS until April 6. WOR will get 





Draw Fire in St. Louis; | 
Mayor to Decide Issue 


St. Louis, Feb. 25. | 
Question whether broadcasting of 
proceedings in 


| 
two police courts | 


| here will continue rests with Mayor | 
| Dickmann, who has under consider- | 


ation recommendation of City | 
Counselor Mayman that practice be | 
discontinued on ground they were | 
in volation of good taste and tended 
to make ‘circuses’ of courts which, 
he said, should be conducted with 
same dignity of any other courts. 
Wayman also advanced theory 
that presence of mike on judge's 
bench served to restrict examina- 
tion to bring out testimony that 
would be adduced if broadcasting 
was banished, Police Judge Vest 
disagree with City Counselor, as 
he believes broadcasting makes 
public ‘traffic conscious.’ The Law- 
yers’ Association of the Eighth (St. 
Louis) Judicial District has adopted 
resolution opposing broadcasts. 
Broadcasts were started in spring 
of 1933 in one court and then spread 
to include both divisions. KSD and 


| day 





ey 


Inside Stufl—Radio 





Release of the official compilation of radio set ownership by stateg 
has again been put off by the joint committee of the Station Measure. 
ment Bureau, because the sales figures for 1935 from receiver manufac- 


turers aren't all in. 


It is now intended to get the compilation out to the 


trade by the end of next week. Original date of release had been Feb, 1, 


with the postponement taking it to 
Survey will show the number of 
the breakdown giving the number 


Feb. 15. 
sets in use as of Jan. 1, 1936, with 
of homes newly equipped with re- 


ceivers along with those having more than one set, and the number of 


automobile sets. 
delegates from the Association of 
Association 
Broadcasters, 


of Advertising Agencies 


The joint committee consists of network reps and 


National Advertisers, the American 
and the National Association of 


Buffalo and Niagara University debate teams were to take to the alr 


over WGR, Buffalo, today (25) in a 
(18). The question is, 


3ut the debate w 
argue the negative side, 


Zenith Radio net profit for 


tesolved: 
| to override by a two-thirds majority 
| declaring Acts of Congress unconst 
| minutes before broadcast time, both teams appeared in the studio ready 


| to go on the air. as postponed. 


nine months ending 


debate originally skedded last Tues- 
That Congress should be permitted 
vote decisions of the Supreme Court 
itutional. Last Tuesday, about nine 


soth had prepared to 


on Jan. 31, 1936, 


amounted to $1,015,966 after charges and excise taxes but before deduc- 


ions for federal taxes. 


This was a betterment of more than a million 
dollars compared with the same period in 1934-35. 


Nine-month period 


ended on Jan. 31, 1935, showed a net loss of $90,631 for the company. 





WJAY, WIMJ, WBBM ON 


LIVE TALENT SKED 


Mothwool, handled by the Cramer- 
Krasselt agency, is about to embark 
on a radio campaign calling en- 
tirely for live talent. Three sta- 


tions selected to date — WJAY, 
Cleveland; WTMJ, Milwaukee, and 
WBBM, Chicago—but only the 


WJAY schedule is set so far. 
Latter consists of participation in 


| the ‘Information’ and ‘Charm’ 
stanzas on a six-weekly basis. May 
use scripts on the other stations, 


though no final decision has been 
made. Is considered probable that 
the station list will soon be ex- 
panded considerably. 





Jim Crocker shifted from an- 
nouncing to sales staff of WOAIT, 








New York City. 

CBS is issuing a _ promotional 
brochure usine the Eddie Cantor 
stanza for Pebeco as a textbook 
example of radio’s results without 
aid from other media (except a few 
trade ads). Claim is that Pebeco’s 
sales hit a new high last year when 
Cantor was first employed, and that 
this year they’re again up 25% to 
35% more, 

Booklet is largely composed of 
Reginald Townsend’s writing (Len- 
nen & Mitchell). Cover has a cari- 
cature model photo of Cantor broad- 
casting. 


Tie-in With High School 
Tacoma. 

Catching ’em young is getting to 
be another technique in the station 
showmanship repertoire. Tactic re- 
cently employed to good advantage 
by KVI, local CBS outlet here, in 
the case of a high school forensic 
tournament, 

Winning team spotted on the air 
immediately after the tournament 
to render clipped versions of their 
speeches. Also were awarded their 
trophies which resulted in snapping 
of news pictures inside the stu- 
dios. Stunt crashed the dailies, 
school papers and radio mags. 








New Uniforms Wanted 
Montgomery, Ala. 

WSFA is helping the high school 
band to get new instruments and 
uniforms by urging housewives to 
save their extra milk bottles and 
turn them over to the students, Lat- 
ter make the rounds to pick up the 
glassware from time to time, with 
the local dairy interests agreeing 
to purchase back the collection. 





Police Escort for Attention 
Atlanta. 

Police escorts are a-novelty for 
Atlanta. Chris Cross, on WGST pro- 
grams, was whisked from the sta- 
tion’s studio to the Fox theatre, two 
miles distant, where he made a per- 
sonal appearance with Ben Bernie, 
It attracted much attention. 

Chris appeared on a Bernie pro- 
gram in Cleveland recently and 
when Bernie arrived here he asked 
the entertainer to appear with him. 


Puppets on Radio 
Buffalo. 
Now puppets are going on the 
radio. A series of weekly broadcasts 
illustrating the work of the Buffalo 





Mgt. Ed Wolf, 1270 Sixth Ave., N.Y.C.—Dir. Blackman Advertising, Inc. 


Historic Marionette Division of the 





WIL carried court proceedings|San Antonio,. Sunday (23). Re- 
every morning from periods ranging | placed by Pat Flaherty, who 
from 15 minutes to half an hour. switched over from KABC. 
Stunts, Novelties, Tie-Ups 
CBS’ Pebeco Brochure Federal theatre project is being 


conducted over WSVS, Board of 
Education station. Talks will be on 
puppet construction, plays, ques- 
tions and answers, illustrated by 
some of the talk and sound effects 
used by puppeteers. 

Mrs, Esther B. Wilhelm, super- 
vistor of the marionette project, is 
directing the series. In two years 
more than 700,000 people have seen 
the federal puppet shows. 





Polish Angle for Buffalo 


Buffalo. 
WEBR, specializing in foreign 
language programs, capitalized on 
booking of a Fred Allen Amateur 
Unit at Gayety here. In troupe 
were Gibby Sisters, Brooklyn har- 
mony team, Joe Betzer, WEBR pub- 
licity director, discovered girls 
were of Polish descent (family 
name is Gibosh) and set them for a 
guest spot on WEBR'’s Polish hour, 
regular feature of the station, 
They obliged by singing in addi- 
tion to a couple of pop songs, a 
Polish folk song in native tongus. 





Taking Advantage 
Detroit. 

Zero-wave blasts here past month 
caused unusual circumstances in 
regard to radio advertising, 

One coal firm, far behind in filling 
its orders, temporarily cancelled its 
daily plugs via several stations. 
Opposish company, blessed with an 
ample supply of fuel, tripled its an- 
rnin apse over the same sta- 

ons, . 





Hero-Worship for Kids 
Buffalo. 

‘The Adventures of Roger and 
Jimmy,’ new kid series, set for in- 
definite T-T-S run on WKBW. 
Script fictionizes Roger Baker, al- 
ready a name here as a sports an- 
nouncer, in a series of adventures 
with kid hero-worshipper., 

O’Rourke Baking Co. is sponsor. 
Agency is Landsheft and Bonning. 


Elizabeth Lewis to WLLH 
Lowell, Mass., Feb. 25. 

Flizabeth Lewis, former WTIC, 
Hartford, stock dramatist, is now 
dramatic director of WLLH, Lowell, 
dramatic shows. 

Will work with Al Taylor, 
duction chief. 


pro- 





Lanny Ross due in Detroit for 
‘Little World Fair’ March 6. 


And His ORCHESTRA - 
PALMOLIVE BEAUTY BOX 
EVERY SAT.—WABC 
8 P. M. EST 
Columbia Network 
Coast-to-Coast 


4 STAR RATING 
FOR SOLID YEAR 
































Melvin Castleberry on 
SHEFFIELD FARMS’ BILLY & 
BETTY 


Recently with 


ROSES & DRUMS 
IRENE RICH PROGRAM 
IIOME SWEET HOME 
THE ee OF THE 
AIR 


NBC SUSTAINERS 


414 West 120th Street 


NEW YORK CITY 

















LOUIS «x «x 
ARMSTRONG 


“KING OF TRUMPET" 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


With LUIS RUSSELL and 
SONNY WOODS 
This Week (Feb. 21) 
LINCOLN, PHILA. 
Next Week (Feb. 28) 
APPOLLO, NEW YORK 
Personal Mgr. JOR. GLASER 
Dir. ROCKWELL-O’KEEFE 





ALEX HYDE 


musical director 


WHN new york 
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Management 


MARY L. SHANK 





THE VIRGINIANS 


Radio’s Best All-Around Colored Quartet 


WSAI Wednesdays at 7:30 P. M, E.S.T. 
Sundays at 3:30 P. M. E.S.T. 
Mondays at 10:30 A. M. E.S.T. 
WLW Mondays at (45 P.M. E.S.T. 
Fridays et $48 ©. M. €.S.T. 
Saturdays at 10:00 A. M. E.S.T. 


























- Wednesday, February 26, 1936 VARIETY 53 














—— 





























PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW YORK...Held over for second 


week,...Capacity houses. 


ta 





RAINBOW ROOM, RADIO CITY ... Return engagement... 
Appearing nightly. 


APPEARING 


SPECIAL APPEARANCE... General Motors Show... Pitts- 
burgh... March 21-28. 


LONDON and PARIS ... Summer appearances scheduled. 


RADIO, NBC-WJZ .. . Bourjois "Evening in Paris" program... 
Monday evenings at 8:30. 


JANE PICKENS .. . featured soloist . . . return engagement, 
Texaco Show... NBC-WEAF. 











MANAGEMENT NBC ARTIST SERVICE 


NEW YORK CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO HOLLYWOOD 
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Hammond Draws Blank 





Judge Calls Charges 


William Hammond, 
radio script writer, was denied a 
temporary injunction by N. > # 
Supreme Court Justice William T. 
Collins, (24) - to 
WHWN from continuing to broadcast 


Lawrence 


Monday restrain 


on sustaining time a series titled 


‘Behind the Lens.’ Hammond is 
suing the station and Loew's Book- 
ing office for remuneration claiming 
he originated the idea on which the 
broadcast series is based. In deny- 
ing an injunction Judge Collins held 
that Hammond’s allegations in his 
complaint were ‘contradictory.’ 
Defendants in answer to the suit 
den: entering an agreement with 
Hammond whereby he was to be 
paid for any ideas he originated for 
broadcast purposes while in their 
employ at a salary of $50 a week. 
The defendants specifically deny 
‘Behind the Lens’ was his idea, 


WFBR REJECTS COPY 
AS HOAX ON PUBLIC 


Barzimore, Feb, 25. 

Prospective advertiser approached 
WFBR last week, wanting to take 
host of spot announcements. Stard- 
ard copy for each would read: ‘The 
correct time is—now—to buy...’ 
with the name of the product ap- 
pended, 

Advertiser wished to have spots 
inserted between programs during 
regular quarter - hour breaks. 
Thought the sort of copy outlined 
would be good teaser stuff. WFBR 





thought it too teasing and nixed 
contract on grounds such copy is 
misleading and would annoy lis- 
teners, 





WIBX, UTICA, CARRIES ON 


Staff Works in Overcoats 
Windows Wide Open 
Utica, N. Y., Feb. 25 

WIBX, CBS affiliate, was forced to 
suspend operations, but later played 
a heroic role when underground gas 
explosions and fires threatened the 
section where the station's studios 
are located. 

Dale Robertson, manager, shut up 
shop* when the alarm of escaping 
gas went through the 15-story bank 
building in which the studios are lo- 
cated but when the gas company of- 
ficials felt that people should be 
warned about pilot lights on stoves 
Robertson consented to reopen for 
broadcasting. Windows were kept 
open, despite the intense cold to pre- 
vent any possible ill effects. Staff 
worked in overcoats. 


WGST’s Audience Short 


With 











Atlanta, Feb. 25. 
What may be Atlanta’s first see- 


hear show had its premiere over 
WGST, Atlanta, Saturday (22) 
night on 9:30 to 10 o'clock spot. 
Program—faintly resembling hill- 


billy -amatetr contest—staged in 
WGST studio but probably will be 
staged next Saturday night in ball- 
room of Ansley hotel (adjacent to 
station and seating 1500). Station 
officials have had several nibbles 
for see-hear show and expect to 
land a sponsor. 7 

Besides numerous hill-billy out- 
fits on premiere talent included 
Norman Crane and Frank Yaither, 


emsees; Joe Lindser, known as 
‘Fascinating Filbert’ a few years 
ago to NBC fans; Gene Lockhart, 


Green Adair, Sister Kate and other 
artists on sustaining and commer- 
cial programs throughout week. 





Hopson Talks Terms 


Pirmingham, Feb. 25. 

Preparations looking toward a 
new lease for WAPI, jointly owned 
by University of Albama, Alabama 
Polytechnic Institnte and Alabama 
College, have been started. Trustees 
of the three schools have appointed 
members of a committee to negotiate 
with B. A. Hopson, present operator 
and others. 

Station is the largest in the state 
and was leased to private operators 
several years ago after the schools 
found they could not operate it suc- 
cessfully. The present lease ex- 
pires this year. 


Contradictory—_WHN 


Denies All 





HOCKEY HARD TO SELL 


Station 





Over-Time a Problem 
WMCA Finds 





Toughest of sports to sell com- 
the air, is hockey 
WMCA, New York, 


which airs weekly tilts from Madi- 


mercially over 


according to 
son Square Garden. Buyers are in- 
terested in practically all other ath- 
letic events but chil on the idea of 
sponsoring the ice sport. 

it’s 
claimed, with frequent overtime play 


Time element is one snag, 


jamming up broadcast schedules. 
Another is finding the right product 


to tie in with the game. 





No Ball Club of Own, WB 
Will ‘Adopt’ Washington 


Charlotte, N. C., Feb. 25. 

Charlotte will have no minor 
league baseball club this year, the 
franchise owner »aving turned it in. 
WBT, realizing that there is a tre- 
mendous baseball following in Char- 
lotte, as disclosed by listener inter- 
est, seeks to import a team for these 
baseball fans by radio. 

Selecting the Washington Sena- 
tors as the nearest big-league team, 
WBT will try and make it the Char- 
lotte ‘home’ team. 





Newcomers at WLW 


Cincinnati, Feb. 25. 

Harold Carr moves into seniority 
of WLW production staff of 15, with 
departure of Louis Jacobson for 
Chicago to handle musical shows on 
CBS western chain. Hal Fimberg 
transferred to production end from 
dramatic staff. 

Edith Karen, soprano, from 
KMOX, St. Louis, is a newcomer to 
the 506,000 watter. Initial assign- 
ment on Sunday afternoon serenade 
of Ohio National Life Insurance 
Co. 

WLW-WSAI enlarged engineer- 
ing staff to 27 last week with addi- 
tion of Charles Griffin, of WIRE, 
Indianapolis; Hugh Kern, WAIU, 
Columbus, and Stephen Hunter, 
Herbert Ervin and Earl Herzog, lo- 
cal young engineers. 








Agencies-Sponsors 








Lever Bros. laying out elaborate 
air campaign for Spry, the short- 
ening that it has recently placed on 
the market. Budget will cover both 
a network program of major time 
and talent dimensions and extensive 
use of spot broadcasting. Latter 
will include chain breaks and par- 
ticipation in cooking school pro- 
grams. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency. 


American Home Products (Jad 


Salts) starts March 2 over WHN, 
New York presenting ‘Mrs. Wiggs 


of the Cabbage Patch,’ Monday to 
Friday at 6:45 p.m. EST. Handled 
through Blackett-Saimple-IHummert, 
Inc. re 


Consolidated By-Products (Marco 
dog food), now using 15 minuie 
programs once weekly on half a 
dozen spot stations through the 
Walter S. Cahali agency, contem- 
plating an increase of schedule. 


Would put another half dozen sta- 
tions on. Program currently aired 
in New York is ‘Fred and Helen,’ a 
live talent stanza over WHN, 

+ 











New in Marshfield, Ore. 
Marshfield, Ore., Feb. 25. 

KOOS, operating at 250 watts on 

a cleared regional channel, is em- 
barking on an expansion program 
and has made several personnela 
changes, 
Ben E. Stone, heretofore a station 
| salesman, is new commercial man- 
ager. Miss Sylvia Chandler, violin- 
ist who appeared over various Port- 
land stations,.._ic_the new program 
director, and is also skedded to con- 
tinued her broadcasting. 

Station will erect a 190 ft. vertical 
antenna, but is waiting approval of 
transmitter site. Has studios in 
beth Marshfield and North Bend, 
and wants to plant its transmitter 
haliway these two poinis. 











between 





CHRYSLER TALENT SET 


Mark Warnow, Chas. H. Towne 
Head New CBS Show 


Following a series of auditions 
over the weekend, Chrysler has set 
the program intended for the time 
spot recently purchased over CBS 
as of March 12, 8 to 8:30 p. m. 
Stanza will be labeled ‘Chrysler Air 
Show’ and is to be a musical with 
Mark Warnow’'s band. Chrysler car 
is the beneficiary. 
With Warnow will appear a choir 
of 14 voices, eight of them men 
(called ‘Chrysler eight’) and _ six 
women (called ‘Chrysler six’). Alex- 
ander Gray, baritone, slated for solo 
work. Charles Hanson Towne, book 
and pic critic, is also allotted a 
niche, and will deliver a weekly 
book or film review as part of the 
show. 

Program is produced and directed 
by CBS. Time was placed by the 
Lee Anderson agency. 


PURE OIL INCREASES 
LOCAL SPONSORSHIP 


Nashville, Feb. 25. 

Beginning March 2 the Pure Oil 
Company will expand its programs 
over Radio Station WSM by adding 
five 15-minute periods a week. The 
programs are scheduled daily Mon- 
day through Friday at 6:45 o'clock, 
Cc. S. T. They will sketch the life 
and adventures of Jimmy Mattern. 

WSM is now carrying Pure Oil's 
largest individual appropriation of 
radio advertising. The new series is 
in additiom to the salute to Tennes- 
see cities, presented from the sta- 
tion Wednesday nights at nine 
o'clock and a spot campaign of 
breaks and one-minute announce- 
ments, 

J. V. Freitag is the agency. 


Basketball Sponsored 


Fort Wayne, Feb. 25. 

Basketball tournaments which are 
a big seasonal draw throughout this 
area are being sponsored both 
locally and over state on WOWO. 
Sectional and regional tilts have 
been pacted for by Perfection Bis- 
cuit Company, Fort Wayne to run 
through all preliminary meets. 

State games will be sponsored by 
Dietzen Bakeries, Kokomo, also 
throughout complete duration cf 
finals. Handled direct. 


WINTER MAROONS GIVERS 


WICC Has Terrible 
Canceilations 














Season. of 


Bridgeport, Feb. 25. 

WICC program department has 
had a tough winter. Relying heavily 
on unpaid sustainers who live in 
back country, station has been 
hard hit by the weather. 

Cancellations because of storms 
that keep away entire casts of script 
shows occurred night after night. 
tev. Hugh Shields, Ridgefield humor- 
ist and Vera Velasco, New Canaan 
songstress, haven't been able to 
keep any of their air dates the last 
several weeks. Ethel Fuller-Howat, 
pianist, sprained a wrist within an 
hour before broadcast time. 

But WICC’s still on the air. 


El Dorado Settles Down 


Ei Dorado, Ark., Feb. 25. 

KELD, in operation here since 
October of last year, has now set the 
following exec. personnel: F. E. 
Bolls, manager; Leon Sipes, assistant 
manager; T. P. Thompson, commer- 
cial manager; Charles Mathis, chief 
engineer; and E. A. Le Captain, 
news reporter. 

Station finds two of its best 
puller programs are broadcasts of 
local wrestling matches, and a Fri- 
day eve amateur stanza aired from 
the high school auditorium twice 
monthly. Latter may go under | 
sponsorship in the fwture. 


Whiteman Auditions 
Philadelphia, Feb, 25. | 

Paul Whiteman will hold audi- | 
tions at WFIL tomorrow (26) to} 
select talent from among local ra- 
dio artists. It is not an amateur 
contest, but understood winners 
may be given contract for guest ap- 
pearance on Whiteman’s Woodbury 
program, 2. ’ ; 

Those being auditioned include | 
William Swayze, Orient Reid, talph | 
Elsmore, the Tell Sisters, Charles | 
Newton, the Three Finsteads, Mal- | 
colm Poindexter, Elsie Mc¥arlane. | 
William Harms, Barbara Thorn and | 

















Charlotte Ridley. , Leonard Mitchell 
agency has charge. 


=—= 


Here and There 





Bertram L. Lebhar, Jr., sales 
head at WMCA, New York, has re- 
newed his contract with that station 
for another year. 





Bobby De Hart, engineer of 
WKRC, Cincinnati, on mend from 
appendix op. 





Sunshine Sisters, harmony trio of 
WCKY, and Irene Righter and Car! 
Kennedy, WKRC vocal team, doing 
one-night personals this week with 
Horace Heidt’s band at General 
Motors show in Music Hall, Cincin- 
nati, 


WNEW, New York, is holding 
post of program director open for 
the time being. Walton Butterfield; 


former director, exited a short time | 


ago. 


Neil Tuttle, formerly with WGN, 
WBBM and KYW, and Willard 
Blanc have been added to the sales 
staff of WNOX, Knoxville, 


Ward Moore, KSD, St. Louis, 
news ed., called for jury duty last 
week, and Frank Eschen and Dick 
Pavey, program dept., doubled in 
brass for absentee. 


with 
Louis, 


Abbie Carruthers, formerly 
KWK, now with KSD, St. 
writing and dramatic staff, 


George Clark, city editor of the} 


New York Daily Mirror, was guest 
artist on initial Junior G-Men show 
Monday (24) over WNEW, 


Bob Pope, former firs! trumpeter 
with Art Kassel now has his own 
band and is playing from Charlotte, 
N. C., and over WBT. With him 
are Dixie Lee Southern and Nolan 
Canova, vocalists, 


Four Jacks, who broadcast on 
Major Bowes Schenectady Night 
salvo, quartetted over WGY 
several weeks prior to networking. 


F. W. Roth, program director of 
WMC, Memphis, has been confined 
to Baptist Memorial 
Memphis. 


Della 8. Crowder has been ap- 
pointed dramatic director of WIAA, 
Dallas, 


Dale Burch and her mother, 
bara Burr, have been signed for a 
number of WFAA, Dallas, dramatic 
productions, 


Ye . 
2aAl- 


Edward Allen, 19, has joined the 
Artists’ Bureau of Boston. 


Sid Paine, Boston radio producer, 
now in Florida to be with his father 
who made the trip for his health. 


Frank Jenkins, radio ed of the 
Boston Herald-Traveler, busy pro- 
moting big dance contest at the 
Boston Garden for his paper. 


KOH, Reno, supplying four half 
hour shows for the CBS-Don Lee 
Coast web via the Eddie Oliver and 
Laurie Higgins orchestras. 





E. H. Eudy, previously with 
WRDW, Augusta, Ga., joining the 
engineering department of WJBY, 
Gadsden, Ala., to take the place of 
Vernon Story who is moving to 
WROL, Knoxville. 





Dick Noble is a new mikemai at 
WJBC, Bloomington, Ill. filling spot 
vacated when Dick Postelwaite 
joined WMBD, Peoria, 


WREN, Lawrence, broadcasting a 
tribute to Dr. James Naismith, in- 
ventor of basketball and still a 
member of the athletic department 
of the University of Kansas. Trib- 


j; utes paid by Governor Alf Landon 


and the university’s Chancellor hb. 
H, Lindley, 


Vic Dalton denies there’s a deal 


'on for KMTR, Los Angeles. 


George Fischer of Los Angeles de- | 
nies he’s taking bows for his studio | 


Whispers. Says it’s lumbago. 


Victor Young unveiled his tune- 
child, ‘Hollywood Waltz,’ at Sereen 





| Actors ball in L. A. Biltmore. 





Benson Curtis, KF WB, Hollywood, 
adv. chief, slowed down by bad gam, 
Elliot Sisters, with Merle 
band over WNEW, New York. 


-~ sae 35 


Pitt’s 


Wen Niles took over Charles An- 
derson’s announcing spot on KFWB, 


for | 


Hospital at} 


Hollywood, when latter returned 
to Denver for collegiate whirl, 





WJBK, Detroit, 


now going 2 
hours a day. . 





W. Wright Gedge, mana ger 
WMEBEC, Detroit, made honorary life 
member of United Spanish War 
Veterans of America, 





George M. Cootes joins commer. 
cial staff of CHML, Hamilton, Ont, 


Lambdin Kay, WSB, Atlanta, to 
Washington, to participate in Fed. 
eral Communication commission’, 
education committee confabs. 





Eddie Evans, at WGST, Atlanta, 
as assistant production manager, 





W. E. Debnam, Ledger-Dispatch 
writer, just launched at WTAR, 
Norfolk. Goes under sponsorship of 
Seaboard Citizens Bank. 


George A. Seiglinger, Paul A, 
Harden, Paul M Sosworth have 
filed articles of corporation for sta- 
tion KLA, Inc., La Grande, Oregon, 





Anne-Marie WHavrilla, songstress 
at WiCC, Bridgeport, and niece of 
Alois Havrilla, will be married in 
May to T. Donald Rowe, Bridgeport 
| non-pro. 








Harry DeVorken, funny-sheet 
reader and juve fave at WATR, 
Waterbury, testimonialed with e 
midnight dinner and broadcast. 


| 





Nelson Case, NBC announcer who 
was stricken last week with acute 


appendicitis following his Esso 
news airing, is resting nicely. He's 


at Fifth Avenue hospital, New York, 


RADIO SPIELERS TREK 
CINCY REDS TO FLA. 


Cincinnati, Feb. 25. 

Red Barber, of WSAI, and Harry 
Hartman, of WCPO, jump to 
Tampa, Fla., next week to tab the 
training of the Reds, whose games 
this season they will blast for 
Socony. It'll be the seventh such 
trip for Hartman and the second 
for Barber. Daily reports from the 
sportscasters will be wired back for 
releases by their stations, 

Barber is to stick with the club 
until it arrives here for the Nae 
tional League's curtain raiser, 
Hartman will hop home when the 
team breaks camp. 

In addition to his diamond chores 
Hartman has a nightly quarter- 
hour of sports chat on the air for 
Truly Warner, which has renewed 
sponsorship for a second year, 


PLUMBER CLAIMS FOUL 


His Trade Secrets Broadcast Over 
| WIP, Philly 


! 














Philadelphia, Feb, 25. 
In response to request from lis- 
tener, Charley Stark last week 
broadcast on his daily morning 
‘Eight Bells’ program over WIP 
how to thaw out a frozen water 
pipe. 
Next day he received 
from a plumber, claiming 
Was muscling in on his 
Household hints are regular 
of the show. 


New CBS-WBBM Offices 


Chicago, Feb, 25. 
| Plans are being set to ‘move the 
entire WBBM-Columbia staff and 
offices to the second and third floors 
of the Wrigley building. At present 
the business offices are on the ninth 
floor and the program organization 
on the second. 

Shift will probably 
| sometime this autumn. 


squawk 
spieler 
racket. 
part 











take place 





Charles Seel Very Ill 

| Cincinnati, Feb. 25 
| Charles Seel, the Daddy Stratford 
|of the Mary Sothern script 
on WLW and the Mutual web, is 
| recovering from double pneumonia. 
Not until he passed the danger 
point were followers of the program 
informed of the illness. Announce- 
ment, made during stanza Thurs- 
day (20), was only explanation for 
absence of the character. 

Don Becker, producer of the show, 
| injected no excuse in the story fo! 
' Stratfortt’s* sudden fadéout. 


show 
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Most Played in England 
London, Feb. 10. 

A cross-section of the 30 most played tunes currently in England 
are the following, indicating title, copyright owner and number of 
performances, for the week ending Feb. 8. 

Code for the copyright owners in England: C. C. Campbell-Con- 
neHy; Cine, Cinephonic; L. W., Lawrence Wright; Sun is Sun; 
F. D., Francis, Day; Chap, Chappell; P. M., Peter Maurice; Dash, 
Irwin Dash; Vic, Victoria: Ster, Sterling; K. P., Keith-Prowse; 
Cc. L., Cecil Lennox; Feld, B. Feldman Co. 

‘Music Goes Round’ ic Wak eee eS eke see 805 MAA SE os 17 
Se We eee ee BOONE iii Sha Sic ce cweccancaceccus CINE 13 
i SU rhe NL oes oa bo algae © ee oda wl ahh ae Ci. 11 
A OE PE 6.00668 6406 k OES 40 H60ge sa phe neneee Les CINE 1] 
o 5 MS eS ES Meee Fe UTE Te OLE et re CINE 1 
TUES aca 4's A asa a oa ew Oats CREE 40s 0% 58 A S03 L. W. 11 
eres Bee SOMEONE ca svecdevees bias cesee Bes eeeere SUN 10 
ee EE. d 6 os <.06ae COR SNe Ce ERRER ER CE CC CeWES SS CINE 9 
Ce errr rr roy rh erry reer ere cree ee F.D. 9 
TT te oc ets oboe CaS. < dee eens 6.64 90449 10RD R OSes CINE g 
i an er fos 6 cee awn aes COks 6aeee Cease hen CHAP 8 
nr en” CO OO ss 6 cp ea tba ee un eR Pee at debates P. M. 8 
el acae bask d A063 6 0a eee top ths ane Oem P.M. & 
SN eT es idee he Gk ORS Vee Bese CINE 7 
‘Shadow’s Where My Sweetheart, Etc.’.............. DASH 7 
CC ER oe Cig embeded tes EWR b OS a8 e es 95d On VIC 7 
Se -T GOU TS POO © oc cee erence sess esiecas F.D. 7 
rere errr ea roe eee ee ee eee L. Ww. 7 
‘Bverything Stops for Tea’ ...cscccccccvcccesvcecess CINE 6 
ee SON GEE | hws die ce bs bo OOS KOO ROTCK OS 959,040 45 CHAP 6 
‘Roadway of ROMAnce’ ....ccssccsccscssccecseens STER 6 
Reseed - CPROOI 565 4 os ceencescoeotadeioesseene days K.P 6 
po. 3 i rrr ry rrr errr errr errr. eke Cuda 6 
‘Sailing Home With the Tide’.........-eeeeeceeeeees CAC 5 
ol” a! nn rere i rere hh ee ek DASH 5 
‘Honey Colored Moon’ .......eecee cer eee eee ceeeeeees CHAP 5 
‘Music Hath CHAFmMse” acccccsccccscccccccsscsesecces F.D. 5 
Wirnvilcs @ MUUOT cc ccccnccccrsrsccsescccnsenseeves E.D. 5 
TMGY 1m Bed? ..niccccccccsiccsecsecscacscesssvesesccs FELD 5 
a ie Tee: et Tee ceca Me U4 See OOts 8d COKE CORA ON C.L. 5 








ssoc. Copyrights, 





| 
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| 


| Dr. William I. 


DASH GOES HOME, DAY, — 


CAMPBELL STAY ON 


e.e 7 hod ema 
Britis 0 ection Irwin Dash, managing director of 
the 


Agcy Liquidating 


London, Feb. 20. 
Associated Copyrights, 
lection agency for mechanical roy- 
alties, representing almost all the 
major music publishers in England, 
is going into voluntary liquidation. 
Companies involved are Campbell- 
Connelly, Irwin Dash (a C-C affil- 
late), Cinephone Music Corp, (an- 
other C-C subsid), Cecil Lennox, 
Southern Music Co., Dix & Co. and 
Peter Maurice. 

Meeting to discuss the situation 
is set for the latter 
week or early next week, 

Associated Copyrights Is 
sored by 
nies as a 


part of this 


spon- 


the gramophone compa- 


collection agency, for 
which reason it is likely that the 
phonograph concerns will make good 
to the music publishers, American 
mus:c houses are also. affected 
through local affiliations on copy- 
rights. 

T. If. Ward is managing director 
of A. C, 

Application for compulsory. liquid- 
ation of Associated Copyrights will 
be made Friday next. Financial po- 
sition caused by overhead being big- 
ger than income, due to advances 
made to publishers for whom they 
were acting. In some instances the 
Publishers are now defunct. 


A circular letter was sent out by | 


the Electrical 
tries, Ltd., 


Musical Indus- 
comprising the 


and 
group 


Gramophone companies, Parlophone 


and Columbia, in which they notified 
publishers and others for whom As- 
Sociated has been acting, that al- 
though the y have already paid ad- 
vances they will make good any 
deficit of accounts and expected this 
attitude will be followed by other 
manufacturers, 


At present it is not anticipated 
that music publishers, either Amer- 
ican or English, will lose much if 
anything. 
low lead 
losses, 





Ben Alberts has joined Schuster- | 


Miller as professional mgr. He was 
With Leo Feist, Inc., for 21 years. 


Ltd., col-} 


| firm in 
jof American 


| 
| 
| 
| 


3ritish music publishing house 
bearing his name, sails back to Lon- 
don today (Wednesday). In his 
fortnight’s stay In New York, Dash, 
who is an American, with his own 
England, picked up a flock 
song manuscripts for 
London publication, 

Dash emulates the Campbell- 
Connelly idea of scouting song ma- 
terial in the U. S., thus giving his 
firm the world’s copyright, later 
ceding the material to U. S. agents 
after the songs are popularized first 
in England. 

Jimmy Campbell of the C-C firm, 
who came over with Dash remains 
here indef. As head of Cinephonic 
Music Corp., the C-C subsid of Gau- 
mont-British Picts, Campbell is 
opening a New York office. This 
becomes necessary with the inter- 
national expansion of GB. 

Fred H. Day of Francis, Day & 
Hunter, who also came to America 
with Campbell and Dash is like- 
wise prolonging his U. 8S. stay. 

Due to the sudden death of Mrs. 


Jeffrey Bernerd, wife of the GB 
managing airector In London, 


Campbell and Arthur A, Lee, head 
of GB of America, took Bernerd in 
tow for a long weekend sea vaca- 
tion in Bermuda sailing last Fri- 
day (21) and returning last night 
| (Tuesday). Bernerd arrived in N. Y. 
|last Thursday (20) and was ap- 


don the same day. 


Buma’s Slow Payoff 


The Hague, Feb. 14. 





If other companies fol- |*5* . 
of EMI there will be no | Johannesburg 


Controversy over collecting music 
royalties is still raging. 
|ago Parliament passed a bill, which 
handed Dutch Buma 
bureau, 


monopoly to 
squeezing the 


had to turn over its business to 
| Buma as its agent. 

| Now the gencral complaint about 
| Buma is its procedure is too slow 
j and composers have not yet been 
| paid what is due from 1933. 

| atiniaiinantmiieinaiacnnctantia 

| Capetown Squawk 
Capetown, Jan. 29 
South African band players are 
management of the 
Empire Exhibition 
first-class orchestras 


contending 


against the 


j engaging five 
ifrom overseas, 

I. : . ‘3 és semnain at the 
panas rmiay UecIime tty Le ebacase ae wae’ 
finish of 
| will 
local outfit. 


their contracts, and this 


cause unemployment 


| brief tossing around 


{exhibitors, Gene Buck, 
| American 


COPYRIGHT REVIS 


| 
| 


Writers Signing The WB Checks 


USIC USER 








HEARINGS REGIN Over to ASCAP: Starr-Hotelmen Meet 


Vallee, Berlin, Gershwin 
Appear, but ASCAP Prez 
Does the Talking—Lam- 
basts Broadcasters, Ho- 
tels, Exhibs for 2 Hours— 
Promise of Fast Action 


Fades 


MONTH’S SESSION 


Washington, Feb. 25. 
Copyright revision 


under way today (Tuesday) with 
of big names from Tin Pan 
Alley drawing capacity to the House 
and bickering Patents Committee 


giving a hippodrome touch to the 


parace 


first stanza of the month's hearing 


schedule, 

Blasting broadcasters, hotels, and 
president of 
Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers opened the 
assault on the Duffy Bill with a de- 
mand for retention of the $250 mini- 


mum damage award, feature of the | 


existing statute. 


Reversing customary parliament- 


ary procedure and listening first to | 
|} oppents, the Committee, headed by 


Sirovich of New 
York, was pushed out of the spot- 
light by an array 
radio and film composers and other 
names tepped by Rudy Vallee, 
George Gershwin and Irving Berlin. 
But none of that trio had a chance 
to testify at the initial session, with 
Buck consuming two hours lambast- 
ing the radio and hotel industries. 
‘Friendly’ Committee 

While the Committee is predom- 
inantly ‘friendly,’ Buck received a 
when Repre- 


sentative O'Malley of Wisconsin be- 


j}gan demanding facts and 





figures 
about methods used by ASCAP to 
compel 
ciety licenses. 
short, by Sirovich, 
adjourned the proceedings. 
Bickering and dissention in Com- 
mittee ranks broke out when Rep- 
resentative Church squawked about 
Sirovich’s plan to get the view of 
opponents before hearing argu- 
ments of sponsors of law revision. 
Chairman refused to alter the 
schedule and announced advocates 
of pending legislation must wait 
two weeks before having their say. 
Declaring the ultimate purpose of 
the Duffy measure is ‘to destroy the 
Society, Buck registered a blanket 


| objection to the bill approved by the 
Senate last summer, but gave un-| 


|'qualified support to the alternative 


proposal sponsored by Sirovich and 


|} trotted out only after the hearings 


would retain the $250 clause and | 
}continue features of present law, 
under which film exhibitors were 


prised of his wife’s death in Lon- | 


got under way. 


forced to obtain ASCAP licenses. 


Principal points in Duffy bill as- | 
(1) new lan- | 


sailed by Byck were 
guage, termed ‘very insidious,’ spec- 
ifving that the right 
films also includes right to exhibit; 


(2) section stipulating no infringe- 


ment action can be brought against 
persons who do not charge admis- 


| sion to places of entertainment; (3) 


Two years | 


French bu- | 
reau, Sacem, out of business, Sacem | 


head 


that | 


among ‘te 


abolition of minimum damage 
award. 
‘The Little Fe!'ow’ 
Insisting ‘We are here trying to 
protect the little fellow, the ASCAP 
charged the ‘power trust’ is 
responsible for the Duffy bill, and 
accused broadcast, hote] and exhi- 
bitor ljobbies of influencing the State 
Department to recommend abolition 
of the $250 punitive feature. 
‘More music is being played today 
before.” Buck testified 


creator is getting less 


than ever 
‘but the 
There isn’t a 

who is getting 25% of what he was 


anized age 


omposer or author 


getting before the mec} 
came along. 
Throwing light 
Buck declared the copyright 
poo! last vear cojlec ted approximate- 


Broad- 


, 
on ASCAP opera- 


tions, 
$4,000,600 from licenses 
V 7 il rr) ii ri . 
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hearings got 


of prominent | 


music users to obtain So- | 
O’Malley was cut | 
who hurriedly | 


Sirovich measure | 


the produce | 





Most Played on Air 


To familiarize the trade with 
the tunes most on the air around 
Ne u Yor h . the ‘ 
the songs most played 
networks 


following is the 
listing of 
on the eceross-country 
last iree k, i? 


according to. the 


relative standing, 
approrimate 
number of combined plugs on 


WEAF, WJZ, and WABC, 


Alone. 

I'm Shooting High. 
Moon Over Miami. 

It’s Been So Long. 
Cling to Me. 

Building Up to Letdown. 
Write Myself a Letter. 
You Hit the Spot. 
Please Believe Me. 
Little Rendezvous. 
Lights Out. 

With All My Heart. 
Table for Two. 

Dinner For One. 

Let’s Face the Music. 
Feather in the Breeze. 
Rhythm in Nursery Rhymes. 
Got My Fingers Crossed. 
West Wind. 

Old Fashioned Song. 
Wake Up and Sing. 
Green Fields. 

So This Is Heaven. 
Yours Truly. 


Herman Starr, Warner Bros. v.p., 
is slated to meet with spokesmen for 
the hotel men today (Wednesday) 


in New York to discuss the terms of 
licensing agreement for WB 
music. Due » this meeting being 


t« 
scheduled, WB has made no effort 
hotels for infringe- 
past several 


to check the 
ments during the 
weeks. 

Another pertinent angle that de- 
veloped from the performing rights 
tangle the past week was the report 
that the writers proposed, when they 
got their royalties from Warners to 
turn over the money intact to the 
general fund of the American So- 
‘iety of Authors & 
Publishevs. 

By endorsing the WB checks to 
the Society the writers, it is said, 
figure that they will be able to pro- 
tect themselves against any loss of 
classification resulting from the 
non-broadcast of Warner catalogs 
by the major networks. The ques- 
tion arises as to whether the pub- 
lisher-members of the ASCAP direc- 
torate will agree to the acceptance 
of these Warner checks for inclu- 
sion in the general collections. 

With 238 stations under license, 
Warner Bros, is collecting $25,000 a 
month from radio. If the same deal 
were extended to the same stations 


Composers, 














WARING WINS OUT IN 


3 MORE DISC SUITS) tie" income ‘on the 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
| Court of Common Pleas last week 
| handed down three supplementary 
decisions upholding Fred Waring’s 
right to license phonograph records 
containing his services if and when 
these discs are aired or performed 
for a profit. The original finding 
Was against WDAS, local transmit- 
ter. 
| New 


decisions enjoin UHR’'s 
Roumanian restaurant, Studio Ball- 
; rooms, Inec., and the Robinson Re- 
| cording Laboratories. The first in- 
junction applies to cafes, the sec- 
ond to dancehall and the third to 
persons transcripting records of an 
artist's performance over the air. 

Waring actions were handled by 
Maurice J. Speiser, counsel for the 
National Association of Performing 
Artists, 





French Magyars 
Paris, Feb. 16, 
eafe click is 





Latest local 
Magyar atmosphere, Going over 
chiefly by importing gypsy boy 
bands from Budapest. 

Nearest to Hungarian in the man- 
agement is a White Russian head 
waiter. Owners are all French, 
j;among them of Robert 
Dirler, head of Pathe Natan stock- 
| holders’ association, 


MCA’s Own Chi Bldg. 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 

tion of America Is 
building, 430 
This is a seven- 
story structure next to the Wrigley 
building and across the 


the Tribune Tower. 


relatives 





Musie Corpor: 
taking 
N. Michigan ave. 


ovel its 


own 


MCA’s move from its 


quarters in the Orientai theatre 


building to its next home scheduled 


for early this coming fall. 


Hun- 


garia, on the Champs Elysees with 


street fromm | 


present | 


for the balance of 1936 it would 
jmean $300,000 for the year. Sta- 
}tions on the WB list constitute 
|about half of the commercial sta- 
itions operating in this country. It 
is figured that if al] these outlets 
contracts with Warner Bros, 
present license 
basis would come to around $800,000. 
| This sum, according to the WB plan, 
| would only be that derived from the 
| licensing of local broadcasts. It is 
| WB’s intention to make an en- 
tirely separate contract for net- 
work broadcasting, which, it is 
estimated, would bring Warner a 
minimum of $1,250,000 a year. 
Warner is filing its third suit 
against WOR, New York, this week, 
citing two uses of ‘Chansonette’ on 
Feb. 12. Infringement actions are 
also being filed this week against 
WDSU, New Orleans, and WPEN, 
| Philadelphia. 

















EDWARD 


CHANEY au FOX 


SAILING 8. 8S. MONTEREY 
March 3rd—OPENING ATTRACTION 


MAYRIS 


New Million Dollar CLUB TROCA- 

DERO, SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA. Now 

35th Week San Frea-isco’s Smart 
CLUB DEAUVILLE 
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NOW MAKING “SHORT” 


hat Sevmoayr Weiee Re 


A ats : and Arnol \ 


eo eS 
> 


ANYA wo DRIGO 


Opening PALMER HOUSE, Chicago 
MARCH 5 


Through Courtesy of Lou Wolfson—William Morris Agency 
FOR WARNER BROTHERS 


Lucius Boomer, 
ersailles Restaurant; Miss Merriel Ab- 


weevelt Hotel, N. O0.: 








Piha 





1 
} 
; 
: i 
i 
| 
if 
| 
| 


ave PRR, 5 Re SBR ie Ae: wa 











56 VARIETY 


4 


Wednesday, February 26, 1936 








MUSIC 








PF 





Buck Blasts 


Musie Users 





(Continued on page 55) 
easters paid the largest amount, $2,- 
500,00, he said, with exhibs contrib- 
uting $870,000, and hotels only $197,- 
000. Average hotel fee is $60, Buck 
said, with theatre owners and broad- 
easters paying very nominal charges 
for the ‘right to dip into this great 
reservoir and take whatever they 
want.’ 

The Society's take must be split 
among 44,000 members in 21 na- 
tions, Buck declared, 

‘This bill is not an attempt to im- 
prove the copyright act,’ Buck testi- 


fied. ‘It’s to destroy the Society. 
The attempt here is to remove the 
only thing the creator has got to 
protect him.’ 

‘Termites’ 


Terming broadcasters, exhibs and 
hotels ‘termites’ and ‘pirates,’ Buck 
referred to the Justice Department’s 
suit only briefly. He said the ‘power 
trust’ is responsible for monopoly 
charges, and voiced a willingness to 
‘go into court any time.’ 

Only sign of antagonism toward 
the Society was displayed by Con- 
gressman O'Malley, who began quiz- 


zing Buck about membership re- 
quirements and operating tactics 
just before the session folded. Under 


questioning, Buck said, ‘any living 
man’ can join the pool, but later ad- 
mitted by-laws require candidates 
must have written five numbers pub- 
lished by recognized firms. 

After Buck denied the Society had 
intimidated Milwaukee barrooms 
and niteries to take licenses, under 
threat of prosecution, O’Malley de- 
clared the ASCAP head was ‘not 
acquainted with the facts,’ and an- 
nounced he will bring out numerous 
incidents to substantiate charges of 
‘racketeering.’ 

Plot to knife copyright revision 
legislation this session of Congress 
was seen last week in plans of 
House Patents Committee to spend 
next four weeks hearing arguments 
on rival proposals to bring the an- 
tiquated statutes up to date, 

Advocates of speedy action, 
heartened recently by announce- 
ment that Duffy bill would be given 
consideration, were despondent and 
disgruntled after Chairman William 
I. Sirovich issued schedule calling 
for hearing three days weekly over 
the next four weeks. With adjourn- 
ment goal fixed at April 15 to May 
1, sponsors felt there is slim chance 
of forcing a vote and feared com- 
mittee will stall until time is too 
short to bring proposition before 
the House, 


Short Time 


If next month is consumed in 
public discussion, committee will 


arly po 








“wANOT ES 
Ciimbing to of all song 


“SO THIS 1S HEAVEN” 


Riley and Farley's Swing Hit 
“I'M GONNA CLAP MY 
HANDS” 


The “Dancing Feet’ songs! 
“EV’RYTIME 1! LOOK AT 
You” 
“DANCING FEET” 


Dave Franklin’s New Ballad 
“MY HEART IS KEEPING~ 
COMPANY” 








have short time in which to revise 
pending bills, prepare report, get 
favored measure on the calendar, 
obtain permission of leaders for de- 
bate, and iron out a compromise 
with the Senate, it was feared. Siro- 
vich last year expressed outspoken 
opposition to features of the Duffy 
bill, notably the clause wiping out 
the $250 minimum damage award. 

The schedule announced by Siro- 
vich gives opponents and advocates 
of new legislation six days each in 
which to present their claims. With 


sessions carded for Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, Siro- 
vich expects to hear from spokes- 


men for American Society of Com- 


posers, Authors & Publishers this 
week, listen to representatives of 
dramatists and other’ scribblers 


next week, with radio broadcasters, 
film industry mouthpieces, and hotel 
men explaining their views the two 
following weeks. 

Allied with the music industry in 
opposing the Duffy measure are the 
paper and pulp manufacturers and 
the printing trades. The bill, con- 
tend these factions, would open the 
way for the dumping in this coun- 
try of books, pamphlets and adver- 


tisine material, since copyright 
would be granted by the United 
States without the formality of 
registration. 

Opposing paper and printing 
groups regard as significant the 


fact that the Nazi government has 
granted German printing industry 
a government subsidy for use in the 
manufacture of printed matter to be 
exported. This has been done, as- 
sert the paper men and printers on 
this side, in anticipation of Amer- 
ica’s letting down the bars. 


WOOLWORTH’S IN ON 
LONDON CABARET-TH. 


London, Feb. 18. 

Martinus Poulsen, one of promot- 
ers of the Prince Edward theatre- 
cabaret, is just back here from New 
York, having closed a deal with 
Clifford C. Fischer for the French 
Casino show in Miami, formerly at 
the New York F. C., to come over 
intact some time in March. 

Show will play three months, then 
to be replaced by another Fischer 
show, the one current at the Broad- 
way French Casino. 

Understand L. Stevenson, a Wool- 
worth 10c store exec, is financing 
the promotion partially. If the ven- 
ture doesn’t prove successful, the 
Woolworth company will acquire 
the theatre and turn it into a store. 











Radio Course in Music 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Study of different styles of cur- 
rent pop music and trends of same 
will be conducted in new series of 
broadcasts by Jan Savitt’s band 
over WCAU. Skedded Saturday 








SANTLY BROS -JOY « 
1619 BROADWAY, N.V.C. 








\-- FLASHES —~ | 


Current Favorites 


“GREEN FIELDS 
AND BLUEBIRDS 


“POLLY-WOLLY- 
DOODLE” 


Featured by Shirley Temple 
in “THE LITTLEST REBEL” 


“| LOVE TO RIDE THE & 
HORSES i 


(On a Merry-Go-Round)” 
from “King of Burlesque” 


~ SAM FOX PUBLISHING COMPANY 
MOVIETONE MUSIC CORPORATIO 


1250 SIXTH AVENUE 
RCA BUILDING RADIO CITY 
MEW YORK 





afternoons, programs will have 
several musical numbers iilustrat- 
ing straight, fast, slow tempos and 
new swing tunes, Combinations and 
orchestrations will also be ex- 
plained. 

Orchestras to be discussed include 
Casa Loma, Benny Goodman, Jimmy 
Dorsey, Ozzie Nelson, Eddy Duchin, 
Ted Fiorito, Ben Bernie, Guy Lom- 
bardo, Ray Noble, Duke Ellington, 
Henry Busse and other leaders, 





Most Requested 





(As reported by Joe Reichman, 
Statler Hotel, Boston.) 
Night and Day 

Stardust 

Just One of Those Things 
Feather in Breeze 

Alone 

La Cumparsita 

All. Thru the Night 

Make Believe 

lf | Should Lose You 
Lovely Lady 





(As reported by Mark Warnow) 
Alone 
Moon Over Miaml 
Please Believe Me 
Feel Like a Feather 
With All My Heart 
Building Up to a Letdown 
Eeny Meeny Miny Mo 
You Hit the Spot 
Write Myself a Letter 
Broken Record 





(As reported by Dick Gasparre, 
Savoy-Plaza hotel, N.Y.C.) 
Lucky Star 
Alone 
I’ve Found a Dream 
Moon Over Miami 
Please Believe Me 
Little Bit Independent 
Just One of Those Things 
My Romance 
Rigamarole 
Alone at Table for Twe 





(As Reported by Rudy Vallee) 
Alone 
Beautiful Lady in Blue 
That Never-to-be-Forgotten 
Night 
With All My Heart 
Cling to Me 
Hypnotized 
1 Love to Ride the Horses 
Between Danees 
You Hit the Spot 
Boots and Saddle 





(As Reported by Tom Coakley, 
8t. Francis Hotel, San Fran- 
cisco) 

Alone 

You Hit the Spot 

I'm Fellow Who Loves You 
The Broken Record 
Lights Out 

Moon Over Miaml 

Star Dust 

East of the Sun 

The Music Goes Round 
Please Believe Me 











Nan Blakstone Labels 
Songs Smutty; $170 Suit 


Jack Bassett and Manning Sher- 
win, through Attorney I. Robert 
Broder, filed suit against Nan Blak- 
stone for $170, claimed due them for 
two original songs they wrote for 
the singer. 

Miss Blakstone, who signed her- 
self as ‘Pooh Pooh’ in her letters to 
the writers is currently at Leon & 
Eddie’s, N. Y. In her answer to 
the suit, Miss Blekstone claims she 
didn’t order the songs and that they 
‘were lewd and indecent.’ 

Titles of the numbers are Blak- 
stone Isn’t Naughty Anymore’ and 
‘Cellini Is the Menace of Venice.’ 





N. 0. JUNG ROOF CLOSES 


New Orleans, Feb. 25. 
Jung roof, night spot, will close 
Feb. 29 for several weeks for re- 
modeling. 
Ray Teal leaves for California 





after the closing. 





Performing Rights Society. 


national’s ‘Little Lord Fauntleroy.’ 








up big production. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Fred Day, here on a visit, has straightened out the difficulty which 
arose over the use of Francis, Day & Hunter tunes in network broad- 
casting as a result of the break of the Warner Bros. group from the 
American Society of Composers, Authors & Publishers, 
publisher acted on the complaint 6f Jack Hylton, who broadcasts out of 
Chicago for Standard Oil of Indiana, that he was being barred from 
airing his own tunes, of which F. D. & H. is the publisher, 

In a conference with A. M. Wattenberg, WB counsel on music matters, 
Day learned that Warner had at no time warned any one against broad- 
casting the Francis, Day & Hunter catalog. 
ing had developed, it was strictly due to the action taken by CBS, which 
had obviously been prompted by the fact that Harms controlled every- 
thing for the United States in the F. D. & H. catalog prior to 1920. 

Warners, explained Wattenberg, was not making performing rights 
claims to any Francis, Day & Hunter works released since that year. 
Such works may be performed by an ASCAP licensee under the reci- 
procity agreement which the latter organization has with the British 





The British 


If any such misunderstand- 





Max Steiner set a record of five days in scoring for Selznick-Inter- 
He also set another mark by having 
timing, composing and recording out of way in seven days. 
takes four weeks to accomplish complete job, 


Ordinarily it 





Major Holl'y’wood picture studio hired New York ace tunesmith to tune 


He has been on payroll seven weeks at $3,500 per 
but has had only one song accepted, 








———— 
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Night Club Reviews 





HOLLYWOOD 


(NEW YORK 


The paradox of Broadway and 
something in the nature of Broad- 
way history is being demonstrated 
currently at the Hollywood restau- 
rant by Benny Fields. It’s a paradox 
because a pioneer crooner, seeming- 
ly, has had to wait long beyond the 
normal span of theatrical oppor- 
tunity to achieve the recognition 
due him under ordinary standards; 
the historical signficance is marked 
by Fields’ click which borders well 
nigh on the sensational. 

Whether there’s an obtuse psycho- 
logical element involved, such as 
that which comes broadly under the 


|heading of ‘the breaks,’ or whether 
lit became necessary for a 


long- 
standard team of Blossom Seeley 
and Benny Fields to split up before 
the singer attained the necessary 
distinction, becomes one o’ those 
things. It’s anybody's guess. 

But Fields’ current wow at the 
Broadway: cabaret-restaurant ap- 
proximates this wesk’s big person- 
ality show biz news. 

Coming in on gumshoes, Fields’ 
terrific hit with his song salesman- 
ship has the Broadway bunch pre- 
dicting big things all over again 
for a cafe and stage singer who is 
largely credited with pioneering the 
crooning style of vocal delivery 
which long since catapulted Crosby, 
the late Columbo, et al. to fame and 
fortune. Only—and this is probably 
true of many a pioneer—the path- 
finder seems to have been the last to 
cash in on it. 

Fields’ telling manner of socking 
over a song has resulted in his 
initial fortnight being extended into 
10 weeks, his salary doubled, etc., 
and now the wise boys who like to 
feel that they know how to pick 
‘em, see radio, pix, etc., as Fields’ 
future. The paradox of the radio 
aspect, of course, is that he and 
Miss Seeley as a team had been 
pegged for similar distinction two 
and three years ago, and no dice. 
They even had a sustaining builder- 
upper, but by all indications this is 
Fields’ season, 

Fields looks very juve. He’s shed 

beaucoup poundage, wears a nifty 
dinner jacket with the proper 
Saville Row eclat, flourishes his 
cane and topper with unction and 
peddles his ditties in ultra-1936 
manner. His ‘Broadway Rhythm’ 
has been developed into a thematic 
song production, fore and aft. And 
in between Fields gives out ‘Thanks 
a Million,” ‘Music Goes Round’ 
(novelty version) and the rest of the 
book to big applause and an atten- 
tion-arresting tally. 
Co-headlined with Fields is the 
French chanteuse, Irene Bordoni. 
This marks the musical comedy 
star’s debut in a Broa@way cabaret, 
although she’s played smart cafe en- 
gagements in adjacent-Broadway 
class spots such as the ‘Chapeau 
Rouge, et al. As ever a personality 
girl, she sells her pops and past 
musical comedy excerpts in telling 
manner, 

For the rest the Danny Dare revue 
is standard, trimmed to accommo- 
date the added starters. Some of 
the highlights, retained, are as ef- 
fective as ever. In the main, how- 
ever, Joe Moses and Abe Lyman, 
the Hollywood's impresarios, might 
wisely discard the present frame- 
work and either produce a com- 
pletely new show or go in for 
straight floor show variety. Ob- 
vious, considering the costly pro- 
duction investiture in this show, 
plus the special material, etc., it’s to 
be preferred to retain what’s possi- 
ble, for economic reasons. On the 
other hand, the show has been cur- 
rent since early October. True, the 
Hollywood is a transient nitery, yet 
there’s no computation how much 
trade is kept away through the 
over-familiarity with “Topics of the 
Tropics,’ “When April Comes 
Again,’ the basketball game and 
gymnastic parade, the ‘International’ 
dance finale, ete. 

_ Bill Anson with his radio tmita- 
tions is an added starter. Another 
new interlude is Carlos and Mar- 
chon, personable dance pair. He is 
the brother of Gomez (and Winona) 
and she resembles both Winona 
and Hilda (David and) Murray. 
Nice looking pair who know their 
ballroom terps. Charlotte Lamber- 
ton, deaf-mute dancer and a looker 
clicks in a specialty. Jack Waldron 
is back in his second year as m.c. 

yman’s orchestra is socko for 
dansapation. Eugene Jelesnik is al- 
ternate combo. Abel, 


EUROPA PALM COURT 


(BERLIN) 


5 Berlin, Feb. 11. 
Viennese revue, ‘Alles fuer’s Herz’ 
(‘Everything for the Heart’) is cur- 
rent. Another such import from 
Austria, and the staunchest support- 
ers of ‘Anschluss’ will keep mum. 
It’s a revue in the style of 1912, 
minus the comedy, the effects and 
the showmanship. The girls are all 
lookers, and it’s too bad that the one 
outstanding costume number, #2 
flower scene, isn’t exploited more, 
A team of comedians in a poor 








imitation of Gallagher and Shean 
endeavors some laughs with blue 


material, Management evidently js 
aware of the extremely poor mate. 
rial, for it had to borrow five or six 
acts from the adjoining Europa 
Pavilion which saved the show, such 
as Bernhard Ette, the Paul White. 
man of Germany, with his orch. 
Ette still remains the best bana 
over here and he can deliver the 
swing stuff; he also goes in for 
clowning to good result, his fat 
saxophone player being very funny, 

Other acts borrowed for the show 
are Hilde Schoenborn, a fine singer; 
Fransky, eccentric acrobat; Johnny 
Lang’s 15 Musical Maids, a gir] 
orch of the Viennese type; Karinska 
and Rilber, acrobatic dance team, 
and Lilian Hills, dancer. 

Europa Palm Court,’ Berlin’s 
newest theatre, is an attraction by 
itself. It’s a huge winter garden 
built entirely of glass and steel with 
a sliding roof and all tables on the 
floor, making it a restaurant the- 
atre; lighting effects and a cosy at- 
mosphere are a feature, 


SON EXCELLENCE 





(PARIS) 
Paris, Feb. 15. 
This Russian joint — ‘boites 


Russes’ they call ’em here—is run by 
A. Rigikow, who had the Caucasiens 
in the bonanza period. It has more 
atmosphere than most, and better 
cooking; it’s a place for dinner and 
after theatre supper, rather than 
an all-night hangout. 

Specialty is Russian music to go 
with the cooking, and currently Ada 
Morelli, Lithuanian girl who sings 
Russian songs, is on the bill. She's 
got as warm and expressive a voice 
as is to be found in Paris, and is a 
real musician. So is Dmitri Polia- 
koff, a.k. who sings to his own guitar 
accompaniment and who is going 
to American soon under Sol Hurok’s 
auspices. With thern are the pianist 
M. Ermann and a czigane violinist, 
Jack Tella, who liven up the place 
considerably. Not too far from the 
Champs Elysees, place is proving 
popular with a fairly select crowd— 
those who want to sit quietly 
around for a while in the evening, 
rather than dance a lot or see & 
fancy floor show. One of the several 
successful Paris nitery formulae, 

Stern. 





POSTPONE PLUGGERS’ SHOW 


Show which Professional Musioe 
Men, Inc., (song pluggers) had 
slated for the Alvin theatre March 
1 has postponed until March 15. 

Operators of the house required 
the original Sunday for the moving 
in of the George M. Cohan produce 
tion, ‘Dear Old Darling.’ 





VISIT Al WRITE 
MAARKS > 
MAUSIC 


Have You Heard 
The Top-Notchers 
Broadcast Them? 


“GOTTA GO TO 
WORK AGAIN” 


“| MADE 
ARRANGEMENTS 
WITH THE MOON” 


—_—-- 


“IT MUST HAVE 
BEEN A DREAM" 


Orchestrations - - 50c each 


BILLY CHANDLER 
General Professional Mgr. 


Other Marks Songs 


Most Played on Air 
Week Ending Feb. 15 


T—Por Que? (Why?) 

S—Chloe 

S—Parade Wooden Soldiers 

S—Song of the Islands o, 

S—Springtime in the Rockies # 

T—Quiereme Mucho z 

S—Play, Fiddle, Play 

S—My Gal Sal 

S—My Shawi 

S—Glow Worm 

S—Negra Consentida 

S—Original Dixie-Land Onee 
Step 

S—Hot Time in Old Town 

S—Down South 

P—Cockeyed Mayor Kaunas 
kakai 

T—Rain in Spain 

P—These 'n That 'n Those 

S—Sari Waltz 


PERMANENTLY AT 


RADIO CITY, N.Y. 


NO *¢ . JRESS NEEDED 
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Stenographic Cop’s Notes 
Send Law After French 
Casino; He Was ‘Shocked’ 


Police Sergeant Mike De Luca 
and Francis M. Hunt of Inspector 
Alex C. Anderson's staff asserted 


they were shocked when they wit- 
nessed the show at the French 
Casino, New York, last week. After 
complaints allegedly reached the 
office of Inspector Anderson, De 
Luca and Hunt, flit men of Ander- 
son’s staff, were assigned to ob- 
serve the show. 

Both attended one show. De Luca, 
who writes in shorthand, made 
copious notes, They remained 
throughout the entire show. With 
their notes they repaired to Ander- 
son. They stated what they had 
obtained and he directed them to 
appear before Chief Magistrate 
Jacob Gould Schurman, Jr., to ob- 
tain summonses. They did. 

The chief magistrate heard the 
facts and two summonses were 
issued, one against the corporation 
and the other against Carl M. Sny- 
der, manager of the Casino, The 
summonses were served and a law- 
yer and representative of the Casino 





appeared in West Side court. The 


attorney stated that an important 
witness was needed and an adjourn- 
ment was granted until Friday (28). 


Chez Ami Resumes Fight 


Buffalo, Feb. 25. 

Chez Ami, downtown nitery, re- 
sumes its fight for a liquor license 
before the Control Board this week. 
License was revoked by final de- 
cision of the Court of Appeals after 
the Calvary Presbyterian Church 
had objected to granting of the li- 
cense. 

A new application was made and 
the commissioner presiding pro- 
posed a private hearing, but protests 
from newspaper men kept the pro- 
ceedings open. Present testimony 
seeks to show that the church 
premises are not wholly used for 
religious services. 





TED BLACK BANKRUPT 


Ted Black filed a_ petition in 
bankruptcy with the Federal court, 
New York, last week. 

Orchestra leader gave his liabili- 
ties as $4,380, and assets $50. 





HARMONICA DISCS 
Carl Freed’s harmonica band will 
make its first recordings next week, 
discing two for Decca. 
All orchestrations will be original 
compositions by Freed. 




























Bie House OF MUSICAL Nove; riES: 


It’s still a hit—Play it and watch 
the audience reaction! 


and Around” 


Have you heard Jimmy Lunce- 
ford’s record of 


“Rhythm in My Nursery 
Rhymes” 


Novelty Swing Tune Hit 


“Mama Don’t Allow It” 


s 
Spina and Burke’s New One 


“Don’t Say a Word—Just 
Dance” 


Sttecr MUSIC PUBLICATIONS 


‘CWyoRK Co 
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e FEIST e 
HITS OFTHE HOUR 


A Cleveland Best Bet Is 


LEE GORDON 


and His Music, heard from the 
Statler Hotel via the NBC Net- 
work; featuring these son hits 
of the hour. i - 


“IT’S GREAT TO BE IN 
LOVE AGAIN” 


McHugh and Koehler’s newest hit! 
“HAWAIIAN PARADISE” 
“IT’S BEEN SO LONG” 
“BREAKIN’ IN A PAIR OF 
SHOES” 
“WITH ALL MY HEART” 


E A . and 
“Ngland’s Newest Song Sensation 


“THE WHEEL OF THE 
WAGON IS BROKEN” | 


URRY « NEW York 
























Swing Stuff | 


Personals 

Johnny Van Epps joining Ray 
Noble to fill gap left by Bud Free- 
man...That leaves Tommy Dorsey 
looking for a saxman...Teddy Wil- 
son leaving the Famous Door, N. Y. 
...Britisher Spike Hughes due to 
wax a new series on strength of his 
past performance...Benny Good- 
man’s ‘Goody Goody’ jumped to 
first place on Victor lists...Benny 
Carter may leave Paris to join 
Henry Hall...Bob Howard cutting 
some new Deccas with an ofay gang 
including Berigan, Felburn, Art 








“The Music Goes ’Round © 





Shaw, Babe Rusin and Stan King... 
|Red Norvo used Maurice Purtill on 
|drums for his opening at Dempsey’s, 
land is now contemplating the addi- 
tion of a piano and trombone to fill 


lout Eddie Sauter’s smart arrange- | 


iments. Norvo will be given a free 
jhand to select titles at his next wax- 
jing...Fletcher Henderson set to 
record for Victor in Chicago...Bass- 
man Sid Weiss leaving Wingy Man- 
none to sign with Mae Breeskin, 
prez of UHCA Washington club... 
Johnny Hammond back from Chi- 
cago, having recorded Albert Am- 
mon’s jamsters with discovery Israel] 
|Crosby on bass. ‘Boogie Woogie’ 
standout. Also waxed more Mead 
| Lux Lewis on celeste, Roy Eldredge 
junit, and Jimmy Noone. 
Savoy Shout 
| After singing at the Shelton, 
where McKenzie and Condon’s 
Rhythm Kings were giving it out. 
| Mildred Bailey taxied up to the 
Savoy in Harlem to follow, Bessie 
Smith, Jimmy Johnson, and a truck- 
ing contest judged by Beatrice Lillie 
jand Ethel Waters. ted Norvo ar- 
rived early in the morning with his 
band and broke it up, The Shelton 
shindig demonstrated that drummer 
Dave Tough is the ace swing man 
with the sticks, while Bud Freeman 
and Forrest Crawford put on a 
carving duet that stopped the dance. 
At the Savoy, Chick Webb alter- 
nated with Fess Williams while Ella 
Fitzgerald warbled. The patrons 
|; wouldn't leave. 

On the Air 

‘Stuff’ Smith took a bow on Paul 
Whiteman’s Woodbury hour, in- 
troducing his specialty ‘I’se a Mug- 
gin’’ for the first time over the air. 
This dusky fiddler is packing 'em in 
at the Onyx, N. Y., in the approved 
Riley-Farley manner and has even 
sold himself to musicians. 

xems of Color’ program was held 
up for re-vamping but will go on the 
air as soon as possible, headlining 
Chick Webb’s orchestra with Al 
/Meldman doing the arranging. Hall 
Johnson choir will replace the Cecil 
Mack group, while Hamtree Har- 
rington is out. 

With an WMCA wire, Red Norvo 
is coming over the waves one night 
a week with a bunch of new ar- 
rangements. ‘My Heart Stood Still’ 
is tops. 

UHCA Jam Session 

With the cream of New York 
swingsters swamping the Famous 
Door, the UHCA local ran an in- 
formal crack-up for the jitterbugs. 
Hereafter admission will be charged 
to fill the coffers and recompense the 
performers, with a share going to 
the relief fund. Berigan, Tough, 
Freeman, Chick Webb and a new 
trumpeter. Otis Johnson from the 
Connie’s Inn relief band, furnished 
the highlights, ‘ 

Wax Works 

On Decca, Louis Armstrong's ‘Yes 
Yes, and ‘Eggs in the Basket’ were 
recorded with an ofay backing, Al 
Filburn takes the fine trombone solo, 
While Paul Ricci is featured on 
clarinet. Berigan, Barber, McGrath, 
and Stan King were also on the 
date. The latest Mound City Blue 
Blowers on Champion were made by 
|& pick-up group with the new 
(tenor, Forrest Crawford, headlined. 
‘Mamma Don't Allow It,’ is sensa- 
tional. 

On Victor Fats Waller goes sweet 
and lets the swing fans down. Ted 
Wallace Blue birds, Joe Haymes’ 











|-Teddy 


new ork, really swing out with 
‘Goody Goody.’ The fine tenoring is 


cut by Fred Follensby from Boston, | 


while Gordon Griffin tees off on 

trumpet. 
Brunswick is 

Wilson 


releasing the new 
dises. Titles, ‘Life 


| Begins When You're in Love,’ and 


| McRay, 


es 


‘Rhythm in My Nursery 


net; Gordon Griffin, trumpet; 
tenor; Truehart, guitar; 
Moncur, bass, and Cole on drums 
Billie Halliday takes the 
Despite the poor title material, this 
band swings out. 

Ronald S. Wise, specialist in 
classical discs, is now sales head 
of the Masterworks division of Col- 
umbia Phonograph. He was ior- 


merly traveling sales and promo- | 


tion rep for Victor. 


Rhymes.’ | 
| The personnel is Rudy Powell, clari- | 


vocals, | 





College Rhythm 


The seventh of a series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as 
regards dance music and dance bands. 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
have been asked by Variety to give the opinion of the student body as a 
whole rather than pass personal judgment. Neither has Variety given fur- 
ther instruction as to what was to be said or how. These articles appear 
as the undergraduates have written them, with the expressed opinions 
being their. own. 

. VARIETY publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a cross- 
section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and bands with 
the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. For what the 
college group has to say about dance music is deemed important in the 


trade, TULANE 


By Thilo Von, ’37 





Students of Tulane University, one of the south's two strongholds of 
collegiate conservatism, are in a period of transition in their preference 
for music. The transition is from the sizzling jazz, which has given New 
; Orleans fame and distinction in the musical world, to the more sedate lilt 
of sweet tunes. 

To explain this changing preference it is necessary to go back about 
10 years. At that time it was fashionable to reach school with wrecked 
hats and battered cars splattered with pet phrases and striped with a 
multitude of colors; when ‘Collegiate’ was the theme song of about every 
university lad. 





It Started There 

That was the flourishing era of ‘New Orleans jazz,’ a type different 
from that found in any other part of the country. It was the true kind 
of jazz, the kind which took the high hat off syncopation. It was torrid, 
but it was what New Orleans liked and got. 

This distinctiveness led to leadership in the field, for soon New Orleans 
was sending forth Louis Armstrong, Louis Prima, and King Oliver, a 
Negro who became well known and wealthy through his abilities as a 
| jazzman. Also, there were other outstanding jazz bands in this city. 
The original Dixicland outfit came from here and the New Orleans 
Rhythm Kings were another leader. 

Conversely, there have never been any outstanding sweet music bands 
developed here, nor have there been any prominent individual advoca- 
tors of this type of music. Consequently, the city has always turned to 
hot music. And as the city goes, so go the students of Tulane, For their 
dances the university fraternities booked local Negro orchestras ex- 
clusively. Name bands, Jan Garber, for instance, toured the south play- 
ing college proms but they need never have come below the Mason-Dixon 
line as far as Tulane was concerned. They never received a booking 
here. - 

Approximately, New Orleans’ hot music called for a hot time, and rare 
were the formal parties given by any Tulane organization. But all that 
is changing. 

The Joe College hats have been replaced by better brands of felt. And 
while at one time the boys shuffled to the withering ‘Tiger Rag,’ they 
now relax. The new preferences are, no doubt, all part of the changing 
order of fashion, 


Black or White Ties 

Negro jazz orchestras are seldom signed any longer for dances which 
now have become exclusively formal. Name bands which offer sweet 
tunes are getting the call for proms. 

This change in college attitude has been motivated, according to ob- 
servers, by two potent factors: First, it is now fashionable to be sophis- 
| ticated, just as 10 years ago it was to be collegiate. Second, the new 
bands with the softer tunes are themselves growing up in the radio era. 
Consequently, even if their tastes did go for New Orleans jazz, the col- 
legians get sophistication thrown at them over the air and gradually are 
growing to like it. They rarely hear New Orleans bands when they dial 
their radios because New Orleans bands have remained in New Orleans, 
where there has been a demand for them, 

So the two reasons merge and you find sophistication on the Tulane 
campus—sophisticatior, accentuated by a change in the order of music. 

At Newcomb college, women’s unit of the university, the trend is the 
same. There, Maynard Klein, professor of music, finds that a substantial 
majority of students prefer what he terms ‘sweet jazz’ as regards dance 
music, 

As to preference in orchestras, Lombardo undoubtedly leads here with 
Wayne King a close second. Others meeting with considerable approval 
are Glenn Gray, Ray Noble, Phil Harris (now playing locally), and 
Benny Goodman. 

So the modern trend at Tulane is now to import name orchestras for 
proms from the east and other centers. Only last year the first, Charlie 
Davis, was brought-to town for a ‘Finals’ dance. Joe Sanders has been en- 
gaged to play for a Mardi Gras hop the middle of February. 


(Next week: Southern California) 





aboard the Paradise Show Boat, 
Troy, N. ¥. 








Music Notes 
Will Jason and Val Burton back 


Irwin Dash, British pub, while | in Hollywood after six months in 
over here sold the American rights | London. 
to ‘Goodbye, Old Ship of Mine,’ and 
‘My Shadow’s Where My Sweet- | 
heart Used to Be’ to Shapiro- 
Bernstein. 








Max Steiner scoring Selznick’s 
‘Little Lord Fauntleroy.’ 


Boyd Gaylord opens Feb. 29 at the 
Tantilla Gardens, Richmond, Va. 





Lang’s hotel, Albany-Schenectady 
Road, now running as a full-time 
spot, featuring Lew Davis’ orches- 
tra and Glen and Richard's Revue, 
with George Busch and Christian 
Neil. 


Herbert Stothart and Eddie Ward 
scoring ‘Small Town Girl’ at Metro. 














: Tommy Stacks Succumbs 
Warren and Dubin penned ‘For a 

Buck and a Quarter a Day,’ which Thomas Stacks, 36, drummer in 
Joe E. Brown and Joan Blondel] | the Chinese-American restaurant’s 
sing in ‘Sons o’ Guns.’ | orchestra, died Feb. 19 of injuries 
pa | received in the fire at Lum’s, New 
Charles Dornberger has replaced | York, bringing the total casualties 
Pen Bernie at the Paradise restau- |to eight. 

rant, New York. MCA has taken/|in serious~-condition. 
over booking of the Broadway spot. Another victim was Arlene Ben- 


Irving Berlin will publish ‘I Don’t | ter of Aima (Carlo and) Sanders, 
| Understand Why %.1 Don’t Under- | the songwriter. 





Others injured are still | 


jamin, 26, non-professional daugh- | 


| 
' 


;stand Me,” written by Ginger | 
| he gers, } 
bac acm DRAPER WITH RESERVATIONS 
| Jack Maas, former contact for| Paul Draper has been tentatively 
T. B. Harms on Coast, managing | *!8ned for four weeks in the Rain- | 


bow Room, atop the RCA building 
in Radio City, starting April 7. Deal 
arranged by Jack Davies. 
Booking is contingent on Draper's 
White and Biue.’ | picture 
iquvtemidhcsedl }the Rainbow Room date being off if 
now | Draper is needed on the Coast. 


Mills office in Los Angeles, 





Sidney Holden publishing his own | 
flag-waver, ‘Shake the Blues Out of 
| the Red, 


Arnie Leipold’s orchestra 


j 


ee _ “7 _ 
Commitment ts v¥arne®©re, ; 


D DECEPTION 
ACTION VS. WB 


Writers of ‘Quicker Than You Can 
Say Jack Robinson’ yesterday 
(Tuesday) filed suit against Remick 
in New York Supreme Court, ask- 
ing $100,000 damages for the pub- 


lishing firm’s alleged failure to ex- 
ploit the tune properly. It’s the 
second action of its kind resulting 
from the withdrawal of the Warner 
Bros. group from the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors & Pub- 
lishers and the consequent loss to 
the former of NBC and CBS as 
broadcast sources for its catalogs, 
Other litigation was brought against 
Witmark by Mabel Wayne and in- 
volved ‘I Wanna Woo.’ 

George W. Meyer, Pete Wendling 
and Mack David, writers of ‘Jack 
Robinson,’ charge that Remick had 
withheld from them its intention 
of withdrawing from the Society, of 
which each is a member. Trio con- 
tend that 10,000 copies of the tune 
had already been sold and it was 
on the way to becoming a hit when 
the break with ASCAP shut off its 
exploitation over major air media, 
including the networks. 

Reduction of the number of per- 
formances of the song, it is also ale< 
leged, will automatically affect not 
only their classification in the So- 
ciety but their share of the ASCAP 
royalties. 

Ben Shiverts is counsel for the 
writers. 


802 POSTPONES NEW 
SCALE FOR ARRANGERS 


Enforcement of the New York 
musicians union’s new scale for ar- 
rangers, copyists and proofreaders 
has been put off until March 2, 
greement to a postponement was 
obtained at a meeting last week be- 
tween officers of Local 802 and a 
group of publishers. 

Union will use the interval to find 
out how many arrangers; copyists 
and proofreaders are employed 
steadily in New York music pub- 
lishing houses and to determine 
whether the upping in salaries will 
cause the hardship that the pub- 
lishers claim. It is understood that 
the union is primarily interested in 
getting not only recognition from 
the publishers but in acceptance of 
the closed shop principle. 

The new scale was‘o go into ef- 
fect Feb. 15, 




















ROBBINS’ CHATS 


BOB CROSBY 


making his New York 
debut as a maestro at 
the. Hotel New Yorker, 
Friday, Feb. 28th, and 
broadcasting via the Co- 
lumbia chain and WOR. 


Bob offers you 


“LOVELY LADY” 
“I'M SHOOTING HIGH” 
“LOST” 
“ALONE” 

“THE OLD OAK TREE” 
“ROLL ALONG PRAIRIE 
MOON” 


ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
199 SEVENTH AVENUE “NEW YORK 








$$ ED 


IN MUSIC 


THE BEST 





Just Released from 


‘FOLLOW THE FLEET’ 





Words and Muste by 


IRVING BERLIN 


° 
BUT WHERE ARE YOU? 


LET’S FACE THE MUSIC 
AND DANCE 


(M PUTTING ALL MY EGGS 
IN ONE BASKET 


LET YOURSELF GO 
'D RATHER LEAD A BAND 
WE SAW THE SEA 
GET THEE BEHIND ME, 
SATAN 


LINK G-P-M- 


G BERLIN inc 








THAVE. N-Y-C- 
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NEW 


ACTS 





WALLACE BEERY 
Talk, with trailer 
13 Mins.; One 
Metropolitan, Boston 
Wallace Beery’s last vaudeville 
appearance was 26 years ago. His 
turn is simplicity itself. House lights 
go up, then the star just walks on, 
after an introductory trailer, made 
at the Metro studios. This shows 
him ‘in typical scene clips from his 
best pix and serves as a more 
punchy introduction than most 
m.c.’s could offer from the stage. 
His entrance was the signal for a 
big ovation here. Working without 


& spot so he can see his audience, 
Beery bashfully acknowledged his 
reception with the shyness of a| 


schoolboy. 


whole ‘act.’ 

Hitching from one foot to another, 
glancing at notes held in his hand, 
cocking is head from this side to} 
that, Berry just chats with ’em. He | 
tells stories about other players on 
the Metro lot, mentions his radio 
work, and unloads some trite Holly- 


wood chatter. On show caught he 
seemed to be feeling his way, trying 
out various bits to get audience re- 
action. 

It would appear that the only pro- 
duction attempt made was in the 
direction of the trailer, and that 
from there on Beery is on his own. 


The informality of the turn is its 
charm; and the result is an excel- 
lent personal appearance. Fox. 


TONY MENDEZ REVUE (12) 
Flash Act 
13 Mins.; Full 
Grand O. H., N. Y. 
A dozen people is more than the 


G. O. H. stage has simultaneously 
held in a long time, and as a close 
here this one flashes production 


values that are way over par. Revue 
is ail-girl with three shifts of togs 
and the ability to step lively. Be- 
sides which, individually or collec- 
tively, they have class and know 
how to use it. Might be a pony 
chorus that’s become detached from 
a nightery, or unit. 

Ensemble opens by shaking up a 
rhumba. Gowning is up to snuff, 
and the yellow frillery looks pretty 
new. Couple of specialties—a torch 
song by a nifty brunette, and an 
acrobatic solo by the leader—follow, 
with a second ensemble (again in 
a change of garb) interspersed. 
Full company closes, selling a hotcha 
number in abbreviated sparkly cos- 
tumes with a pair of fast tappers 
setting the pace. 

Size of the company plus punchy 
routines gives a flavor of impres- 
siveness in this nabe apprentice 
shop. 





SMART SET FOUR 
Songs 

7 Mins.; One 
Grand O. H., N. Y. 

Singing act, deuced here, includes 
two girls and two men, all of whom 
stack up fair enough on looks. They 
chant over a microphone, offering 
nothing spectacular in the way of 
arrangements, but commanding at- 
tention for their nonchalance. They 
don’t appear to work hard, which 
may be an asset. 

Last tune, ‘Round and Around,’ 





That’s the keynote of the | 





is still warm enough for G.O.H. 
patronage, presented in variations 
which give each one a chance to 
Bolc. 

Cirls dress alike, but are distinc- 
tive enough, one being a blonde 
and the other a brunet. Act should 
get somewhere after more tighten- 
ing. Bral. 


RICARDO CORTEZ (2) 
Talk 
18 Mins.; One 
Chicago, Chicago 

Another personal appearance and 
all that it has come to mean to 
bookers, managers and audience. 
For those who want to get a life- 
size squint at a name which they 
have seen on the screen and for 
those to whom that spells some- 
thing glamorous. For Cortez, in 
this case, it means a chance to 
make some quick coin while taking 
the risk of hurting himself gen- 
erally by a weak stage impresson, 
It is a question whether it’s worth- 
while. 


After the customary speech, Cor- 
tez is interrupted by a _e stooge 
| dressed as a mailman, who promptly 
| proceeds to steal the act, by his 
expert performance. Usual chatter 
about how much wife likes Cortez 
and the, usual gagging. Then into 
some talk about the mailmen’s 
amateur theatrical show, with the 


stooge giving samples of what the 
show is about. He does a fine job 
of it while Cortez stands on the 
sidelines and comes up with a crack 
now and then. Some pansy stuff, 
that Cortez should eliminate, when 
the mailman asks him to play the 
part of a girl in the show. 


After the stooge's exit Cortez de- 
livers a dramatic reading in which 
a condemned killer makes his plea 
to the judge. Gold. 


PETTI and LESTER REAT 
Musical Novelty 

9 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Grand O. H., N. Y. 

Reat’s instrument consists of 20 
bottles filled to various levels with 
liquid. Capping his fingertips with 
thimbles, he massages this glassware 
xylophone with zip and precision, 
laboring furiously enough to be 
ealled back for an encore. Partner 
(Petti) in filler assignments with 
piano and accordion. 


Curtains part on an_ oldtime 
saloon setting, the bar opening up 
to bring the bottleware into posi- 
tion for action. Warmup comes via 
a couple of pop tunes, and increases 
in tempo until Reat climaxes with 
‘Hungarian Rhapsody.’ Latter gets 
the works with piano and pit ac- 
companiment, and is over. 

Spotted here for opener, but could 
do as well further back, 





WILLIAM EBBS & CO. 
Comedy 
8 Mins.; Two 
Grand O. H., N. Y. 

This one hinges on an illusion, 
the audience being led to believe 
that it’s a ventriloquist turn until, 


at the very close, the dull stooge 
(a midget) walks off the stage 
under his own locomotion. Worked 


nicely here, and sold in the trey on 
its deception value. 

Middle portion somewhat slender, 
however, because of the calibre of 
the gag material. Extremities is 
what get in the licks. Opens by 
having the ‘ventriloquist’ haul his 
‘doll,” in a highly crumpled state, 
out of a suitcase. At the stern end, 
the ‘doll’ bursts into song while the 
‘ventriloquist’ is consuming a de- 
canter of liquor. Patrons = here 
thought it was on the level and 
started applauding a couple of 
times. 

Looks too seasoned to be new, but 
the files have no record under this 
name, 
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Unit Reviews 
BUDDY ROGERS UNIT 


(STANLEY, PITTSBURGH) 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 21. 

Plenty of work remaing to whip 
the new Buddy Rogers unit into 
shape, but it should be an enter- 
taining show once the boys and 
girls get their bearings, Just break- 
ing in here and first performance 
pretty draggy, quite natural, since 
they had been rehearsing the night 
before from midnight until nearly 
daybreak. 

Chief flaws at moment are in 
routining, a condition Rogers’ show- 
manly instincts should be able to 
remedy quite easily. Not enough 
variety in band numbers, and unit 
could use a sock comedy act. As is, 
only humor is injected by a couple 
of novelty band numbers and 
Cookie Bowers, latter a sure-fire 
single but not entirely on scream 
side. 


There’s a little too much on th ne | 


vocal end. In addition to Rogers 
himself, who hits the mike in song 
a few times, there are Jeanie Lang, 
Bill Steele, the band’s accordionist, 
and a girl billed simply as Roberta 
and announced as a Florida win- 
ner in a recent radio contest. She's 
a decorative miss, but fits only 
moderately well here. 

High-spot of unit is Bowers. Only 
other specialist ig Miriam Verne, 
dancer late of ‘Sketch Book’ 


an acrobatic routine, without re- 
vealing anything out of ordinary. 
Miss Lang, cute and personable, 
works next-to-closing with Rogers, 
dishing out a couple of tunes in the 
personality gal manner with more 


than average effectiveness even 
though apparently working under 
wraps. 


On the musical end, Rogers has 
corralled a flock of first-rate mu- 
sicians who should develop into an 
ace musical aggregation. Arrange- 
ments are pointed to bring out 
dandy sax and trumpet sectiong (no 
violins here) and two pianos, one 
at each end, are likewise helpful. 
Aside from the tooting, boys are all 
clever fillers. One, a swish type, 
corrals a flock of laughs while an- 
other, a hefty drummer, steps down 
for a neat bit of hoofing. 

Novelties include an amusing 
number based on the premise that 
the boys are selling magazines to 
put themselves through college, 
with several chances for comedy, 
and finale, in which Rogers an- 
nounces a trainload of film stars 
have dropped in on them, and spot 
picks out boys wearing masks of 
flickerites. Trouble with latter is 
that too many of the masks aren’t 
easily recognizable. It’s here, too, 
that Rogers does his bit on at least 
a dozen instruments for an always 
nifty number. 

Still another of his boys, Bill 
Steele, last around here a few 
months ago as Joan Marsh's pianist, 
reveals a corking voice and sells 
‘Boots and Saddle’ early in show 
with room to spare. 

Caught again at a later perform- 
ance, the Rogers unit had already 
shown considerable improvement. 

Cohen. 





KIT KAT CLUB REVUE 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 
Lincoln, Feb. 


99% 


awe 


There are two shows in this terr!- 
same 


tory with practically the 
name. ‘On the Cushman circuit 
there’s one which the title only dif- 
fers from the above in that ‘Club’ 
is spelled with a ‘K’ instead of a ‘C.’ 

This is the ‘C’ show, and it’s a 


big timer, carrying 41 people and | 


offering an hour show in five num- 
bers. It's out of Chi and owned 
three ways, the biggest chunk be- 
longing to Will J. Harris, who 
combed several tunes out of his 
beard for it. Sid Page, the show's 
comic and emsee, and Glenn Burt, 
company manager, also have pieces. 
Burt says he still has seven halves 
left to sell. 

About Thanksgiving time this 
show broke into the Chi territory 
under the name of ‘G-Women,’ but 
after five weeks went into Chi again, 
revamped and started on the road 
again. In its present shape this is 
the fifth week. Routing is 
from here. Handling in the west is 
through the Morris office and in 
the east by Curtis & Allen. In front 
is Tom North, 

Hard work and abundance 
pretty good material in 
of Page, 
sendoff without clapping his own 
hands, gets the show away in great 
shape. Page is a smooth talker, has 
a neat appearance and a 


of 


fill the bill when the time comes for 
him to clown on his own. 

It’s pretty hard to tell when one 
number ends and another starts 
but there are five distinct girl bits 
labelled ‘Prevue,’ ‘G-Women,’ ‘Slaves 


of Beauty,’ ‘Cocktails in the Clouds’ | 


and ‘Life in the Stratosphere.’ Har- 
ris has written numbers to match, 
the best being ‘G-W,’ which 
itself to terp. After Page and the 
girls open, Peggy Earle, 
comic, gets a flock of laughs. 
ragged outfit contrasts for 


Her 
humor 





and a} 
fair enough performer who fills two | 
spots, first a tap-rumba and second | 








west | 


the hands | 
who gives everybody a/| 


likeabie | 
personality. Not only does he get | 
the other acts on, but he can also! 


lends | 


clever | 


in itself with the immaculate duds 
on Page. Marcy Bros. and Beatrice, 
comedy dancing, follow. The. girl 
in this act is a sellout, being able to 
throw her bo v inte all sorts of 
comic and grotesque shapes. Tempo 
fast and pleasing. 

With Page next trying to kiss 
every girl in the chorus, finally end- 
ing in a semi-riot, the stage is 
turned over to ‘Slaves.’ Time is 
filled here by an unbilled accordion 
pumper, who is oke, ‘Slaves’ fea- 
tures Yava, a nudie, who is really 
Betty Robins, and who works three 
different times during the show in 
unexpected bits. Demnati Bedouins, 
acro, with Page clowning among 
’em, are next. They have a nice act. 

Page and his stooges, Peg Earle, 


Betty Robins, and Paul Cannan 
take over the stage in ‘one.’ It’s a 
funny bit and everybody gets a 
laugh. Close wtih Gannan singing, 


comes at this 
Russell Red- 


and good. ‘Cocktails’ 
juncture and two kids, 
mond, singer, and Jackie Dolan, 
harmonicist, give for a hand. Miss 
Robins has another bit, aping a 
zrammar school kid at recitation 
time. Takes some falls and gets a 
hand. Girls who step out of line for 
specialties are Ida Bellamy, Fay 
Galvin, Elsie McKay and Nova 
Manning. 

Show was running 58 minutes 
here. Only fault with the road out- 
fits specializing in girls is that the 
line isn’t usually very well matched 
up, which is the trouble here. Some 
of the girls are fat, others lean, and 


talland short, too. Producers should 
try to keep the lookers in the front 
row on as many numbers as pos- 
sible, but they don’t seem to care 
at these prices. Barn. 





15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 

Charge made that theatres in 
Chicago were printing two sets of 
tickets Those sold to speculators 
bore a higher price than those dealt 
out at the box office. Law was that 
tickets must be sold at face value. 
This scheme got the ‘ice.’ 








Tempest in a_ teapot. Drama 
League included Charles Gilpin, 
Negro star of ‘Emperor Jones,’ in 
the 10 best performances and in- 
vited him to the annual dinner. 


Gilpin tactfully declined invitation, 





German film paper figured 47,000 
film houses of which 18,000 were in 
the U. S. Great Britain had only 
3,000 and Germany 3,731. 


Motion Picture Directors Assn. 
and kindred organizations sought 
to unite to fight the blue laws. 
Never did much about it, 

ASCAP opened a campaign to ac- 
quaint all writers and composers 


with the benefits to be derived from 
membership. Started with page ads 
in trade papers, 





Roland West talking of a promo- 
tion to produce eight reel silent pic- 
tures for the vacant one-night legit 
houses, Just a bright idea, 





Moredall Realty Co. (Capitol, 
N. Y.) floated a $900,000 bond issue 
acting as first mortgage on the 
house, Goldwyn Co, guaranteed 
payments, 





‘Four Horsemen’ 
Lyric, N 


spotted in the 
. Y., With a $10 opening. 





Syracuse adopted local ordinance 
aimed at darfce halls. 3ut provi- 
sions so severe that even wedding 
parties had to take out dance 
licenses, 





Chaplin’s ‘The Kid’ the first five 
reeler to break into the N. Y. Palace. 
Showed one week pre-release. 





Morris Gest declared out on 
spectacles, Was taking the coin on 
‘Mecca’ but declared it would take 
three good years to get his $408,000 
investment back. 

Palace theatre, Cincinnati, 
sewing machine in 
benefit of players. 


big 


put a 
greenroom for 


Finkelstein 
vestigated by 
Charged with 


tubin 
Minn. 
being a 


& being in- 
legislature. 
monopoly. 


—— 





|} the Parisian 


90 YEARS Aco 


(From Clipper) 





Mary Anderson coming to her 
home town, Louisville, and enthusi- 
asts stood in the lobby all night to 
get first chance at the tickets. Some 
at the head of the line sold their 
places for $50. 

E. Louis Ide had written what ha 
called an operetta of ‘Robin Hooq! 
Series of tableaux rather than a 
connected book. Short lived. 








Sporting goods co, offered 


00 dif. 
ferent designs in marked backs, 
Also had faro strippers and loaded 
dice. Advertised regularly, 

Marinelli, contortionist, advert d 
a trip to Europe for summer en- 


gagements, but a fall return. [Later 
agent. 


Salvini 








Tomasso skipped a show 
on account of his brother's deat} 
Al Hayman, who managed the Bald- 
win, ‘Frisco, where it happeney, 
wired his local man to attach the 
show. Salvini heard of it and it 
was tough getting him to finish the 
performance in which he was then 
engaged, 

Cincinnati Enquirer, which ran a 
show print shop as a side line 
ling Charles Frohman on two bills 
aggregating $700. Also put a plaster 
on Frederick B. Warde. 

Second burlesque of ‘The Mikado’ 
not so well liked at Koster & Bials, 
so a travesty on ‘Princess of Trebi- 
zonde’ was substituted. 

Frank Daniels, who presently was 
to become important in comic opera, 
was featured in Hoyt'’s ‘A Rag 
Baby,’ in tour. The farce virtually 
made his success, 

Chauncey Olcott quit the min- 
strels for light opera. Later he 
switched to Irish drama with even 
greater success, 

Lydia Thompson, No. 1 British 
Blonde, opened in Boston in a re- 


vamped farce, 
company. 


heading an American 
She got over, 





B. F. Keith bought tickets to ‘The 
Jilt,’” the Boucicault show, for all 
talent at his Boston museum. They 


attended in a body. 


Milton Berle’s Author 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 
Irving Mills has made a deal with 
David Freedman to write special 
material for Milton Berle. 
Freedman will concentrate on 
rounding up a radio script for Berle. 








BERNIE TO THEATRES 


Chicago, Feb. 25. 
Ben Bernie orchestra being set for 
a string of theatre dates starting on 
March 27. 
Treks westward into Los Angeles 
for a likely stand at the Cocoanut 
Grove. 


MINEVITCH’S BAD SPOT 





Paris, Feb. 25. 
Borrah Minevitch headlining the 
new bill at the A. B. C. didn’t come 


out any too well, due to spotting. 
Has to follow Tino singer, 
who is the show's sock rather 


swamps the bill. 


Rossi, 


and 


Chaney-Fox to Antipodes 
Hollywood, Feb, 25. 
Chaney and Fox booked into 
Trocadero club in Sidney, Australia. 
Team sails March 4. 











PAULINE COOKE 
LESTER ALLEN 


“FLAME OF DESIRE” 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 
































Jake Lubin, Loew booker, back BUY DOROTHEA ANTEL 
from his European vacation and Invalid Actress. Famous Greeting 
held i ‘ ine for ¢ avy i tom Cards. 21 Original and Exclusive De- 
a =n es antine for a day on ac- signs, One Dollar Agents Wanted to 
count of a typhus scare, Seli Cards, Liberal! Commission. Cali 

or write 

Washington Birthday mats off. DOROTHEA ANTEL 
Storm kept patrons home, 226 West 72nd Street, New Vork City 

e -* 
Ooacrwas. “S 
} LARGEST GRCUIT 

OF STAGE UNITS 


MELBA”™ 
_ THEATRE BLDG 


a BUR CUSHMAN 
CIRCUIT. 
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Hillbillies Barred from G.M.’s Free Am_ 
$1 Would've Drawn Too Many 


Show; 





+ 
Birmingham, Feb. 25. | 


General Motors rented the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium here for a week 
beginning Saturday (22) for a free 
amateur show. Marks first time 
anything like this has been pulled 
in this section of the huckleberry 


country. Auditorium seats about 


6,000, with two shows daily, after- 
noon and night. 

Promoters promise every amateur 
getting on the bill one dollar bili, 
regardless of whether he wins. Two 
first prizes of $15 awarded daily, 
and two $10 second awards. 

Show is being broadcast by 
WBRC, with 12 pickups in all 
scheduled. First prize winners each 
day will come together closing night 
to compete for $100 and a week’s 
engagement at the Alabama theatre. 

Another revolutionary move is 
that hillbillies are barred. With $1 
being offered everybody getting on 
the bill, promoters were afraid 
they’d never get through audition- 
ing the boys and girls from around 
the mountain. 


PAR’S 21 DAYS INN. E. 





BUT IT’S FOR PUREES 


Paramount is opening 24 days of 
time in New England all-film 
houses for a Bowes’ amateur unit. 
Opens March 13 in Bangor, Me. 
Further time may follow. 

When this troupe plays Dover, N. 
H., March 17 and 18, the Bowes 
amateurs will have played in every 
state in the country. 


Spook Show to Solo 
2-a-Day in N. Y. House 





X,’ a seven-people spook show, 
opens Friday (28) at the Province- 
town Playhouse in Greenwich Vil- 
lage for a twice-daily run. It will 
play by itself, without pictures. 

Shows will go on at 9 p.m. and 
midnight, with a 50c scale all over 
the house and no reserved seats. 

Billy Jackson is handling book- 
ings. 





WPA’s AK. Vaude 


St. Louis, Feb. 25. 
WPA vaudeville show of 14 old- 
time performers, for which govern- 
ment appropriated $9,910, is all set 
to give gratis performdnces at city 
institutions, hospitals, community 
centers, settlement houses and CCC 
camps. Tour is scheduled to begin 
this week and continue until May. 
Show will be combined into eight 
acts and a dramatic sketch. 
Charles Moran, WPA director, su- 
pervised assembling of old-timers. 





Philly House Fined 
For Playing Minors 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 

Appearance of Five Cabin Kids 
on stage of Lincoln theatre here last 
week cost William Heenan, house 
manager, $25 fine. Herbert J. Mc- 
Glinchey, supervising inspector for 
State Department of Labor and In- 
dustry, brought complaint on orders 
from Secretary Bashore. 2 

It was part of current drive 
against violations of the child labor 
laws in theatres and taprooms. Lin- 
coln theatre is a colored house. 





Alex Pantages Rites 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 
Last rites for Alexander Pantages 
were attended by 300 at Wee Kirk o’ 
the Heather in Forest Lawn Me- 
morial Park, Glendale, last Wednes- 
day (19). 





Stuart, Martin Team 


Charlie Stuart, formerly of Stuart 
and Lash, standard act in vaude for 
many years, is teaming up with 
Harry Martin, tormerily of the siap- 
stick trio, Mills, Kirk and Martin. 
They will do a two-act. 

Harry Lash is working as a single 
in Chicago. 





| 
' 
i 
| 
| 





DET. VAUDE HOUSES 
CORRAL PIC NAMES 


Detroit, Feb. 25. 

Stages of two local downtown 
combos will be flooded with film 
personages starting Friday (28), the | 
biggest assortment in some _ spell | 
here. 

Wallace Beery will share the spot- 
light at the Fox with Bebe Daniels 
and Ben Lyon. At the Michigan, 
Ricardo Cortez will head the vaude. 
Meanwhile, the Michigan is an- 
gling for John Boles, who is per- 
sonaling for three weeks before 
starting a new pic for 20th-Fox. 


Ath Bowes’ Am Unit to 
Play Sianley, Pitt., in Yr. 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 

Pittsburgh and Stanley theatre, 
WB deluxer, continue to be hottest 
spots in country for Major Bowes’ 
amateur units. Three have already 
played here and fourth comes along 
week of March 20, first time any- 
where so many of the network tyro 
shows have played one theatre so 
many times, 

Further, each that’s played here 
has done better than preceding one. 
First last August grossed around 
$22,000, second in November col- 
lected better than $28,500, while the 
third in January hit slightly above 
$30,000. 

Pencilled in at Stanley for week 
of March 6, originally held open for 
Gene Raymond, is Xavier Cugat’s 
band, playing return engagement 
here after four months. Raymond, 
called back to Coast, couldn’t make 
it. Jack Benny opens tour here Fri- 











day (28), then, following Cugat, 
come Wayne King and Bowes’ 
shows, 





Timberg Staging Unit 
For Lila Lee on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Lila Lee {1s rehearsing a _ unit 
scheduled for New York or Boston 
picture house opening March 15. 
Doc Howe of Fanchon & Marco is 
booking, 
Herman 
unit, 


Timberg is staging the 





It’s Col. Lou Irwin 


New Orleans, Feb. 25. 

It's Col. Lou Irwin now, and not 
the Kentucky brand. Governor Noe 
of Louisiana has commissioned the 
Broadway agent a colonel on the La. 
gubernatorial staff. 

Irwin is currently visiting his 
family in N. O. 


ED ROGERS IN HOSPITAL 
Ed Rogers (Rogers and Wynne) 
has been moved from his home to 
the Queens General Hospital, Ja- 








maica, L. I. 
He has been ill for nearly a year. 





BOOKING CHISEL 
ON FOREIGN DATES 


Berlin, Feb. 16. 

American acts booked for 
Germany and Central Europe 
should avoid signing office 
copies with English agents, 
who bring them over, for parts 
of Europe where other agents 
are doing biz and where the 
English can’t book. 

One name American act re- , 
cently arrived from the United 
States and now playing here 
was offered several months’ 
bookings from a Scandinavian 


agent who saw the act here. 
All conditions were agréed 


upon until it came to the ques- 
tion of percentage, the Scandi- 
navian agent claiming his 10%. 
Looking up the office copy 
signed with an agent in Lon- 
don, who booked the act here 
and in England, it was discov- 
ered that a 10% commission 


must be paid also from all 
other dates booked direct on 
Continent. This nixed the deal 


for Scandinavia. 


Audrey Wyckoff Wins 
Point in $25,000 Suit 
_ Vs. Loew’s Met, Bklyn 


and the 
Theatrical Corp. must submit to an 
examination before trial of a $25,- | 
000 suit for injuries brought by Au- 
drey Wyckoff, vaudevillian, accord- 
ing to a decision handed down 
Monday (24) by N. Y. Supreme 
Court Justice John E. McGeehan. 
Miss Wyckoff, who headed the 
vaude troupe Audrey Wyckoff and 
company, in her complaint, says she 














Loew's, Inc., Putnam 


was severely injured in March, 
1933, while backstage, at Loew’s 
Metropolitan theatre, Brooklyn, 


where her act was appearing at the 
time. She claims she ran into a 
door. 

The defendants deny responsibil- 
ity, claiming that Miss Wyckoff was 
not in their employ at the time, but 
that she was engaged and paid to 
appear at the Met by Milt Wood, an 
agent, 


SHAFER LEASES H’ WOOD 
SPOT FOR VAUDFILMS 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 

Hollywood Playhouse, now dark, 
has been leased by George Shafer, 
former Pittsburgh showman, for 
vaudefilms, opening March 4. 
Thelma White will m.c. first stage 
show, featuring Babe Egan and her 
band. 

Shafer recently planned policy for 
Vine Street theatre, also in Holly- 
wood, but dropped plan after toss- 
ing off week’s rent on spot. 








COSCIA ON OWN 


Phil Coscia has left the Yates 
office to start his own indie agency 
biz. 

He was with Yates for the past 
eight years. 





staged many shows. Every ticket 
the association without explanation. 


Clyde Beatty, 


Robinson. 


his: overcoat when a mugg in the 


Rattle didn’t start until Kearns 


Robinson's proxy on the short end. 





and so was the mugg when the cops arrived, 


Inside Stuf—Vaude 


Jule Delmar, now in his 17th week at the French hospital, New York, 
was on the receiving end of a benefit show himself a couple of weeks 
ago after organizing so many in the years he was a vaudeviile booker 
at RKO. Two hundred tickets for Delmar’s benefit was sent to a police 
association of a suburban town in Westchester, for which Delmar had 


the animal trainer, 
personals in theatres, though in demand, because his lions and tigers 
couldn't stand the gaff of four shows a day. 

Accustomed to two-a-day in the circus, the cats got lazy around the | 
third show and practically wouldn’t work at all the fourth performance. 
One of the spots cancelled was Warners’ Earle, Philadelphia. Scheduled 
booking for the Staniey, Pittsburgh, 
stage wasn’t large enough to house the cage. 





than the screen's ace bad man—and sought to prove it. 


although he was challenged while still on the rostrum. 
into the aisle as Kerns came off the stage and the battle started, with 
The overcoat was 


was returned by the secretary of | 


Considering it ingratitude on the part of an organization he had helped 
so many times, Delmar wrote the secretary a burn-up letter and circu- 
larized the Westchester County newspapers with copies, 





was forced to cancel all further | 


was nixed previously because the 


Joe Kerns, a Bronx amateur, made the mistake last week of trying | 
to bust into the Brooklyn territory with his impersonation of Edward G. | 
Result was that Kearns suffered a gashed mouth and loss of 


himself 


audience declared tougher 
Century, 


Mugg stepped | 


left the stage of Loew's 


in the shuffle, 
j 


‘ 
1OSt 


) immense 





is some resentment against some 
}agents, who have allegedly taken 
advantage of the fact that the 
casinos were unequipped to look 
after their interests in New York. 
Cases are cited where booking of- 
fices collected $1,200 and $760 


| weekly for talent, of which the art- | 


| week, respectively. 


Talk of South American Vaude 
Buildup and Five-Month Tour: 
Morris Office, Vernon Involved 





Rio de Janeiio, Feb. 13. 
After more than a year of steady 


use of American and European 


vaude talent, nitery proprietors 


here are convinced that a good 


show more than justifies -the ex- 


pense involved. 

Rio’s three big gambling casinos 
seem more than ever tied to a policy 
of bigger vaude bills,. despite the 
outlay for passages ‘from 
New York and; Europe. . Similar 
awakening interest’ in -vaude in 
Buénos Aires brings. up the strong 
possibility of a round-South 
America circuit,—Brazil, Argentina, 
Chile, and West Coast points north, 
—being established shortly. . 

Though breach of contract and 
other unpleasantness with which S. 
America is commonly associated 
will still be met by some American 


artists, these difficulties are fast 
disappearing, especially along the 
beaten paths, and can almost be 
disconsidered in connection with 
the larger cities. 

Truth of the matter is that in 
many disputed cases in the past, 


much of the blame can be laid to 
carelessness on the part of the art- 
ists. Cases of actors, especially 
girls, not wanting to go back home 
when their original contract ex- 
pired have been as great a poten- 
tial difficulty as the danger of 
their being stranded. 


No Protection 


No satisfactory system for the 
mutual protection of artists and ex- 
hibitors has yet been developed for 
general use ‘and everybody con- 
nected with the appearance of shows 
below the equator has a big re- 
sponsibility. This somewhat chaotic 
situation could be remedied if for- 
eign booking agents were to enter 


the S. American field on a full- 

time basis, a tendency which has 

only recently been evident. 
Development of adequate ma- 


chinery in the United States to 
produce unit shows to the play Rio 
and Buenos Aires undersea perma- 
nent arrangement with exhibitors 
there would be to the advantage 
of all concerned and make S. 
American time as safe as any route 
in the United States, it is now felt 
here. , 
Opportunity for US vaude in 
Sonth America is_ still unfathomed. 
Not only can the club, casino and 
vaude-film time be expanded enor- 
mously, but the mediocrity of the 
local theatre in most cases prevides 
a large public for longer shows of 
the unit type. The return year after 
year of English, French and Ger- 
man repertory companies seems to 
indicate that there is a theatre- 
public ready to pay money for good 
shows. 

In Rio, where numerous theatres 
are shuttered and a few local revue 
companies can barely make the 
grade,- American shows for popular 
appeal are almost untried. Foreign 
talent has been confined generally 
within the walls of the socialite 
casinos, despite the fact that in the 
few instances when an American 
group has gone on a film-vaude 
bill it has almost always been a suc- 
cess. 

Difficulties 


Any enterprise along these lines 
would need careful study, however, 
in view of difficulties over fluctuat- 
ing exchange and possible opposi- 
tion from local theatre groups. On 
basis of their experience ove. the 
last 12 months, casinos are -irmly 
sold on use of foreign talent,—not 
necessarily floor-shows, as_ the 
floor-show idea has not yet been 
properly developed. Good talent has 
been found to more than justify 
its cost by the extra trade attracted 
to the grill and the roulette tables. 


On the other hand, shows have 
been an expensive investment for 
the Rio clubs, which have been 


booking talent sight unseen and at 
the mercy of foreign agents. There 


ists’ share was -$70U0 and $400 a 


| are 


several months when the casinos 
nixed American shows completely, 
billing Freneh talent instead. How- 
ever, complaints against US agents 
have abated and recently the lo- 
calities have been satisfied with their 
treatment on Broadway. 

That the casinos are willing to 
pay good money for high-class tal- 
ent is seen by some of the bills over 
the’ past year. Top price paid is 
$3,600 weekly for a period of 11 
weeks at the Copacabana. New 
show for the inauguration of the 
new gvill-room at the Urca, in- 
cluding American and’ French acts, 
may top $4,000. This is probably as 


far as local clubs will go under 
any circumstances. - 
Method 
Createst possibility for expand- 


ing vaude time and improving the 
standard of foreign acts here seems 
to lie in the prospects of a S&S. 
American circuit, or.at least a route 
to Rio and Buenos Aires. Under 
these circumstances, two exhibitors 
share the cost of passages to and 
from New York and artists are as- 
sured of at least 16 weeks work. 
Six more weeks would be spent in 
traveling. 

Such an arrangement has already 


been put into effect by the Wil- 
liam Morris office, under an ar- 
rangement with Bobby Vernon 


(Stone & Vernon) and Lombartour, 
Argentine impresario and theatre 
owner. 

This does not take into considera- 
tion the possibilities of American 
acts playing smaller coastal cities 
of Brazil, many of which © have 
casinos. 

Though difficulties will not be 
met in the larger centers, especially 
Rio, it would still seem advisable 
to have all vaude groups accom- 
panied by.a manager. 


RENAMED DENVER SPOT 
OPENING WITH VAUDE 


Denver, Feb. 25. 

Following an overhaul job, both 
front and inside, the Center (for- 
merly the Empress) theatre, opens 
Thursday (27) with first run pic- 
tures and a stage show. 

George A. Allan, recently of the 
Playhouse, Salt Lake City, has 
taken over the house, and W. Rex 
Jewell will produce the stage shows, 
Latter will hold 35 people, including 
Art Reynolds and a 10-piece orches- 
tra; Peggy Anderson and 10 girls 
in the line; the Happy Chaps quar- 
tet; Tommy Seymour, singer. Each 
week three or four acts will be used, 
with the openers being Raynor 
which is under lease to the WPA 
and Meyers and Freddy Rick. 

Scale will be with a 35-cent top. 





— 


Upstate WPA Auditions 


Syracuse, Feb. 25. 
About 25 acts, comprising 62 


people, were auditioned here Sun- 
day (23) by George M. Gatts, state 
director of the Federal Theatre 
Project, for units that will tour the 
Syracuse territory. Paul Poole, for- 
mer RKO producer, will assemf{ie 
the shows. 

Full extent of the vaudeville proj- 
ect in this territory hag not been 
decided upon by Gatts. He returns 
here Thursday (27) for a final audi- 
tion. 

First showing of the vaude units 
here will be at the Civic theatre, 
which is under lease to the PWA 
and a dramatic unit is currentiy op- 
erating. 











AFA Nominations 


Annual nominations meeting of 
the American Federation of Actors 
will be held Friday (28) at Union 
Church, New York, with tudy 
Vallee presiding. He will announce 
the nominating committee, which 
will subn.it the official ticket for 
eight councilships expiring in May. 

Members of the AFA’s executive 
council whose terms are up in May 
Eddie Cantor, Suphie Tucker, 


Fred Keating, George Olsen, Bob 





Reaction to this supposed money- 
grabbing is seen in one period « 


Frank Lynch, Sid Williams 
Warner. 


Hope, 


and Al 
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Variety Bills 


NEXT WEEK (FEB. 28) 
THIS WEEK (FEB. 21) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show. whether ful! or split week 

















ALBANY 
Keith’s (28-2) 
Will & G Ahearn 
3 Brady 
Rogan & Barlow 
Marie & Fortune 
Leon Navara Orc 
BOSTON 
Keith’s (27) 
Megley Dancers 
F Marshall & Jones 
Roger Pryor 
Lupe Velez 
G DeQuincy & L 
Ross Pierre & 8 


CHICAGO 

Palace (28) 
Barri Petch & D 
Nonchalants 
Bobby May 
Ross & Stone 
Thelma Leeds 

CINCINNATI 

Palace (28) 
Buddy Rogers Ore 





CLEVELAND 
Palace (28) 
Ada Leonard Rev 

Red Hodgson 
NEW BRUNSWICK | 
Keith’s (29-1) 

Frank Gaby 
(Others to fill) 
SCHENECTADY 
Keith’s (27-29) 
Blue R’yt’m Step’rs 
Ada grown 
C Fredericks Co 
Mills & Martin 
Great Gretanos 
TRENTON 
Capitol (22-23) 
Mae Colleen Co 
Worth Wyle & H 
Clifford & Marion 
Lou & Evelyn Rev 


TR 
Keith’s (28-2) 
Lee & Lathrop Bros 
Stevens Sis 
Weist & Stanton 
Phil Regan 
Earl Jack & Betty 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


i501 Broadway, 
This Wk.: Jane Chesney, Rob’t Braine 





New York - 











Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (28) 
Maximo 
Carter & Holmes 
Frances Arms 
Jimmy Savo 
12 Aristocrats 
BALTIMORE 
Century (28) 
Janet May 
King & Sinclair 2 
Rass Elmer & & 
Wayne King Ore 
DETROIT 
Fox (28) 
Lyons & Daniels 
Eddie Peabody 





Wallace Beery 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (28) 

Jack Benny 

Mary Livingston 

Liazeed Arabs 

George Metaxa 

Stuart & Morg’n Co 

Chicken Sis 

READING 
Colonial (28) 

Irving Yates 

‘Making Talkies’ 

‘Happ’d in Reading’ 


WASHINGTON 
Fox (28) 


Bring on Dames U 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (26) 

Eddie Duchin Ore 

Pickens Sis 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (28) 
Bowes Unit No. 4 

BURLINGTON 
Carolina (4) 
Major Bowes Co 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
Paramount (28) 
Ted Lewis Bd 
CHICAGO 
Chieago (28) 
Carroll's Vanities 
Uptown (28) 
Ina Ray Hutton Bd 
Tommy Trent 
Jack Pepper Co 
DAVENPORT 
Paramount (28-2) 
Ted Lewis Bd 
DETROIT 
Michigan (28) 
3 Biltmorettes 
3 Miller Bros 
Herman Hyde Co 
Frazee Sis 
Ricardo Cortez Co 
DURHAM, N. C. 

Carolina (1) 

Major Bowes Co 

. WORTH 

Worth (28-2) 
‘Rockin’ in R’ythm’ 
MUSKOGEE 


HIGH POINT, N. C. 
Paramount (28-29) 
Major Bowes Co 
JOPLIN, MO. 
Fox Colonial (1-2) 
Major Bowes Co 


6 MONTREAL 
Loew’s (28) 

Shirley Gordon 

James Evans 

Cabin Kids 

Nina Olivette 

Lela Moore 

Girls 

OKLAHOMA CITY 
Warner (4-7) 

‘Rockin’ in R’ythm’ 

PINEHURST, N. C. 
Carolina (2) 

Mapor Bewes Co 

PITTSBURG, KAN 

Fox (2 
Major Bowes Co 





RALEIGH, N. C. 
State (3) 

Major Bowes Co 
TORONTO 

Hippodrome (28) 

‘Cafe de Paree’ 

La Fons Duo 

4 Lees 

Boreo 

Wills & Davis 


WINSTON SALEM 





Ritz (3-4) 
Major Bowes Co 


State (5) 
Major Bowes Co 








Wilbur Cushman 





ALEXANDRIA 
Paramount (1-3) 
Sirens in Satin 
Shannon Stanley 
Billy Baird 
Comer & Parks 
3 Aristocrats Dance 
Faye Sis 
Langdon & Storey 
Leroy & Sharp 
6 Satinettes 
Stanley Meyer's Bd 
AMARILLO 
Fair (1-2) 
Chicago Follies 
Col Ches Davis 
Henri Neiser 
Skating Swingers 
Bobby Bedford 
Johnnie Dyer 
Ellison Sis 
Zander & Xandria 
Frank Peg Jones 
Emile Leone 3 
Ted Harris Bd 
BARABOO 
Al ——_— (3) 
Passing Parade 
Bradna Boys 
4 Bars Harmony 
Great Koban 
Chan Knoll 8 
Bert Dexter 
Edith Rogers 
D Sis 
Mickey Reynolds 
7 Rhythm Makers 
BATON ROUGE 
Saenger (28-29) 
Sirens in Satin 
Shannon Stanley 
Billy Baird 
Comer & Parks 
3 Aristocrats Dance 
Faye Sis 
Langdon & Storey 
Leroy & Sharp 
6 Satinettes 


Stanley Meyer’s Bd 
BEAUMONT 
Jefferson (1-3) 
Fads & Fancies 
Gabby Bros 
Murdock & Milo 
Dale & Dean 
Tommy Séymour 
Myra Carol 
Doree & Hayward 
Louise DeLouie 
Jimmy Read 
42d Streeters Bd 
CASPER 
American (28-29) 
Blue Paradise Rev 
DeBarries Birds 
Carvelle Sis 
Carl Thorson 
Less Nichols 
Margie Richman 
Emily Winsett 
Tony Francesco 
Billy Burt 
Dot Higgins 
Paradise R Bd 
Gay & Marcia 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
State (28-1) 
Cavalcade of Laffs 
Murand & Girton 
Charlie Brugge 
Evans & Rudie 
Leroy & Pais 
Hal Haig 
Pat Nemo 
Dan & Ann Manos 
Mile Lila 
7 Musical Boys 
COLFA 
Roxy (6-7) 
Town Scandals 
Joe & Ed Dayton 
Butters Tr 
Art Gleason 
Phil Bernard 
Mayfair Sis 
Allyn & Gaudraux 





Joyce Rogers 
Town Crier’s Bd 
CRESTON 
Strand (2-3) 
Chatterbox Rev 
A De Carr & Spotty 
Frazier Bros 
Wyn & Hurwin 
Burton Sis 
Marie Merritt 
Melody Monarchs 
DUBUQUE 
Orpheum (4-5) 
Top Hat Re\ 
Great Togo 
Howard Fuller 
Mack & Miller 
Elmer Brown 


Nancy Tate 6 

Anita Muth 

Joyce Barker 

Dub Taylrr 

Bill Martin’s Bd 
FARGO 


Fargo (27-29) 
Let’s Have a Party 
6 Denise Dancers 
Billy Raymond Co 
Carlton Sis 

Frank Sterling 
Blaine & Douglas 
8 Melody Men 
HELENA 

Rio (7-8) 
March of Rhythm 
Jed Dooley Co 
Shay & Parker 
Lane & Harker 
Billy Joy 

St Clair Sis 

Clairs 

Juanita 

Waneta 

Billy Joy’s Bd 
HUTCHISON 
Fox (28-29) 
Rancho Grande Rev 
Conrad & Emerson 
Joe Melvin 

Bob Witt 

Drake Sis 

Buddy & Bil Carr 
Bernice Jarnot 

6 Roses of Rancho 
Don Ricardos Co 
ILLINOIS 
Macomb (3) 


Mardi Gras Nights 
Glen Dale 
Hadji Baba 3 


Shannon & Harris 
Jack Howe 
Dorothy LaRue 
Bob South Co 
George LaTour 
Masaueraders Bd 
LACROSSE 
Majestic (29-1) 
Passing Parade 
Bradna Boys 
4 Bars Harmony 
Great Koban 
Chan Knoll 8 
Bert Dexter 
Edith Rogers 
D Sis 
Mickey Reynolds 
7 Rhythm Makers 
LINCOLN 
Orpheum (28-1) 
Times Sq Tepics 
Lorette Grey 
Lutes Bros 
Sherman & McVey 
Fenwick & Kocher 
Holst 2 
Ginger Stover 
Buddy Mack 
Glenn Mason 
Joe Clausers Co 
MARSHALLTOWN 
Capitol (28-29) 
Mardi Gras Nights 
Glen Dale 
Hadji Baba 3 
Shannon & Harris 
Jack Lowe 
Dorothy LaRue 
Bob South Co 
George LaTour 
Masqueraders Bd 
MASON CITY 
Cecil (4-5) 
Kit Kat Klub Rev 
3 Payne Bros 
2 Kanazawa Japs 
Barney Star 
Ruth Sue Powell 
Waener Sis 
Jeanette Lee 
Richardson Sis 
Paul Cholet 
6 Kittenettes 
Krazy Kat Bd 
MINOT 
State (3-4) 
Let's Have a Party 
6 Denise Dancers 
Billy Raymond Co 
Cariion Sis 
Frank Sterling 
Blaine & Douglas 
8 Melody Men 
LIN 


MO E 
LeClaire (28-29) 
Rainbow Rev 
Fiddlers 3 
Herbert Mundin 
Hashi & Osai 
Vince Andrews 
Marlene Sis 
Connie Mitchell 
Jimmy Mack 
Black Panther 
7 Sirens Syncop’t’n 
MUSKOGE 
Ritz (28-29) 
Fads & Fancies 
Gabby Bros 
Murdock & Mayo 
DeLouie & Milo 
Dale & Dean 
Tommy Seymour 
Myra Carol 
Doree & Hayward 
Louise DeLouie 
Jimmy Read 
42d Streeters Bd 
NEWTON 
Rialto (2-3) 
Cavalcade of Laffs 
Murand & Girton 
Charlie Brugge 
Evans & Rudie 
Leroy & Pals 
Hal Haig 
Pat Nemo 
Dan & Ann Manos 
Mile Lila 
7 Musicai Boys 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Liberty (29-3) 
B'way Bandwagon 
Billy Farrell Co 
Siror 
Richardson 2 
Udell 3 
Rich Barnsdale 
Harper Roisman — 





Roisman's Co 


OMAHA 
Auditorium (23-29) 
Kit Kat Klub Rev 
8 Payne Bros 

2 Kanazawa Japs 
Barney Star 

Ruth Sue Powell 
Wagner Sis 
Jeanette Lee 
Richardson Sis 
Paul Cholet 

6 Kittenettes 
Krazy Kat Bd 


OTTUMWA 


Ottumwa (4-5) 
Rainbow Rev 
Fiddlers 3 
Herbert Mundin 
Hashie & Osai 
Vince Andrews 
Marlene Sis 
Connie Mitchell. 
Jimmy Mack 


Black Panther 

7 Sirens Sync’'p’tion 
PENSACOLA 
Saenger (25-26) 

Stars of H'wood 

Browne & LaVelle 

Clifford Wayne 6 

Jerry & Jean 

Clarence & DeLores 

Grey Wolf 

Iron Heart 

Little Deer 

Carlyle Wayne 

R Patrick Sutton 

Jack Tracy’s Bd 

PITTSBURGH 
Cozy (1-2). 

Top Hat Rev 

Great Togo 

H Fuller & Sis 

Mack & Miller 

Elmer Brown 

Nancy Tate 6 

Anita Muth 

Joyce Barker 

Dub Taylor 

Bill Martin’s Bd 


PONCA CITY 
Ponean (3) 
Times Sa Topics 

Lorette Grey 
Lutes Bros 
Sherman & McVey 
Fenwick & Kocher 
Holst 2 ; 
Ginger Stover 
Buddy Mack 
Glenn Mason 

Joe Clausers Co 


ROCK SPRINGS 
Rialto (1-2) 
Blue Paradise Rev 

DeBarries Bird 

Carvelle Sis 

Carl Thorson 

Less Nichols 
Margie Richman 
Emily Winsette 
Gay & Marcia 
Tony Francesco 
Billy Burt 

Dot Higgins 
Paradise R'yt’m Bd 


SAPULPA 
Criterion (26-27) 
B’way Bandwagon 
Billy Farrell Co 
Siror 3 
Richardson 2 
Udell 3 
Rich Barnsdale 
Harper Roismana 
Roisman’s Co 
SEATTLE 
Rex (27-4) 
Town Scandals 
Joe & Ed Dayton 
Butters Tr . 
Art Gleason 
Phil Bernard 
Mayfair Sis 
Allyn & Gaudraux 
Joyce Rogers 
Town Crier’s Ba 
ST. LOUIS 
Grand 0. H. (28-5) 
Stars of H’wood 
Brown & LaVelle 
Clifford Wayne 6 
Jerry & Jean 
Clarence & DeLores 
Grey Wolf 
Iron Heart 
Little Deer 
Carlyle Wayne 
R Patrick Sutton 
Jack Tracy’s Bd 
VANCOUVER 
Beacon (28-5) 
March of Rhythm 
Jed Dooley Co 
Shay & Parker 
Lane & Harper 
Billy Joy 
St Clair Sis 
Clairs 
Juanita 
Waneta 
Billy Joy’s Bd 
VIRGINIA 
State (3-4) 
H’wood Holiday 
Johnnie Dunn 
Mildred Perlee 
Stalac Bros & P 
Syble Lee 
Billy Thornton Co 
Spud Seal 
Stone & Kane 
Joe Donaldson 
H’wood Ambass'd'rs 
WATERLOO 
Paramount (28-1) 
Chatterbox Rev 
A DeCarr & Spotty 
Frazier Bros 
Wyn & Hurwia 
Burton Sis 
Marie Merritt 
Melody Monarchs 
WICHITA 
Orpheum (1-3) 
Rancho Gr'nde Rev 
Conrad & Emerson 
Joe Melvin 
Bob Witt 
Drake Sis 
Buddy & B Carr 
Bernice Jarnot 
6 Roses of Rancho 
Don Ricardos Co 
WICHITA FALLS 
Majestic (28-29) 
Chicago Follies 
Col Ches Davis 
Henri Neiser 
Skating Swingers 


Bobby Bedford 
Johnnie Dyer 
Ellison Sis 


Zander & Xandria 
Frank Peg Jones 
Ted Harris Bd 





Emile Leone 3 


WINNIPEG 
Orpheum (24-29) 
H’ wood Holiday 
Johnnie Dunn 
Mildred Perlee 
Stalac Bros & P 





Syble Lee 

Billy Thornton Co 
Spud Seal 

Stone & Kane 

Joe Donaldson 
H’wood Amb'ss'd'rs 





Warner 





PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (28) 
Regis Toomey 
Eddie Cantor’s Co 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
(21) 
California Rev 
3 Nonchalants 
Eddie Peabody 
Fred Lightner 
Gene Raymond 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (28) 
Jack Benny Rev 
Mary Livingston 
Stuart Morgan Co 
Liazeed Arabs 
3 Chicken 
Georges Metexa 


Sis 





(21) 

Buddy Rogers Ore 
READING 
Aster 
2a half (3-6) 
B'rtell & Hurst Rev 
2d half (25-27) 
Goss & Barrows 
Carr Bros & B 
WASHINGTON 


Earle (28) 
California Rev 
Raymond Wilbert 
Fred Lightner 
Riley & Farley Co 

(21) 
3 Queer 
Eddie White 
Wayne King Orc 





Independent 





CHICAGO 
State Lake (22) 
Kendall Kapp & Jr 

Kirby & Duval 
Murray & Reese 
Claire Powell 
Elmer Cleve Co 
Frank Buck 
INDIANAPOLBS 
Lyrie (28) 
A B Marcus’ Co 





KANSAS CITY, MO 
Tower (28) 
Moss & Manning 

Sen Murphy 
Jack Eddy Co 
Jack Carson 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (3-5) 
Fifl D’Orsay 
(Others to fill) 





London 





Astoria D. H. 
§ Christianis 
Canterbury M. H. 
ist half (24-26) 
Roper & Pamella 
Btoadway 4 
2a half (27-29) 
Sadler Desmond 4 
Lee Donn 
Dominion 
3 Cossacks 
3 Carlton Sis 
Mayfair Cab. 
Dare & Yates 
Howell & Harger 
Vic Oliver 
Trocadero Cab 
Geo Robey 
Murray & Mooney 
Janet Ray Co 
Lionel King 
Angela Parselles 
Maurice 
New Victoria 
Billy Cotton Bd 


CHADWELL H’TH 
Palace 
Mystery Singer 
Winsor & Wilton 
Sybil & Stepbroth’s 
CHELSEA 
Palace es 
Lewis Roll'e Stones 
CLAPTON 
Rink 
Cortes Bd 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Mystery Singer 
Winsor & Wilton 
Sybil & Stepbroth’s 
EDGWARE ROAD 
Grand 
Van Ryder 3 
Cal & Nona Key 
Vedres 
EDMONTON 
Empire 
Hal Swain Bd 
McDonald 2 
Bernardi 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
3 Manley Bros 
Kam Tsi 3 
Cora O'Farrell 
HOLLOWAY 
Marlborough 
Preston & O’Connor 
Campbell & Wise 
Penslow Co 
ILFORD 


Super 
Bobby Howell Bd 





Week of Feb. 24 


ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
ist half (24-26) 
Cadler Desmond 4 
Lee Donn 
2d half (27-29) 
Roper & Pamella 
Broadway 4 
KILBURN 
Grange 
Van Ryder 3 
Cal & Nona Key 
Vedras 
LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Coram 
Powell & Nona 
Alec Halis & Page 
LEYTONSTONE 
Rialto 
Hal Swain Bd 
McDonald 2 
Bernardi 
NEW CROSS 
Kinema 
Judd & Ray 
Mayer & Kitson 
Dwyer & Dwyer 
PECKHAM 
Palace 
Judd & Ray 
Mayer & Kitson 
Dwyer & Dwyer 
RUGBY 
Plaza 
Evelyn Hardy Bd 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
3 Manley Bros 
3 Christinis 
Cora O'Farrell 
STAMFORD HILL 
Regent 
Preston & O'Connor 
Campbell & Wise 
Pensiow Co 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 


Bobby Howell Bd 
STREATHAM 
Palace 


Stanley & Young 
Hortobagy Tr 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Troise Mandoliners 
TOTTENHAM 
Palace 
Teon Cortes Bd 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Granada 
Chas Manning Bd 
Addison & Sylvia 
Val Rosing 
Murray & Mooney 





Provincial 





ALDERSHOT 
Hippodrome 
Larry Adler 
MacCarthy 
4 Julians 
St John Sis 
Fred Marsh 
CARDIFF 
Capitol 
Rawicz & Landauer 
EDINBURGH 
Regent 
1st half (24-26) 
6 Ritchie Gis 
2d half (27-29) 
Burns & Taylor 


GLASGOW 
Paramount 
‘Songs From Films’ 
16 Mastersingers 
Elaine Robinson 
David Evans 
Eric Palmer 
KINGSTON 
Empire 
Scott & Whaley 
Phyllis Robins 
Music Hall Boys 
Anderson & Allen 
Edward Victor 
Percy Pryde 
D'Amselle & Boy 
LEEDS 
Parameunt 
3 Admirals 
Wilson Rogers & T 
Ann Penn 





Week of Feb. 24 


LEITH 
Capitol 
Ist half (24-26) 
Burns & Taylor 
2d half (27-298) 

6 Ritchie Gls 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 

M Winnick Ore 

Billy Kray 

Van Dock 

Miss Louise & Dogs 

H'mtree H’rrington 

MANCHESTER 
Paramount 

Younkman Bd 
NEWCASTLE 
Paramount 

Mrs J Hylton Boys 
PLYMOUTH 

Palace 

Hai-Yung Tr 

Anna Rogers 

Conrad’s Pigeons 


4 Sam Barton 


3 Virginians 
Max Hoffmaa 
Yeltony 3 
Les Durays 
READING 
Palace 
Tom Moss 
STOCKTON 
Globe 
Teddy Joyce Bd 
J Howard & King 
Mito 3 
Bennett & MacN 
Herbert & Hatton 
Geo Hurd 
6 Zio Angels 





Germany 





BERLIN 
Atlantis 
Carla Sydow Ballet 





Chill & Chally 


Month of February 


Duo Ladade 
Paul Kreidt 
Inge Tarsen 
Wm Petras 


Mueller-Mathies Or 
Carow’'s 

5 Carleys 

Faborini 

Gia & Ronny 

Heraldos 

F Junkermann 

Lilian & Ronne 

2 Paulettis 

Scott & Navy 
Faun 

Astrid 

Willy Hanack 

Rose & Red 

Roode & Henlein 

Ingrid Svenson Co 

Richard Schwarz 
Remde 

Hella Theinert 

Carl Paustian 

Georg Marko 

Niedermeyer 4 


Vaterland 
3 Erellys 
Carl Heinz Ewers 
Girardi Bros 
Kadowna Ballet 
Car! Leonard 
2 Wickings 
Nessy Drewerm’'nns 
Will Glahe Orc 
Gus Gottschalk 
Marietta 
Moar sen Orc 
| Micky & T Boys O 
DORTMUND 
Feuerkugel 
Eva Balle 
Certis Bangs 
Charlot Co 
Bobby Hausmann 
Harry Legow 
Harguerite & H 
Georg Nansen 
3 Wiesinger 
Jungmuehle 
Gus & Lil 
Willi Hampi 
Gerti Pohl 
Mary & N Shijoff 
Yorgo Ulrico 
Helen Zander 
G. V. Leithner 
DUESSELDORF 
Apollo 
3 Swifts 
Althoffs Horses 
H Kohlbrandt 
Mackweys 


- 


Ure 








Wednesday, February 26, 1936 


FRANKEFU RT-A- 
MAIN 
Scala 
Grock 
Carter 
Carl Bernhard 
Italo Boys 
Jenkins 


Nanina & Joscho . 


Reverho 
Talma 


Schumann Theatre 


8 Rolling Ladies 

Howard Nichols 

6 Fosca Adagio 

3 Cairolis 

Max Eberti 

Les Iwanows 

Koenigsfeld & H 

7 Menorcas 

Oscar’s Elephants 
HAMBURG 

Hansa 


Clemens Belling Co 


2 Cavallini 

Senta Dabelstein 
Hans Weichelt 
Dahms & Eyseneck 


Hetel Ambassadot 
Clara Belle Walsh 
Jack Holland 
June Hart 
Vincent Bragale 
Vincent Lopez Ore 

Hotel Astor 

Jack Berger Ore 
Hotel Barbizon-P'za 
Joe Moon 
Melvin Pahl 

Hetel Biltmore 
Russ Morgan Ore 
Linda Lee 
Goft & Kerr 
Nadine & Giraldo 
Hotel Buckingham 
Bob Fram 
Patricia Leeds 
Hotel Commedore 
John Johnson Orc 
Donalo & Durano 
Richard Stutz 
Jeanie Goodner 





Hagenbeck's Elep's Hotel Edison 

4 Herzogs “ 

Yong Kee 3 Sammy Wilson Ore 
Lambarts Wonder | Mac Coogan 

4 Smiths frank Cornwell 8 
Massimilio Truzzi Hotel Essex Uouse 
bE Rheinterrassen Musical Rogues 
Fassinis Dogs : 

Herta Montanus Hotei Fifth Ave 
Pirol : P Handelman Ore 
Willi Wiskott 


LEIPZIG 
Kristall Palast 
8 Alfredos 


Music Masters 
Hotel Gotham 
Raoul Lipofft Orc 


3 American Babes Hotel Gov Clinton 
Fiochi Sis & Pavio , 

Fresco & Camillo Eddie Lane Ore : 
Graziadei Hotel Gr't North’rn 
Nina Karpowa A Ferdinando Orc 
6 Koehlers 


Lopez & Ramon 

2 Singing Fools 
Linden 

Bonhair & Olly 

Borry 3 

L Fluher 

Kurt Grundmann 

Innthaler 

Italo 

Carlo Medini Ce 

Shanghai Tr 

Valencianos 





Cabarets 





Bal Musette 


Ann Kennedy 

Flo Hill 

Georgie Daniels 
Gordon Davis 
Bobby Leonard 
Tommy Martin 
Parisian Serenaders 


Barrel of Fun 


Ed & Morton Beck 
Bobby Tremaine 
Percy Stoner 


Bill’s Gay 90's 


Joe E Howard 
Kay Parsons 
Gus Wicke 
Will Ward 
Bill Lorraine 
Ed Furman 
Ethel Gilbert 
Jerry White 
Paul Davin 


Black Cat 


Lonny Simmons & 
Rhythm Kittens 


Cafe Louis XIV 
Louis XIV Ens 


Cafe Trouville 
Burt Stevens Ore 


Casine Venezia 
John di Michael 
¥ Bracciante Ens 


Chateau Moderne 
Billy Castle 
Elena MeCoy 
Dorothy Turry 
Fnk McFarlane O 


Chez Josephine 
Baker 


Josephine Baker 
Ray Benson Ore 
Antobal’s Cubans 


Club Cliquot 


‘Contin’t’l Variet's’ 
Vera Strilska 
Janey Dolova 
Tonsie Say 
Maxine Dailmer 
Bonnie Beard 
Valia Valentinova 
Vava Prozenko 
Pola Montoya 
Sasha Poleschuck 
Col F Maybohm 


Club Gaucho 


Dimitri 
Virgil 
Carmen De 
Rilla Dau 
Magda Valencia 
Munoz & Bolau 


Club Richman 


Lee Carr 
James Sherry 
Harry Bernie 
George Oliver 
Freddie Monroe 
Jack Mayo Ore 


Club Sharon 
Jean Abbott 
Kay Harris 
Al Appollon Ore 


Cocoanut Grove 
Guy Martin 
Ethel Parker 
Raye Prince & C 
Reed McLellan 
Phil Arnold 
Carlos Peterson 
Dick Messner Orc 


Connie’s Inna 
Evelyne Dove 
Bessie Smith 
Harold Reed 
Paul White 
Maxie Armstrong 
Eddie Green 
Moore & Larrye 
James Anderson 
3 Palmer Bros 
Kaluha 
Don Redman Bd 


Deauville 
Marie Almonte 
Eugene Borel 
Bobbette Christine 
Lucien La Riviere 
Lillian Cairns 
Natallie Wynn 
June Lorraine 
3 Aristocrats 
Jean Prague Ore 


Pravia 





NEW YORK CITY 


Delmonico's 


Murray Alan 
J. Mills Ore 


Jack Dempsey’s 
Dorothy Williams 
Carol Chapelle 
6 Spirits of Rh'thm 
Red Norvo Ba 


‘Eighteen’ Club 


Johnny Hauser 
Mary Mercer 


El Chico 


Consuelo Morena 
Portia Portar 
Emile de Torre Ore 


El Toreador 
Cortes & Maida 
Fermin & Gloria 
Leon Villamarin 
Leonardo & Marcia 
Fantasia Novoa 
Quartet Caney 
Medardo 
Aura del Bar 
Don Gilberto Orc 
D J Escarpinter Or 


El Morocco 
Ernia Holst Ore 


Famous Door 
Red McKenzie Bd 
French Casino 


‘Folies de Femmes’ 

Emilee Adreon 

10 Argentina Ladies 

Alphonse Berg 

3 Bredwins 

Georges Bruyais 

Choppy 

M’rg'’erite DuFresne 

Estelle & LeRoy 

Marita Farell 

Cilly Feindt 

Dany Flore 

Little Fred 

Vera Nargo 

Orbal 

Mile Paris 

Piroska 

Andre Randall 

Sherkot 

Sonia Gansser & A 

Jack Denny's Ore 

Vincent Travers Ore 

Russeli Patterson's 
Personettes 


Gino’s Cedar Gard’n 


Filberto Toselli 
Don Martin Ore 


Gloria Palast 
Paul Tremaine Orc 
Gr’nwich Vill, Inn 
Albert Pryme 
Elena McCoy 
Pat Clayton 
Lillian Cairnes 
Antony Tosca Ore 

Gypsy Tavern 
Bert Linden 
Aida Luciano 
Bukku 
Chubby Ross 
Jules Keaton Ore 

Jim Healey’s 
Jack White 
Kay Hamilton 
Vincent Padula Ore 

Anna Held’s 
Jack Rich 
Ruth Templeton 
Lindy Lou 
Brown & Browa 
*Toots’ 

Hilda Enfonti 
Sunny Lambert 
Bernadis Dancers 
Ruth Manners 
Paul Bass Ore 

Hickory House 
Marjorie Naylor 
Francetta Malloy 
Ted Lane 
Arthur Gansfried 8 
Wingy Manone Bd 
H’lyw’d Restaurant 
Abe Lyman Oro 
Irene Bordoni 
Benny Fields 
Jack Waldron 
Bob Anson 
George Givot 
Marion Martina 
Rose Blane 
Barren & Lane 
Cass Dailey 
Gertrude Briefer 





Marg’rita Laurelton 
B Jelesnick Ore 


Hotel Lexington 


Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Eugene Jelesnick Or 


Hotel Lincolz 


Loretta Lee 

Barker 3 

Isham Jones Ore 
Hotel Madison 

Val Olman Orc 
Hotel McAlpia 

Enoch Light Ore 

Mary Danis 
Hotel Montclair 


Don Richards Ore 
Coral Islanders 
Jaysnoft Sis . 
Hotel New Yorker 
Jack Meyers 
Marion Wilkins 
Muzzy Marcelino 
Stanley Hickman 
3 Debutantes 
Frank Bessinger 
Will Hollander Ore 
Ted Rio Rito Ore 


Hotel Paramount 
Phil Traversi Ore 


Hotel Park Lane 
Max Bergere Orc 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Hal Kemp Orc 
Knott & Towne 
Yost’s Calif Co 
Hotel Pierre 
Pancho Ore 
Gregori Franzell Or 


Hotel Plaza 
Lydia & Joresca 
Henry King Ore 
George Sterney Ore 


Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Arman Vecsey Ore 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Esther Velas Ens 
Guy Lombardo Orc 


Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Endor & Farrell 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Maurice & Cordoba 
Basil Fomeen Oro 
Habaneras Orc 


Hotel Shelion 
Bert King Ore 


Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 
Allan Gray Ore 
Colony Boys 


Hotel St. Morits 


Nikita Balieff 

‘Chauve Souris Rey’ 

Dorothy Fox 

Ron Perry Ore 

Sunny Rice 

Irene Antarova 

Andrea Salama 

Leo Resnick 

Leon Navara Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 

Kay Thompson 

Hartmanns 

Jules Lande Ore 

Emil Coleman Ore 


Hotel Taft 


Geo Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Hotel Vanderbilt 
Murray Dancers 
Bernie Dolen Ore 
Motel Waldorf- 
Astoria 
Corinna Mura 
Enrico & Novello 
Dr. Ross 
Charles Magnanti 
Orville Knapp Ore 
Michael Zarin Bd 


Hotel Warwick 
j| Arthur Skrilow Orc 


Hotel Weylin 
Vernons 

Charlie Wright 
Kathleen Barris 
Grace Morgan 
Bobby Brooks Ore 
House of Morgan 
Helen Morgan 
Clifford Newdahl 
Carl Randall 
Phyliss Cameron 
Don Alberto Ore 
Howard's Showboat 
Joe Howard 

Joe Ricardel 
Walter Lopez Ens 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
John Rockwood 
Evelyn Wiison 
Betty Murray 
Mary Lane 
Janice Andre 


Chiquita Venezia 
Warren & Bodie 
Carter & Schaub 
Midgie Parks 
Jvan Miiier 
Billy Mack 


ar 


Mary Barton 
5 taymonds 
anny Higgi 
Dorothy pg 
Gladys Faya 
Kitty Mulligan 
Gene Walter 
Joe Ricarde} 
Kit Kat 
Alfredo Allman 
Toots & Al 
Aida Ward 
Donna Clara 
Jackie Maviey 
Bob Hargrave Ore 


La Rue 
Rosita & Fontana 
Nick Vouzen Ba 
Eddie Davis Org 
Hans Hanke 
Duke E Noblemen 


Ore 


Octavene Hayy ard 
Leon & Eddie's 

Eddie Davis 

Nan Blackstone 

Billy Reed 

Kirk, Mills, H'warg 

Wilson B & M 

Mimi Rollin 

Princess Ahi 

Wm Farmer Org 


Madeleine's 
Jack and Jill 
Lucille Jarrett 
Damar Orc 
Joe Gray $3 

Man-About-Town 
Al Manuti Orc 
Maisonette Russe 


Codolban Orc 
George Orda 
Jasha Nazarenko 
Boris Belostozsky 
Nadia Kortez 
Maxim's 
Jane & J Farrar 
Rita Renaud 
Irving Fields 
Val Ernie Ore 
Mon Paris 
Jean Sargent 
Versatile 3 
Barry Winton 
Oscar Calvet's 
Monte Rosa 
Herrera Orc 
No. 1 Fifth Ave 
Michael Tegler 
Paul Weston Ors 
Jules & Joe 
Hazel Webster 
New Montmartre 
Beatrice Lillie 
Reginald Gardner 
Bernh’rdt & Grah’m 
Jacques Fray’s Ore 
Normandie 
Ann Courtney 
Ernest Charles 
Hal Hope Ore 
Old Roumaniaa 
Thais 
Sadie Banks 
Jack Hirsch 
Russian Gypsy 8 
Mickey Mallory 
Sol Schneider 
Roumania Gypsies 
Onyx Club 
Stuff Smith Bd 
Paradise 
Yacht Club Boys 
Georgie Tapps 
Terry Lawlor 
Janice Williams 
James Evans 
Violet Love 
Pritchard & Lora 
Jigsaw Jackson 
Place Elegante 
Tommy Mills 
Steve Lenti 
Eddie Bianchard 
Bill Farrell 
Benn Kauff 
Irve Harris 
Leo Lazaro Ore 


Rainbow Grill 
Joe & Betty Lee 
Jack & Jill 
Nancy Noland 
Ruby Newman Ore 

Rainbow Koom 
Dario & Diane 
Pickens Sis 
Nancy Noland 
Nano Rodrigo Bad 
Ray Noble Ore 
Russian Kretchmaa 
Gypsy Markoff 
Adia Kuznetzoft 
Nastia Poliakova 
Nicholas Vosilieft 
Mura Toumanova 
Dario Birse 
Orlik & Lolik 
Mischa 
Nicholas Matthey 
Gleb Yellin Orc 

Russian Troyka 
Vera Strelska 
Vova Protzenike 
Dunya & Kola 
Dina Larina 
Sasha Leonoft 


Amstel’'s Bd 
San Souct 


Jerry Blaine Ore 
Sidewalks of N. XY. 
Roscoe Ails 
Mammy Jinny 
Helen Stone 

Clark & Verdi 
Anthony Trini Ore 
Betty Lewis 


Small’s Paradise 


Charlie Johnson Ore 
Palmire & Valez 
Chunk Robinson 
Ollie Potters 
Arnette 

3 Blink Boys 
Amos Bonds 
Marion Heirston 
Stork Club 
Evelyn E Swann 
Gus Martel 

N Brandwynne Ore 


Sully’s Showboat 


Alberta Pryme 
Betty Rowland 
Dorothy Buckiey 
Doris Scott 
Frackin Scott 
Francis Smith 
Jimmy Wats’n B'y4 
Thru the Looking 
Glase 
Billy Keaton 
Bo Brummels 
Kitty O'Reilly 
Juvelle Donahue 
Vivian Grey 
Marcelle Curran 
Louise Stewart 
Maurice McNeil 
Billy Mannan 
Alice Lowell 


Ore 
Ore 





Joe Capella Ore 





Coletta Ellsworth 
Lee Erwin Ore 


(Continued on page 70) 
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Morrissey's Forgetfulness 





Failed to Pay $144 


Some Years Ago So 


Union Almost Shutters ‘Jumbo’ 


4 





Will Morrissey forgot to pay the 
ptage carpenter of one of his re- 
yues, ‘Comiques,’ several seasons 
ago, and that little slip almost 
closed ‘Jumbo’ at the Hippodrome, 
N. Y., last week. Regardless of the 
fact that Morrissey owns no frac- 
tion of ‘Jumbo,’ being a manager on 
the payroll, the stagehands’ union 


made the surprising move of de- 


manding the deckhand’s unpaid 
wage or else. 

Two business agents of local 
No. 1, I. A. T. S. E., arrived at the 
Hipp shortly before show time 
Wednesday (19) and demanded the 
coin. Billy Rose, ‘Jumbo’s’ pro- 


ducer, was not present, and there 
was plenty of arguing with the 
unionists over what the front of the 
house termed unprecedented, high- 
handed tactics. 


Union people re.orted they had no 
alternative but to follow instruc- 
tions set forth in a letter from Fred 
Dempsey, I. A. official. This missive 
Was shown to the ‘Jumbo’ manage- 
ment. It stated that the claim had 
been pending too long and ordered 
the union business agents, Vince 
Jacobi and Frank Powderly, to col- 
lect the wages due or not to permit 
the curtain to rise. Orders specified 
the date, that of last Wednesday. 

Relations between Rose and the 
union had been satisfactory. Heads 
of departments backstage at the 
Hipp have been earning from $125 
to $150 weekly, with double that 
sum paid them during the show’s 
long rehearsal period. When the 
agents were reminded that closing 
‘Jumbo’ would throw over 300 peo- 
ple out of work and cause large 
losses to the show, they agreed that 
might happen but insisted they had 
to follow instructions, 

Claim amounted to $144 and was 
finally paid. Coin was due on a 
week and several days the carpenter 
was with the show in Richmond, 
Va., plus transportation back to 
New York. 


CAST CORRALLED FOR 
‘HOUR’ ON WEST COAST 


Los Angeles, Feb, 25. 

Homer Curran and Herman 
Shumlin have completed cast for lo- 
cal production of ‘Children’s Hour’ 
with Shumlin directing. Those set 
include Sally Bates, Kathleen Lock- 
hart, Barbara Leeds, Theodore von 
Eltz, Marion Burns and Alma 
Kruger, 

Piece is slated to open at Labero, 
Santa Barbara, March 6, with the 
Curran, San Francisco, following. 


Opening date for the Biltmore here 
depends on the Frisco run, 











St. Louis Back 


St. Lvuis, Feb. 25. 

American Theatre, dark for sev- 
eral weeks, reopens March 1 with a 
one week stand of ‘Per->n 1 Appear- 
a..ce’ with Gladys George and others 
of the original New York cast. 

Walter Hampden in ‘Cyrano de 
Bergerac’ has the house March 9-11. 
Walter Huston in ‘Dodsworth’ 
plays a week's engagement starting 
March 16 and ‘Three Men on a 
Horse’, which played two successful 
weeks earlier in the season, returns 
for a week on March 22. 

April possibilities at the house are 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Charlotte Green- 


, 





Scenery Problem 





Storage of settings of closed 
Broadway legit shows is be- 
coming a problem, according 
to truckers. Several have 
named June 1 deadline for ac- 


cepting scenery aimed for 
storehouses, transfer men 
claiming the lofts are now 


jammed with stage dressings 
that will probably never be 
used again. 

Others say they will haul 
and store settings if paid stor- 
age costs three months in ad- 
vance. That amount figures to 
defray the cost of later haul- 
ing the material to the dumps, 
there to be set ablaze. For- 
merly leading producers had 
their own storehouses but pres- 
ent day managers usually save 
only the electrical equipment 
and props when shows close. 


‘DANGER’ GETS 2 SETS 











Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Moore’s ‘Danger—Men 
Working’ opened at the Broad a 
week ago (10th) receiving mixed 
notices with a majority of pans. 
Weather was terrible and biz worse, 
with $1,800 reported. Show had a 
second week skedded but on Feb. 17 
crix received wires from New York 
announcing that the show had 
closed. House management, includ- 
ing Sam Nirdlinger and the b.o. 
staff were as much surprised as 
anybody. 


Raymond 


Later in the week the dailies were 
notified that the show would reopen 
this Monday (24) and play its sec- 
ond week. In the meantime Thomas 
Mitchell replaced Burke Symon as 
director and a couple of cast 
changes were made, including Bruce 
McFarlane for Hal K. Dawson in 
one of the important roles. Crix 
were asked to cover the show again 
and agreed. Once before an Earl 
Carroll show got two sets of notices 
here, but in that case the show had 
never closed at all. 





No Moore Spring Stock 
Return for Baltimore 


Baltimore, Feb. 25. 


Raymond Moore has decided not 
to bring a legit stock company back 
into the indie Maryland here for a 
short spring season after Easter. 
After having stock session lasting 
seven weeks at the Maryland last 
autumn, Moore hinted to the press 
that he would return in the spring, 
and recently, when he broke in 
‘Danger—Men Working’ here, he re- 
newed the half promises, 

After he gets ‘Men Working,’ cur- 
rent in pre-Broadway grooming 
process at the Broad, Philly, into 
N. Y., Moore will head off for a 
vacation, dropping theatre activity 
until June, when he reopens his 
summer straw hat at Dennis, Mass. 
For the past couple of years the 
producer has been steadily in 
harness, his straw hat occupying his 
summers, and Broadway produc- 
tions this winter. Between the two 
he had a stock season here this 
autumn and a resident company in 
Florida last winter. 





Gurtler to N. Y. 


Denver, Feb. 25. 





wood in ‘Leaning on Letty’ and 
Gershwin’s folk-opera ‘Porgy and 
Bess’, 


Green’s ‘No Sun’ 


Baltimore, Feb. 25. 

Morris Green has taken for pro- 
duction ‘No Sun, No Moon,’ drama 
by Charles Warren, 22-year-old Bal- 
timorean. Play, which 
the hereafter, 
little theatre group here two years 
ago; since then it has been exten- 
sively rewritten. It is aimed at 
opening cold in N. Y. late in March 
St the Piymouth theatre. 

It's a first play by Warren, who 
in the summer of '34 went to Holly- 
wood and stuck a year 


rc a? 2° sae 
Male Pi OUTS, 


deals with 


scripting 


tor ther? fi 


was produced by a | 


Arnold Gurtler, manager of Elitch 
| amusement park and stock theater, 
| will leave for New York in 
lito arrange for several productions 
| for the coming season, and sign up 
| r:ost of the stock company. 
| Elitch is the oldest in con- 


tinuous operation in the world. 


stock 


Petish Denied 


Boston, 
Sweeney in 


Feb. 25 
| Judge . 
Federal Court yesterday (24) denied 
ithe petition of Children’s Hour, Ine., 


. . ‘ 
George A 


iwhich sought an injunction against | 


/Mavor Mansfield and the Boston 
Board of Censors to prevent inter- 
ferenp ‘ % <ho of t panned 


i 


March 





Illnesses in Several 
More Broadway Legits 


Iilness and injuries, mostly due 
to the severity of the weather, 
downed more players in Broadway 
shows last week. No dark houses, 
however, since the two night shut- 
down of ‘Follies’ shortly after it 
opened at the Winter Garden, when 
Fannie Brice had laryngitis. Over 
the week end Miss Brice responded 
to treatment by specialists. She is 
appearing in the revue regularly 





BROADWAY'S ARCTIC JITTERS HURT = 
BIZ; ALL DUCATEERS IN THE RED 





Lent Next Headaches 





Break Comes 


wrong in 
snowy 
weather 
Satur- 


Forecaster went 
predicting another 
week-end, Instead a 
break finally arrived, 
day and Sunday being sunny 
and the thermometer rising. 





now. 
Jimmy Durante returned to 
day (22) after being out for a week 
with grippe but worked under 
wraps. Gloria Grafton, of the same 
cast, forced out last Wednesday 
with the same complaint, returned 
Sunday but collapsed backstage and 
again went to bed. Tilda Getze, a 
show girl, is subbing for Miss Graf- 
ton. 

Philip Merivale 
of ‘Call It a Day,’ 


was forced 


a vertebrae while ‘End of Summev’ 
played in Boston, withdrew tempor- 
arily from that play at the Guild 
for further hospitalization, Phyllis 
Welch subbing. 

Laura Hope Crews, who replaced 
Mary Boland in ‘Jubilee,’ Imperial, 
was out with a bad throat, Olive 
Reeves-Smith again playing the 
lead. Pauline Lord, who has been 
out of ‘Ethan Frome,’ National, 
for more than a week, is due back 
today, 


— 


EQUITY URGES 
6-DAY WEEK 
IN CHI 





Chicago, Feb. 25. 

Extension of the six-day week 
labor rule to the legit field looms 
here, following the Illinois Labor 
Commission’s receipt of a letter last 
week from Actors Equity. In this 
letter Equity mentions the six-day 
labor law and wants to know why 
the Labor Commission is not en- 
forcing a statute which is already 
on the books of the state, 

Chicago has been a seven day 
legit town for many years on a 
usual schedule of nine performances 
a week and with shows paying their 
easts an extra eighth salary for the 
additional performance. 

Musicians Union recently issued 
its own orders to theatres, niteries 
and radio studios that the men may 
work only six days weekly. 

Should the Labor Commission en- 
force this six-day labor ruling for 
legit performers it’s likely that 
shows will retain their present Sun- 
day performance but cancel Monday 
shows, 


‘Jumbo’ at the Hippodrome Satur- | 


out 
Morosco, for sev- | 


OF PHILLY REVIEWS eral days, Fred Leslie stepping in. 
| Doris Dudley, who fell and injured 


Result was the first heavy in- 
flux into New York since the 
holidays and, by mid-after- 
noon Saturday (22) hotels in 
the amusement zone started 
filling up. 
Ticket brokers dropped their 
| grouch and acclaimed the day 
‘another New Year's Eve.’ 
| Theatregoers paid premiums 
} for tickets without haggling, a 
flock of legit shows going to 
capacity both afternoon and 
night. 


MOHAWK FESTIVAL 
EXTENDED TO 6 WKS. 











Schenectady, N. Y., Feb. 25. 
Mohawk Drama Festival, spon- 





sored by Union College on its 


tended to six weeks this summer, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Coburn again 
heading the company but alternat- 
ing with other stars in a series that 
will include four announced classics 
and two others, one a new play by 
a name American playwright. In- 
stitute of the Theatre, designed to 
give students professional experi- 
ence in acting and producing, will 
be conducted for eight weeks, ex- 
perts lecturing for one week each 


on the history and theory of the 
theatre. Walter Pritchard Eaton, 
Clayton Hamilton, and Barrett II. 





Clark have been engaged for the 
staff. School will open July 6 and 
close August 29. 

Among the plays to be staged in 
the Outdoor theatre during the pe- 
riod from July 21 to August 29 are: 
Shakespeare's ‘Macbeth,’ Benrimo’s 
‘The Yellow Jacket,’ Moliere’s ‘The 
Imaginary Invalid,’ and Sheridan’s 
‘The Rivals.’ In case of rain, per- 
formances will be given in the col- 
lege gymnasium. 

Charles Calvert will 
business manager. 


return as 





‘Fields’ Cut 


Equity’s Cuts Board assented to a 
reduction in salaries for the cast of 
‘Fresh Fields,’ Empire, N. Y. Players 
were in accord in a reeing to the 
cut, figuring the show would have a 
better chance of sticking. Under 
the rules the management guaran- 
tees playing at least two weeks af- 
ter the slice is effective. 

‘Mainly for Lovers,’ which opened 
at the 48th Street last week, will 
apply for a similar concession this 
week, 








Must Learn to 


Reason why admissions are 
charged for the WPA new produc- 
tions was explained this week by 
Philip Barber, acting regional di- 
rector for New York. He _ stated 
that it was felt a modest admission 
| fee is conducive to educating peo- 
ple not to expect to see shows for 
nothing. That has the rule 
applied to relief shows so far, but 
attractions have spotted 
in schools and institutions. New 
plays are being shown in regular le- 
git houses, 

Teaching non-theatregoers to pay 
‘for shows {s also the reason given 
bv Leblang for handling tickets for 
‘American Holiday,” a WPA 





been 


such been 


Friday (21). Tickets were sold at 


ithe regular 55c top without charge | 


jer premium. That is about the 


ice at \ j } tye 


nwe et Ye 


jsells any type of tickeis, buf 


WPA Tickets at Leblangs: Public 


piay 


which opened at the Manhattan last | 





Pay for Its Shows 


ducats generally call for gallery lo- 
cations. At the Manhattan the 





top 


campus in Schenectady, will be ex- | 


Long List of Click Plays the Lifesaver—Lack of 
Out-of-Town Customers 


Bewailed — Tax and 


oe 
New York’s managers and ticket 
brokers have the Arctic jitters, 


Frigid weather, which gripped most 


of the country including the met- 
ropolis for more than six weeks, 
is the cause. Less staunch of 
3roadway’s attractions have been 
badly off their pace for the final 
weeks of the boom period antici- 
pated between New Year's and 
Washington’s Birthday. 

With that mark passed _ (last 
Saturday, 22) indications are for 


steadily declining grosses for three 
weeks. Ice, sleet, snow and low 
temperatures did the damage before 
and now show business faces the 
coming of the federal income tax 
deadline, March 15.- Fhat and Lent, 
to a lesser degree, are sure to slow 


up theatre-going. It will not make 
much difference now whether 


weather is more favorable or other- 
wise. 

Fact that Broadway has a corking 
crop of successes, particularly 
straight shows, is the season's life- 


saver, a season that built to fine 
proportions until the most severe 
winter in memory started to wear 


down the customers. 
Buys Woe 

Ticket men have been taking it 
on the chin, every one of them re- 
ported operating in the red for more 
than two weeks. Brokers with buys 
made the limit of ticket returns to 
the box offices but had enough left 
over for cut rate dumping, which 
meant losses. Cancellations be- 
cause of transportation handicaps 
added to the woe of the brokers. 

Standout shows on Broadway fig 
ure to have a capacity draw from 
New Yorkers for a period of 12 to 15 
weeks, After that, attendance is 
pretty much up to visitors. But it 
was known that many hotels are way 
under normal, People have post- 
poned trips to the big town and, 
without such patronage, capacity 
attendance is likely to be rare until 
spring. 

First half last week was especially 
off. A few extra matinees were 
played in anticipation of early 
school holidays, but it was not until 
Friday that business returned to 


normal, Favorable break was the 
fact that another predicted snow 
storm did not materialize. Suc- 


cesses, however, were protected on 
Saturday’s holiday by advance sales, 
so the clear weather aided the other 
shows, 

Another factor adversely affecting 
show business is the absence of 
well-to-do citizens, all potential 
theatregoers. That class, which is 
the principal support of the agen- 
cies appears to be transplanted to 
the Southern vacation grounds, 


2 MORE QUICK FOLDS — 
TO CHISEL PAYOFFS 


Two more quick closings oceurred 
on Broadway last week because of 
the Equity rule on rehearsal pay. 
Latter item is deductable from the 
minimum two week guarantee pro- 
vided the play is not given more 
than one week and does not re- 
hearse more than three weeks. 

‘Black Widow’ was withdrawn 
from the Mansfield after the eighth 
performance, which meant closing 
at midweek. ‘Come Angel Band’ 
did not complete a week at the 46th 
St., electing to stop after its second 





goes for the first floor. 

Leblangs may handle 
|} the other WPA leased 
| they open, Saturday 
' 


tickets for | 
theatres as | 
night .the 
ducats for ‘Holi- | 


one-fourth of 


agency sold 100 


day,’ or about the | 
night's gross. Agreement to handle 
the ducats followed a visit from} 


Hallie Flanagan, national federal | 


' theatre director, and despite the 
opinion that Leblang was opposing | 
itself. Matty Zimmerman of the 
agency was interested in having the 
WPA theatre project support some 
of the faltering attractions on 
Sroadway and keeping such casts 
intact, but such a possibility is re 

; garded as remote, 

Plans are for continuing the Le- 
blang sale and estahlishine othe 
et selling pots wi 
ii Mmehed a one, 


performance. In each instance 
players received $40 during rehears- 
als $20 per week for two wecks). 


Players, who were on the minimum 
of $40 weekly, had only that amount 
due, 


Odets Assigns Mother’s 
Estate to His Relatives 


' 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25 


Clifford Odets has assigned his 
share in his mother’s $3,031 estate 
to his father and two sister it was 
revealed in an adjudication in 
Orphans’ Court here last week 

Mrs. Pearl Odets died in May, 
19235, at the age of 47 without leav- 
ing a will. Her husband is Louis J. 
Odets and her daughters erre Mre. 
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WPA Reviews 





AMERICAN HOLIDAY 


Drama in three acts (5 scenes) by Edwin 
L. and Albert Barker presented by the 
Popular Price Theatre (Federal Theatre 
Project of the Works’ Progress Adminis- 
tration) Feb. 21, ’36, for three week run 
at the Manhattan, N. Y.; production super- 
vision, Edward Goodman; scenery, Tom 
Adrian Cracraft; staging, Agnes Morgan; 
5dc top. 


Cast: Ronald Brogan, Elizabeth Mor- 
gan, John Junior, George Probert, Edward 
Forbes, Gladys Parke, Jon Lormer, Julia 


Fassett, Bessie English, George MacEntee, 
Whitner’ Bissell, Louis Frohoff, James 
Fallon, Walter Lawrence, Lois Bolton, 
Henry Buckler, Leopold Badia, Elinor 


Martin Noble, 
Bert Wilcox, 


Flynn, Charles Wagenheim, 
Tom Greenway, Jack Egan, 


Dan Tobin, Dion Borup, Charles Burrows, 
Janet Rathbun, Alan Wallace, Lewis Mc- 
Michael, Suzanne Caubaye, Walter Plinge, 


Pearl Hight. Charles Esdale, Alfred Alle- 





gro, Paul Jacchia. 

There are two ways to look at 
these WPA productions. One can 
either accept them for what they 


are and react accordingly; or one 
can sit through them with a chip 
on each shoulder, during the show 
to be any good. The latter method, 
obviously unfair as it is, seems to 
be the Bromdway idea these days 
and the WPA producers may have 
to make up their mnds that beyond 
the ordinary headaches of produc- 
tion they are embroiled in they will 
have an additional problem in 
battling this group of sophisticates 
who want to know from nothing. 

Current production of the first 
play of the Popular Price Theatre 
(a branch of the Federal Theatre 
Project of the Works Progress Ad- 
ministration) is a case in point. It 
is far from a perfect play but it is 
a pretty good play; it has some 
fine writing, some goed acting, a 
splendid set, excellent staging, a lot 
of excitement and novelty. Yet, 
after the first act curtain several of 
the press and at least one film com- 
pany scout voiced that they had 
‘never seen such ham acting.’ 

All of which is terribly unfair 
because these WPA plays aren’t in 
the same category. It’s an attempt 
to give a lot of unemployed actors 
some work at 55c top, it doesn’t set 
itself out to be competition to the 
Theatre Guild. For what it is, it is 
quite good for that matter. In the 
commercial Broadway sector there 


~*have been many much worse. 


l 


‘American Holiday’ is a play 
which tries to paint a picture of a 
small town immediately prior to, 
during and after a big murder triak 
It’s a sort of Flemington, N. J., or 
Dayton, Tenn. All laid in the lobby 
of a hotel, allowing for the use of 
a lot of types and varied action. 

As writing it falls down some- 
what because much more could 
have been done with it. There are 
a few very talky scenes and a few 
others which don’t quite come 
through, Edited and fixed it might 
“ake a good show for commercial 
Broadway theatre and it most cer- 
tainly could make a film. On Broad- 
way, of course, as a iegilar legit 
entry, it is understandable why it 
has been kicking around managers’ 
offices or some time. Play is too 
big and calls for too many charac- 
ters. That’s where the Federal The- 
atre Project gets a break. Produced 
commercially the nut would be too 
heavy. 

A lot of the acting is very un- 
even and a lot of it is downright 
punk. That, of course, is one of the 
giaring faults of the Project setup. 
It has to take care of unemployed 
actors. Obviously a good proportion 
of unemployed actors wouldn't be 
unemployed if they knew very much 
about acting. But, unemployed and 
being helped, the surprise is that 
some of the acting is really good. 
There are at least four persons in 
the cast who would grace any cast, 
and at least two who deserve screen 
tests. 

Tom Adrian Cracraft’s set is a 
peach and the staging of Agnes 
Morgan spirited and accurate most 
of the way. Kauy. 


JEFFERSON DAVIS 


(FIRST WPA ON B’WAY) 


Drama in three acts presented at the 
Biltmore, N. Y., Feb. 18, '36, by Federal 
Theatre Project, Werks Progress Adminis- 
tration; written by John McGee; staged by 
Henry D. Stillman, assisted by Charles 
Schofield; superviced by Kay McKay; $1.10 
top. 

Cast: Thomas Carnahan, Louis Gibbs. 
Halbert Brown, William Mulligan, Mrs. 
Wm. Courtleigh, Guy Standing, Jr., Robert 
Toms. James Houston, Oscar Shoemaker, 
Charles Ashton, Lee Ellsworth, William T. 
Goodwin, Stanton Huff, Harry McKee, Ray 
Rawlings, Charles Douglass, Charles Pey- 
ton, William Parke, Jr.. Harry Golson, 
Lawrence Stanhope, Wilbur DeRouge, 
Mildred Byron, Matilde Baring. Virginia 
Barrie, Winnie Davis Crawford, Nellie Cal- 
lahan, Byron Lane. Jean Newcombe, Law- 
rence O’Brien, F.. Clay Cody, George 
Duthie. Frederick Smith, William Mu!ligan, 


se. *~Earl Mayo, Ray Southwick, George Duthie. 


&: 





Delays of one kind or another 
have postponed the WPA new plays 
week after week. There was less 
tardiness - with ‘Jefferson Davis,’ 
which is why the drama is the first 
to be shown in Broadway theatre 
zone. It was in on a three-day date. 

Piay is strictly for the south, and 
apparently has a definite object. Ac- 
tually it isn’t on New York's fed- 
eral relief show schedule, having 
been ordered on by Hallie Flanagan, 
project’: national director. Some- 
one in Washington doubtless 
thought it a good idea, this being 


presidential election year, to tour a 
drama favoring the Confederacy 
through territory dominantly Demo- 
cratic—a gesture from the adminis- 
tration. 

‘Davis’ is historical and episodic, 
appealing only to those interested 
in how the south regarded the Civil 
war and what went on behind the 
scenes among the people who strove 
to make the se-ession a winning 
cause. Settings are sketchy, produc- 
tion being along economy lines. Yet, 
with 36 players in the cast, trans- 
portation costs will not be small, 
even though jumps will be short and 
sleeping cars not required. 

Play starts with the eve of the 








war, establishing Montgomery, Ala., 
as the first capital of the Confeder- 





ate States. Richmond, Va., is soon 
afterward made headquarters of 
the party. Story blames the North 
for starting hostilities by placing a 
garrison in Fort Sumpter. 

First and only President of the 
Confederacy ran into troubles, many 
of them, from his closest advisors 
and men representing states which 
withdrew from the Union. There 
were constant complaints about the 
way the war was being conducted, 
scarcity of ammunition and food 
supplies. It is indicated that had 
General Robert E. Lee consented to 
head the southern army sooner than 
he did the cause might have been 
won. But not long after he took 
charge Lee is shown telling Davis 
that it would be advisable to vacate 
Richmond. 

Actors are earnest. 
a southern accent, at least for a 
time, and then forget it. Others 
make no attempt to use the inflec- 
tion. Script is over-long and, while 
there are more than the usual direc- 
tional credits, too many in the cast 
mumble their lines. 

Plenty in the cast have reached 
middle age or more and some rec- 
ognizable names of the stage are 
disclosed in leading parts, such as 
yuy Standing, Jr., who, as Davis, is 
on nearly all the time. He plays 
well enough, but the part is so long 
and continuous that it is rather a 
feat than a performance. 

Then there is Mrs. William Court- 
leigh, who enacts Varina, Davis’ 
wife, besides a flock of others who 
haven’t been seen around for some 


Some assume 


time. 
Rule that stopped the ‘living 
newspaper’ from opening at the 


Biltmore does not apply for the offi- 
cials of the Confederate cabinet and 
others being impersonated. How- 
ever, when the crackers get a peek 
at those gray uniforms the old rebel 
yell is likely to resound in the the- 
atres that ‘Davis’ is slated to play. 
No orchestra is used, but two disc 
machines in the pit frequently give 
out a wide assortment of Dixie 
songs. They should like that, too, 
down in the cabin and cotton coun- 
try. Ibee. 


PLAYS ABROAD 
PRIVATE COMPANY 


London, Feb. 17. 
Comedy in three acts by Michael Egan, 
produced by John Fernald at the’ Embassy 








theatre, Feb, 10, °36. 

Sybil. Harding. ....cccscciccess Helen Vane 
BUM ccccrsdreocease PrrTTrir Audrey Orme 
Harold Westby.......... «e+-.James Craven 
Margaret Grierson...... Oseeene Ena Burrill 
Miss Dixon. .... ccscecevcores Alison Colvil 
Mr. Burdie........ Guccceasees Michael Dyne 
Stephen Grant.......-«.. S. J. Warmington 
James Wilson., Secosees Frank Woolfe 
Joan Grant...ccocccccss eta erees Rene Ray 
Milas Lane... .csccccecodecseccce Cicely Eve 
Molly Brandon.......... Margaret Webster 





Like his ‘Dominant Sex,’ Michael 
Egan has written another play pre- 
senting the problem of the conflict 
of sexes, but instead of locating it 
in the home, he has transferred it 
to business headquarters. 

He contrasts the male and female 
viewpoints once more, but the crises 
that arise are not sufficiently ab- 
sorbing to provide a full evening’s 
entertainment. 

Acting is not too good, either. 
Perhaps the players simply lack op- 
portunities to shine. 


OUT OF THE DARK 


London, Feb. 13. 





Play in three acts by Ingram d’Abbes, 
presented by Sydney W. Carroll at the 
Ambassadors theatre, Feb, 12, '36. Pro- 
duction by Henry Oscar. 
ae. Serr eee Henry Oscar 
Jill Wayne...... (a poeades Pamela Standish 
MMMD WOR 66 6 co ccccccvesesent Joyce Kennedy 
ie. Sere Eric Cowley 
Diana Huntley....Gwen Ffrangceon-Davies 
Dr. Van Lesser ccodccvees germ Apne 
Peet. BONG ok 0 5660 606 60260 08 Eric Stanley 
SD. SON cc dneeséesnscic Barbara Francis 
Maurice Armstrong....... Anthony Ireland 


For 35 years Derek Huntley had 
lived happily, although bereft of 
eyesight from birth. From his 
imaginary world he_ successfully 
drew material for novels about 
human beings as he thought them 
to be. He was popular and prosper- 
ous as an author, happy also as the 
husband of a former stage star, 
whose retirement from the footlights 
had been compensated for by years 
of wifely devotion. 

Then, towards the end of the first 
act, Derek Huntley’s sight is re- 
stored hy one of those magic opera- 
tions of modern optical science. He 
sees for the first time. But with 








SIX SHOWS OUT 


Six attractions are on Broadway’s 
closing list, not an _ exceptional 
number considering that Washing- 
ton’s Birthday has been passed and 
four departures were flops of re- 
cent vintage. ‘Winterset’ goes to 
the road from the Martin Beck 
where it had had an excellent run 
of 23 weeks. Show moved out for 
two weeks at the Lyceum during the 
Christmas -holidays, then came back. 
Gross approached $15,000 at one 
time and averaged $11,000, recently 
dropping around $8,000, 








‘WINTERSET’ 


Opened Sept. 25, 1935. 
Though Garland (Telegram), 
Anderson (Sun) and Brown 
(Post) disagreed, the other 
first-stringers acclaimed this 
Maxwell Anderson play. Ga- 
briel (American) called it the 
author’s ‘finest play, one of the 
finest which any American has 
ever written.’ 

Variety (Abel) called it ‘only 
mild box-office.’ 











‘TI Want a Policeman’ stopped at 
the Lyceum last Saturday (22) after 
six weeks. Rated good enough mys- 
tery melier but could not climb to 
@ profitable level. 





‘| WANT A POLICEMAN’ 


Opened Jan. 14. Notices on 
this thriller were mixed. Gar- 
land (Telegram) said ‘it fills a 
Broadway need,’ while Atkin- 
son (Times) said he expected 
‘to be more mystified and ter- 
rified’ when he made out his 
income tax report, 

Variety (Ibee) said a bad 
first night break ‘spiked its 
chances.’ 











‘The Sap Runs High’ stopped at 
the Bijou after three lean weeks. 
Stayed for possible picture rights. 





‘THE SAP RUNS HIGH’ 


Opened Feb. 4. Few first- 
stringers who glimpsed the 
premiere panned this produc- 
tion. Hammond (Tribune) 
said, ‘If the Sap Runs High’ is 
a comedy, then my long ex- 
perience has betrayed me.’ 

Variety (Ibee) said: ‘Has no 
chance.’ 











‘Black Widow’ lasted one week at 
the Mansfield, being withdrawn 
after Tuesday night (18). 





‘BLACK WIDOW’ 
Opened Feb. 12. Critics saw 


this horror play as _ having 
missed the mark. Garland 
(Telegram) stated that ‘its 


slayings become slapstick, its 
audiences unruly.’ 

Variety (Land) said: ‘Clum- 
sy and amateurish; hasn‘t a 
chance.’ 











‘Searching For The Sun’ was 
withdrawn from the 58th St. Satur- 
day after playing five performances, 
Was first calied ‘Odyssey’, 





‘SEARCHING FOR THE SUN’ 


Opened Feb. 19. Opinions of 
the front-line critics were 
unanimously against Dan 
Totheroh’s latest writing effort. 
Hammond (Tribune) called the 
child-hobo play ‘a tiresome 
sample of the vermindrama.’ 

Anderson (Journal) said, ‘It 
suggests the weight of a play 
that might have been written.’ 











‘Come Angel Band’ was aired from 
the 46th St. after its second per- 
formance. 





‘COME ANGEL BAND’ 


Opened Feb. 19. Gabriel 
(American) attacked the stage 
craft in the production of this 
play of the south, praising the 
script. He ‘said, ‘The 46th 
Street theatre bore with it, and 
was duly bored back.’ 


Other  first-stringers a!so 
panned the piece, Lockridge 
(Sun) saying it ‘is rather 
pokey,’ 











vision comes disillusionment. He 
discovers reality cannot cope with 
the beauty of his imaginary world; 
where he mentally pictured loveli- 
ness he finds sordidness: the milk 
of human kindness is really bitter 
gall. Better to have lived in the 
darkness of contented blindness 
than in the light of an unhappy, 
selfish world. It-was aH a mistake 
and the fruit of his work, snd the 
jov of his home are destroyed. 











Ingram d'Abbes, who authored 


| bilt, N. Y., last week. 





Inside Stufl—Lesit aH 


‘The Sap Runs High’ folded at the Bijou, N. Y., Saturday after three 
weeks less one night. Equity had more complaints over this short cast 
one-set play than all other shows on Broadway during the week. Trouble 
arose over some bounding checks paid to actors but which when pre- 
sented to the management, were promptly picked up in exchange for 
cash. 

‘Sap’ advertised a matinee Friday (21), but called it off after learning 
that the performance was not necessary for the manager to participate 
in picture rights. Rule calls for three weeks on Broadway, but if the 
pro-rata royalty is paid should the show open after Monday, production 
end of the film coin is preserved. ‘Sap’ ran 23 performances and the 
royalty was paid on a 24 performance basis. That gives the producer, 
Milton R. Kroopf, an attorney, the right to share in 50% of possible 
rights money. ‘Sap’ has not been sold as yet. 

J. C. Nugent went into the show last week, replacing James Bell. 
received two weeks’ salary. 





He 


While road show jobs are welcomed by company managers and agents, 
those touring have had tough going in the frigid weather. Managers 
of two ‘Three Men on a Horse’ shows have been abed, Ollie Alger of 
the Boston company going horizontal several days and John Hale of the 
midwestern outfit being in the hospital at Madison, Wis., for four weeks 
with bronchial pneumonia. He rejoined the show in Detroit. 

Howard Schnebbe, manager of the Chicago ‘Boy Meets Girl’ company, 
was out several days with a heavy cold. 


American premiere of ‘Love on the Dole’ at the Shubert, New Haven, 
ran into a couple of tough breaks on its opening weekend. Day before 
opening (19) Dodson Mitchell, carrying an important role, suffered a 
shock and was removed to New York for treatment. Saturday (22) 
Wendy Hiller, British import handling the femme lead, contracted pto- 
maine poisoning and missed both shows. 





Reginald Bach, who staged the play, handled the Mitchell role. Mar- 
garet Curtis, understudy, stepped into the Hiller part. 

Play opened as scheduled in New York Monday (24), anyway. 

Robert Garland, drama critic of the World-Telegram, New York, is 


away on a two weeks’ vacation. His post is being occupied by Ardis 
Smith, of the Buffalo Times, the latter’s first shot at metropolitan re- 
viewing. Buffalo Times, like the Tely, is of the Scripps-Howard chain. 
Smith recently was sent by his paper to Detroit to cover Katharine 
Cornell debut in ‘Saint Joan.’ 

Garland shoved off for Nassau Saturday (22) accompanied by his 
pooch ‘Tely’ and taking along his cocktail-compartment-equipped motor 
ear. 


‘Mainly For Lovers,’ which opened at the 48th Street, N. Y., last 
week, is a first managerial try by Richard W. Krakeur, teamed with 
B. Charles-Dean, an Englishman. Krakeur has been representing Leo 
Morrison in the East and formerly was with the Selwyns. 

Play, called ‘Lover’s Leap’ in London, now has a changed finale. That 
was suggested by Ina Claire when she considered appearing in the com- 
edy here. Miss Claire returned to Broadway last week, too, in ‘End 
of Summer.’ Sidney Hart, N. Y. attorney, is also in on it. 


Around the Playhouse, N. Y., where the original ‘Three Men On a& 
Horse’ is in its 57th week, they are willing to bet that the show will run 
until Labor Day, but ask odds of two to one. At four to one they will 
wager it sticks until next New Year's. 

Figured that during the summer scale for ‘Horse’ could be dropped to 
$2.20 top and show still turn a profit. Lowering of top for ‘Tobacto Road’ 
(Forrest) to $1.65 last summer is believed to have prolonged that engage- 
ment. 


Ribbers around the night spot conducted by Harry Bannister and 
Lucius Beebe, the American Music Hall, N. Y., hid Bannister’s overcoat 
and several nights he exited into the chill dawn without it. Result is 
pneumonia, Former actor is now confined in a hospital. American M, H. 
is an abandoned East 55th street church. Ancient meller, ‘Murder in 
the Red Barn,’ is the attraction. 


Seth Arnold, an actor with aspirations to stage direction, got his 
chance with ‘The Devil of Pei-Ling,’ which opened at the Adelphi, N. Y., 
last week. About 10 days prior to the premiere, however, he slipped on 
the ice and fractured an arm. Arnold appeared at rehearsal after being 
attended by a physician, but pain forced him to retire, 

Kent Thurber took over the staging. 





Name line-up for ‘Jubilee,’ Imperial, N. Y., now features Laura Hope 
Crews, June Knight and Melville Cooper. Previously Mary Boland was 
starred, no other players being featured, 

Miss Boland entrained west last week. She wired from Alberqueque 
regretting having left the show, since no picture work immediately 
impends, 


Assault on Hollywood of Percy Hammond and Richard Watts, Jr., 
drama and film critics of the N. Y. Herald Tribune, respectively, was 
short lived. They planed west, intending to visit two to four weeks 
but were back on Broadway within seven days. 

Pair admitted they couldn’t take it the Hollywood winter way. Heavy 
mist, as the coastites call it, was too much for the New Yorkers. 





So strong was the demand for tickets at the Cort, N. Y., boxoffice for 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ Saturday night that the small orchestra parked in an 
upper box was switched backstage. 

Effect was not satisfactory, so the musikers were dismissed for the 


evening. 


Tom Adrian Cracraft, still using a cane because of a broken leg sus- 
tained after being hit by an auto in Westport last summer, plans another 
summer theatre. It will be spotted on Long Island. Scenic artist has 
designed an innovation in outdoor stage settings. 





Last week a second pilgrimage from Broadway went to Philadelphia 
too look over ‘The Postman Always Rings Twice,’ ticket brokers being 
especially interested. 

Melodrama opened at the Lyceum, N. Y., last night (Tuesday). 





Henry Myers, former press agent, who authored ‘The First Fifty Years’ 
some seasons ago, authored ‘Hallowe'en,’ which opened at the Vander- 
Nay had been going the rounds for three years. 





this plav, has struck a theme of | vided by Sydney W. Carroll, and 
universal emotional appeal. If the|some rather good acting, Henry 
tenseness of the first act is not| Oscar plays the blind novelist in a 


to the 
for 


sustained throughout the rest of the 
niece it is because dramatic incident 


manner that gives credence 
character and deep sympathy 


has been sacrificed for searching/the man. He also staged the play— 
analytical moralizing, There seem!a rood joh, considering the lack of 
innumerable channels for the de-!|action and abundance of conversa- 
velopment of this rether original | tion. 

idea into a strong, virile drama. In the part of the wife is Gwen 
, Author was content to follow the | Ffrangcon-Davies, who dominates 
least interesting, and therefore,|the early scenes but, for lack of 


least effective approach. 


opportunity, seems less convincin” 
An excellent presentation is pro- 


(Continued on page 71) 
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Stage-Hand Trouble froned Out: 


To Use Two Crews on Each Show 


Works Progress Administration 
theatre project in New York ironed 
out some kinks preparatory to get- 
ting into full stride, but it is a slow 
moving machine and delays are 
nearly as frequent as formerly, It 
has gotten so that opening dates for 
new plays to be presented by the re- 
lief organization are so variable that 
they are announced as ‘such and 
such a show may open on such and 
such an evening.’ 

Stage hand situation was cleared 
up over the weekend and a new 
schedule has been agreed on, ap- 
plicable both to the federal relief 
shows in New York and on the road. 
Unions sought the ‘prevailing wage’ 
on the grounds that the WPA has 
leased theatres in the amusement 
zone and is charging for admissions, 





Wrong Number 


Pasadena, Feb. 25. 

Birth Control Society bought 
out a performance of Elmer 
Rice’s ‘Not For Children’ at 
the Playhouse. 

Stage piece has nothing to 
do with regulated birth rate. 
Members were fooled by the 
title, 











Albany Plans 


Albany, Feb. 25. 
A theatre housing WPA shows is 
being considered for Albany. P-->b- 
ably will be the Capitol, only idle 
house with an adequate stage. Guy 





putting them virtually into com- 
petition with other theatres. 

Arrangement for stage hands now 
is to work 96 hours in two weeks 
instead of that period within a 
month. They are to be paid at the 
rate of $103.40’monthly but in reality 
will receive $51.70 per week for two 
weeks out of each month they are 
on the job. That means that at 
least two crews will be used for each 
relief show. Men, however, will be 
called on to work during the after- 
noons to make up their quota of 
hours. They will work in the shops 
on productions, hang settings in 
theatres and keep busy with other 
backstage activity, 

On the Road 


On the road heads of departments 
will be carried and paid on a per- 
formance basis plus $3 per day sus- 
tenance money, same allowed to 
actors and others in the unit. How- 
ever, local stage hands will be em- 
ployed in each stand. Contemplated 
routes will be turned over to the 
I. A. T. S. E. with the international 
body informing the various locals. 
First show under the newly ar- 
ranged plans will be ‘Jefferson 
Davis,’ which is laying off in New 
York after showing for three days 
at the Biltmore and due to open in 
Richmond, Va., next week, 

WPA has two other new play 
projects operating to date, ‘Walk 
Together Chillun’ in Harlem and 
‘American Holiday’ at the Manhat- 
tan on Broadway. Managers tryout 
theatre in the Bronx was slated to 
start tonight with ‘Woman of Des- 
tiny,” but has been set back until 
Saturday (29) or next week, pos- 
sibly Monday. ‘Chalk Dust’ is carded 
for Friday at the Experimental 
(Daly’s 63rd Street), but may switch 
dates with ‘Destiny.’ Still indefinite 
is the ‘living newspaper's’ ‘Triple 
A-Ploughed Under,’ due at the Bilt- 
more. 

WPA bookings got jammed up 
last week when a vaude-revue unit 
supposed to play the barracks at 
Governor's Island was sent to a 
public school auditorium by error. 
Kids were to get ‘Schooldays’ in- 
stead of the more spicy affair called 
‘Parisian Nights,’ which landed 
among the soldiers later. 

Stated at WPA quarters that the 
unit number of ‘Schooldays’ had 
been switched with ‘Nights.’ Re- 
ported the switching was made by 
Charles Mosconi, who operates the 
vaude units under Ralph Whitehead. 
This department was supposed to 
have Eddie Dowling as its director, 
but he is engaged otherwise, White- 
head being his designated substi- 
tute, 


NORTHERN, BLACKSTONE 
WAITING ON CHI WPA 


Chieago,,Feb. 25. 

WPA has done a first rate job of 
cleaning up the Great Northern and 
Blackstone, both of which were in 
need of suds and scrubs: but the 
directors are. still ‘waiting for 
scenery’ for ‘An Enemy of the Peo- 
ple’ and ‘A Texas Steer,’ respective 
selections for opening theaters. 

Double cast set for ‘Enemy,’ with 
only one of the 18 actors listed 
known to general theatre-goers. Ex- 
ception is Karen Nielsen, Danish 
a tress whom New York and Chi- 
cago saw in the original company of 
‘A Gentigman from Mississippi.’ 
Left the stage on marriage to Dr. 
Alexander Stevenson, of Chicago 
Blue-Book; now divorced. 

Milwaukee's WPA theatre, the 
Davidson, will get going on March 
~ with Lynn Riggs’ ‘Green Grow the 
Lilaes,’ 


|Palmerton, who two weeks ago 
| closed dramatic stock at that house, 
| has been appointed assistant upstate 


director of theatre projects. 


Albany’s program won't touch t’.¢ 
elaborate setup already inaugurated 
iin Syracuse. Already there is some 
| doubt, however, that enough stage 
|talent is on relief rolls of the eight 
counties in the Albany district to 
warrant attempts to subsidize the 
|stage locally. Still, if enough peo- 
| ple are signed up, there not only will 
| be local shows, but companies will be 
| organized to play neighboring com- 


|; munities and CCC camps. 


PLAYS OUT OF TOWN 


SWEET ALOES 


Washington, Feb. 25. 
Comedy drama in three acts and five 
scenes, by Jay Mallory: presented by Lee 
Ephraim; directed by Tyrone Guthrie; sets 
by Raymond Soveyv; featuring Evelyn 
Laye; ovened at National Theatre, Wash., 
D. C.. Feb. 24, '86, at $2.75 top. 








Miss Esther Warren..,......... Elliot Mason 
ROMO. sc cnncccccccccceccss Mar IOnIe. Masten 
meee Atlee WGSG .sca cwedeves vas Ruth Vivian 
DSUNEGR Watts ccicceccstssee Evelyn Laye 
TOO DOTUORS ccc notisndcesvs Rex Harrison 
Lord Farrington........ e-+--Charles Bryant 
Siri nt boi 0604064646 o0ONES Myra Hampton 
pes ee ee John Litel 
Os a nc kgs oedewesandass Henry Vincent 
Pemremes CUGey . a6 ccasieess cds Doris Dalton 
PMS co 4b E Wes 603 06046644 Elizabeth Chase 
Hon. Robert Melford..........+¢ John Emery 
LMG Parringietns << icsaceveses Joyce Carey 


If reaction of its first-night audi- 
ence is any indication, and it usually 
is in the traditionally cool Capital, 
‘Sweet Aloes’ is destined for the 
same success here that it had in 
London. Play itself is still a sub- 
ject for debate, but, as in its Eng- 
lish debut, adroit direction and cap- 
able performance carry it. Where 
Diana Wynyard won new acclaim 
in the British edition, Evelyn Laye 
lends special interest to the Amer- 
ican version through tackling her 
first non-singing role and doing a 
surprisingly effective piece of work. 


While described as a comedy, play 
is built upon highly dramatic frame- 
work. First act, brightened by 
touches of humor yet laden with 
tears and wronged womanhood, is 
such a mixture of old-fashioned 
melodrama and sophisticated psy- 
chology that the audience is com- 
pletely bewildered and prepared for 
anything. If this is a fault, it at 
least makes for suspense. Thanks 
to careful increase in the playing 
tempo in exact relation to the grad- 
ual smartening up of the dialog, 
suspense is carried through to the 
final scene, which finds the same 
mixture of heart-throbs and fun, 
but with the proportion reversed. 

Story begins in Pyxley, a village 
in Leicestershire, England. Belinda 
| Warren, pretty orphan who lives 
;with her middle-class and very 
| strict aunt, discovers she is to be- 
come the mother of a chiid. Father 
is the Hon. Robert Melford, married 
json of Lord Farrington. Tubbs 
| Barrow, a moderately successful 
author, worms her secret from her 
j}and, after offering to aid her medi- 
leally and being refused, goes to 
| Lord Farrington and explains. Far- 
jrington, knowing that his son's wife 
lean never have a child, asks Belinda 
|to have the baby, give it to his son 
to be raised as an adopted child and 
go to America to find a new life. 

Acts two and three, laid in New 
York four years later, find Belinda 
married to Jim Baker, wealthy in- 
come tax lawyer. Their otherwise 
supremely happy married life is 
marred by Belinda’s past, which, al- 
though Jim is willing to forget it, 
without knowing it, drives Belinda 
inte increasingly frequent and in- 
;}tense moods. When Tubbs, who ar- 
jrives to seek legal advice from Jim, 
'meets Belinda again he determines 
‘to make her face her problems in- 
i stead of trying to suppress them. 
Melford, nuw Lord Farrington, 





and Lady Farrington, are also in 
New York. To force the issue 
Tubbs arranges for Belinda to invite 
them to dinner. Seeing a picture of 
her child for the first time consti- 
tutes the first outlet Belinda has had 
for her pent-up emotions. Through 
the sympathetic understanding of 
Lady Farrington she is enabled, at 


- 


| last, to bring her troubles into the 


open and achieve a rational point of 
view. 

Amateur psycho-anaylists in the 
audience, and the entire audience is 
composed of them by the finish, are 
far from satisfied that Belinda could 
attain stability and happiness so 
suddenly. But the play presents a 
definite idea effectively and enter- 
tainingly. Whether it convinces 
anybody is besides the point. 

Cast is well chosen and capable, 
although there was much line 
trouble early in the evening. Evelyn 
Laye, as the unhappy Belinda, bears 
the brunt of the serious scenes with 
assurance and understanding, al- 
most equal to the lighter moment, 
in which she is perfectly at home. 
Rex Harrison as Tubbs and Doris 


Dalton as Belinda’s ultra-modern 
osteopath come close to stealing the | 


show, with the cleverest lines fall- 
ing to their lots in every scene. 

Jay Mallory, authoress of play, is 
in the cast as Lady Farrington, but 
under her real name, Jayce Carey. 

Play is handsomely mounted. Two 
sets, a parlor in Pyxley. and an 
apartment in New York, win ova- 
tions on their own. And the gowns 
worn by Miss Laye and Miss Dalton 
had the feminine customers here 
Swooning with admiration. Craig. 


WPA SHOWS 
ALL IN RED 


WPA theatre relief shows all fig- 
ure to operate in the red. Judging 
from the takings of the several at- 
tractions which have opened and 
which are charging admission fees, 
the gross will hardly even equal the 
rent, 

Last week at the Lafayette, Har- 
lem, ‘Walk Together Chillun’ drew 
approximately $350 in six nights 
(no matinees nor Sundays) just 
what the rent of the house is. 

‘American Holiday’ at the Man- 
hattan, N. Y., got an estimated $300 
the first night (opened Friday, 21) 
and about $200 Saturday evening. 
‘Jefferson Davis’ approximated $500 
in three performances at the Bilt- 
more. Rent for the latter is $700 
weekly and for the Manhattan it is 
$750. 

Cost of operating shows has not 
been compiled yet. Theatre pro- 
ject’s operators are not interested 
in that phase. They only seek to 
hold down the expense, other than 
wages, to 10% of what the payroll 
amounts to. All money taken in 
via receipts is turned over to the 
Treasury and all disbursements 
come from the accounting depart- 
ment of the WPA. 

Theatre Project had $3,000,000 to 
start with in New York and it is 
estimated that $1,750,000 is still not 
used, 








Vaude in Syracuse 





Syracuse, Feb. 25, 


With 61 former vaudevillians 





| claimed registered, the WPA here} 


|} will press the organization of at 
| least one and possibly more vaude- 
| 


| ville units through its theatre proj- 


at the Civic. 
In addition, plans are going for- 
ward for a marionette unit. 
Vaudevillians will report Thurs- 
day (27) for unit casting. 


EX-SOLDIERS IN WPA 
CHARGE RADICALISM 


First direct charge of radicalism 








in the ranks of the Works Progress 
Administration theatre project in 
New York was made last Saturday 
(22) by a group of world war vete- 
VPA. Or- 
ganization of former service men, 
called Federal Theatre Veterans 
League, is expected to have a mem- 
bership of 500. 

About 50 were present at the first 
gathering when it was stated that: 
‘We are forming this organization 
to combat an element that is a dis- 
grace to the country. We have no 


complaints, but we want to fight the 
minority part of communists that is 
endeavoring to undermine every 
WPA unit set up.’ 

Theatre project’s acting regional 
director Philip Barber said he had 
no specific information about the 
veterans group but stated that the 
WPA was not concerned in politics 
but in giving employment to the 
needy. He echoed the same com- 
ment made recently by Victor Rid- 
der, general WPA administrator for 
New York when it was charged that 
communists were active in the WPA 
ranks. 

General meeting of the Veterans 
League is dated for next Saturday 
(29) at the Union Church, west 48th 
street, New York. Among the things 
proposed is that the American flag 
be displayed in all WPA theatres, 
to have a body pass on scripts of 
all plays to be presented and that 
all those on the relief payroll take 
the oath of allegience. 

Three company managers are 
named as starting the movement, 
Joseph McCauley, Adolph Pincds 
and Benjamin Gordon. 


rans employed by the 








$346 First Performance for WPA 


Road Show ‘Davis: Then Slides Off 





First of the new plays under the 
WPA federal theatre project to open 
in New York’s theatre zone was 
‘Jefferson Davis,’ which played three 
nights at the Biltmore last week. It 
was in the nature of a try-out, show 
being aimed to tour throughout the 
South. It opened to fair money, 
then dipped sharply, 

Admission scale was $1.10 top, 
deubling the price charged for 
‘American Holiday,’ second new 
WPA relief show, which opened at 
the Manhattan, (Friday (21). Two 
other prices were applied to ‘Davis’ 
tickets, there being 75c. ducats (68c. 
plus tax) and 55c. plus tax. 

‘Davis’ played the Biltmore along 
the lines of a regular legit attrac- 
tion. Show was on percentage with 
the house, which was leased by the 
project and wherein the ‘living 
newspaper’ is to be spotted. At- 
traction was required to pay its 





| costs, 


share of the weekly rent of $700, 
plus its share of lights and other 
With first night takings of 
$346 and markedly lower receipts 
on the final two nights, show's share 


iwas very small. 


Receipts were turned over in total 
to Lyle D. Andrews, who is the 





'Federal HKeserve Bank, 


eashier for New York. Rules call 
for depositing all such funds in the 
Disburse- 


ments, inclusive of wages, come 
from other WPA channels. An- 
drews will subsequently pay to the 
Treasury the money derived from 
admissions, except the tax. That 
coin goes to the collector for Inter- 
nal Revenue, same as for commer- 
cial theatres, 

Monthly statement of taxes is to 
be filed with the collector and paid 
him within 30 days after each 
month-end. o 

Chances of ‘Davis’ being self sus- 
taining on tour are not yet indicated 
because of the cost of transporting 
at least 50 persons, who will receive 
$103.40 monthly in addition to $3 
per day for sustenance. Some of the 
146 stands booked are on percentage 
and others are rentals. Capacity in 
advance is claimed for two per- 
formances scheduled for the audi- 
torium, Richmond, Va. ‘Davis’ is 
laying oq and may go out next 
week. 

Federal relief show project in 
New York will operate along some- 
| what different lines because the five 
| theatres to be used are under lease 
jto the WPA theatre project. Three 
lare within the Broadway district, 
lone is in Brooklyn and another in 
the Bronx. Latter two are assigned 
|to managerial try-out, but under the 
| project's direction. 





WPA Production of ‘Valley Forge 
Banned in Mass.; Anderson Play 
Riles Citizens on Home Grounds 


+ 
Boston, Feb. 25, 
Enmeshed in an epidemic of 
drama consorship now sweeping 


Massachusetts, the Federal Theatre 
project of the Mass. WPA was 
obliged to cancel production of ‘Val- 
ley Forge’ Thursday night (20) at 
Lexington, the seat of American 
revolution, because the town fath- 


: | ers ac Par 1 arracks 
lect, which already has a stock troupe | ©** had heard that the barrack 
| banter was too rough. Fact that 


wemen followed Washington's army 
in the Maxwell Anderson piece also 
ruffied the selectmen. This was to 
have been the first WPA unit near 
here charging admission: 25c and 
40c. 

This is the first time a govern- 
ment play has ever been banned by 
a local government. Lexington ban 
resulted from a ‘misunderstanding’ 
in Plymouth, Mass., earlier in the 





| 


week, where the production opened 
on a proposed tour of the state, 
At the opening performance, in the 
Plymouth community auditorium, 
where no admission was charged, a 
noticeable block of ‘customers’ 
walked before the end of the per- 
formance and Selectman Charles 
Moning made a few uncompli- 
mentary statements to a local cor- 
respondent of the Boston Post. Ac- 
cording to Moning, who owns the 
only two film theatres in the town 
(Old Colony and Plymouth), the 
Plymouth audience had been ‘in- 
sulted’ and that the play was un- 
suitable. This whack at the WPA 
was further enhanced by a remark 
eredited by Wayne B. Shipman, 
high school principal, that the per- 
formance in Plymouth was a com- 
bination of ‘obscenity and ham ac- 
tors.’ 

Al Luttinger, supervisor of the 
Federal theatre in Massachusetts, 
defended his ‘Valley Forge’ com- 
pany by pointing out that, with the 
exception of a few dancers, the 
players were all professionals of the 
‘very best type.’ 

Bruce McClure, head of the WPA 
white collar division in Washing- 
ton, hurled the comeback ‘no com- 
munity has to have a WPA play if 
it does not want it.’ 


the walkout at Plymouth had been 
due solely to the length of the pro- 
duction, and that it has been 
trimmed, accordingly, for Lexing- 
ton showing. On the day of the 
Lexington performance, the censor- 
ship snowball rolled along until 
town Officials there had to recognize 
a flock of phone calls claiming that 
the play was not fit for Lexington 
adults and children. To further con- 
fuse the issue, a number of school 
teachers had heartily recommended 
the play to their students. 

Late in the afternoon the Lexing- 
ton officials met hastily and voted 
to keep ‘Forge’ out of their his- 
torical community. 

Hiram Motherwell, New England 
regional director of the Federal the- 
atre, made this statement after the 
Lexington ban: ‘I assured the se- 
lectmen that we would delete any 
objectionable matter, but they did 
not like to take the risk of permit- 
ting the play, to which there might 
be criticism. So we agreed to can- 
cel the engagement.’ 

It was to be a two-night stand, 
terminating on the eve of Wash- 
ington’s Birthday. Wilt play in 
Leominster March 3 and Fitchburg 
March 5, but billed in both spots ‘for 
adults only.’ 

This is the second time in three 
months that a Maxwell Anderson 
play has become entangled with 
bands in this centre. Last Decem- 
ber the Associated Actors were 
obliged to make dialog deletions in 
their production of ‘Lightning of the 
Gods.’ This was a private enter- 
prise, and presented at the Peabody 
Playhouse in Boston. Hub red squad 
attended one performance. but noth- 
ing happened except dialog re- 
vision. 








Curran’s New Kelly Play 


Los Angeles, Feb. 25. 
Homer Curran will break in 
George Kelly’s new stage play, ‘Re- 
flected Glory’ at the Biltmore the- 
atre here. 
Ife’s negotiating with 
Pankhead for the lead, 


Tallulah 





Local WPA officials stated that 
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Plays on Broadway 





Drama in three acts presented at the 
Shubert. N. Y.. Feb. 24, '36, by Maurice 
Barber; based on Walter Greenwood's novel 
of same name; dramatized by same anc 
Ronald Gow; staged by Reginald Bach; 
$3.30 top 
Sally Hardcastle...........6+ Wendy Hille: | 
Sarah Hardcast'e.....Marga Ann Deighton 
Larry. Beet Gircisccce ds cvccese Brandon Peters 
Harry Hardeastle.....Alexander Grandison 
Henry Hardcastle........... Reginald Bach 
Ph, (a tg eee didewnetehee Carrie Weller 
Mrs. Dorbe!ll. ..eceeeseseMarie de Becker 
RR verre re Helen Strickland 
Mrs. Barlow sien daee Selma Hall 
Mr .Barlow oti ..Stanley G. Wood 
Policeman : ...Jock MeGraw 
Belen. Mawes. oc cs cts vesead Rita Davies | 
Newspaper Eo Johnny Cort 
Sam Grundy ...Ross Chetwrrd | 
Chartie George Bleasdale | 
Pat O'Leary .Barry Macollum | 

‘ ial | 

Broadway has had its measure of | 
trouble dramas based on the de- | 
pression in one way or another. 
Here is one from Britain and, de- 


spite the change in atmosphere and | 
people, it is doubtful whether it will | 
appeal to more than a limited pa- 
tronage. 

England, too, has had the prob- 
lem of what to do with unemployed, 
and many thousands went on the 





Feb 20, "36; dramatized by Howard 
Chenery from novel by Herbert Asbury; 

| staged | Seth Arnold: set Karl Amend; 
$”.20 top 
Dr. Jer Smith Robert Shayne 
fendricks Clem Wilenchiek | 
Dorothy Crawford Nancy Haswin | 
Professor Deeger Halliam Bosworth 
Inspector Conroy ..Edgar Mason | 
Officer Murphy. John Alexander 
Paul Silvio Craig Ward 

| Neenah Elizabcth Langille | 





cent. Language is principally na- 
tive but understandable in the 
main, even when the players drop 
the prepositions, for the types are 
more interes**.~” than the story. 
That, plus Miss Hiller’s personality, 
gives ‘Dole’ what chance it has. 
Ibee. 


DEVIL OF PEI-LING 


(4 scenes) pre- 
Adelphi, N. Y.. 


three acts 
Wee at 


Melodrama in 
sented by O. FE. 





iffice ahr 


Kent Thur ber 


Miss Collins Annette Robinson 


When a theatre program carries a 
program note to the effect that the 
events in the pley are ‘taken from 
facts authenticated by research,’ it’s 
a quick tipoff that it’s going to be a 
niay hard to believe. In the case of 





| 

dole there before work relief proj- | ‘Devil of Pei-Ling,’ such a program 
ects became widespread over here. note exists, but it would take a half 
Persons qualifying for the dole} goon more to make the proceedings 
must pass the ‘means test,’ similar | |, the ates. aecentable--and. 6ven 
to inquiries when needy apply for * tehen ive auth is still ‘an what ?* 
home relief on this side. Aivchiese-tagy +t still a poor play _— 

Characters in ‘Love on the Dole’ | ~~" e> Kin eb 


Producer Wee intends to cut-rate | 


are mostly unemployed, but poverty .s 
seems to have been their lot long | ‘his one and has the town flooded | 
before. Play is scened in a spot | With a bunch of ‘courtesy passes.’ 

close to Manchester called Hanky | OM the praze board above the b.o. | 
Park The home of Henry and|umbers up to $2.20 top are listed | 


Sarah Hardcastle is one of squalor. 
Son Harry has a job, turning in 
most of his weekly pittance to the 
parents. At the opening his ambi- 
tion is to get a suit of clothes for 
he is smitten with a lass of the same 


and 


expensive or se¢mi-expensive actors 


there is an additional listing 
not generally seen in theatres now- 


adays which reads, ‘courtesy section 


40c. 
one 


the 
and 


That's 
setter 


tipoff. 
there 


It’s only a 
aren't any 





slums. About the only thing the | °? the stage. That should make an 
Hardcastles pride themselves on is okay hookup all around. But even | 
their respectability at 40c it is unlikely that Wee can 


The belle of the neighborhood is 


daughter Sally. Love has come to 
Sally, too, her young man, Larry 


Meath, however, being doomed with 
tuberculosis. But they have their 
day on the moors, a silhouette end- 
ing the second act being one of the 
play’s most effective scenes. There 
Sally learns that Larry has lost his 
job. It develops that Sam Grundy. 
the bookmaker, desires the girl and 
sees to it that her man gets the 
sack. ; 

One year passes, finding the Hard- 
castles worse off than ever. Harry 
has gotten his girl into trouble and 
must marry her. sans job and taken 
off the dole. Grundy comes to offer 
a substantial settlement on Sally if 
she becomes his housekeeper down 
in Wales—the wife having gone off 
with the kids. Bookie is chased from 
the house. Then Larry dies during 
a labor demonstration. 

Six months pass and Sally has 
made up her mind. Father storms 
when learning she is to live with 
Grundy. But she ig no ordinary 
girl and goes willingly, not only to 
get away from the grime and filth 
but to aid her people. Before leay- 
ing she has arranged through 
Grundy that her father and brother 
get jobs. Old Henry complains bit- 
terly, but there is nothing to do 
about it. 

There is dramatic power in the 
third act which is absent in the 
earlier portions of the play. As 
played by Wendy Hiller, who was 
brought over from London for the 
presentation, Sally has allure, even 
in the squalidness. She acted the 
same part in London, her first scor- 
ing assignment. Reginald Bach, 
who staged the play over there, en- 
acts the father, and Alexander 
Grandison as Harry was also with 
the London company. Some of the 
others are British but have been 
here for some time, including Marga 
Ann Deighton, well cast as the 
mother. 





find customers for a long time. 

Herbert Asbury wrote the original 
novel and it got considerable atten- ! 
tion which, from this version, is 
hard to understand. It is one of 
those merry little conceits in which 





a man, hanged by the state for 
murder returns to earth to wreak 
vengeance. And does. People are 


killed by the spirit indiscriminately. 
Eventually he’s driven back to earth 
by some more magic brought in by 
an astute detective. 

And all this is serious. This isn't 
kidding. It’s on a stazye in New 
York. In the 20th cen.ury. And 
plaved as though the actors and the 
producer and the director believe it. 
Not that the actors and producer 
and director enhance it much for 
they sort of straggle through their 
assignments. They may believe 
what they’re saying and doing, but 
few out front ean. 

No film allurements. 


MAINLY FOR LOVERS 


" Comedy in three acts presented at 
48th St. N. Y., Feb. 21, ’36, by Rickard 
W. Krakeur and B. Charles-Dean; written 
by Philip Johnson; staged by Harry Wag- 


Kauf. 








the 












staff Gribble: $5.30 top. 

BerGh TGs . <os.ccersssecr Rachel Hartzell 

a Ree rrorr te Edgar Kent 

Pee: BROGOS ... och neccwessctesd Dorothy Gish 

CeG@ric Norreyss ..ccccccccsc: Leo G. Carroll 

Roger Storer.......e.+se+4 Arthur Margetson 
From London and quite light, a 


trifle in story content and not funny 


enough for successful Broadway 
voicing. 

Well mounted and fairly well 
acted. Five person, one set play 


was known over there as ‘Lover's 
Leap. first act of the premiere 
performance in N. Y. was lackadasi- 
cal. Second act is better and the 
show will stick or droop on that 
portion, because act three does not 
come through at all. 

In other days the proposal of a 
girl to her fiancee that they live 
together for a time to see if they 





Dialects are of the Lancashire ac- 


are compatible before marriage may 
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have been regarded as sexy stage 
stuff, but the idea has been pres- 
ent in many plays, the inevitable 
finale finding the couples going con- 
ventional. Heien Sitorer’s§ sisier 
Sarah suggests the affair to her 
Cedric, whose density hardly grasps 
what she means, 


Helen has been residing in her 
country home in England for seven 
years without her hubby, Roger, who 
has been dallying around the tombs 
of Egypt. They separated because 
Helen hed the cute trick of biting 
his hand when they quarreled. He 
is rather annoyed, too, over her fear 
of lightning, Helen usually remain- 
ing in a closet for the duration of 
a storm with the aid of a bottle of 
sherry. 

On a visit to England for the pur- 
pose of attending to business mat- 
ters and, incidentally, getting a di- 
voree, Roger visits Helen, He is 
surprised to know that she has lost 
her fear of lightning. When the 
test comes Helen’s claim is found 
to be spurious and she scurries hid- 
ing after biting b2r man again. 

Storm effect late in act two is 
cleverly simulated and earns laugh- 
ter. Next morning the sunshine 
finds Helen with a sherry hangover, 
but Sarah is’all brightness. She 
has decided to wed Cedric instanter, 
But he has a different idea. Hav- 
ing talked things over with Roger, 
he proposes going to Egypt, too. 

That is the way the play originally 
rang down, but it has been changed 
for New York, Roger finding out that 


he still loves Helen and Cedric go- 
ing for her sister. 3y then how- 
ever, it doesn’t make much differ- 
ence how the story ends for the 


| play’s people are but mildly amusing 
| at best. 


Dorothy Gish is the hand-biting 
spouse, not very gay and too sour- 
faced. Rachel Harizell plays the 
sister with more animation, Arthur 
Margetson makes an acceptable 
Roger. Leo G. Carroll has been 
funnier, 

‘Mainly for Lovers’ probably costs 
little to operate and may, therefore 
stay for a limited period. Ibee. 


. 
Searching for the Sun 
Drama in three acts presented at the 
58th Street, N. Y., Feb. 19, ’36, by Albert 
Ingalls, Jr.; written by Dan ‘Totheroh; 
directed by Julius Evans and Joan Hath- 





away; Whitford Kane. Leona Roberts, 
Olive Deering, Edwin Philips featured; 
$3.30 top. 
Peay eecesseseee’ Roger Blankenship 
TOUT 42 i. comnesctsdtiseerawiteads Paul Birris 
PMs 6 0.400 6696 e 6 040hSS 00048 Lewis Luke 
a SERETUEIT TL TET ke. Charlies Henry 
BEG. « « Heo HOD ORs OCC ECeESS Richard Hunter 
2 ere Pe Whitford Kane 
pi errr a ree ree Leona Roberts 
RPP POerT TST EL Tey Olive Deering 
RE pee errno Edwin Philips 
i wl PPT PT ee Cer Charles Niemeyer 
OEE cdc ccoe vveewrres ise Jazzbo Williams 
PREOGS 66 66 ee aces teeveseys Jack Warren 
Sin 6) 264 Ss «ae e eee xe ae Vernon Crane 
a SERS TET TET eee Joseph Curtin 
WOOO in 0 i Cte dos cB e edd wee J. Richard Jones 
POT i. n.6 6 td addins 49 KOo8 Emerson Treacy 
Frightened Boy.......... Richard Hunter 
PP CINORs o Fb cath se aseece non Thomas Fisher 
Steve Rapson........ Roger Biankenship 
FIGODY cc csccswerdtigececs Happy Robinson 
COPPGRIG a bev icceusdavess Eleanor Wendall 
Minstom Head... .cecersccess Walter Beck 
WOMAR.. occiorcsces -Georgia Simmons 
Even if he had done a skillful 


writing job it is doubtful whether 


Dan Totheroh would have had 
something in ‘Searching for the 
Sun’ to excite attention. As is the 


play remains where it originated, a 
minor footnote in the cavalcade of 
depression and looks like a quick 
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Current Road Shows 





Week Feb. 24 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Selwyn, Chi- 
cago. ; 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Davidson, 
Milwaukee, 24-25; Metropolitan, 
Minneapolis, 26-27;. Metropolitan, 
St. Paul, 28-29. 

‘Cyrano’ (Walter Hampden), Ma- 
sonic Aude, Rochester, 24; Er- 
langer, Buffalo, 25-26; Hanna, 
Cleveland, 27-29. 

‘Dear Old Darling’ (George M. 
Cohan), Colonial, Boston. 


‘Dodsworth,’ Paramount, Austin, 
Tex., 24; Majestic, Fort Worth, 25; 


Melba, Dallas, 26-27; Shrine Aude, 
Oklahoma City, 28; Convention 
Hall, Tulsa, 29. 

‘Danger—Men Working,’ Broad 


Philadelphia. 
‘Ghosts’ (Nazimova), Curran, San 
Francisco. 
‘Ghost Train,’ Copley, Boston. 
‘Great Waltz,’ Auditorium, Chi- 


Barbara, Cal., 24; Biltmore, Los An- 
geles, 26-29, 


‘Personal Appearznce,” Harris 
Chicago. : 

‘Personal Appearance,’ Cox, Cin- 
cinnati. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Erlanger, Chi- 
cago. 


‘Saint Joan’ (K. Cornell), Nixon, 
Pittsburgh. 

San Carlo Opera, 
San Francisco. 

‘Sweet Aloes,’ 
ington. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Cass, De- 
troit. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ 
Alexandra, Toronto. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Plym- 
outh, Boston. 

‘Three Wise 


Auditorium, 


National, Wash- 


Royal 


Fools’ (Wm. Gil- 
lette), Cariton, Providence, 24-25: 
Court Square, Springfield, Mass., 


26; Parsons, Hartford, 27 


27; Shubert, 
New Haven, 28-29. 





cago. ‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest, Phila- 
‘Leaning on Letty,’ (‘Post Road’), | delphia. 

El Capitan, Hollywood. ‘Tobacco Road,’ Hartman, Colum- 
‘Old: Maid,’ Auditorium, Santa | bus. 

fashions a _ characterization that} priest and Aristides DeLeoni as the 


clicks emotionally, while overacting 
occasionally serves to mark the 


} good work of Olive Deering as the 





fadeout. 
Production, which is effectively 
mounted, gets three shifts of 


scenery in each act. Transitions re- 
flect the groping, jerky character of 
the author’s development of his 
theme and what makes the telling 
more obscure is the pellmell, 
hysterical touches frequently in- 
jected in direction. While there are 
several scenes that reveal a fine 
texture of poignancy, the play 
strains hard on the emotions, lacks 
an overlying note of conviction and 
makes a bad mess of dovetailing 
one mood with another. 

Totheroh’s theme is nothing new 
to American dramatic fare. Warner 
Bros. did it on the screen with ‘Boys 
of the Road.’ In sketching the plight 
of a group of youngsters whose 
home ties have been shattered by 
the depresh, Totheroh leans quite 
often to earicature. Outstanding 
case in point is the dim-witted hag 
that the author makes the hoboing 
sidekick of the middle-aged college 
grad, whose task it is to do the 
moral finger pointing for the play. 

Action of the piece primarily re- 
volves around the romance between 
the tough young mugg who is the 
leader of one of these roving gangs 
and a milltown girl who is on the 
tramp for a job. Lad fights against 
the entanglement which the affaii 
forebodes, and when she tells him 


Months later the girl, accompanied 
by the hag and the intellectual vag, 
repairs to the jungle in which she 
first met the youth to have her 
child. On the night of birth the boy 
shows up, and the closing scene 
takes the couple and their baby 
back to the girl's hometown, where 


interim died and the rest of 
family left for parts unknown. 
Curtain pictures the duo as broke, 
having no refuge, but hopeful of a 

















brighter day. 
As the tough guy who winds up 
a complacent father Edwin Fhilips 


that she is pregnant he beraies her | 
for trying to trick him and scrams. | 


she finds that her mother had in the | 
the | 





waylaring miss. Leona Roberts and 
Whitford Kane, though loaded down 
with the task of making something 
recognizable of the parts of the hag 


and her philosopher boy friend, 
come through in commendable 
style. Odec. 


(Closed Saturday (22). 
the record.) 


HALLOWE’EN 


Melodrama in three acts presented at 
the Vanderbilt, N. Y., Feb. 20, "36 by 


Printed for 





William de Mille; written by Henry 
Myers; staged by the producer; $2.75 top. 
MUON £0 4% Thee tc ba veade Ian MacLaren 
Pe PP eryee eee re Edith King 
Dr. Behrens ..... Aristides DeLeoni 
i MUERTE ET UT TC Tre ere Mary Hone 
GRD Cons Be'eeee es Zamah Cunningaam 
PUD 5b 6 40h EES S5 bee dBSins John Seager 
Father Macklin ...... Robert T. Haines 
ee ee ey Maurice Wells 


About the only lure in the witch- 
craft story unfolded by ‘Hollowe’en’ 
is its weirdness, but, being excep- 
tionally quiet, it hardly figures to 
appeal to the average playgoer. 

They burned the she-devils 
classed as witches down New Eng- 
land way in early Colonial days. 
In the play there is a wayside inn 
With the legend that witches were 
hanged to the rafters there instead. 
Central character believes herself 
possessed, reincarnated from one of 
the women supposed to have cast 
spelis upon the colonists. 

That is why Joan comes to the 
spot on the night of Hallowe'en ac- 
companied by a chaperon, and her 
fiance. She knows that a wand is 
hidden in the hearth, she knows the 
general lay-out of the place and 
other details although never having 
visited the spot before. She goes 
into trances or passes out, then be- 
comes normal, claiming that what- 
ever had happened was merely par- 
lor black magic. 

But the author approaches and 
finishes the subject seriously. He 
lays the groundwork by having the 
literate Arnold, master of the inn 
and a learned rabbi, discuss witch- 
craft and its mystical terms. Then 
when Joan does a fadeout, followed 
by the comatose condition of Ar- 
nold, who she concedes is Satan and 
under, whose spell she is, a Catholic 
priest is summoned. 

There again the disconcerting 
magic is accepted as possible. Last 
act has the two men of the clergy 
staging curious rites to bring Joan 
back to her lover by breaking the 
mental shackles holding her to the 


satanic Arnold. Fiance starts to 
say the Lord’s prayer and that 
turns the trick—he had strayed 


from the church and for that he had 
been punished, 

Bringing men of the cloth on the 
stage and having them go through 
mystical semi-religious. rites may 
be considered daring but it is ques- 
tionable theatre, and in doubtful 
taste. Rabbi draws a circle around 
those who would save the witch 
and a triangle, within which stands 
the satanic pcrson. Holy water is 
sprinkled here and there and the 
man is summoned. Joan clings to 
Arnold's legs on that spot until her 
young man returns to the faith. 


Mary Hone is the exponent of 
black magic, and does a_ good 


enough job. Ian MacLaren is sep- 
ulchral in speech. Other principal 
players are Rebert T. Haines as the 


rabbi. Latter is 
but is a linguist 
on foreign 


new on 
and 


stages. 


Broadway, 
has appeared 
Ibee,. 


COME ANGEL BAND 


Play in three acts (six scenes) by Stuart 


Anthony and Dudley Nichols. Presented 
by Eugene Walter at 46th Street Theatre, 
N. Y., Feb. 18, 1986. Staged by Melville 
Burke. Settings by Watson Barratt. 

Cast: Clarice Cornell, Burke Clarke, 
J. Hammond Dailey, Curtis Cooksey, Iris 


Whitney, Elvin Field, Robert Woods, Lester 


Lonergan, Ill, Joyce Gates, George R. 
Taylor, Robert Pitkin, Eleanor Lynn, 
Elisha Cook, Jr., Arthur Griffin, Frank 
Wilcox, Richard Barrows, Richard Taber, 
Edgar Nelson, Joseph Eggerton, Frank 
Conlan, J. Louis Johnson, Frederick May- 
nar, Victor Esker, Walter Wagner. 


Chauncey 
Chauncey 


Northern 
Northern; Eulebel 
May Northern, Arthur 
Adams, Loyal McManus, 
Felix Northern, Sarah 


Singers: Director, 


Jackson; Ida 

Landis, Erich 
Bessie Northern, 
Northern, 


‘Come Angel Band,’ despite some 
good performances, is just one more 
in the series of hillbilly tragedies 
which appear to exercise a fascina- 
tion for producers, although they 
invariably flop. An exception to this 
rule, “Tobacco Road,’ probably in- 
fluences the boys. 

Beginning with a funeral and 
ending with a hanging, ‘Come An- 
gel Band’ is a chronicle of misery 
piled on misery in a Dixie commu- 
nity in which hypocrisy, lechery, in- 
cest, brutality and exploitation of 
fellow mortals is without much con- 
trast of kindliness or decency. 

George R. Taylor, playing the doc- 


tor, handles the play's ene wallopy 
scene with intelligence and convic- 
tion. His tongue-lashing of the 


hypocrites on the jury and among 
the self-righteous spectators makes 
good theatre. He rises from peace- 
ful repose to raging wrath in a cu- 
mulative bit of hig-tension trouping 
which is very able, 

Otherwise, Curtis Cooksey as the 
scripture-quoting old scoundrel who 
gets it in the midriff with a pitch- 
fork 6n the night of his wedding to 
a 15-year-old girl, is the standout 
performer. Frank Wilcox also 
makes the sheriff memorable. Two 
kids whose fate is to be miserable 


are done well enough by Elisha 
Cook, Jr. and Eleanor Lynn, but 
the roles, while lengthy, are not 
juicy. 


Chauncey Northern Singers carry 
a singing counter-phrase through 
several scenes. This device is okay, 
but, of course, old stuff as back- 
ground tor cotton country horrors. 

Theme cannot be transferred to 
the screen. It is Eugene Walter's 
first appearance as a producer. De- 
spite numerous evidences of canny 
stagecraft, his play cannot qualify 
as entertainment. Land. 

(Show closed Feb. 19, '36. Review 
printed for record.) 
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JOHN MASON BROWN, Nei 


reviewer has ever seen.” 





STAN KAVANAGH 


Kavanagh, who is the most extraordinary and likable Juggler this 


ZIEGFELD FOLLIES, WINTER GARDEN, NEW YORK 
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York Post, said: “And Stan 
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Porgy’ Fine $16,000 First Week, 
Chicago; ‘P. A. Leaving on 10th Wk. 


+4 











Chicago, Feb. 25. 

‘Porgy and Bess’ is the big noise 
of the legit field currently on the 
impressive record of its first week 
jn the loop. Backed by heavy ad- 
vance sale show is set for practi- 
cally capacity business for the 
entire length of its three-week 
pooking. Cracked the whip in fine 
shape on its initial gallop to better 
than $16,000. 

Other newcomer last week was 
Cornelia Otis Skinner for a one- 
weeker at the Grand and it was a 
disappointment. Business was off 
badly This is strange, since Miss 
Skinner has been a box-office mag- 
net in jer one-woman shows for 
years in Chicago. Two facts mili- 
tated against her. First is the fact 
that Ruth Draper beat her into town 
this year, so that Miss Skinner is 
something of a follow-up, and sec- 
ond, the Grand is too large a house 
for her type of work. 

Grand stays dark until March 17, 
when Walter Hampden arrives in 
his ‘Cyrano’ de Bergerac’ : revival, 
which will be on a two-week run, 
house then shuttering until the ar- 
rival of ‘At Home Abroad’ late in 
April. 

‘Personal Appearance’ closes its 
good 10-week run here on Saturday 
(29) and heads for St. Louis, where 
Ralph Kettering has paved the way 
with exploitation and tie-ups. 

‘Great Waltz’ is continuing in 
strong fashion at the Auditorium 
and is a cinch to stick into April, 
when it will be forced out by pre- 
vious booking of San Carlo Opera. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Selwyn (1,000; 
$2.75) (6th week). Town’s successor 
to ‘Three Men on a Horse.’ Settling 
down for a long and profitable stay, 
which will carry into summer, frem 
present outlook. Above $11,000 last 
week, despite raw weather. 

‘Great Waltz,’ Auditorium (4,000; 
$2.75) (9th week). Musical spec- 
tacle continues its steady play for 
neat weekly profits. Around $22,000 
last week, fine. 

‘Personal Appearance,’ Harris 
(1,000; $2.75) «10th, final week). 
Business up on. ‘final weeks’ no- 
tice. Touched $8,000 last week. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Erlanger (1,309; 
$2.75) (2nd week). Music-drama in 
the bucks by a great margin. Hit 
better than $16,000 last week. 


Cornelia Otis Skinner, Grand 
(1,000;' $2.20) One-weeker for the 
one-woman show was off. Man- 
aged somewhat better than $4,000, 


however. 


LETTY, 100 6, 
1] WEEKS, L.A. 


Hollywood, Feb, 25. 

Hitting for the $100,000 gross 
mark, Henry Duffy’s ‘Leaning on 
Letty,’ with Charlotte Greenwood, 
is winding up 11 healthy weeks at 
the El Capitan, final performance 
being scheduled for next Sunday 
(29). Following day (1) ‘Night of 
Jan. 16’ gets under way. 

Only other legit of last week 
was Vera Gordon’s production of 
‘Dreams,’ new drama in Yiddish, 
given for three nights and a mat 
at the long-darkened downtown 
Mayan. 

Biltmore swings into action again 
tonight (25) with ‘The Old Maid,’ 
in for two weeks. Nazimova goes 
into the Biltmore for a single week 
starting March 16. 

Two other legits are set for the 
Biltmore, ‘Children’s Hour,’ open- 
ing around April 6, and ‘Personal 
Appearance’ with Gladys George, 
due sometime in May. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Leaning on Letty,’ Fl Capitan, 





a 


Treasurers Net $5,000 
On Annual N. Y. Benefit 


Treasurer Club, New York’s or- 
ganization of box office men, ap- 
proximated $5,000 profit through its 
annual benefit show held Sunday 
(23) at the New Amsterdam. Pro- 


gram ads netted about half the 
earnings. 


Show played to standing room at 
$2.75 top. Proceeds will be used for 
the organization’s sick fund. 


TOBACCO’ BIG 
$18,000, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 

Tryouts seem to be out as far as 
Philly is concerned from now on. 
At least there isn’t one on the hori- 
zon at the present writing, unless 
the Mask and Wig’s new show, ‘Red 
Rhumba,’ is counted in that category 
and that doesn’t arrive until middle 
April, 

On the other hand the long-de- 
ferred “Three Men on a Horse’ opens 
at the Garrick next Monday and is 
expected to run right through the 
spring with some of the most op- 
timistic talking about the comedy 
being here when the Democratic 
convention hits town in June. 

‘Tobacco Road’ moves from the 
Forrest, to the Chestnut next Mon- 
day and runs until 





Many think ‘Road’ could make a 
longer go of it (it will have had five 
weeks in all) but apparently there 
will be no house around. 

Forrest, after being dark a week, 
gets its next occupant, ‘At Home 
Abroad,’ for a fortnight starting on 
March 9, 

Broad gets a return of ‘Squaring 
the Circle’ Monday for one week 
only and ‘Sailor Beware’ is due on 
March 16 and also figured for a 
run, This indie house now has ‘Dan- 
ger—Men Working, which opened 
for a week, closed for a week and 
is now playing out its skedded two 
weeks’ stay. That’s something 
rather unique for Philly. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Tobacco Road’ (Forrest) (2d 
week). Another fine session, despite 
the weather, with intake at $18,000. 

‘Postman Always Rings Twice’ 
(Chestnut) (8d week). Three days 
on last week. Dropped off to $6,000 
on final seven day session. 


HAMPDEN WAY OFF, 
$8,000, PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 


Bottom fell out of Walter Hamp- 
den’s ‘Cyrane de Bergerac’ here last 
week with a bang. Show, which 
has been doing beautifully on its 
farewell tour since starting out 
more than a month ago, got about 
$8,000 at the Nixon, one of the 
poorest showings here of the entire 
season. 

Weather was against ‘Cyrano’ at 
every turn, but it’s been that, too, 
in other spots where the attraction 
has done excellently. There was a 
good campaign and cricks were 
overly generous, so that leaves these 
angles out as well. Whole thing 
seems to be that this town won't 
go for old revivals, particularly of 
the costume school. Opening night 
was pitiful, with less than 200 cus- 
tomers in the orchestra pews, and 
didn’t get much better as the week 








Hollywood (C-1,571; $1.65). Char- 
lotte Greenwood continues to be a 
box office magnet in the renamed 
‘Post Road’ and tenth week brought 
a neat $7,500, plenty’ profitable. 
Final week (current) should do 
better by several grand. 

‘Dreams’ (Yiddish), Mayan, 
Angeles (D-1,492: $2.00). 
Gordon has considerable local fol- 
lowing and on_ three and 
Sunday mat (total engagement) 
ran up a satisfactory $5,000, plenty 
oke, 


Los 


nights 





ENGAGEMENTS 


Natacha soleslavsky, Marjorie 
Lytell, Michael Visaroff, Geo. To- 
bias, Garson Kanin, Ivan Triesault, 
Edw. Craven, ‘Star Spangled’ (com- 


plete cast). 

Yvonne Boisseau, ‘Lady Precicus!} 
Stream.’ : 

Hilde Abers, ‘St. Joan.’ 
ovdney Greenstreet. Richard 
Whorf, sretaigne Windust, Geo. 


Meader, Jean McIntyre, Roi Operti,! 


Francis Compton, Barry Thompson, 
Idiot's Delight.’ 


Vera | 


progressed. Mats, ordinarily a push- 
lover, were just as bad, both 
| Wednesday and Saturday session 
| drawing less than quarter houses. 
Nixon season is rapidly filling and 
{looks like the house will run into 
mid-May with solid bookings. Cor- 
neli’s ‘Saint Joan’ is current, with 


j}the No. 2 company of ‘Personal 
|; Appearance’ coming in next Mon- 
| day (2). Private rentals get the 


‘Winterset,’ 
which arrives there on March 16. 


| 


|}and Milton Shubert. 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Her Weekend’—Anne Nichols. 
‘Larger Than Life’—Crosby Gaige. 
‘Star Spangled’—Arthur .Hopkins. 


‘The Fields Beyond’—Henry 
Hewitt. 
‘Case of Clyde Griffiths’ —Group 





‘Idiot’s Delight’—Theatre Guild. 
‘On Your Toes’—Dwight D. Wi- 
man. 


COHAN $15,000, 
FINE IN HUB 


Boston, Feb. 25. 
George M. Cohan’s ‘Dear Old 
Darling’ at the Colonial showed its | 
heels to the legit field last week, | 
with a nice opening take of $15,000 
on its two-week stand. ‘Three Men 











on a Horse’ in its next-to-last 
frame, pleased with $9,500; and 
‘Three Wise Fools’ ended a two- 


week stay at n.s.h. $6,000. 

‘Horse’ will end its run Satur- 
day (29) making it 17 weeks in 
all at the Plymouth. ‘Ghost Train’ 
ends a three-week stay at the Cop- 
ley this week under auspices of 
Mary Young. 

On the coming-in list are ‘Win- 
terset’ at the Shubert, opening 
March 2 for two weeks and ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance’ at the Plymouth, 
March 9, for a ‘limited engagement.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Dear Old Darling’ (Colonial, ist 
week, 2.75). Cohan’s new piece 
found the usual loyal following, reg- 
istering about $15,000, splendid. 

‘Three Men on a Horse’ (Ply- 
mouth, 16th week, $2.75). Hypoed 
by holiday intake, held up satisfac- 
torily to $9,500. One more week. 

*38 Wise Fools’ (Shubert, 2nd week, 
$2.75). Final week quiet, like the 
first, but Washington’s Birthday 
helped some, lifting it to a mild 
$6,000, 


‘PERSONAL APPEARANCE’ 
FAIR $9,000, DETROIT 


Detroit, Feb. 25. 

‘Personal Appearance’ put in its 
second p. a. in four weeks at the 
Cass last week, met with the same 
zero weather which prompted the 
play’s return, and left town with 
about the same take as previously, 
around $9,000. Which, after all, is 
pretty fair coin for nine perform- 
ances at $2.20 top, following on the 
heels of Katharine Cornell’s smash 
with ‘Saint Joan’ at $3.30 top. 

Minus very extensive exploitation 
and lacking names, which Detroit 
seems to demand, the play also suf- 
fered from the fact that it again 
preceded another drawing card, this 
time ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ which 
opened well at the Cass Sunday 
(23). A month ago, ‘Appearance’ 
just preceded ‘Anything Goes,’ 
which copped all the publicity. 

Theatre Guild’s ‘Porgy and Bess’ 
is booked for the Cass starting 
March 6. ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ and 
‘At Home Abroad’ also are due here 
next month. ; 


Estimate for Last Week 


‘Personal Appearance’ (Cass; 
1,400; $2.20 top)—Back for its sec- 
ond engagement here in a month, 
the Pemberton play hit tough luck 
weather a second time and enticed 
only about $9,000, pretty good con- 
sidering. Could have stood more 
exploitation. “Three Men on a Horse’ 
opened well Sunday (23). 


‘BLOSSOM’ FOLDS ON 
FAIR $11,500, WASH. 


Washington, Feb. 25. 

‘Blossom Time’ folded Saturday 
(22) but the Shuberts’ hardy peren- 
nial ended its tour to some profit. 
Critics who had seen it five or 
six times didn’t even bother to 
stay all the way through on open- 
ing night and the house looked 











|; weather and snow 


Bad Weather Stretch Ends, Legits 
Up Again: Summer’ Rated New fit 





cold 
ended late last 
week. Saturday found many visi- 
tors piling into town and more than 
half the legit shows jumped to ca- 
pacity either at the matinee or night 
or both. But the last minute box 
office surge could not make up for 
the bad going earlier in the week. 


Long stretch of abnormally 


Winter’s climax week, that which | 


includes Washington's Birthday, 
usually sees some leaders reaching 





new high gross marks, but with the | 


| press. 


event falling on Saturday there 
were no added matinees except for 
shows which have dropped Monday 
nights. Only one attraction climbed 
to its best mark, ‘Victoria Regina,’ 
with takings of $23,700. Others were 
satisfied to recoup in some measure 
the sharp drop in gross. Musicals 
were the hardest hit and only late 
arrivals from out of town prevented 
heavy red figures. 

Dozen premieres of the past two 
weeks has one standout—End of 
Summer,’ Gujjd, which got $15,000 
as.a startine week's gross. That is 
capacity during the subscription 
period. 

Otherwise last week’s crop, like 
the previous incoming card, was 
mediocre. Two shows were prompt- 
ly removed—Come Angel Band,’ 
46th Street. and ‘Searching for the 
Sun,’ 58th Street. Not much is ex- 
pected from ‘Mainly for Lovers,’ 
48th Street; ‘Hallowe’en,’ Vgnder- 
bilt, and ‘The Devil of Pei-Ling,’ 
Adelphi. Additional closings: ‘Black 
Widow,’ Mansfield; ‘I Want a Po- 
liceman,’ Lyceum; “The Sap Runs 
High,’ Bijou. ‘Winterset’ goes out 
from the Beck this week. 

Due next week: ‘Dear Old Dar- 


ling,’ Aivin; ‘Saint Joan,’ Beck; 
‘Sweet Aloes,’ Booth; ‘Three Wise 
¥Yools,’ Golden (opens Sunday for 


one week), and ‘The Fields Beyond,’ 
a possibility. 

WPA got ‘American Holiday’ 
started at the Manhattan, with other 
relief shows more or less indefinite. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘At Home Abroad,’ Majestic (24th 
week) (R-1,776-$3.30). Going out 
after another week; affected con- 
siderably last week, when the pace 
was estimated around $26,000. 

‘Black Widow,’ Mansfield. Failed 
to relight after Tuesday (last 
week’s) performance; yanked after 
one week. 

‘Boy Meets Girl,’ Cort (14th week) 
(C-1,059-$3.85). Despite the weather 
scourge, takings of comedy smash 
hardly dented; got $19,300 with 
$4.40 top. Saturday night aiding. 

‘Call It a Day,’ Morosco (5th week) 
(C-961-$3.30). Ticket demand 
mounting and, after this week, 
agencies should do lively trade; last 
week again around $16,000. 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Elliot (67th 
week) (D-957-$3.30). Three matinees 
weekly schedule features the long 
staying holdover, which has been 
bettering $8,000 to profit weekly. 

‘Co-Respondent Unknown,’ Ritz 
(3rd week) (CD-918-$3.30). Claimed 


somewhat better than estimated 
and moved upward last week; 
around $$6,000. 

‘Come Angel Band,’ 46th St. 


Panned and yanked after second 
performance last week. 

‘Devil of Pei-Ling,’ Adelphi (2nd 
week) (D-1,434-$2.20). Opened late 
last week and panned; using cheap 
ticket slips, with little coin. 

‘Dead End,’ Belasce (18th week) 
(D-1,000-$3.30). Somewhat eased 
again, which was figured at this 
stage of run, principally because of 
weather; big, however, at $15,500. 

‘End of Summer,’ Guild (2nd 
week) (C-914-$3.30). Accorded ex- 
cellent press and joins the season's 
hit crop, with first week around 
$15,000; capacity. 

‘Ethan Frome,’ National (6th 
week) (D-957-$3.30). Got good start 
with sell-out theatre party, which 
partly evened up for slack there- 
after; strong Saturday; approached 
$14,000. 

‘First Lady,’ Music Box (14th 
week) (C-1,000-$3.30). One of the 
best of Broadway’s comedy presen- 
tations; 
last week. 

‘Fresh Fields,’ Empire (3rd week) 
(D-1,099-$3.30). Picked up some- 
what and will stay for a while; 
second week's takings approximated 





pretty bad. Built steadily, however, 
and wound up with approximately | 





\ Sweet 
| time 


) week 


house March 9, and then come, in 
lthe order named, ‘Idiot's Delight,’ | 
| “Three Men on a Horse,’ ‘Ghosts, 


Home Abroad’ and 


‘Winterset,’ ‘At 


2,100; $2.85). 
what has so far been a smashing 
‘farewell’ tour for the Hampden 
show. Tough weather breaks didn't 
help but can't be held altogethet 
accountable for poor $8,000 
sion. Attraction never got started. 
‘Saint Joan’ is current at $3.30, 
highest top for straight drama this 
foe 


ithe University of Pittsburgh Cap 
| and Gown show. 

| Estimate for Last Week 

| ‘Cyrano de Bergerac’ (Nixon 
| 


SeS- 


; premiere of 
Bottom fell out of | 


| first 
| Pastures.’ 


$11,500 for seven days. 
Capital's sole legit stage is now | 
cecupied with the premiere of| 
Aloes,’ marking the first} 
Evelyn Laye has worked in! 
this town. House will be dark next; 
due to postponement of ‘At| 
Home Abroad.’ } 
American Theatre Society sub-!| 
scribers were plenty burned over 
cancelling of ‘Taming of Shrew,’ but 
are pacified by a promise of the 
‘Idiot's Delight’ with the 
Lunt-Fontanne combo on March 9. 
Booking of ‘Porgy and Bess’ for} 
March 16 will give the house its) 
all-Negro show since “*Greenj 
which caused much rum-|} 
pus on the race angle. Capital is; 
far enough south so that whether; 
or not to admit colored patrons for | 
colored shows is a ticklish problem 
‘Winterset’ is due March 39, 


5.500, 

‘Hallowe’en,’ Vanderbiit (2nd 
week) (C-804-$3.30). Opened late 
jast week and drew a weak press; 
may stick for possibie picture rights. 

‘| Want a Policeman,’ Lyceum. 
Withdrawn Saturday after playing 
six weeks; moderate takings not 
enough for even break. 

‘Jubilee,’ Imperial (20th week) 
(M-1,468-$4.40). Early last week 
faced tough going, along with other 
musicals, but hit capacity Saturday 
and reached $23,000, 

‘Jumbo,’ Hippodrome (15th week) 
(M-4,327-$3.30). Some bargain ticket 
distribution in suburbs: bie musical 
claimed bettering even breek with 


takings of around $36,000 last week. 


approximated $17,500 mark’ | 


! 








(D-944-$3.30). Class English meller 
commands fairly good business: Iest 
week big Saturday upped gross 
$1,000, getting $10,500, 


‘Love on the Dole,’ Shubert (ist 


week) (CD-1,368-$3.39). Presented 
by Maurice Barber, who secured 
rights after English presentation; 


opened Monday. 

‘Mainly for Lovers,’ 48th St. (2nd 
week) (C-869-$3.30). Another ar- 
rival late last week. English comedy 
rated lightweight and drew mild 


James (13th 
Engagement 
around even 
with capacity 


‘May Wine,’ St. 
week) (M-1,520-$3.85). 
extended; business 
break last week, 
Saturday; $11,000. 

‘Moon Over Mulberry St.’ 44th St. 
(25th week) (D-1.325-$3.30). Has 
been on the verge of folding several 
times; cut rates keeping it in; 
around $3,500. 

‘Mulatto,’ Belmont 
(D-575-$3.30). 


(19th week) 
Moved here from the 
Vanderbilt; business mild from 
start; last week estimated around 
$3,000, mostly from cut-rates. 

‘Night of Jan. 16,’ Ambassador 
(24th week) (D-1,156-$2.75). Popu- 
lar melodrama at pop priced scale 
has been averaging $9.500 weekly 
and is indefinite. 

‘One Good Year,’ Fulton (14th 
week) (C-913-3$3.30). Getting cut 
rate support, which carries limited 
cast comedy along; around $3,500. 

‘Postman Always Rings Twice,’ 
Lyceum (lst week) (D-957-$3.30). 
Presented by Jack Curtis; drama- 
tized by James M. Cain from his 
novel; well regarded out of town; 
opened Tuesday, 

‘Pride and Prejudice,’ 
(17th week) (D-1,046-$3.30). With 
Mondays out and three matinees 
weekly, engagement is prospering; 
approached $15,000 last week. 


Plymouth 


‘Russet Mantle,” Masque (6th 
week) (C-900-$3.30). Again excel- 
lent week-end attendance pulled 
gross up to profit mark; topped 
$8,000; somewhat under previous 
pace. 

‘Sap Runs High,’ Bijou. With- 


drawn Saturday; played three slim 
weeks, 

‘Scandals,’ New Amsterdam (10th 
week) (R-1,717-$4.40). Not capacity 
but drawing substantial business; 
last week's takings estimated around 
$26,000. 

‘Searching for the Sun,’ 58th St. 
Withdrawn Saturday; panned; 
played five performances, 

4Three Men on a Horse,’ Play- 
house (57th week) (C-869-$3.30). 
Figures to outlast many attractions 
on the list; getting over $11,000 
weekly and cleaning up en road. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (117th 
week) (C-1,017-$1.65). Another long 
run show that is getting more coin 
on tour than on Broadway; over 
$8,000 at low scale. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ Broadhurst (10th 
week) (CD-1,118-$3.30). Bell ringer 
of the dramas continues to top the 
field, with capacity performances; 


$23,700. 

‘Winterset,’ Beck (23rd week) 
(D-1,214-$3.30). Final week; goes 
on tour, with Boston the first stand; 
paced over $8,000; profitable. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ Winter Garden 
(4th week) (R-1,425-$5.50). Off 
early last week but came back 
strongly at the finish, which was 
the general rule; around $32,000, 
considerably under expectations, 

WPA 

‘American Holiday,’ Manhattan; 
55c. top; opened Friday (21). 

‘Walk Together Chillun,’ Lafay- 
ette; mixed cast drama, to be fol- 
lowed soon by ‘Macbeth.’ 

‘Woman of Destiny,’ Willis; man- 
ager’s relief try-out may open 
Saturday (29). 

‘Chalk Dust,” Experimental 
(Daly's); now slated to open Friday 
(28). 


Arty Civic Group in 
Radio Preview for Biz 


Indianapolis, Feb. 25. 
Fred Burleigh brought. the cast of 
‘Hoid Your Hats,’ opening at the 
Civic Playhouse Saturday (22) up to 
WFEBM for a radio preview. Four 
new tunes by Charles Gaynor and 
Sparks were introduced, 





Louise 


| Things That Love Can Do, ‘Some 


‘Lady Precious Stream,’ Booth 
(5th weeh) (D-708-33.30). Around | 
$4,000, mostly at matinees; due to 


move to 49th St. 


‘Libel,’ Henry 


next week. 
Miller (llth week) 


} 


Afternoon,’ ‘Footsteps, and ‘livid 

Your Hats.’ » 
Revue is first that Civic has un- 
dertaken since its inception and is 
expected to 
scores of previous arty offerings. 
o 


bolster low box office 


__— a nD 


Akron’s Third 
Akron, Feb. 25. 
Road’ will reach the 


. . . * . «*- . oo” a - - 
o10omMal Stage mere Nate ic, ivi a 


‘Toba co 


single performance, as Akron’s 
third legit attraction of the current 
season, 


Henry Fiull will head 


pany to play here, 


the come- 


ee ees 
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Time Chides English Copyists 


Time mag takes two new British 
news-magazines, also weekly, mildly 
to task for ‘frankly plagiaricing’ the 
U. S. publication. News Review 
and Cavalcade are the titles of the 
two new London weeklies. Former 
is published by Tibor Korda, Hun- 
garian, who denies he is related, 9 
Ale: ander Korda, and Cavalcade is 
edited by Alan Cameron, published 
by William James Brittain. 

Cameron was formerly associated 
with Kord. as one of the editors of 
Cosmopolitan Press, publishers of a 
string of small trade publications, 
and when Korda heard that his ex- 


e€unmor, Cameron, was -. eee See sk 
the idea which he (Korda) had 
nursed for some time, that of a 
Dritish counterpart of America’s 
Time n.agazine, he rushed to press 
with News Review in ord-+r to beat 
Cameron to the mark.t for the dis- 
tinction of lJPvitain’s first weekly 


news-magazine. Both are analyzed 


by Time copying its style, tr pog- | 
raphy and format. 
German newspaper publishers now 


must prove that both they and their 
wives are of pure 
back as far as the year 1800, 
the Nuremberg laws’ | 
proof of Aryanism | 
back only to their grandparents. 
This law provided that under 
certain circum: more strin- | 
gent provisions made by Nazi party 
organizations or other authorities 
might be maintained with permis- 
sion of the Ministry of the Interior. 


Arvan descent 
not- 
withstanding 

provision for 


ances 


tule now to be enforced was is- 
sued by Max Aman~, old party 
member and head of the largest 


Nazi pu’ “ishing house. 

It's entitled “An Ordinance 
Safeguarding the Gern n 
pap-r Publishing F_2:d.” 


for 
News- 





Anzac Supplement 


Women’s Weekly, a femme mag 
published by Associated Newspapers 
in Sydney, Australia, will bring in 
an 8-page film supplement. 

A representative is at present in 
Hollywood. digging up material. 

Mag also carries a free novel 
weekly and a book on how to ap- 
pear beautiful at all times. Whole 
lot, including the film stuff, costs 
only 6c. Novels given free include 
‘San Michele,’ ‘Jim the Conqueror,’ 
‘The Inheritors,’ and ‘The Thin Man.’ 





More On Will Rogers 


Oklahoma State Society sponsor- 
ing new volume on Will Rogers to 
appear March 13. Book to be titled 
‘Tolks Say of Will Rogers.’ 

Contributors include President 
Roosevelt, Fannie Hurst, Amos ’n’ 
Andy, Fred Stone, Irvin S. Cobb, 
Grantland Rice, Rabbi Wise, Rupert 
' Hughes, O. O. McIntyre and Eddie 
Cantor. 





Dr. Wise Succeeds Son 


Editorship of Opinion, mag of 
Jewish life and letters, taken over 
by Dr. Stephen S. Wise. Dr. Wise 
succeeds his son, James Waterman 
Wise starting with the April issue. 

He will be assisted by board com- 
posed of Professor Mordecai M. 
Kaplan, Ludwig Lewisohn, Rebekah 
Kohut, Maurice Samuel and Dr. 
John Haynes Holmes, 





More Stringent Nazidom | 
| 
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Best Sellers 





Best Sellers for the week endi 


‘The Last Puritan’ ($2.75) .. 


‘If | Have Four Apples’ ($2.50).. 


‘Faster, Faster’ ($2.50) 
‘Minchester House’ ($2.50) ...... 


‘North to the Orient’ ($2.50)..... 





American News Co., Inc. 
Fiction 


‘The Hurricane’ ($2.50) .....By Chas, Nordhoff and James N. Hall 


‘It Can't Happen Here’ ($2.50) ... 


Non-Fiction 


ng Feb, 22, as reported by the 


weeceeeeee BY George Santayana 


seeeeseeee- By Josephine Lawrence 
cecveccccssoees ey Sincisir-iewis 
sébeddcesécesta a Dene 
escesecenes bY Anne Creene 


...+.-bBy Anne Morrow Lindbergh 








in May. Award to cover books pub 
lished through Dec., 1985, classifi- 
cations including most original 
novel, the most distinguished novel, 
biography and non-fiction. 

Though award it not monetary, it 
is believed that backing of booksell- 
ers will help the of books 
chosen. Balloting is in hands of Na- 
tional Committee, and all booksell- 
will permitted to vote. 


sales 


ers be 


Fashions and Letters 

Eltinge F. Warner publishing 
new fashion mag for femmes 
called Style Arts. Will be quarterly, 
sell only by subscription and will 
make its appearance early in March. 
Irene S. Sims is editing. 

Close on the heels of Womans 
Today mag comes Hugo Gernsback’'s 
Woman's Digest, also to devote it- 
self to women’s side of affairs in 
general. 

Mag to be edited by Mina Lewi- 
ton, former associate ed of Golden 
Book. First issue out end of this 
month. 

Henkle-Yewdale Elects 

Officers of newly organized 
Henkle-Yewdale House, of which 
Merton S: Yewdale is prez, include 
Henrietta Henkle as v.p.;: Daniel 
Jaeger, as treasurer, and Pearl W. 
Henkle, secretary. 

Henkle-Yewdale’s first books to 
include ‘Labor Union Racket,’ by 
Edward Dean Sullivan; ‘His End 
Was His Beginning,’ by Henrietta 
Buckmaster; ‘Confessions of An- 
other Young Man,’ by Bravig Imbs, 
and ‘Gangplanks to the East’ by 
Bertha Lum. 

Hellinger’s Full Page 

Mark Hellinger will get a full 
page to himself on the N. Y. Amer- 
ican Sunday March of Events sec- 
tion starting with the issue of 
March 15. At present he’s sharing 
the page with O. O. McIntyre, but 
latter will be shifted to a different 
page. 

Figured by the American circu- 
lation department that the Hel- 
linger page has upped the paper's 
sale by over 50,000 thus far. 


_Ed Smith Dead 
Ed Smith, 67, former Chicago 
sports writer and referee, died Feb. 
23 in Hollywood from pneumonia, 
Widow and daughter survive, 





Cendrars Ends Pic Prowl 

Series of articles on film studios 
and screen personalities, material 
for which were gathered by Blaise 
Cendrars during recent visit here, 
will appear weekly in the Paris- 
Soir, said to have largest general 
circulation in France. 

Cendr: ‘s, who authored ‘Sutter’s 
Gold,’ along with 10 other novels, is 
now en route to France. 





Short Life for L. A. Daily 


Los Angeles Press, community 
shopping news sheet, is back to 
twice-a-week publication after three 
days as a daily. Heavy overhead 
put the damper on six times weekly 
appearance. Sheet claims circula- 
tion of 86,000 in the Wilshire- 
Hancock Park district of L. A. 


Class for 5c. 

American Standard is title of new 
5c week skedded for some time in 
spring. Mag to feature material of 
high literary nature. 

Joseph Greenberger wiil edit, with 
Albert Wiener holding down the 
business end. Mag will sell by sub- 
scriptfon only. 


Glorifying the P. A. 
The press agent is to have a 
champion in the new Publicity 
News, national mag devoted to pub- 


licity and public relations. Will 
be a monthly, initial issue due 
March 1. 


Edward Pryor is editor and pub- 
lisher. 





CHATTER 

Paul de Kruif in N. Y. 

Franz Werfel to Vienna. 

Alexander Woollcott to Europe. 

Alec Waugh and Francis Hackett 
Europe -bound. 

Claudia Cranston off on a trip 
around the world. 

Aben Kandel! is doing a new novel 
ahout Hollywood. 

Sinclair Lewis 
Smith to Bermuda, 

Homer Croy doing an article on 
Hollywood for Cosmo, 

John Masefield’s new book of 
poems, ‘A Letter from Pontus,’ due 
in May. 

John FE. Allen's articles on ‘News- 
paper Makeup’ to be published in 
book form. 

Heritage Press, which specializes 
in classics, deviating to do Irving 
Stone’s ‘Lust for Life.’ 

Twentieth Century-Fox paid 
$10,000 for Harry Hamilton's first 
novel, ‘Banjo on My Knee.’ 

Ruth Rankin resigned as 
ciate editor of Silver Screen 
Screenland to write a novel. 

First book under Horizon House 
imprint to be Mary Master Need- 
ham’'s ‘Tomorrow to Fresh Fields.’ 

John Evans, whose new book, 
‘Shadows Flying,’ comes out in 
April, is married to Claire Spencer. 

tegina Kurlander, special writer 
of the Cleveland Plain Dealer, in 
New York for a month of writing on 
her own. 

Wallace Smith is writing 


and Harrison 


asso- 
and 


serial 





for Satevepost on Mexico. Recently 


‘Life With Father’ ($2.00) ..... ties dvece bheigues. cat GInneeen mae 
‘Woollecott Reader, The’ ($3.00)...........-By Alexander Woollcott 
‘Man the Unknown’ ($3.50) ..... o'0s'6 000'sedseesenes tl ae Garten 
‘Mrs, Astor’s Horse’ ($3.00)......... ceccccecese bY Stanley Walker 
‘The Exile’. ($2.50) ~« . ciidiclesiceviecens oececeedeesatsOy. Sent: oO. UCE 

‘ 
Booksellers’ Awards in May did scripting job at Paramount 
First national book award of | Coast studio. 

| American Booksellers Association After two weeks layoff, during 

| to be made at its convention early | which he finished ‘new mystery 


novel, Don Mainwaring is back on 
Warner studio, L. A., publicity pay- 
roll. 

Award of Parents mag medal for 
1935 for most helpful book of year 
for parents goes to Dr. Winifred E. 
Bain for ‘Parents Look at Modern 
“ducation.’ 
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‘Annie 
(Continued from page 5) 

picture, ‘Klondike Annie’ (Par). It 
is said the publisher personally 
cracked down on the film and will 
loose an editorial campaign against 
it on morals grounds. It is the first 
time any Hearst paper has hurled 
theatre advertising out of its make- 
up, and likewise first time Hearst, 
himself a pic producer, has ever 
gone gunning after a film on such 
grounds. ‘Annie’ is having one of 
its first release dates here at the in- 
die downtown first runner, Keith's. 
It opened Saturday (22). The 
News-Post critic, Norman Clark, 
will not review film. 

Larry Schanberger, manager of 
Keith's, is quite worked up over fact 
News-Post banned all mention of 
the film from Monday on. On Satur- 
day, Schanberger points out, sheet 
accepted 60-line ad from Keith’s and 
also started a publicity contest for 
which cash prize was donated by 
theatre. On Sunday, 100-line ad 
was accepted from house, plus a 
900-line national ad spread. On 
Monday Schanberger was notified 
that News-Post would carry nothing 
more on ‘Annie,’ but reason for ban 
was not given the exhib. Monday’s 
ad would have been but 20 lines, 





Block and Hearst in Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 

For possibly first time in film his- 
tory a flicker came in for Page 1 
editorial blast here last week when 
the morning post-Gazette, Paul 
Block daily, put the hooks into Mae 
West's ‘Klondike Annie.’ Captioned 
‘Is Politics Influencing Censorship,’ 
piece appeared just one day before 
picture opened locally at Penn. 

Discussing briefly ban of ‘It Can’t 
Happen Here,’ editorial also ap- 
peared a day later on page one of 
five other Block dailies. Paramount 
locally took no action. The expected 
yanking of a three-column Par na- 
tional ad in the Post-Gazette a day 
following appearance of blast didn’t 
develop either, and it’s believed pro- 
ducers may let it go as just one of 
those things, figuring perhaps it 
may be a favorable boomerang for 
business. 

Appearance of piece had city cen- 
sors calling at the Penn, with repre- 
sentatives of women’s clubs, for first 
showing of picture. They found no 
objections on moral grounds al- 
though one of club representatives 
asked for picture’s withdrawal be- 
cause it created ill-feeling between 
China and America, 

Film critics made note of ‘Klon- 
dike Annie's’ spice, notably Karl 


Krug, reviewer for Hearst’s Sun- 
Telegram and the Post-Gazette 
critic, 


In face of all this adverse criti- 
cism, ‘Klondike Annie’ got around 
2,500 at Penn opening day (21), 
bettering first-day take of the last 
West picture here, ‘Goin’ To Town,’ 
by several hundred dollars and on 
Saturday following hit close to $4,- 
000, fine. That presages a better 
than a $14,000 week, which is ex- 
cellent. 





Stance In Syracuse 
Syracuse, Feb. 25. 

Hearst’s Journal-American today 
served notice on the RKO-Schine 
theatre pool that its columns are 
closed to advertising and publicity 
on Mae West's ‘Klondike Annie.’ 
Picture opens at Keith's Thursday 
(27) midnight. Understood it will 

be made an editorial target. 





— 


Fiction and Films 





By EPES W. SARGENT 
Promising New Writer 
For her first novel, Ramona Herd- 
man reveals a keenly analytic mind; 
an ability to virtually vivisect her 
creations and expose their inner 
workings. Without the debutante 
assertion, ‘A Time for Love’ (Har- 
per’s; $2 could pass for the prod- 
uct of an established writer, but 
then Miss Herdman has been on the 
Harper staff since ’29 and comes 
naturally by her expertness. 


The story tells of the love of Paul | 


Langdon for his assistant, Mary 
Calder. He tries to eat his cake 
and have it, too, for he cannot rec- 


oncile himself to severing his mari- 


tal ties to form a new alliance. He 
dallies until the level-headed Mary 
walks out on him, still keenly lov- 


ing, but assured that he never will 
be man enough to meet the situa- 
tion clearly. It is a thoughtful book, 
for thoughtful readers, though its 
circulation will not be confined to 
this class. It is there, however, that 
she will meet her full recognition. 

Could make a picture, but for the 
censorship against illicit love, 
though this cleaner than many 
more respectable books passed for 
picturing. If Miss Herdman can re- 
peat, she will for a 
second effort will be looked for with 
interest. ; 


is 


be established, 


Mars’ Turn 
Since Edgar Rice Burroughs’ pre- 
vious book was ‘Tarzan and the 
Leopard Men,’ the author dives into 
interplanetary space for ‘Swords of 
Mars’ (Burroughs, Inc.; $2). 


By WOLFE KAUFMAN 

What's Wrong with Pictures? 

William J. Perlman, growing very 
worried about the motion picture 
business and its future, has got. 
ten together a symposium on it. He 
asked 20 good fellows to write him 
pieces about the business, which he 
put together into one volume calleq 
‘The Movies on Trial’ (Macmillan; 
$2.50). It is a pompous, if preco- 
cious, volume and it isn’t likely to 
teach anyone anything, nor solve 
any problems. But it does contain 
|; a few paragraphs of amusing writ. 
| ing. 
There 





others, but they’re unimportant, be- 
ing 


in a 


are some surprising mis- 
| takes and errors in the chapters 
| written by William Allen White, 
ro John J. Cantwell and a few 
| 


personal. Edward G. Robinson, 
defensive piece, 
mite too academic, 
Stern tears the 
because it isn’t artistic enough. 
Don Marquis knows why pictures 
are bad—because the stories aren't 
good enough. Judge Ben 
worries about all the 
pictures are mighty 
thinks, and Judge Goldstein backs 
him up. William Lyons Phelps 
outlines a bunch of stories he'd like 
} to Hollywood make (some of 
Which have already been done) and 
Upton Sinclair details the Holly- 
wood plot against social security. 
Most entertaining and unaffected 
| piece in the book is the one by 
Brock Pemberton, who seems to 
|} think that sure the picture business 
is screwy, but what the hell, ain't 
it a lot of fun? 


gets 
and 
business 


just a 
Seymour 
to pieces 


Lindsey 
shootin’: 


nice, he 





see 





This time it is an airship with a | 


nearly human brain, developed by 
a half-crazed scientist, and a trip 
to the larger of the Martian moons. 
Packed with adventure, nicely 
planned for sustained suspense. In 
the creation of this type of litera- 
ture Burroughs stands without a 


peer. Slightly above his standard. 
On Acting 
Van H. Cartmell does not pom- 


pously announce that his ‘Handbook 
for the Amateur Actor! (Doubleday, 
Doran; $1.50) is a complete treatise 
on the art. He merely proffers it as 
an aid to the amateurs, notably for 
the director. In slightly more than 
60 pages he gives hints on various 
phases of acting. Then follows what 
he calls an appendix, which runs the 
volume up to 200 pages. Here are 
to be found an ample glossary, the 
entire production layout of a New 
York little theatre, and a one-act 
farce in whieh the left-hand pages 
contain a complete analysis of the 
stage business and the reasons 
therefore. This alone would give 
the average amateur director pleaty 
of new light on how to direct. Pub- 
lished without the other matter, it 
would still be a good buy at sev- 
eral times the price. 

It should snuggle on the shelf of 
every little theatre library. 





Nice Pilotage 

Margaret Widdemer has written 
enough books to have learned the 
channels and the backwaters of lit- 
erary composition. She finds it sim- 
ple to chart the passage of not one 
but three marriages in ‘Marriage Is 
Possible’ (Farrar & Rinehart; $2). 
They all Lappen about the same 
time and the heroine, her brother 
and their girl chum all make the 
hitch. 

Shiela Lonsdale marries a strug- 
gling young lawyer, whose chief 
fault is an easy disposition, but her 
brother is roped into marriage with 
a cheap little cheater and her chum, 
whom her brother really loves, mar- 
ries a wealthy Italian-American. 
All of these matrimonial adventures 


and their inter-relationships are 
skillfully knit into_an engrossing 
story. 


It’s good fare for the libraries, but 
contains greater appeal to people 
who buy rather than rent books. It’s 
real writing. 





Psychiatry 

Barbara Webb, who specializes in 
hillbilly romance, gets knee deep in, 
psychosis in her ‘Coming Round the 
Mountain’ (Doubleday, Doran; $2). 
More than half the book deals with 
an experiment in psychology woven 
into a romance, 

The heroine runs aways from the 
hills when marriage to a moun- 
taineer becomes tvo distasteful. <A 
native ability to do _ distinctive 
sketches brings her New York suc- 
cess. She falls in love with a 
mental specialist, to whom she 
makes confession that she is mar- 
ried. He insists that for her soul's 





good she must go back to face the 


More Saroyan Briefies 


About 18 months or so ago Ben- 
| nett Cerf and Whit Burnett, work- 
| ing hand in hand, created a new 
| literary genius for America by the 
name of William Saroyan. Saroyan 
was a young Armenian-American 
who had written a few fair-to-mid- 
dling short stories and Cerf and 
Burnett decided to build him (and 
their own bankroll) up. They suc- 
ceeded admirably, proving once 
more—if proof was needed—how 
easy it is. 

Now Saroyan gives out his second 
book of short stories, ‘Inhale and 
Exhale’ (Random House; $2.50), and 
the best that can be said for it is 
that Saroyan is still a fair-to-mid- 
dling short story writer with a lot 
of promise, and that some atiy ive” 
may really write something worth 
while, 





For Radio Writers 


Peter Dixon, who has had a lot of 
experience in the writing of radio 
programs, has turned out a fine text 
book in ‘Radio Sketches and How 
to Write Them’ (Stokes; $2). It’s 
a discussion of technique of writ- 
ing, how and where of selling; how 
serials are plotted and the “tech- 
nique of children’s programs. 

Book also contains 20 previously 
broadcast sketches used by promi- 
nent persons as examples for study. 
Starts off with the statement that 
it is ‘not a sucker book and doesn't 
promise to teach you anything.’ Just 
a text book for discussion, and it is, 
too. A good one. 





music, She does, to find out she 
never was legally married, and she, 
of course, marriés the doctor. In- 
teresting and along modern lines, 
but not gripping. Too involved for 
picture appeal. 


Along Easy Lines 

Departing from none of the con- 
ventions, Mary  Bickel’s ‘House 
Guest’ (Conrad McCann; $2) is just 
a well built but unimaginative job 
of writing. Good picture material, 
however. 

The first third lags in a leisurely 
buildup of the plot, but then things 
begin to warm up and the story 
moves smoothly to its end, with the 
complications deftly if unoriginally 
ironed out. Deals with the efforts 
of a breezy Frenchwoman to make 


a delayed cash-in on a wartime 
romance, 
Fuzzy 
Indirection rather hampers ‘Turn 
Magic Wheel’ (Farrar & Rinehart; 


$2), in which Dawn Powell tells a 
Story in a haphazard progress that 
is supposed to reveal much more 
than it tells, 

Highly modern style, but not a 
good model for yvoung writers, for 
it probably will be out of style by 
the time they grow up. For the 
cogniscenti or something. Not 4 





picture, Not much of a .siory, 
mostly character drawing. 
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College Town Cries Bravo, Gets 
Excited Over Ist Taste of Opera 





By FREDERICK DONAGHEY 


(Two operas were presented in Madison, Wis., on Washington’s Birthday 
by the group of Chicago opera singers which have been banded together by 


J. B. DeKeyser, former opera chorister. 


Similar operatic presentations in 


gmall towns of Illinois and Indiana have attracted good grosses and suggest 


possibilities for opera at Popular Prices. 


VARIETY sent a@ member of its 


Chicago staff to Madison to review the performances.) 








Haensel and Gretel 


(AFTERNOON) 
Madison, Wis., Feb. 23. 
Humperdinck’s German operetta, in 


three acts, revived (in English) Feb. 22 
(mat), 1936, in Parkway theatre, by Chi- 
eago Opera Co. 

The Father. i.ccccccccsscess George Graham 
The Mother. .cccccccses Constance Eberhart 
Haensel....cseccceccssessss+s-Maria Matyas 
GRPOORE. o ccc cc ceeeccccececccccs Helen Freund 
The Witch, .cccccccsccces Florence Richmond 
Tie DOW ePGWT .cccccccecees Janel Fairbank 
Te BAMA 6 ics ccccncdeect Hazel Sanborn 





J. B. DeKyser did well with his 
holiday invasion Feb. 22 of Madison, 
always a good show-town. He calls 
his company the Chicago Opera. 
Name is good one for the Middle 
West, and now that the resident 
Chicago venture has renamed itself 
City Opera, with its decision not to 
tour, there can be fairly laid against 
DeKeyser’s valiant effort no charge 
of misrepresentation and no serious 
popular confusion. 

Matinee of ‘Haensel and Gretel’ 
represented a  ‘first-night’ here, 
where opera had never been sung. 
Never a good repertoire opera, es- 
pecially on tour, because of its re- 
quirements as to cast, mise-en- 
scene, and costly rehearsing, its re- 
vival by DeKeyser was his response 
to requests from clientele in other 
towns for an afternoon opera 
which children could reasonably be 
expected to understand and enjoy. 
Humperdinck’'s operetta, of itself, is 
the right answer; but anything like 
adequate mounting of piece is be- 
yond DeKeyser’s present economic 
resources. So he will lay work aside, 
he says, until able to do better by it. 

As it was, his scratch experiment 
worked out to the satisfaction of 
matinee crowd, which used about 
80% of Parkway’s 1,200 seats (from 


2 down), with children (at half- 
price) making up nearly 50% of 


audience. Their behavior, like that 
of the adult at both shows, observed 
most of the Italian punctillo, im- 
ported from Milan and Rome via 
New York and Chicago. Thus, Dino 
Bigalli, conductor, although un- 
known in Madison till now, was 
treated as if he were at least Tos- 
canini or Marinuzzi each time he 
entered and left musicians’ pit, was 
included in act-end calls for bows, 
and was cheered when he came into 
view with the ensemble at end of 
both shows. 

Hastily prepared revival not 
helped by last minute substitution 
of George Graham, new to role, as 
the Father, taking place of Wilfred 
Engleman, withdrawn from after- 
noon bill in order that he might 
sing his usual role of Rigoletto at 
night, latter role being left empty 
through illness of Robert Ringling, 
singing member of circus Ringlings, 
who was rushed Feb. 21 to Chicago 
hospital for surgery just as com- 
pany was taking train. 

Miss Matyas, as the bemused boy, 
was best of the others in ‘Haensel,’ 
and may find role to be her sought 
stepping-stone to recognition as a 
singer of first-line contralto and 
mezzo assignments. 


RIGOLETTO 


(EVENING) 
Madison, Wis., Feb. 23. 
Verdi’s Italian opera, in four acts, sung 
(in Italian) Feb. 22, 1936, in Parkway by 
Chicago Opera Co, 


Duke of Mantua...........-.- Robert Long 
PEOERD 6 ibs 0 0000 cewee-¢4 Wilfred Engleman 
Ce. evbleeccegeeddpeces Rosalinéa Morini 
GIOVERNA cccccccccsecseeses Hazel Sanborn 
GOMERTUCIIO cecevccsessess Howard Preston 
BUOMORIONO § ceccviaccescvnss Maria Matyas 
MEORLOTONG cecccccccvcvecessecs Mr. Preston 
SN. 64.006 66 oe rend dia < Giuseppe Cavadori 
BOOED. cocpocbede'et Benjamin Landsman 
COGRE COPTAMNOs cc ccccccccebseevess Max Toft 
Countess Ceprano........eseee. Irma Boyle 
BM FORGreccsccccvsessescccscoved Anne Buck 


‘Rigoletto,’ which has had suffici- 
ent repetition by DeKeyser company 
to be seasoned, sent night crowd 
(just short of capacity) into rous- 
ing applause throughout the per- 
formance and a great demonsira- 
tion of approval at end. Engelman 
knows all the traditions and tricks 
which have accumulated round title 
role: Gilda is part wherein Miss 
Morini is known best to opera-go- 
ers: a new tenor, Robert Long, sings 
and looks well, but needs routining 
as actor; Matyas lets herself go as 
Maddalene i. all the hanky-panky 
of grand opera vamps; and the 
others are veterans of many sea- 
fons of ‘Rigoletto’ in Chicago. They, 
With well-rehearsed chorus, gave 
a good account of one of the most 
dependable works in the Italian rep- 
ertoire, 

DekKeyser, asked to return to 
Madison, says he will gladly do so 





a 





| will 


if assigned to the Orpheum, and 
complains that Parkway was im- | 
posed on him after he had been 


given to understand he would have 
Orpheum, with more than 
Seats, for Feb, 22. 


2,000 | 


PHILADELPHIA’S ITINERARY: 


Transcontinental Tour Opens April 
13 In Hartford 








Philadelphia, Feb. 25. 
Dates for Philadelphia Orchestra's 


transcontinental tour, announced 


last week, follow: 

April 13, Hartford; April 14, Bos- 
ton; April 15, Springfield; April 16, 
Toronto; April 17, Chicago; April 
18, Urbana; April 20, Atlanta; April 
21, New Orleans; April 22, Shreve- 
port (tentative); April 23, Tulsa; 
April 24, Dallas; April 26, El Paso 
(tentative); April 27, 28, Los An- 
geles; April 29, Santa Barbara. 

May 1, 2, 3, San Francisco; May 
5, Salt Lake City; May 6, Denver; 
May 7, Lincoln, Neb. (tentative); 
May 8, Omaha; May 9, St. Louis; 
May 10, Milwaukee; May 11, Minne- 
apolis; May 12, Cleveland; May 13, 
14, 15, 16, Ann Arbor; May 17, New 
York. 

Leopold Stokowski will conduct 
all but three concerts of tour, which 
is being sponsored by RCA-Victor 
to plug records, 


Berlin Concerts 


Berlin, Feb. 9. 

Lulu Mysz-Gmeiner gave a lieder 
evening at the Beethoven Saal. 

Concert on two cembali given by 
Elizabeth Swing and Hans Pischner 
at the Bechstein Saal. 

American melodies sprinkled in 
between Dvorak’s Sympheny ‘From 
the New World,’ played by the 
Landes orchestra. 

Third concert of the Berlin In- 
strumental Collegiate under Profes- 
sor Dr. Fritz Stein included works 
of Bach and Mozart, performed at 
the Castle Monbijou. 

George Baklanoff sings title role 
in ‘Rigoletto’ at Hamburg Opera. 

‘The Lost Son,’ opera by Robert 
Heger, will be premiered at the 
State Opera, Dresden, Mareh 21, 

‘Halka,’ Polish national opera, by 
Stanislaw Moniuszko is a forthcom- 
ing production at the Berlin State 
Opera, 














Hurok Sails as Usual 


S. Hurok sails for Europe in May 
on his annual talent-hunt. Already 
he has the following pacted for 
touring next season: Marian An- 
derson, Moscow Cathedral choir, 
Vienna Boys choir, Kolisch quartet, 
Dana Singing Ensemble (new), 
Ginette Neveu, violinist (new); 
3ronislaw Huberman, Poldi Mildner, 
Rudolph Serkin, pianist; George 
Yourneff, basso (new); Raphael, 
Sarah Osnath-Halevy and Trudi 
Schoop Comic ballet. 

Monte Carlo Ballet Russe again 
heads the Hurok list of imports. 
Repertoire for next year is to in- 
clude 10 new ballets, some of which 
will use U, S, themes. 





Schang Has Stokowski 


Leopold Stokowski, now on the 
Coast dickering with M-G-M, has 
appointed F. C. Schang, Jr., of Co- 
lumbia Concerts to represent him 
for radio broadcast dates. Philly 
symphonic conductor was on Gen- 
eral Motors hour, a few weeks ago. 

His symphonic group begins a 
spring tour shortly. 





Merola in N. Y. 
Gaetano Merola, managing direc- 
tor of the San Francisco Opera, was 
in New York last week, pacting 
artists for next season's program on 
the Coast. Already booked are Kir- 


sten Flagstad, Elizabeth Rethberg, 
Lotte Lehmann and Beniamino 
Gigli. 


Frisco’s season is in Novy. 


Albany’s Cufto Concert 
Albany, Feb. 25. 
Albany Concert orchestra (WPA) 
give its first concert tonight 
(25) in a city library. 
by Joseph Loudis. 
No admission charge. 


| 25 weeks, 


Quits Government-Backed 
Carolina Symphony Orch. 


Chariotte, N. C., Feb. 25. 
G. O. Shepherd, business manager 
of the North Carolina Symphony 


for unemployed musicians, has 
resigned that post. Several months 
ago when Lamar Stringfield was 
conductor of the orchestra friction 
arose between him and Shepherd. 
Conductor Stringfield resigned and 
went with WPA as director of mu- 
sical projects. He was succeeded 
by Joseph DeNardo. 

A similar reorganization is said 
to be taking place now. DeNardo 
will continue as conductor. 


SAN CARLO FORSAKES 
PLAYING AUDITORIUMS 


Seattle, Feb. 25. 

Big mail order sale for San Carlo 
Grand Opera, week opening March 
16, at local Music Hall (Hamrick) 
indicates public favors opera in de- 
luxers rather than in barny civic 
auditoriums. Two years ago San 
Carlo grabbed $24,000 at $1 top at 
local aude, but last year only $11,- 
000. Top at Music Hall is $1.50, 
with seat capacity 2,300, with 
possible gross set at $24,000. 

Bill McCurdy, rep for Fortune 
Gallo in N. W. tour, reports $5,000 
advance sale at Vancouver, B. C.,, 
where opera plays Strand theatre 
six days opening 23rd. 











Fanchon & Marco Tour 


Hollywood, Feb. 25. 
Hollywood Ballet, Fanchon & 
Marco unit, has been booked for 
opening at Amarillo, 
T@x., March 3. Combo hits Austin, 
Tulsa, Houston, Jackson, Miss.; 
Charlotte, N. C., before hopping to 
Boston. Due in Metropolitan Opera 
House in New York, March 23. 
Doc Howe handling Coast details 
with Mark Luescher working in 
Manhattan. 








Pittsburgh Plate Glass 
Books Jeritza, Others 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 18. 

Two local artists, Pescha Kagan, 
pianist, and Reed Kennedy, bari- 
tone, have been signed to guest- 
star with Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra in coming series of net- 
work broadcasts sponsored by Pitts- 
burgh Plate Glass company. Weekly 
half-hour programs, which will ori- 
ginate here over KDKA, get under 
way tomorrow (Thursday). 

In addition to Maria Jeritza and 
Giovanni Martinelli, already an- 
nounced, other guest stars lined up 
for the series are Joseph Benton- 
elli, new operatic sensation; Reinald 
Werrenrath, Dusalina Giannini, 
Charles Hackett, Queena Mario and 
Efrem Zimbalist, Antonio Modar- 
elli, symphony’s resident conductor, 
will baton the broadcasts. 


Ethel, Jr. 


(Continued from page 1) 

they had to play in only had 600 
pounds of coal and needed a ton for 
proper heating. Manager Phil Tip- 
pin sent out a hurry SOS for coal 
and as a result people came to the 
theatre that night carrying it by 
bucketsful. 

Four dates were played in North 
Dakota when the temperature was 
never under 36 below zero, 

Company has a small nut and 
started the tour Jan. 26 with every- 
body in the troupe landing on the 
first date with about 30c in pocket. 
Biz has been good. Gross here was 
small on one performance and the 
take was only about $900, in the red. 











Concert Notes 





Marian Anderson, Negro concert 
contralto, will be given silver loving 
cup Feb. 28 by students of North- 
east High School, Philadelphia, of 
which town she Is native. 





Benedict Grunewald, New Orleans, 
impresario, had Richard Crooks for 
Feb. 23 and Grace Moore on 
March 17 for concerts at the Munic- 
ipal auditorium. 








Conducted |} 


Joseph Schuster has been named 
solo cellist with the N. Y. Philhar- 
monic Symphony succeeding Alfred 
| Wallenstein who retires at the end 
of this season, 


orchestra, a government aid project | 


American Ballet, All Youngsters, 
In Quandary About Met Opera; 
Old Guard Pushes ‘Em Around 





FRIEDA HEMPEL COMING 


Suit 





Against August Heckscher 


Due March 18 


Hearing of a motion to compel 
August Heckscher, aged millionaire 
philanthropist, to continue to pay 
Frieda Hempel, opera diva, $15,000 
a year for life under an agreement 
entered into in 1928, was adjourned 
Monday (24) in the N, 
Court until March 18, at the request 
of the singer’s counsel. The diva’s 
presence in court was necessary, the 
attorney contended. She is at pres- 
ent in Germany. 

Present action is against Heck- 
scher and members of a trust fund 
to compel the payment of the last 
quarterly stipend of $3,750 which 
the singer claims was due her last 
December but which she claims the 
defendants have unlawfully with- 
held from her. The defense claims 
the singer was not entitled to fur- 
ther moneys from the millionaire as 
she had repeatedly violated the 
agreement she had entered into to 
stop annoying Hechscher. 


Y. Supreme 


Should the court decide Mme. 
Hempel was entitled to the last 
quarterly payment it would mean 


that she would continue to get $15,- 
000 for the rest of her life. 





Detroit’s Opera Season 


Detroit, Feb. 25 
Subscription sale of tickets for 
the eighth spring season of the De- 
troit Civic Opera performances got 
under way this week. Operas will 
be produced as usual in Masonic 

Temple's 4,500-seater auditorium. 
Sked includes ‘Aida,’ with Mar- 
tinelli, Tentoni and Meisle; “The 
Dybbuk’ with Rosa Raisa, Jaegel, 
Eustis, Ruisi and Franco Ghione, of 
LaSeala, Milan, conducting; and 
‘Prince -Igor’ with Dubrovsky and 
others of the Arts of Musical Rus- 
sia. The Detroit Symphony ork and 
Yakovleva’s Ballet Russe will assist. 
Local Opera company also plan- 
ning to take the three productions 
to Chicago and other midwest cities. 


Anti-Trust 





(Continued from page 6) 


exec from Philadelphia; N. H. 
Brower, west coast division man- 
ager of WB; Robert Hicks and 
Byron F. Moore, attached to Gen- 
eral Theatrical Enterprises, WB 
subsidiary, at St. Louis; Ralph 
Kohn, former Par treasurer, now in 
Los Angeles; Ralph LiBeau, Par 
district sales manager in Kansas 
City; Maurice Schweitzer, Par 
branch manager in St. Louis; Car- 
roll Peacock, Par branch head at 
Los Angeles and Myke Lewis, Pa- 
cific Coast district sales manager 
for Par with headquarters in L, A.; 
B. J. McCarthy, RKO exchange 
head, St. Louis, and Louis Ellman, 
former branch mer, there. 

Other defendants, some of whom 
were indicted in the original St. 
Louis action, include Harry M. War- 
ner, Albert M. Warner, Herman 
Starr, Abel Cary Thomas, Gradwell 
Sears, Joseph Bernhard, Maurice 
Silver, Andrew W. Smith, Jr., Clay- 
ton Bond and Roy Haines (all of 


WB); Adolph Zukor, John E. Ot- 
terson, George J. Schaefer, Neil 
Agnew and Charles M. Reagan 


(all of Par); Ned E. Depinet, Jules 
Levy and Cresson E. Smith (all of 
RKO); plus Sam Dembow, Jr., for- 


mer Par theatre executive, now 
with National Screen Service. 
The government's petition § in- 


cludes some interesting figures, in- 
cluding the yalue of the assets, 
capital and resources of the several 
groups named in it. The Warner 
group, as of Aug. 25, 19314, is listed 
at $168,342,026; the Par group as 
of Dec. 31, 1933, $405,604,978 and the 
RKO group as of Dec. 31, 1933, 
$193,290,633. The number of theatres 
opnerated by each group during the 


+ 
r 


American Ballet is beseeching the 
directorate of the Metropolitan 
Opera, N. Y., to unbend and give 
it more attention before this season 
folds. Group is slated for dance 
duties during the spring supplemen- 
tary run, but managership of ballet 
wants things to take on a new turn 
before then. Also next season’s con- 
tract is hanging-fire and has the 
ballet jittery. 

Main squawk raised is about those 
Tuesday nights devoted entirely to 
ballet, which were promised but 
never jelled. Musician’s union de- 
mands for rehearsals, has held this 
up, but even on Sunday nights at 
the weekly concert programs, the 
ballet has been pushed in the back- 
ground, 

Also tepid press attention has the 

Edward M. M. Warburg office yelp- 
ing. Frequently opera reviewers 
have just passed over the dance de- 
partment and let it go atthat. Then 
on top of this, the old-timers have 
steadily cold-shouldered whatever 
the youngsters do on the stage. They 
just won't be sold. 
George Balanchine, director, has 
stuck fairly close to tradition in 
concocting the ballet interludes. In 
most cases, the dancers have had 
to don old costumes from the Met.’s 
antiquated wardrobe. That's a rub, 
too, 

First few weeks had several of the 
young ballerinas nervous to the 
point of exhaustion, pratt-falling on 
the stage and losing their wigs in 
the shuffle. Now they’re gaining in 
self-assurance, 

What's lurking behind this flurry 
is that several other choreographers 
are eyeing the Met. job for next 
season and pulling the well known 
wires. 





CHICAGO TUNING UP 


By Frederick Donaghey 





Alec Templeton may not go back 
to London with Jack Hylton, who 
brought him over for the Standard 
Oil’s weekly broadcast from the 
Civic Theatre. Templeton’s skill on 
the piano has brought to him a spe- 
cial public; and there is no reason 
to think that the young Welshman’s 
being blind has had any real part 
in making his appeal successful. 

Local society is plugging with vim 
for a box-office success for Tem- 
pleton at his March 1 recital in 
Orchestra Hall, . 





Efrem Zimbalist will pick up 
March 5-6 the pair of subscription- 
concerts with the Chicago Sym- 
phony he was scheduled to play in 
Jan. Zimbalist, never regarded 
as ‘good copy’ because of his diffi- 
dence and his seeming chill, all but 
followed his wife, Alma Gluck, into 
complete retirement when she sur- 
prisingly ended her profitable career 
as a recitalist and concert-singer, 
undertaken after her failure to regis- 
ter in opera with the Metropolitan. 


It was assumed that Zimbalist 
would devote himself to composi- 


tion; but as yet he has been repre- 
sented only by the score of an oper- 
etta, ‘Honeydew,’ put on by Joe 
Weber in the old New York Casino. 





Another violinist held by some 
scholars to be great, Bronislaw Hu- 
berman, comes March 1, after years 
of absence, for an Auditorium re- 
cital with Arthur Schnabel, and the 
next day goes out to Winnetka for 
one by himself. Huberman is re- 
garded in Europe as the greatest 
living player of Bach. 





Although founded in 1880, the St. 
Louis Symphony made but one Chi- 
cago appearance un il Feb. 16, when 
Viadimir Golschmann conducted It 
before less than capacity through a 
stiff program, planned seemingly to 
show off the organization's versa- 
tility. Goldschmann used to conduct 
for Pavlowa and the Diaghileff bal- 
let. 





Wallenstein Resigns 


Alfred Wallenstein {!s 
as a member of the board 


resigning 
and first 





period which the petition covers are 


the feature pictures made by major | 
productions over the four past sea- 





SOlis. 


cellist of the Piiinarmonic Sym- 


WRB, 5831; Par, 976 and RKO, 254. | phony to concentrate on radio, He’s 
Another tabulation shows that WBE. | seneral musical chief at WOR, New 
Par and RKO averaged 46% of all | York, and has two classical hours 


now current from that outlet. 
His resignation becomes effective 
at the end of this season. 
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Broadway 





Chris Dunphy back from Florida. 

Max Hart flew to Coast last week. 

Ed Lenihan forced to bed with 
laryngitis. 

Irving Weingart 
strained back. 

Harry Martin, of St. James box- 
office, recovered, 

Arch Selwyn resting in Honolulu 
on doctor's orders. 


home with a 


Victor Moore celebrated 69th 
birthday Monday (24). 
Willard McKay, Universal's chief 


counsel, back from Florida, 
Gabe Hess, of Hays organization, 
to Washingion on legal matters. 


Jan Rubini remaining at the Palm 
Island Casino, Florida, until April 15. 


Duke Wellington looking for a 


house in the country for the sum- 
mer. 

Joe Leone, down with pneumonia, 
taken to Rockefeller Institute Sun- 
day (23). 

Joan Miller fighting a cold, but 


sticking in cast of ‘Lady Precious 
Stream.’ 

Sid Kingsley suddenly decided to 
go to Hollywood, so planed west 
Thursday. 

Gloria Grafton fainted at 
drome Sunday 23) and 
‘Jumbo’ again. 

Jack Mecinerney left his wife and 
baby in Texas on returning from a 
trip down there. 

Thomas G. Sabin, Republican's 
radio chief, to Florida and Nassau 
for a brief vacash. 

Little Palace Bldg. advertising its 
front for outdoor ad space. Lower 
floor offices unrented., 


Hippo- 
out of 





Frank Gillmore due back by boat 
from Coast today. Dorothy Bryant | 
due back this week too, 

be Cohn to pilot ‘At Home 
Abroad’ for the Shuberts when it} 
takes to the road next week. 

Opening of new passageway 
makes entrance possible to Music 
Hall theatre from RCA building. 

A. K. Mills, March of Time pub- 
licity director, returned from sev- 
eral weeks in Nassau and Florida. 

Johnny Hyde and his wife, latter 
recuperating from pneumonia, left 
over the weekend for two weeks in 
Bermuda. 

Blanche Yurka has merely read 
discussed the play, ‘Curtain 
Call,’ but states that she’s not slated 
for it, at least not yet. 

Ardis Smiih, of the Buffalo Times, 
is subbing for Bob Garland, drama 
critic on the World-Telegram, while 
latter is away for two weeks. 

William Goldberg, of the 55th St. 
Playhouse, and Dorothy Spero, of 
the Gaumont-British exchange, got 
hooked a couple weeks ago but kept 
it quiet. 

With Lord & Thomas only a 
month, John Monyhan resigned Sat- 
urday (22), to join Columbia’s home 
office advertising-publicity depart- 
ment, it is understood. 

Charlie BEinfeld, Warner pub-ad 
director, in Florida about a month, 
due back today (Wed.). Harry 
Charnas, WB, theatre operator in 
N. Y., has left for the south. 

Fred Meyers, of the film booking 
end of RKO theatres, will in addi- 
tion to his present duties also su- 
pervise the operation of the RKO 
theatre situation in Rochester and 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

Monster benefit show in New 
York, sponsored by unions of the 
American Federation of Labor, is 
being discussed for silicosis vic- 
tims of TVA project. Show biz 
unions will cooperate in benefit. 

Jack Curtis had $100 on Top Row, 


the winner of the Santa Anita 
handicap Saturday (22). Tip came 
from Gene Denis, psychic, whom 


Curtis and Charlie Allen represent. 
Latter took a chance for five bucks. 

Grace Moore due in from the 
Coast Sunday (1) to start rehearsals 
for her Met Opera appearances on 


March 4 and 12. Both are in ‘La 
Boheme.’ Concert tour follows 
over the key cities, with Europe 
next. 


By Edward de Kurylo 





Rumanian Choir in town. 

Pawel Prokopieni singing in Italy. 

Romana Lucas, 80, solo ballerina, 
died. 

Irena Grodzicka, dancer, soon will 
appear abroad. 

Ewelyne Heepe giving recitation 
of English poetry in Poland. 

Catherine Yarrborough, colored, 
sang part of Aida at the Opera here. 
--Stanislaw Milaszewski, writer, run 
over by an automobile and badly 
hurt. 

Taiko Kiwa, Japanese singer, ap- 
pearing at Opera in ‘Madame But- 
terfly.’ 

Jan Sikorski badly bitten by 
Rumba, lioness at the Circus Stani- 
ewski. 

Ladis Kiepura, brother of Jan, 
also a singer, successful in concerts 
in Germany. 

Lunia Nestor, premiere danseuse, 
may go back to New York some 
time this year. 

Konrad Tom and Zula Pogor- 
zelska, revue actors, had their auto 
auctioned off. 

Antoni Romanowski, ballet master 
for a number of years in Bucharest, 
now back in town. 


Witold Luniewski, stager of 


wee ee 





Municipal Theatre, arrested for 
misappropriating funds. 

Jan Trojanowski, late ballet 
master of Dresden and Berlin, now 
a guest ballet master in Budapest. 

‘August the Strong’ is the title of 
a new German film dealing with the 
life of the late king of Poland and 
Saxony. 

Rumor that next season the local 
Opera will be under the direction 
of Valerian Bierdiayew or Adam 
Dolzycki. ; ? 

Four Soviet artists appearing in 
Poland: Ostrajch, violinist; Ginz- 
burg, pianist; Maksakowa and Buar- 
sowa, singers. 

Dalma-Lukasiewicz, 23, from the 
Warsaw Opera Ballet, and who was 
appearing in Italian pictures, killed 
accidentally in Turin. 

Anna Sten and her husband, Dr. 
Eugene Frenkel, spent a few days 
in Warsaw en route to Lodz, where 
Frenkel’s parents are living. 

Czeslaw Mihler (42), who once 
was a director of Teatr Stanczyk, 
after some arguments, killed his 
manager and commited suicide. 

Igo Sym, who used to act in pic- 
tures, and Hanka Ordon, revue 
artiste, who used to dance in Opera 
ballet under the name of Piestru- 
sinska, off to America. 

Some changes in Radio. Rozycki, 
composer, and Oziminski, orchestra 
conductor, are out. Polish Radio 
does not pay big salaries. Some 
lecturers are getting, for 15 minutés 





talks, at less than $6 and some 
people work free. 

Pola Negri back here. 

Aschinger, Berlin's Child's, opens 


a cabaret. 
Dick Nilson wrestling at the Cir- 
cus Busch. 
Rudolf Walino, Vienna agent, here 
on a booking trip. 

Berlin radio restaurant open again 
after blaze last August. 

Berlin Zoo installing 
cages for wild animals. 

Peggy Taylor booked for Winter- 
garten month of March. 

‘Les Yeux Noirs’ (‘Black Eyes’) 
synchronized in German. 

Circus Jacob Busch doing well at 
Festhalle, Frankfurt-Main. 

Two Pierrotty’s booked for Scala 
month of March 6 on return. 


more open 


Winter arrived, with the Winter 
Olympic Games hurting show biz 
here, 


January business in picture houses 
jumped 20% over figure of same 
month last year. 

Fuiniko Takebayashi, Japanese 
dancer, demonstrating kimonos at 
Japanese Embassy party. 

‘Judengasse’ (‘Jew Lane’) in Dan- 
zig changed into Speichergasse by 
order of Danzig municipality. 

Scala will keep open this year 
without closing month of July as 
usual, on account of Olympic Games; 
so will Wintergarten. 

‘Raindrops,’ tango by Emil Palm, 
words by recently deceased Austrian 
author Joseph Hochleitner, is the 
most played tune in Fatherland. 


Femina, Berlin’s gayest dance 
floor, has three acts for current 
month—Three Dorvils, Neer and 


Delar, and Servera and Tervano. 

Leo Singer impressed by the Four 
Ortons as the Scala and wishing to 
negotiate for America, when in- 
formed that the act just arrived 
from New York. 

Rival Rivel clown-act (brothers of 
Charlie Rivel), styling as _ Polo- 
Rene Rivel Co., have been signed by 
Circus Schumann, Copenhagen, for 
four consecutive months. 

Sarrasani doubling with his Eu- 
ropean section, opened in Blumen- 
feld building, Magdeburg, from main 


Tribuene, small Charlottenburg 
theatre, empty for a long 
taken over by manager Juergen von 
Alten of the Schiller theatre, who 
will run the house as a ‘political 
cabaret.’ 

Longest show in Berlin for one 
throw is vaude performance at Ca- 
row’s Lachbuehne, a_ small-time 
vaude house offering eight acts and 
two sketches nightly, from 8 p. m. 
till 1 a. m. 

Gramophone records may be used 
by German radio without paying any 
fee whatsoever, Berlin court decided 
in long struggle of Lindstroem 
Gramophone Co. for royalties; court 
order to be restricted to musical 
records only, while speeches have to 
be paid for. 

Another ‘tame’ lion act at Wil- 
helmshalle, local vaude and cabaret 
house, after successful experiment 
last month with a lioness performed 
on stage without a cage. New act 
this month has four full-grown lions 
on stage without a cage, presented 
by Clown Rocasimi. 

Schumann theatre, Frankfort- 
Main, goes under the hammer Feb. 
20 by order of town authorities for 
back taxes. House is one of Ger- 
many’s best known and was built in 
1905 by circus director Albert Schu- 
mann, under management of Julius 





Seeth, his brother-in-law, lion 
trainer. 


show of Dresden,. while other part | 
is still traveling in South America. | 


while, | 


London 





Sir Oswald Stoll latest flu vic- 
tim. 

Betty Astell undergoing an opera- 
tion. 

Bobby May due at the Savoy hotel 
in June. 

Henry Sherek now week-ending 
in Paris regularly. 

Gertrude Stein lecturing at 
ford's French Club. 


tenee Houston signed by British 
Lion for three pictures. 

Mrs. N. Jackson, Major Leadlay’s 
assistant, down with ’flu. 

Emily 
Minstinguett show in Paris. 

Sara Seegar staying with sister 
Miriam at St. John’s Wood. 

Maurice Schwartz flew back to 
Poland with some new plays. 

English quadruplets signed up for 
five years by Gaumont-British. 

Sydney Howard and wife enroute 
to South Africa for a holiday. 

Hartley Powers getting ready‘ to 
go to Spain, then to Hollywood. 

Bubbles Stewart and Sisters mak- 
ing test record for Parlophone. 

Chaz Chase opening at Alhambra, 
Paris, March 13, for a fortnight. 

‘Storm in a Teacup’ transferring 
from the Royalty to the Haymarket. 

Felix Ferry off to Paris to look 
for novelties for his coming revue. 

Alfred Hitchcock around again 
after a bad session with his throat. 

Diana Wynyard has a new play, 
but will not produce it before the 
fall. 

Charles Laughton at society wed- 
ding disguised behind Cyrano whis- 
kers, : 

Will Mahoney ‘and his unit back 
at the Holborn Empire after four 
weeks. 

Papa Irwin Dash proud of dauga- 
ter Marjorie'’s ether debut, timed for 
March 11. 

Hap Hazard here for nine weeks, 
but will use English trains instead 
of planing. 


Ox- 


rice Chevalier on a picture deal for 
Concordia. 


employing a permanent staff of 
script writers. 

Capitol Cinema and Kit-Cat fix- 
tures and fittings being disposed of 
by public auction. 

Ramon Novarro did not complete 
his week at the Empire, Glasgow, 
due to indisposition. 

Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore off 
to the Alhambra, Paris; postponed 
Australian trip to July. 

Lawrence Wright running his an- 
nual ball at the Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden, March 4. 

Eddy Pola to do another ‘America 
Calling’ on the air, and lining up a 
special band for March 30. 

Harry Foster now exclusive 
booker for W. Pearce’s Royal the- 
atre, Dublin, a 4,000 seater. 

Reconstructed Prince Edward, 
opening shortly as_ theatre-eatery, 
will be called London Casino. 

Herbert Mason will direct ‘Com- 
mand Performance,’ music - hall 
film to be produced by G-B. 

Karl Junge of the Metropole the- 
atre, Berlin, here to arrange staging 
German musical in West End. 

British Broadcasting Corp. in- 
stalling largest theatre organ in 
the world at St. George’s Hall. 

Marx boys lifted an out-town 
theatre into record business with a 
repertory week of their Par films. 

Marjorie Booth, secretary to John 
Maxwell, married Captain G. A. V. 
Stanley, exec of Greyhound Racing 
Assn. 

Reginald Purdell replaced Steve 
Geray in ‘Tulip Time’ at the Alham- 








bra. Latter is in the new Palace 
show. 
By Milly Bennett 

Mosfilm taking final shots of 


‘Anna,’ new talker with scenario by 
KE. Vinogradov. 

‘The Red Cavalry,’ Soyuztechfilm’s 
new picture, to be released this 
month; directed by A. Bogomolov. 

Lenfilm working on “Gardener.” 
Honored worker of Art C. I. Yutke- 
vich to direct; scenario by A, Kap- 
lar. 

All-Union Newsreel Trust soon to 
release talker newsreel featuring 
the ice-breaker Sadko’s expedition 
to the Arctic. 

Hollywood and the Pathe-Natan 
studios in Paris are featured in the 
section devoted to world cinema at 
the Dom Kino film exhibit in Mos- 
cow. 

Director Romm at work on new 
talker, ‘Thirteen.’ Scenes will be 
shot in Ashkabad and the Kara- 
Kum desert. Honored Artist Kurch- 
koy in leading role. 

Director L. V. Kuleshov filming 
‘Dakhunda,’ first Tajik sound pic- 
ture. Two Tajik actors, Armatov 
and Komarov play, play main roles, 
Double dialog, Russian and Tajik. 

First Soviet animated color car- 
toon to be released this month. Ex- 
perimental group working on col- 





ored animated cartoons has been or- 


| 
Van Losen going into the | 


M. Mitchell conferring with Mau- | 


J. Walter Thompson Agency here | 


ganized by the scientific research 
institute. 

Recent invention by young Soviet 
scientist, Novitski, makes possible 
showing of films in daylight and in 
brightly-lit alls. Basic principle is 
that audience views a mirror in 
which is reflected a screen placed so 
as to be shielded from light. 

Mezhrabpomfilm scheduled to re- 
lease this year: ‘A Voyage Through 
the Ice’ (children’s film), ‘Love's 
Oddities,” comedy, M. Protazanov, 
dir.: ‘The Month of May,’ directed 
by Savchenko; ‘On the Blue Sea,’ 
Barnet, dir.; ‘Gypsy Happiness,’ 
Dirs., E. Schneider and M. Goldblat, 
and ‘Jules Bars,’ adventure film, 
i Dir. V. Schneidorov. 








| Rio de Janeiro 


| National drama, ‘Cidade Mulher,’ 
set for film release shortly. 

Raul Roulien’ started shooting 
his first pic here. No title yet. 

Copacabana Casino dickering for 
American girls, Pinch-hitting pres- 
ently with national talent. 

Urea Casino inaugurates new grill 
with man-sized American’ show. 
Grill doubles former capacity. 

State opera house done over 
official carnival hop, one of 
highlites of the socialite season. 

National pix up and down. ‘Fa- 
zenda Fita,’ St. Paulo musical, 
yanked after four days here, though 
‘Allo, Allo, Carnaval,’ Cinedia-Wal- 
dow effort, into third week and go- 
ing strong. 

Newspaper poll voted ‘Imitation 
of Life’ (U) and ‘Naughty Marietta’ 
(MG) fave pix of 1935. ‘Kid Mil- 
lions’ (UA) and ‘Lives of a Bengal 
Lancer’ (Par) runners-up in popu- 
larity. 

Delong Sisters heading U. S. bill 
lined up for the Atlantico Casino for 


for 
the 


March. Show being handled by Hal 
Sands, will be under the personal 


management of Jimmy § Schure, 
thus making his third trip with 





American talent for Rio. 


Paris 


Bob Stern 





j By 


Bob Ritchie in town. 

Rigoletto Brothers to London, 

Ernest Koenig flying to London. 

Iris Kirkwhite getting booking at 
Bobino, 

Gaby Morlay on two-month tour 
of Egypt. 

Lilian Harvey slightly 
auto accident, 

Paul Schiller spending much of 
his time at the dentist's. 

Albert Spadolini serving 
hetti at his cocktail party . 

United Artists giving press cock- 
tail party for Rene Clair. 

Curtis Melnitz busy on exploita- 
tion of Korda films in Paris. 

Dorothy Stevens having date at 
Fouquets with big shot from Berlin. 

Steve Passeur’s ‘Witness’ folding 
at the Oeuvre after 60 perform- 
ances, 

Sidell Sisters featured in Alcazar 
advertising as ‘stars of the Ziegfeld 
Follies.’ 

Con Colleano throwing a quiet 
party in cafe next door to the Al- 
hambra, 

Louis Jouvet delivering lecture at 
Annales on troubles of a theatrical 
manager. 

Norman Perdue and the Mrs. 
celebrating their ninth wedding an- 
niversary. 

Beatrice Wanger (Nadja, the 
dancer, and Walter's sister) back in 
Paris again. 

Stephen Zweig in Paris to 
at shooting of film 
story, ‘Fear.’ 

Yvonne Ducos of the Comedie 
Francaise hurt in a taxi crash on 
way to work. 

Peggy Taylor expecting partners, 
old and new, from America to re- 
construct her act. 

Henry Bernstein to London for 
opening there of his ‘Hope,’ last 
year’s Paris legit hit. 

Harry Baur to play the lead in 
Ivan Noe’s piece ‘Christian’ at the 
Varicties next season. 

Agosto Genina, Italian film pro- 
ducer, telling of plans to make pic- 
ture with Beniamino Gigii., 

Theatre Sarah Bernhardt reopen- 
ing Feb. 15 with ‘Monsieur Bever- 
a4 by Louis Verneuil and Georges 
scrT, 

Andre Luguet and Suzy Prim set 
to do radio sketch on Lord & 
Thomas Cadum half-hour’ from 
Poste Parisien. 

Maurice Chevalier coming over 
from London for a benefit at the 
Medrano in behalf of widow of the 
late clown Antonet. 

Ann Pope (Glenn’s sister) get- 
ting offer from Noel Noel to ap- 
pear in French film with him, when 
her French is good enough. 

Two American infant violin prodi- 
gies, Roland Gundry and Veda 
Reynolds, playing at the Salle 
Gaveau under Alfred Lyons’ au- 
spices. 

Alerme suing Marie Bell as di- 
rectress of Ambassadeurs theatre, 
for $2,600, on theory that she owes 
him 66 days’ work because of early 


hurt in 


spag- 


look 
based on his 





Hollywood 


Walter Lang off on China vacash, 

Henry Henigson bitten by golf 
bug. 
Sowme Haight called east. Dad 
Sick, 

Mark Sandrich hag gone to Ha. 
waii. 

Clarence Brown east to 
plays. 

Ralph Wheelright wants a power 
cruiser, 


Jane Withers opening p. a. tour in 
Chicago. 

Charles Winninger jolted knee cap 
cancing. 

Ralph 
March 1. 

Arch Reeve’s son, Robert, pricing 
baby cabs, 

Claude Binyon out of Santa Mon- 





scout 


Bellamy starts p.a, tour 


ica hospital. 

Rudy Vallee’s pater making 
studio rounds. 

Queenie Smith vacationing in 


Palm Springs. 

Albert Levoys, newly wedded, en 
route to Honolulu. 

Leuise Beavers 
eastern p. a. trek. 

Pierre Collings and Samuel §, 
Hinds flu victims. 

Ralph Staub fully recovered from 
10-minute operation. 

Screen Dancers benefit ball at 
Ambassador April 14. 

Sybil Jason recovered from illness 
and back at Warners. 

Mark Kelly entertaining 
Corum, or vice versa. 

George Watson, formerly of Club 
Richman, in for pic try. 

Jane Froman checked in at War- 
ners after N. Y. sojourn. 

Helene Costello and Monroe Ows- 
ley framing act for tour. 

Warren William and wife eyeing 
New Orleans Mardi Gras. 

Hall Johnson’s Negro choir set 
into Paramount March 25. 

Third annual jambo -of Warner 
club drew overflow crowd. 

Joe E. Brown laid up for five 
days with bronchial trouble, 

Shirley Ross and Bette Davis 
prepping for Honolulu trip. 

Michael Curtiz hunting location 
for ‘Light Brigade’ garrison. 

Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur 
Freed to N. Y. to ogle shows, 


returned from 


Bill 





| 


Mervyn LeRoy figures to shove 
off for Europe around March 15, 
Doreen Stephens, of Myron Selz- 
nick’s London office, i. for visit. 
Warner lot entertained Noble 
Kizer, football coach at Purdue. 
Art MacArthur joined hole-in-one 
club, making his ace at Bel-Air. 
Senjamin V. Smith,  scenarist, 
asked to be adjudged bankrupt. 
Max Bradfield joined staff of Doe 
Howe, Fanchon & Marco booker. 
Dashing off poetry under assumed 
name gives Joan Bennett a thrill. 
Mel Abbott joined Sid Rogell, 
Radio studio manager, as assistant. 
Bill Brown celebrating seventh 
year at Warners Hollywood theatre. 
Hugo Reisenfeld’s daughter has 
spot in ‘Dancing Pirate’ at Pioneer. 
Sam Wood directing ‘The Un- 
guarded Hour’ with patch over glim, 
George Ward handling Fanchon & 
Marco advertising and exploitation. 


A. W. Smith, Warners district 
sales manager, in town for product 
talk. 


Marquis de Veyrac, Paris lighting 
expert, o.o."ing electrical outlay at 
Metro. 

Ben Holmes vacated his bed at 
Holiywood hospital after’ three 
weeks. 

Fred Astaire rehearsing four new 


routines for Radio’s ‘Never Gonna 
Dance.’ 

T. Roy Hunt, Radio camerman, 
heavy land owner near Muscle 
Shoals, m 

New pic moniker for Harry 


Ueberroth, Broadway actor, is Alan 
Curtis. 

Joan Blondell taking young son 
up to mountains for first glimpse 
of snow. 

Anton Litvak, European director, 
barged in for duty with Walter 
Wanger. 

Sam Katz, Sid 
McGowan en 
fortnight rest. 

William Wyler east to swap views 
with Sidney Howard on ‘Dodsworth,’ 
sereen version. 

George Dembow, general man- 
ager of National Screen Service, in 
for 10-day stay. 

Cliff Work dashed down from 
Frisco to attend the Alexander 
2antages burial. 

Steffi Duna’s sprained ankle held 


Silvers and Jack 
route to Panama for 


up dance sequence in Pioneer's 
‘Dancing Pirate.’ 
Chuck Riesner listed debts of 


$3,924 and assets of $2,785 in bank- 
ruptcy schedule. 

Eddie G. Cooke, vet legit mer., 
left for New York to o.o. the field for 
possible location. 

Roger Imhof and wife. Marcelle 
Coreen, took their old vaude skit 
for radio airing, 

M, M. Cole, tune publisher, wrote 
clef designs for Gene Autry on 
Brown Derby tablecloth. 

Maude Allan, dancer, here for try 
at pix, breakfasted by WNationai 
Federation of Music clubs. 
Pickford-Lasky'’s ‘One Rainy Af- 
ternoon’ set has 3,000 feet of syn- 
thetic ice for hockey sequence. 
Regis Toomey, on forthcoming 
eastern p. a. tour, will use skits 
penned by James Burke, actor. 
Jesse Smith, onetime producer fo: 





folding of ‘Prisoner’ play last year. 


(Continued on page 69) 
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1 Moscow to N. Y., working here for Crowds at ‘Top Hat’ (RKO) Fort Ronning, who went to Publix as as- | fifth It was estimated that rer |v , ve Ba 
t. the Palestine Post protem. Clayton theatre. Pr ly aS ’ men.ane ; ‘ 7s co " Artem years until local authorities closed 
h Dr. Michael Landau, one-time Ru- Balboa Pool will stage ‘Nep- | : ste , $35 +i Ww . m4 get aa ae’ oo everything up tight. No attempt 
2. manian Parliament member, pulled tune’s Court.’ : on t ais event a one, with at — is made by Redondo Beach authori- 
s in after touring that country on be-|  Goot of Panama is looking into New Haven another $200,000 with the bookies. | ties to interfere with the wide open 
-, half of Palestine’s Habimah theatre. ge Peeps Night business. The picture mob, which has been | pjay, Municipality drags down a 
> Now Paiestins Cinemas Cireett hes Pham Rg reget passed By Harold M. Bone hobnobbing with the _Vanderbilts hefty license fee, the residents of 
. acquired the two largest houses in| °";, 5 ec Bho a aeragguer soy riots anattl aah and Whitneys socially, went for | the resort take the amusement zone 
4 Jerusalem and snooping around for], 0's *40!)rook, champ swimmer, Frigid spell denting nite spots. plenty of coin betting on Discovery, a tt f fact; t , 
4 more, Everything theatrical 1s|!8 Ome of the local Red, White and| Eddie Duchin set for Yale Prom.|the Aa, G, Vanderbilt entry, at 3 ne EBACE : m4 ; patrons are 
t Jewish owned im this country Blue troupe. Chas. Mahoney out as local p. a. : given a run for their dough and 
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¢ Clo,’ ‘Escape Me Never’ (UA). ‘Mid-| Johnnie Stoeffel, divorced husband| Paramount organist Eddie | plunged at any U. 8S, track on a tes a 
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Norman Pyle down in Virginny 
pD.a.ing small-town personals being 
made by Nelson Eddy. 

Ted Routson strapped up with 
braces because of internal ailment. 
Slated for an operation. 

Walter Roles around as avant 
eourier for Mike Todd's unit, Bring | 





Daily Times ski jump promotional | 
stunt at Soldiers Field played to 
30,000 people. 

Warren Brown off to California 


j}and the spring training camps of the! 
| Herald-lxaminer. 























Herb Elder has been given the 


| okay for two meals in the dining- 
| 
room, 


«Elaine Bricknell, here nursing her 
sister, Mrs. Bob Merrick, who has 


| been in the General Hospital here 




















them from enforcing order. Judge 
|O'Malley disagreed with the city's 
jcontention that the presence of 
|} women at bars was disorderly and 
|said regulatica, fostered by Ander- 


s0n, was unnecessarily discrimin_- 














Mr. and Mrs, DeBenneville Pel! 
|} son, in Philadelphia, Feb, 19. Father 
lis Bert Bell, former Penn foothall 
| Star and now president of Philadel. 


| phia Fagles, pro grid team. Mother 
is former Frances Upton, musical 


on the Dames,’ due next week at the Minnea olis for the pi st two months. tory and beyond the Excise Com- | comedy actress. 

Century. p Doris Gascoigne celebrated an- | missioner’s legal power | Mr. and Mrs. George Bagnall, son, 
lnzy fappaport had scarcely got By Les Rees ; other birthday this week. | - | Feb. 18 in Hollywood. Father is 
yack from six weeks’ visit to Coast i aaa Hannah (Metro) Zimmerman executive of Paramount studio. 
when the chill here got to him and | M t Ive ‘ j the R 1} down With a slight cold thi: WCCK MARRIAGES Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Finn, daug 

} > ‘ ; . re “C1 I ves }< Loe t : af 4 : , 
fe ted Pine done tea “4 see Quer sees join i public | Ditto Joh } Louden. | wiveitesit - auenas aed a ter, Feb. 21, in Los Angeles. Father 
! * the . } we h «] Eddie Ruber and the missus off About 20 patients have taker ee ae te Sey ager a le —— ae a@*ginianit auditor at Metro, 
nc, the Ad Club annual show last aure 2 n apurre ; , ve , Warren Hymer, picture actor, Feb. | Mr . ete = — 
Saturday (15) night. Bill Saxton, } to New York, aps u on t ie” he thet Riad } Mr. and Mrs. Eric Alden, daugh- 
Loew's city manager, assembled the | Bill Grant snowbound at Orton- |! Carnes J dati (a ! ! ae ee es iter, Feb, 20, in Los Angeles. Father 
show, : ville, Minn., for three days. results e gratifying Ella Arnold, Republic studio sec- jis film and stage actor. 

Since lioness broke from stake | Second six-day bike race of cur- Bob \fi ick ai €Very day | retary, to Albert Levoy. producer at Mr. and Mrs. Sam Wren, twins, 
Into audience, scratched a boy and Peas oo er een ~shrnny visitor to the bedside of his wife, | Same plant, Feb. 17, in Los Angeles. ' daughter and son, Feb. 22, in Hol- 
‘ ! “i "oe a =i « ° c eae =" . 7 . ‘ . , , / 
ak hanes ae Galeioa keener pene “ ie or simntaiiine with SA Dorot ae 10 is at the General Anne Thompson to Charles Gor- lywood, Father is stage and screen 
t heneeforth wants no more ‘un-| for the Chaplin film. Hospital here man, Universal makeup artists = tor. Mother is Virginia Sale, pic- 


amed’ animal acts. ' 


Lvwis Abrams, daughter of Morrie, 


Write those you know at Saranac.| Feb. 25, in Los Angeles, 


‘ture actress, 
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Brito’s Rumba Bad 


Village Barn 


— — i enon 
SS | A eg te ee ee a at ee ee at eet PP be. Bill N W k 
East } 1; s Next Wee 
7 ws From the Dailies " (Gibliotnk tiem yes 0 
Alfredo Salmaggi charters the Ne S p wae ) 
: - : : s P ; 3 . Tony’s Manya & Drigo 

Hollywood theatre, N. Y., from This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as published during the week in the Restetes Ser Brit's Rumt 

T 7 4 . . . és P a . : P ° own es re 
¥ tenes and will start grand op. daily papers of New York, Chicago, San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no Or ange 

opel credit for these news items; each has been rewrilten from a daily paper. Brook 2 A ta 


Ed Wynn announces he has a new 


play he hopes they'll like’ better 
than they did ‘Takat.’ Early pro- 
duction, 

Widow of the late John. Charles 


Mills, of the Four Mills Bros., filed 
his will in the Surrogate's Court, N. 
Y., last week, Estate approximates 
$4,000. 

Community music schools cam- 
paign for $150,000 announces it has 
$50,307. 

Federal jury in Brooklyn awarded 
local law firm $4,197 in its suit 
against John Ringling, circus man. 
Ringling contended he did not en- 
gage the services of the firm. 

Leonard Sillman forms ‘New 
Voices and Faces’ to develop talent 
for stage, screen and radio. Also to 
stage revue, ‘New Faces of 1936.’ 

Professional players doing ‘10 
Nights in a Bar Room’ in basement 
of Union Church, N. ¥. No admis- 
sion, but a collection taken up. Not 
a PWA, but done by actors trying 
to keep off the dole. 

Craig Ward replaced Seth Arn- 
old at the premiere of ‘The Devil of 
Pei-Ling.’ Arnold broke his arm on 
the ice. 

Philip Johnson held up the open- 
ing of ‘Mainly for Lovers.’ Had an 
infected lip and unable to take slap 
on the kisser the part calls for. 

Philly court issues three more in- 
junctions on application of Fred 
Waring. Rumanian Restaurant and 
Studio Ballroom, Inc., enjoined from 
using Waring records commercial- 
ly, and Robinson Recording Lab to 
stop making them. 

Atlantic Coast section of Society 
of M. P. engineers given the low- 


down on a new sound recording 
system last Wednesday. To use 
only the violet rays on the sound 


track. Claimed it filters out 
traneous noises. 

Police ballyhooing the town with 
a traveling van which includes a 
dummy auto wheel and pedals to 
test reactions to the traffic lights. 
Pass out printed matter after 
crowds are attracted. Played to 
standing room inthe Square. Parked 
in the north triangle. 

Theatre of Action, which staged 
‘The Young Go First,’ to make a 
one-nighter of ‘The Crime’ for the 
benefit of the New Theatre League 
March 1 at the Civic Rep. 

Freddie Bartholomew 
with his aunt. 


Federal Judge William Bondy on 


ex- 


in town 












Thursday fined William Fox $235,- 
082.03 for contempt in failure to ap- 
pear in supplementary proceedings 
as ordered. Fine will be paid to 
the Capital Co., California concern, 
as rent for a San Francisco theatre. 
Former film man also ordered to 
pay 310,000 to Cravath, De Gersfiff, 


Swaine & Wood, attorneys, for 
costs. Issued a warrant for his ar- 
rest and detention in custody until 


he pays both sums. Fox’s attorney, 
Daniel G. Rosenblatt, read an affi- 
davit in which Fox states he is in 
Atlantic City by his doctor’s orders 
and cannot come to N. Y. Adds he 
paid the theatre company several 
thousand dollars in excess of its 
claims. Plaintiff's counsel declares 
the firm has been unable to locate 
$15,000,000 paid Fox when he quit 
Fox Films. 

Irina, dancer in the Ballet Russe, 
eloped with Col. W. de Basil's secre- 
tary, Gerald Sevastianov. 

‘The Passionate Guests’ 
next season, Norman C. 


off until 
Pinkus de- 


cides. Needs more revision. 

Edward Roberts and Frank Ca- 
vett, who wrote ‘Forsaking All 
Others,’ calling thei new one 
‘Honey Child.’ 

PWA troupe was supposed to 
give ‘Schooldays’ in Stuyvesant 
high school last week. Units are 
numbered and the school got 4-A 
instead of 3-A. And 4-A was ‘Par- 
isian Nights,’ too much Minsky for 
the teachers, though the kids 


seemed to enjoy it. 

A federal grand jury 
to indict Caleb Jones 
for kidnapping himself. Staged as 
a publicity stunt to help him get 
a job as actor. He wrote a ransom 
letter to his grandfather and was 
charged with attempted extortion 
when the fake was exposed. 

Suit of Florence Walton against 
Frederick H. Prince, Sr., transferred 
from N. Y. supreme court to federal 
court last week on the ground of 
diversity of jurisdiction. Suit is for 
$100,000 based on his refusal to 
purchase her autobiography to re- 
compense her for losses on stock 
bought on his guarantee. Maurice’s 


has refused 
Milne, 4th, 





former wife and partner says a 
‘father and daughter’ relationship 
existed between herself and the 
Chicago industrialist for 23 years. 

Mary Sargent,- John seal, Dr. 


Hsiung and Helen Craig the speak- 
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PARAMOUNT.iixic: 


Sylvia Sidney - Fred MacMurray and 
Henry Fonda in 
“THE TRAIL OF THE 
LONESOME PINE” 
ON THE STAGE: 
His Orchestra, 





Eddie Duchin and 
with Pickens Sisters. 
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‘The MUSIC GOES ’ROUND’ 
with HARRY RICHMAN 


—Coming— 
Jean Harlow, 


Clark Gable, Myrna Loy 
in “WIFE vs. SECRETARY” 
A Columbia Secret 








4th SMASHING WEEK 
CHARLIE CHAPLIN 


“MODERN TIMES” 
RIVOLI 


Continuous trom 8.30 A.M.—Midnite Shows 
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Jean HARLOW 
in “RIFF RAFF” 
VAUDEVIELE 
DAVE APOLLON REVUE 


Coming Friday 
“ROSE MARIE” 
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7th Av. & 50th St. ) Screen. . 


JAMES DUNN 


SALLY EILERS 
ALL « TO 
snazeee 1P.a. 





PERSONAL” 
Stage ... 

MAJOR BOWES 

Radio Amateurs 
Unit 1 - IN PERSON 


“DON’T GET 














RaAnIO 
cITy 


MUSIC HALL 


50th Street and 6th Avenue 
Fred ASTAIRE, Ginger ROGERS 


in 
“FOLLOW THE FLEET” 
Music and tyrics by Irving Berlin 
Au RKO Rado Picture 


On th» Great Stage: ‘'2036.'" Russell Mark- 
ert’s diverting preview of the future, in four 
ceenes, with Music Hall cast. Symphony Orch. 











TRAN 


Warner 
matic 
AM A 


B’WAY 
& 47TH 
Bros.’ most dra- 


revelation since “I 
FUGITIVE” .. 





| ~ AGIN’ BETTING 


Va., Feb. 25. 


| Norfolk. 


protest. 


Measure has passed house and 


“ROAD GANG’ 
| 25ctolp.n | 


ers at the Theatre Assembly at the 
Astor hotel Friday (21). 

Howard S. Cullman, receiver for 
the Roxy, reports to the court a 
14% rise in attendance from June 
13, 1935 to Jan. 2, '36. In the 29 
weeks the house showed a profit 
of $111,355 before interest on funded 
indebtedness, arrears on taxes and 
depreciation. 

Doc Cook breaks in again. Asks 
National Geographic Society to con- 
firm his claims as discoverer of the 
north pole. 


Plymouth, Mass., objected to An- 
derson’s ‘Valley Forge’ as done by 
PWA players and play has been 


withdrawn. Objects to the profanity 
and the camp followers. 

Vinton Freedley through 
season and off to Nassau. 

Arturo Toscanini denies he will 
conduct a radio symphony orch 
for British Broadcasting following 
his season here. Has no plans, ex- 
cept for Salzburg, which he regards 
as a moral obligation. 


for the 


Films being used by srooklyn 
museum in connection with a tex- 
ltile and fine arts show. Celluloid 


illustrates technical processes. 

Rev. C. Everett Wagner, of Union 
church, N. Y., makes newspaper 
appeal for clothing for needy actors. 


Jack Blue readying a kid stage 
unit. It was one of his shows 


which brought Ruby Keeler to the 
iore. 

Reginald Bach, director of ‘Love 
on the Dole,’ took over Dodson 
Mitchell’s role when Mitchell was 
put out of cast by eye injury. 

That rocket plane made an al- 
legedly successful flight - Sunday 
23). Skidded across the ice at 
Greenwood Lake, but did not reach 
the other shore. Plane wrecked. 

Mark Hellinger picks his first, 
‘London Legend,’ for fall produc- 
tion. Has three authors. 

Bright day brought 200,000 to 
Coney Island Sunday (23) accord- 
ing to a police estimate. 

Three bandits’ visited Keith’s 
Boston Sunday night (23) and got 
away with $12,800, the weekend re- 
ceipts. Made their getaway safely. 
Banks were closed Saturday, so no 
deposits could be made. 

Columbia University players to do 
a modern version of ‘Macbeth.’ To 
stress the psychological angle with- 
out changing the original text. 

Sidney Harmon plans an early 
production of ‘Lost Fantasy,’ by 
Ira Genet and Georgette Carneal. 

WPA and stage hands settle dis- 


putes. To get $103.40 monthly in 
N. Y¥. for 96 hours’ work. Sliding 


scale on the road to meet varying 
conditions. 

Joseph Schuster to be first ’cello 
in the N. Y. Philharmonic Sym- 
phony. Replaces Alfred Wallen- 
stein, who is retiring. 

Treasurers’ Club gets $10,000 more 
to treasure. Benefit last Sunday. 

Sunday skiiers on West Shore 
held up about three hours when a 
drawbridge near Ridgefield Park 
was plugged by a grounded oil 
barge. 

Walter Johnson tossed three silver 
dollars across the Rappahannock, 
where George Washington was re- 
puted to have tossed a single coin. 
Two landed, a third hitting a pier. 
Congressman Sol Bloom bet 20-1 it 
couldn’t be done. 


Elsie Gay, picture actress, sued 
by her father’s estate for monies 
advanced her. She never openly 


claimed her relationship on account 
of family complications. Her suit 
to gain a share of the estate will 
come into the Suffolk Surrogate’s 
court April 6. 

Eleanor Samuels Winston lost a 
claim for alimony before Justice 
McGeehan when her husband argued 
she would not cook and that their 
first month's gas bill ran only 24 
cents, 

Two newspapermen, 
ing the motor driving gadget now 
in circulation, proved more speedy 
in reacting to signals after each 
drink up to the fourth. College 
boys, on the other hand, were 
slower after each drink, Which 
| may prove something. 

Cops and firemen had a 
Orange. Three members 
N. J. Aleoholic Board of 
closed the bar. 

Chinese Ambassador, Dr. Sze, saw 
his daughter's performance in ‘Lady 
Precious Stream’ last 
Went backstage after the show. 

Department store using old 
pix this week as a trade 
| Features an old newsreel. 
| War veterans in WPA 
| project organizing to fight 
| invasion of communists. 


demonstrat- 





ball in 
of the 
Control 





. 
Sep 


£ a 
Foy 


;} ernment funds being used to further | 


|red propaganda. 


Haiti, coastwise liner. in with a 


Benefit of fewish Theatrical Guild 


oeniiochie aoa _-.-. | story of passing through 20 miles 
ae ee oe warpath over parl- | of dead fish. Presumably victims 
| mutuel betting bill, now pending in| of the cold wave. 

| state legislature. Tidewater Minis- | Doz seller in Times Sa. fined $2 
| terial Union in session Feb. 17,| Monday because he wore an over- 
Foe peepee Va., fired vocal salvos | coat and the nooches didnot. Com- 
pone sent delegation to Richmond to | pleint of SPCA. 

| 

| 

| 


only waits o. k. of senate, 


| moved over to April 5. Had becn 
set for March 8. 
j Federal judge tn Poston refuses | 


EE PES. PE RRS teh tet bet tet tet et et et fer lt ete et aoe et et eet epee tt ted tet Fb 





Saturday. | 


time 
getter. 
} 


theatre | 
asserted | 





application for an injunction to re- 
strain banning performance of 
‘Children’s Hour’ there. Says it has 
not yet been banned, so he cannot 
act. 

Met Op issuing ballots to audi- 
ences to permit votes on operas to 
be selected. 

‘Lady Precious Stream’ 
to the 49th St. Booth 
Aloes’ booked. 

Francis Bosworth, author of 
‘Fields Beyond,’ spoke to the The- 
atre Club yesterday (Tuesday). 

Doris Dudley back in cast of ‘End 
of Summer’ following second hos- 
pitalization. Played Monday. 

Central Park Casino to be closed 
and court puts Dieppe Corp. into 
liquidation, Must be shut by 
March 20. 

Anne Nichols’ ‘The Week End’ to 
tryout at Princeton, March 19. Wil- 


to 
had 


move 
‘Sweet 





mington, Baltmore and Newark to 
follow. 
Coast 

Suicide attempted in L. A. hotel 
by Mrs. Adolph Rivers, wife of 
nitery entertainer, because of jeal- 
ousy. 

Suit for divorce filed in I. A. 
by Maxine Reiner, screen actress, 


against Joseph Myerson, merchant. 


Brass Rail Cafe on Hollywood 
Boulevard robbed of $500 by lone 
bandit. 


Divorce granted Bonnie Bannon, 
screen actress, from Charles Faye, 
brother of Alice Faye, in L. A. 

Amateur bike race from L. A. to 
San Diego Exposition latest exploit- 
ation stunt to hop up biz. 

Robert E. Reel, film actor, 
for divorce in L. A. 

Jean Rogers, film actress, will 
marry Jimmy Wallington, radio an- 
nouncer, early in May, she an- 
nounced in Hollywood. 

L. A. court approved Jean 
er’s contract with Metro, 
for $500 weekly with 
$2,000. 

Intention 
Basil 
Ellis. 


sued 


Park- 
calling 
options to 


seek divorce from 
Sydney admitted by Mary 
She says she will establish 
Reno residence on completing 
‘Brazen’ for Walter Wanger. 
Divorce filed in L. A. by Car- 
men Saucedo, 15-year-old mother 
and screen actress, against Edward 
Suacedo, who filed cross complaint. 
Herbert Stothart, musical direc- 
tor at Metro, named in $9,075 dam- 
age suit filed in L. A. following 
auto crash, 
Testifying 


to 


that he was drunk 
when -he married her, Frank P. 
Toce, theatrical manager, granted 
divorce in L. A. from Mrs. Helen 
Creighton Kennedy, reputed wealthy 
widow. 

Clover Club in Hollywood and 
Dunes in Palm Springs denied liquor 
licenses by State Board of Equaliz- 
ation. Clover Club turned down be- 
cause not regarded as bona fide club, 
and Dunes held not operating in 
interest of public welfare. 

Mae Clarke and Dr. Frank Nolan 
filed notice of intention to wed in 
L. A. 

Oakland doctors gave William H. 
Lea (Cho Cho, the circus clown) 
even chance to survive leg amputa- 
tion. 

Court permission asked by Ann 
Harling to take her seven-year-old 
daughter abroad. Divorce ruling 
gave Harry Bannister, the child's 
father, part time custody of child. 

Suit for divorce filed in L. A. 
against Rex Ingram, ‘De Lawd’ of 
‘Green Pastures.’ 

Puppet show latest unit added to 
San Francisco WPA project. 

Wife of Max Factor seriously in- 
jured in auto crash in L. A. Factor 
recovering from injuries received in 
similar accident several weeks ago. 

Iris Adrian granted divorce in 
L. A. from Charles Henry Over, Jr. 

L. A. court granted Roy Keown, 
accomplice in ‘Bank Night’ fraud 
which sent one man to prison for 
one to 20 years, probation for his 
part in the conspiracy. Three others 
up for probation. 

Buster Keaton 
for doing 70 in 
ignoring signal. 

George Weil, studio decorator who 
went berserk and shot two cops, 
killing one, died in General Hospital. 


pinched in Tl. A. 
20-miie zone and 
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INCLUDING SUNDAY 
6:30 P M10 4 AM. 


No Cover Charge 
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iffy | 


Music by the cele. 
brated orchestros of 


ae CASINO 


and 
VINCENT TRAVERS BAUM. VLE 1th) te 


| 
} 


| 
| 


Ann Kennedy 
Barbara LaPorte 
Gordon Davis 
Chubby Smith 


Thomashefsky’s 


Harry Littman Ore 

Ches Doherty Rev 
Ubangi | 

Gladys Bentley Rev 

Pearl Baines 

Ray White 

3 Melody Matids 

Avon Long 

Hot Foot Watson 

Lucky Sis 

3 Lang Sis 

Edna Mae Holly 

Ken & Ben 

Willie Bryant Ore 
Versailles 

Lucienne Boyer 


Bismarck Hotel 
Phil LeVant Ore 
Blackhawk 


Will Osborne Ore 
Dick & Dot Rogers 
Chez Paree 

Lillian Roth 
Benny Fields 
Johnny Welle 
Milton Berle 
Kay Picture 
G&N Romaft 
Henry Busse Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
DeMarcos 
Anna Fulton 
Kavelin Ore 


Continental Room 
(Stevens Hotel) 

Larry Blake 

Sonya & Romero 

2 Ejileens 

Harry Sosnik 

College inn 

Mary Ann Hewes 

Evelyn Chandler 

George Olsen 

Ethel Shutta 

Colosimo’s 

Mae Brown 

‘Chiquita’ 

Faith Bacon 

Elai Hixon 

Lydia Harris 

Don Enrico 

Duvall & Tregg 

Bob ‘Tinsleys Oro 
Congress Hotel 
(Urban Room) 

Benny Goodman 


Ore 


Helen Ward 
Gene Kruppa 
Leon & Mace 


Art Barnett 


Club Alabam 
Elliott Sis 
Anthony Marks 
LeMarge Sis 
Effie Burton 
Ginger Woods 
Art Williams 

Club Minuet 
Norman Nasarr 
Helen Ingres 
Gloria Sharpe 
Helen Holmes 
Adelinna Dossena 
Lew Sales Orc 

Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Jack Hylton 
Pat O'Malley 
Magda Neeld 
Peggy Dell 
Alec Templeton 
Effie Atherton 
Clive Erard 


Kirk & Lawrence 
Mildred Bragdon 
Collette & Barry 
Milton Mann Ore 


Village Nut Club 
Riviera Boys 
Lou Raymond 
Iris Ray 

Dickie Wells 
Kenny Watts 
Shim Sham Rev 

Wivel 

Marianne 
Ernie Maran 
Boring & Lazar 
Betty Bear 
Baron Gyldenkorn 
Naina Kinova 
Frank LaSalle Ore 
Bob Lee 
Wynne Rolph 





CHICAGO 


Merry Macs 
Freddy Schweitzer 
Georgie Lyons 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


G Stevens & Bear 
Holly Harris 
3 Kays 
Ronnie Mansfield 
Shirley Lloyd 
Beverly Kirk 
‘Fuzzy’ Combs 
Herbie Kay Ore 
Hi-Hat 
Mary Stone 
3 Andrew Sis 
Roddy 2 
Harry Stevens 
Helen Carol 
Anita Boyer 
Syd Lang Ore 
Paddeck Club 
Bernard & Henrie 
Joyce Finley 
Mary Stone 
Benny Strong 
Nelle Nelson 
Jess Johnson Ore 


Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 
Lime 3 
Harald & Lola 
George A Martin 
Freddy Zay 
Embassy 4 
Bob Mascagno 
Ted Weems Oro 

Rainbo-Casino 
Alta Warshawski 
Sanne & Loomis 
Richard Ware 
Woods & Bray 


Carlton Kelsey Ore 
Royale Frolics 

Dolly Kay 

Henri Lishon 

Nell Kelly 

Rarbara McDonald 

Sid Tomack 

Pritchard & Lord 


Terrace Gardens 
(Hotel Morrison) 
Little Jack Little O 
Rosalean & Seville 

Kings Jesters 
Lyda Sue 
Tito Coral 
Rudy Bale 
885 Club 
Eddie Rickard 
The Dictators 
Leslie Gold & & 
Via Lago 
‘Pep’ Smith 
Stefane & Serena 
Flo Tennison 
Billy Tripp 
Mona & Marvia 
Lucille Shearer 





Sol Wagner Ore 





Week of 
"Jolly 


‘Night 


‘Vanity Fair’ 
‘Ann Corio 
Howard, Boston. 
‘Novelties of 
‘High 
‘Smart 
Mon. and Tues.; 
City, Pa.. Wed; Ma 
Pa., Thurs.; Orpheu: 
and Sat, 


Girls’—Gayety, 
‘Flying High’—Troc, 
Birds’—Republic, 
‘Ginger Snaps’—Werba’'s, 
—~Hudson, 
‘Modes & Models’—Variety, Pittsburgn. 
and Her Girls 


1936° 
Jinks’—Gay 
Set’'—Lyric, 
New 
jestic, 


Independent Burlesque 


March 1 
Baltimore. 
Philadelphia, 
me ae Ge 
Brooklyn, 
Union City. 


in Blue’— 


Newark. 
Washington. 

Allentown, Pa., 
Fam, Mahanoy 
Williamsport, 
n, Reading, Pa., Fri. 
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OBITUARIES 


LENNOX PAWLE 
Lennox Pawle, 63, English stage 


star, died ‘suddenly at the Good 
Samaritan Hospital, Hollywood, 


Feb. 22 following an internal hemor- 
rhage. He had been in Hullywood 
for the past year, having’ been 
prought there by David Selznick for 
‘David Copperfield.” His last screen 
appearance was in ‘Sylvia Scarlett.’ 

Pawle’s stage career started in 
England in 1890. He came to this 
country to be featured -in ‘Pomander 
Walk’ in 1910. Later he played in a 
number ‘of Shubert musicals. Re- 
cently he was seen in “The Spider,’ 
‘““ollision’ ard ‘Simple Simon’ 

He is survived by a daughter, liv- 
ing in New York. “Burial will be in 
Holly wood. 


FLORENCE SMITHSON 

Florence Smithson, 51, light opera 
and musical comedy star, died in 
Cardiff, Feb.° 11, following serious 
operation, 

Starting under he. father’s man- 
agement, deceased starred in his 
opera companies at 16, then toured 
Galeffi’s Opera Co. 

under management of 

Courtneidge, for whom she 
‘The [Te Moon,’ ‘The 

‘Tom Jones,’ ‘The 
She toured Australia 
Africa, and of recent 


with 
coming 
Robert 
appeared in 
Dairymaids,’ 
Arcadians.’ 
and South 


years devoted her attention to the | 


variety stage and pantomime, 





EDWARD C. BERGER 

Edward C. Berger, 67, who re- 
tired five years ago after an active 
career in the outdoor amusement 
field, died Feb. 14 in Columbia hos- 
pital, Wilkinsburg, Pa. Death was 
caused by a heart ailment after an 
illness of several months. 

He was born in Pittsburgh, and 
operated umusement .eatures -in 
amusement parks in sections 
side of Pittsburgh. He also operated 
an amusement park in Richmond, 
Va., for 15 years, returning to Pitts- 
burgh about seven years ago. 

He leaves two brothers and two 
sisters.. Interment locally. 

FRANK (RAGTIME) KELLY 

Frank (Ragtime) Kelly, 59, died 
in Seattle Nov. 4. He was one of 
the early arrivals in the Klondike in 
1897 and supported himself an 
entertainer. He made one prospect- 
ing trip, but turned off at a sirange 
stream and staked a claim, 
abandoning it. Later 


as 


the section 


was opened up and named Kelly's 
Mistake. 

Later he teamed with Milton 
Schuster promoting tab shows. He 
is survived by his widow and an 
adopted son. 

JAMES ROBLEY LIDDY 

James Robley Liddy, 41, stage 


comedian, died in the Roosevelt hos- 
pital, New York, Feb. 18, following 
a brain operation. 

He played in musicals in Austra- 
lia for several years and later in this 
country was With ‘Student Prince,’ 
‘Vagabond King,’ ‘Bitter-sweet,’ 
‘The Desert Song’ and a road tour 
of ‘Rose Marie.’ 

His wife, Esther 
survives, 


Hicks Liddy, 


JOHN GINIVA 

John ‘Alaska Jack’ 
Vaude and picture actor, died at his 
home in Hollywood Feb. 22 follow- 
ing a two year sickness contracted 
in Nome, Alaska. 

Giniva, pioneer Government 
Suide and father of first child born 
in Alaska, later appeared in vaude 
as single and also worked in several 
of Jack London pics made in Holly- 
wood, Son and two daughters sur- 
Vive, 


WALTER LeROY 


Walter LeRoy, $?, died in New 
York Feb. 23. For more than 40 
years he had been connected with 
show business, starting with the} 

weus, through vaudeville to the 
dramatic stage. In vaudeville he} 


Werked with his wife, Emily Lytton. | 


His last New York appearance was 
in the Erlanger production of ‘The 
American Idea,’ in which he played 
Tim Sullivan. 

His wife survives. 

REUBEN WE!ISSMAN 

Reuben Weissman, 81, organizer 
of the Hebrew Actors’ Union and 
the Jewish Theatrical Alliance, died 
in New York, Feb, 24. 

sefore his retirement about 25 
years ago, he had been a command- 
“2 figure in the Jewish theatre, 

2 as an author and translator. 

He is survived hy his widow, a 
“nh and three daughters. 


before | 


out- | 


later 


Giniva, 68, | 





CLINTON W. KLINE 


Clinton W. Kline, former theatre 
operator, died Feb. 14 at his home in 
Akron, O., following a lingering ill- 
ness, 

He had operated the Arcade there 
for more than 15 years, 

His widow and a daughter 
vive. Funeral 
was local, 


sur- 
services and burial 


SIDNEY BOGGIS 
Sidney Boggis, 70, valet and con- 
|fidential man to the late Florenz 
Ziegfeld for 15 years, died in 
Angeles, Feb. 24. 

He had served in like capacity 
| Clyde Fitch, Charles Dillingham and 
j}more recently William* Anthony) 
| McGuire, 





LOUIS CASSAVANT 

Louis Cassavant, 67, died in Kings 
County hospital, Brooklyn, Feb. 21 
after an extended illness. 

He had appeared in the original 
‘Blue Jeans,’ in ‘The Country Circus,’ 
had with the Bostonians and 
had been in numerous other produc- 
itions. He retired some years ago. 


Sung 


JOHN J. SULLIVAN 


John J. 
}the first 


Sullivan, 75, who opened 
motion picture theatre in 


Rensselaer, N. Y., 27 years ago in 
| Columbia Hall, which he built for 
ithe purpose, died Feb. 22 of pneu- 


|rionia at his home there. Surviving 
are his wife, three sons and two 
daughters. 


GEORGE LA ROCCA 


George La Rocca, 35, jobless actor, 
dieq suddenly in his room in New 
| York last week. Heart trouble was 
| given as the cause of death. 

: 3a 


|rehearsing for the show ‘Street 


Scene.’ 


GEORGE WILLIAMS 


George Williams, 82, character 
actor in the days of silent films, died 
in Los Angeles Feb. 21. 

Survived by his widow 
and daughter. 


and 


Mrs. Daniel McCallum, mother of 
| William and Arch McCallum, old 
time Rochester theatre managers, 
died Feb, 17 at a daughter’s home in 
Detroit William was manager of 
the old Cook’s Opera House, now 
the Family theatre, and Arch ran 
Fay’s, now called the Capitol. 





Edward Eberle, 74, father of Ed- | 


/ward Eberle, 20th-Fox production 
| manager, died Feb. 19 in Los An- 
| geles, 





Wife, 45, of Nick Coleman, Para- 
mount studio publicist, died Feb, 20 
in Los Angeles of pneumonia. 

Mother of Ray, Grace and Bobbie 
Perkins died Feb. 22 in N. Y. 
Services today (Wednesday). 

Mother of John Boles died Feb. 
21 in Tyler, Tex. 








Doctors’ Double-crosser 

Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. 
Told a year ago by flock of med- 
jicos that she might never dance 
again, Wilma Horner, Pittsburgh 
burlesque performer who broke her 
back in a fall on a Boston stage, 
gave them ali a surprise when she 
turned up yesterday (Monday) at 
the Variety as star of IBA’s ‘Jolly 
Girls.’ 


Horner spent scveral weeks there 
in a hospital, then was sent home 
and remained in a cast for 
than six months. 


MONTAGUE ILL 
Baltimore, Feb. 25. 
Jack Montague, comic in ‘Novel- 
ties of 1936,’ intact burlesque show 
eurrent on Izzy Hirst’s indie wheel 
taken down with pneumonia when 
Gayety here last week 


show was at 
and out of cast. 

Replaced by Harry 
‘Novelties’ is currently at 
|} Washington. 


Seymour 


Gayety, 


GERMAN PIX IN MEX 





this season. “Deal ‘starts late in 


March. 





vas a WPA worker and was | 


son | 


Following her injury in Hub Miss 


more | 


Mexico City, Feb. 25. 
German producers have signed 
Cine Alianza Mexicana, local dis- | 


tributors, to handle 16 of their pigs 


SPEC THIS SEASON 


Lewis Show to Carry 50 Girls for 
Opener 








Canton, O., Feb. 25. 


Lewis Brothers circus, motorized 
i show, will inaugurate its new sea- 
son under canvas at Jackson, Mich., 
May 2, Paul M. Lewis, owner-man- 
ager, said here this week, New 
equipment is being added, including 
several new trucks and trailers, and 
there will be a spec this season ti- 
tled ‘Olympics of the Nations,’ 
which will require a cast of 50 girls. 

Lewis and a staff of assistants 





arrived in Canton this week to 
complete details for the annual 
|} Canton Shrine Trumdrum indoor 


| circus, March 30-April 4. 


Plays Abroad 
OUT OF THE DARK 


(Continued from page 62) 





Los | 





as the play progresses. There is 
some excellent comedy by [Eric 
Cowley, sympathy and understand- 
ing from Joyce Kennedy, as a friend 
of the couple; a fresh contribution 


of unspoiled childish acting by 
| Pamela Standish, and some pyro- 
technics from Barbara Francis, a 
blonde whose costumes hold one’s 
| interest during the several arid 
stretches of dialog. 

Lesser roles are well played by 


| Felix Aylmer as the dialect master- 
| surgeon; Eric Stanley, as the old 
| family friend, and Anthony Ireland. 


LOUISE BODNAR 


Budapest, Feb. 10. 


Play in three acts by Dezso Szomory, at 
the Vigszinhaz, Budapest. 





Cast: Lily Murati, Ella Goth, Blanka 
Szombathely!, Alexander Goth, Stephen 
Somlo., 





Szomory is hailed by critics as 
| the great poet of the stage, a dream- 
jer of strange characters and stringer 
of beautiful words, and the Vigs- 
|zinhaz considers it a duty to pro- 
| duce all his output. Nevertheless, 
| ‘Louise Bodnar,’ after the vague and 


| complicated praise bestowed upon it 


| by papers, is a failure. 
| Shadowy figures who don’t know 
their own minds drift avcruss the 
| stage, analyzing their feelings in 
improbable terms. Chief among 
them is Louise, high-born damsel 
| who runs a hat shop for a living. 
When a rich go-getter and political 
| boss comes along, she marries him, 
| although she thinks she loves a job- 
less ex-airman. She leaves her hus- 
| band to live with the airman then, 
leaves the airman to return to her 
| husband, whole story being sup- 
| posed to be the portrait of a mod- 
ern woman's soul. 
Lily Murati does all she can with 
| the complex and neurotic character 
of Louise, but it seems a pity to 
| waste her gifts on such a part. Same 
applies to Alexander Goth as the 
husband. 
Not much prospect of a foreign 
| or a screen career for this distinctly 
| unpleasant play. Jacobi. 


COLPI DI TIMONE 


(‘Blows to the Rudder’) 


Rome, Feb. 13. 


| Play by Enzo La Rosa, presented at the 
Quirino theatre by the Gilberto Govi Co. 








Play written in the dialect of the 
city of Genoa, but does not depend 
on dialect for its effect—which lies 
in development of an interesting, if 
not too novel, situation. 

Ship-owner Giovanni Bevilacqua 
believes himself so seriously ill that 
| he has only a few months to live: 
that’s the first blow to the rudder. 
Second cone comes when he finds 
himself stronger and more peppy 
than ever, and faces the problem of 
going back to his normal life. 

Play is mostly concerned with 
what he does with himself during 
the time he is sure he is going to 


die. He pulls a very moderate ‘to 
hell with conventions and inhibi- 
| tions’ act. doesn’t dash out and 


| strew a lot of wild oats around the 
| place, but is happy that the little 
rules and regulations of his ordi- 
nary bourgeois life that always had 
him stumped suddenly don’t seem 
very important and don’t bother 
him at all. 

He. who always was too timid to 
express himself, discovers—at what 
he believes to be Death's door—that 
he can have the liberty and in- 
dependence to think and say what 


he thinks. He also finds courage 
for independent action. ‘ 
AwsA +ho wrines b nsec ht 


43 tata VwuURrR: 

| and action, believing himself neare: 

land nearer the end of life, the more 
life showers unhoped-for success 
upon him. His enemies are baffled 
to say the least, by this great show 
of vitality and courage: and he 
wins all he sets out to get. 

Play is pleasant, if not terribly 
original; and acting of Gilberto 
Govi, Signora Rina Govi, and Sig- 
norina Pienoyl excellent. Hein. 


| 
| 
| 


| roing e 


San Berdu Orange 
Show Expected to 
Pull Half Million 


San Bernardino, Cal., Feb. 25. 

Twenty-sixth annual National 
Orange Show opened here last 
Thursday (20), to run for 10 days, 
with sponsors confident attendance 
will pass the 500,000 mark. Elab- 
orate ceremonies marked opening 
night, with Gov, Frank F. Merriam 
and other state notables on hand. 

Entertainment features headed by 
Al Lyons’ band, supplied through 
Fanchon & Marco, wno also fur- 
nished a line of Fanchonettes, pre- 
cision dancers, as well as half a 
dozen standard vaude acts, 

Exhibit includes oranges brought 
in from every citrus section of state, 
with this year’s display said to top 
any of recent years, 


TEX CENTENNIAL FACES 
NO-PASS COMPLICATION 


Dallas, Feb. 25. 

Exposition without a single press 
pass is Centennial at Dallas. 

After issuing 1,000 ornate good- 
will pass platcs to publishers, expo 
heads discovered trust indenture un- 
der which they operate provides 
oakleys only for ‘dignitaries’ and 
employees of fair. 








Solution will come through mak- 
ing press department heads ‘digni- 
taries’ and hot shot bureau at gate 
for underlings. Expo will have to 
throw 16 2/3 cents in kitty for every 
underling’s pass, Reporters cover- 
ing fair will be ‘employes.’ 

Centennial has put uy» $150,000 for 
a ‘Cavalcade of Texas’ spectacle to 
take first place in expo-operated 
amusements. Script calls for dra- 
matic continuity with source songs 
dating from 1519, moving by a mod- 
ern romance, 

Cast will require about 300 actors. 
About 20 will double up to handle 
most speaking parts. In 6,000 seat 
arena, snow will have 40 cent gate 
three t’ ues daily. Mark Hamilton 
is director. 





Gauchos and Gondolas 


San Antonio, Feb, 

Town’s centennial association dop- 
ing showmanship campaign to capi- 
talize berg’s Spanish atmosphere. 
Figured to draw summer visitors in 
connection with Texas Centennial 
in Dallas. 

Group would ‘regulate’ serenading 
troubadors of Haymarket Plaza 
where wild competish is rampant. 
Instead of mobbing visitors with 
offers to warble to guitar accom- 
paniment, association would have 
singing caballeros supervised. Som- 
breros and serapes would replace 


25. 


ballads, though warbled in Spantfsh, 
should be eliminated from reper- 
toires. Setup as now stands with 
serenaders competing wildly for few 
coins tossed their way has stood for 





| years. 
| Add to showmanship buildup, 
| plans to put gondolas on San An- 


tonio river which meanders through 
downtown section. 


Outdoors’ Marquis 








Marquis de Saint Perier is now in 
America, slated to sail back the 
middle of March, studying the U.S. 
outdoors and exposition field with 


an eye to the 1937 World's Fair in 
Paris. Saint Perier is representing 


the CRCC (Cie Repartitions et 
Controle du Credit), a Paris 
agency, and also in private as well 
as semi-political connections. 

U.S. art, scientific and other 
plays are to he erected on the Paris 
Fair Grounds. 


de 





j , . “4? - 
Barnes’ Title Sticks; 
oh ; 
Circus to Play East 
Holls wood, Feb. 25. 
Al G. Barnes is not using the 
Sells-Floto title as previously an- 
| nounced, and is out in 30 
| cars instead of 40. 
For first time in twenty 
circus is passing up Canada, 
ast for first time in 
up Hagenhbeck-Wallace, 
route in midwest. 


£oing 


years 
but 
10 years 


nicking 


ragged sweaters and otherwise 
sloppy get up of songsters. Also 
question whether spicy bar room 





| 
j 
} 


| 


| 





of Agricultural societies. 


DESCRIBE NEW 
THRILL ACTS 
FOR FAIRS 


Albany, Feb. 25. 
New thrill acts for fair midways 
were described at the annual meete 
ing here of the New York State Ase 
sociation of County Agricultural so- 
and 


cieties organizations 


The 


members agreed the public still goes 
for thrills and it is good show busi- 
ness to supply them. 

One new act is a revised shooting- 
a-man-from-a-cannon. Performer 
shot from an especially powerful 
cannon over three ferris wheels. He 
carries a parachute on his back and 
as his ascent halts he pulls the 
ripcord and comes down. 

Another act—a man is sealed in a 
rocket set on a tripod and hurled 
into the air by springs. When the 
rocket reaches its highest altitude 
the performer presses a gadget, falls 


town 
which promote county fairs, 





;out of the rocket, releases his para- 


chute and drops. The rocket, it was 
emphasized, can he recovered and 
used over and over. 

David Miller of Penn Yann was 
elected president of the Association 
Other of- 
ficers named are Jacob C, Newton, 
of Orchard Park, first vice-presi- 
dent; John H. Greenman, of Cort- 
land, second vice-president; George 


W. Harrison, of Albany, secretary, 
and John M. Farr, of Bath, 
treasurer. 


Officers elected by the town fairs’ 
organization are Bligh A. Rodds, of 
Gouverneur, president; W. Ray 
Converse, of Palmyra, first vice- 
president; William W. Kennedy, of 
Cobleskill, second vice-president; 
Clyde E. Shults, of Hornell, secre- 
tary, and William P. Diggs, of 
Trumansburg, treasurer. 


Can. Expo Profits Up 


Toronto, Feb. 25. 

Annual report of the Canadian 
National Exhibition shows an in- 
crease of revenue over the preced- 
ing year of $100,198.47. Gross for 
the two-weeks’ show in 1935 was 
$878,989.53, as compared with $778,- 
791.06 the previous year. 

Increase is accounted for by an 
extra $34,985 in gate admissions, a 
further $13,509 from the midway and 
grandstand attractions, and an ad- 
ditional $49,622 in concessions and 
exhibit space, the motor show being 
responsible for an additional $38,- 
591. Operating surplus is now $301,- 
399.78, as compared with $152,554.10 
a year ago. 


First in Ohio 


East Liverpool, O., Feb. 25. 














Fair | 


as 
dis- | 


Earliest the 
upper Ohio valley was contracted 
here this week when the Johnny 
Jones Exposition was engaged to 
play here the week of June 15-20 
under the sponsorship of «he Amer- 
ican Legion. Mayor Greenawalt 
granted a permit to J. C. Simpson, 
general agent, and promised him it 
would be the only carney permit 
sanction during the present year. 

The Jones show will come here 
from New Brighton, Pa., where it 
plays following the annual two 
weeks’ stay in Pittsburgh. 


carney booking in 





SHOW GOES MODERN 


Uses Gas Execution to Dispose of 
Pair of Decrepit Lions 
Spartanburg, S. C., Feb. 25. 

Use of modern methods to bump 


| off Topsy and Brutus, African lions, 


| Brothers 


|it has had—free—in 


| and 


j 


at winter 


quarters of Barnett 
circus in York, 8S. C., drew 
show more newspaper lineage than 
many a moon. 
The lions were asphyxiated, car- 
bon monoxide gas being pumped 
into their cages instead cf the usval 
rifle bullets or poison injected with 
a hypo needle. 
Lions had been retired from act 
had unmanageable, 
execution. N. C. recently 
its first gas cell execution 
the gas execution of the beas- 
coming a few days later, cre- 
ated much excitement. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, February 26, 1936 
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Texaco Firechief Program 
NBC-WEAF, Tuesday Evenings, 9:30 EST 


Persian Room, Hotel Plaza 
New York, Return April 1 


Arcadia International Restaurant 
Philadelphia, March 11-31 


Yale Junior Prom 
New Haven, March 6 


RCA-Victor Records 


Exclusively 


AMERICA'S Gy Wee 
OUISIANDING ©. = ™s 
PIANO ” (fs 
All Time Attendance Record Broken—Paramount, New York—Saturday, February 22 


Exclusive Management MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


NEW YORK CHICAGO ~LOS ANGELES | CLEVELAND " DALLAS LONDON, ENGLAND 
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